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ADVERTISEMENT. 

AT  the  Requeft  of  many  Gentlemen,  a  Collection  is  here 
prefented  to  the  Public,  of  the  principal  Fads  and 
Papers  refpe6ling  the  Difpute  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  before  the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities.  The  Re- 
membrancer beginning  with  the  firft  Hoftilities,  this  Col- 
leflion  of  Prior  Documents  has  been  defired,  as  ne- 
cefTary  to  accompany  that  Work. 
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THE  difpute  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America  commenced 
in  the  year  1764,  with  an  attempt 
to  prevent  Tmuggling  in  America, 
There  are  fome  perfons  who  appre- 
hend the  feeds  of  it  were  fown  much 
earlier.*  They  maybe  right. — But  it 
is  not  the  defjgn  of  this  compilation 
"t*o  explain  motives,  or  explore  latent 
caufes.  The  objeiSt  here  is,  to  pre- 
fent  an  impartial  collcdHon  of  au- 
thentic Documents ;  with  fuch  ad- 
ditions only,  as  are  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  conneft  the  narrative. 

In  1764,  theBritiih  miniftry  hav- 
ing com.e  to  a  refolution,  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  as  poflible,  the  prac- 
tice of  fmuggling,  not  only  the 
commanders  of  the  armed  cutters 
ftationed  on  the  Britifh  coafts,  but 
of  the  iliips  fent  to  America,  were 
ordered  to  ad  in  the  capacity  of  re- 
venue officers,  to  take  the  ufual  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  oaths,  and  obferve  the 
CufiOm-houfe  regulations ;  by  which 
that  enterprifing  fpirit  of  theirs, 
which  had  been  lately,  with  great 
fuccefs,  exerted  againll  the  common 
enemy,  was  now  diretfled  and  en- 
couraged againrt  the  fubjedt.  Trade 
was  injured  by  this  meafure.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  navy  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  CuUom-houfe  laws, 
and  therefore  many  illegal  feizures 
were  ciadc.  The  fubjedt  in  Ame- 
rica could  get  no  redrefs  but  from 
England,  which  was  tedious  and 
difficult  to  obtain. 

'    See    Remembrancer,     vol.    i. 


A  trade  had  for  many  years  been 
carried  on  between  the  Britifli  and 
Spanifh  colonies,  confifting  of  the 
manufadlures  of  Great  Britain,  im- 
ported by  the  Britifli  colonies  for 
their  own  confumption,  and  bought 
with  their  own  produce  ;  for  which 
they  v.'ere  paid  by  the  Spaniards  in 
gold  and  niver,  fometimes  in  bullion 
and  fometimes  in  coin,  and  with  co- 
chineal. Sec.  occafionally.  This  trade 
was  not  literally  and  ftri£lly  accord- 
ing to  law,  yet  the  advantage  of  it 
being  obviouily  on  the  fide  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  it  had  been 
connived  at.  But  the  armed  fliips, 
under  the  new  regulations,  feized 
the  veflels ;  and  this  beneficial  traf- 
fic was  fuddenly  almoll:  deiiroyed. 
Another  trade  had  been  carried  on. 
between  the  North  American  colo- 
nies and  the  PVench  Weil  India 
iflands,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of 
both,  as  well  as  to  the  mother  coun- 
try. Thefe  matters  had  been  winked 
at  many  years,  in  confideration  of 
the  quantity  of  manufadlures  our 
North  American  colonies  were  there- 
by enabled  to  take  from  us.  This 
advantageous  commerce  not  only 
prevented  the  Britifh  colonies  being 
drained  of  their  current  fpccie  by 
the  calls  of  the  mother  country,  but 
added  to  their  common  circulation 
of  caih  ;  which  encresfed  in  propor- 
tion with  the  trade.  Bat  this  trade 
being  alfo  cut  off,  by  the  cruizers, 
all  America  became  uneafy. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  1764,  the 
Houfe    of  Commons   agreed   to   a 
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number  of  rcfolutions  refpefting  the 
-American  trade  ;  upon  a  number  of 
which,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
pafjed  into  a  law,  laying  heavy  du- 
ties on  the  articles  imported  into  the 
colonies  from  the  French  and  other 
illands  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  or- 
dering thefe  duties  to  be  paid,  in 
fpecie,  into  the  Exchequer  of  Great 
Britain.  As  to  the  Spaniih  trade, 
the  Court  of  Madrid  had  always 
been  againft  it :  and  in  coraplaifance 
to  that  Court,  as  well  as  in  compli- 
ance with  the  old  law,  and  treaties 
with  Spain,  It  continued  to  be  pre- 
vented, as  much  as  poffible. 

The  Americans  complained  much 
of  this  new  law  ;  and  of  the  unex- 
ampled hardfhip,  of  firft  being 
deprived  of  obtaining  fpecie,  and 
next  being  ordered  to  pay  thenew 
duties,  in  fpecie,  into  the  Trea- 
sury at  London  ;  which  they  faid 
mull  fpeedily  drain  them  of  all  the 
fpecie  they  had.  But  what  feemed 
more  particularly  hard  upon  them, 
was,  a  bill  brought  in  the  fame  feC- 
fion,  and  pafTed  into  a  law,  *'  To 
reftrain  thecurrency  of  paper  money 
in  the  colonies." 

At  the  end  of  the  feiTion,  the  King 
thanked  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
the  **  wife  regulations  wkich  had 
been  eftablilhed  to  augment  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  to  unite  the  interells  of 
the  moft  diilant  pofleffions  of  his 
crown,  and  to  encourage  and  fecure 
their  commerce  with  Great  Britain." 
Extra^  of  a  letter  from  Penfacolay 
Weft  Florida,  dated  Dec.  13,  1764. 

**  Every  thing  here  is  put  into  a 
dull  ftate,  by  the  men  of  v/ar  ob- 
ftrudling  the  Spaniards  from  tjading 
with  us.  We  had  four  vefiels  here 
lately,  but  they  were  not  permitted 
to  trade,  v/hich  is  the  greaieft  mis- 
fortune that  could  have  befallen  us 
in  this  young  fcttlemcnt,  and  which 
J  think  at  the  fame  time  v>!ll  be  no 
imall  lofs  to  our  nulhcr  count: v,. 


being  thereby  prevented  from  vend- 
ing a  very  confiderabie  quantity  •£ 
its  manufadlures." 

Letters  to  the  fame  purport  came 
from  all  the  colonies. 

ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  King  ft  on,  in 
Jamaica,  dated  Jan.  zjy  1765. 
'*  Kingilon,  which  ufed  to  be  a 
place  of  great  trade  and  hurry,  is 
become  as  ft'iU  as  a  defart,  fince  vve 
were  fo  wife  to  banifli  our  beft  friends 
the  Spaniards,  and  now  the  current 
of  that  valuable  comm.erce  is  turned 
in  favour  of  the  French  and  Dutch, 
who  have  made  their  ports  free,  and 
taking  the  advantage  of  our  mifcon- 
dudl,  have  promifed  them  fafety, 
and  fo  deal  with  them  for  all  the  Eu- 
ropean goods,  upon  the  fame  terms 
the  Englifh  did.  Were  I  to  depend 
on  the  fale  of  goods  I  had  from  you, 
I  fhould  not  be  able  to  remit  the 
money  thefe  two  or  three  years.'* 

Part  of  a  letter  from   Jamaica  to  a 
friend  in   London y  dated  May   12, 

*'  We  are  in  the  moft  deplorable 
ftate  ever  known  in  this  ifiand  :  that 
channel  through  which  all  the  money 
v^-e  had  came  among  us,  is  entirely 
flopped  up  ;  and,  what  is  moU  afto- 
nilhing,  is,  that  this  meafure  Ihouid 
be  taken  with  you,  who  receive  {0 
much  benefit  from  the  encourage  - 
ment  of  it." 

The  Continental  Colonies  wcr? 
exceedingly  oftended.  In  feveral 
places  the  inhabitants  had  meetings, 
and  they  refolved,  in  refentment, 
not  to  buy  any  clcathing  they  could 
pollibly  do  without,  that  was  not  of 
their  own  manufaduring.  Several 
affociatioiis  were  formed,  and  it  wa«; 
refolved,  every  whete,  to  confume 
as  few  Britifti  manutactures  as  pofli- 
blc  ;  and  to  fet  about  manufat'hiring 
fonic  articles  themfelve?,  the  n:5itt  - 
rials  of  v>'hich  tJiey  h.ad  in  gre:u 
plenty  of  tlieir  own  j'roaav.lion^ 

Brfton, 
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Bofton,  (in  Nenv-England)  March 
50,  1765.  Funerals  without  mourn- 
ing, or  the  giving  of  Englifh  gloves, 
is  become  fo  faihionable,  that  there 
has  been  but  one  burial  for  many- 
months  paft  in  the  old  fal]":ion  way. 
We  are  much  indebted  to  thofe  pa- 
triots who  iirft  fet  this  example  of 
frugality,  -by  Vv'hich  this  town  only 
has  made  a  faving  Lift  year  of  near 
lOjOOol.  fterling.  Other  towns  and 
provinces  have  copied  the  example, 
and  experience  its  utility.  It  is  a 
pleafure  to  behold  what  other  favings 
are  made  by  laying  afide  a  multitude 
of  fuperflucus  articles  of  Britifh  ma- 
.nufadures  and  Britifh  produce. 

At  the  fame  time  (March  10, 
1764)  the  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
(blved,  that  it  was  proper  to  charge 
certain  ftamp  duties  in  the  colonies 
and  plantations. 

Tiiis  refoluticn  was  not  this  year 
followed  by  any  bill,  being  only  to 
be  held  out  as  an  interitiony  for  next 
year.  It  was  propofed,  and  agreed 
to,  in  a  thin  Houfe,  late  at  night, 
and  juft  at  the  rifing,  without  any 
debate. 

The  aiTemblies  of  MafTachufetts- 
Eay  and  New-York,  were  alarmed 
at  this  refolution.  They  came  to 
fome  refolutions  upon  it;  which, 
with  a  petition  from  each,  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  it,  were 
tranfrnitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  England.  They  were  laid  before 
the  Privy  Council  on  the  nth  of 
December,  1764.  The  Privy  Coun- 
cil advifed  the  King  to  lay  them  be- 
fore Parliament.  They  were  never 
laid  before  Parliament — they  were 
fuppreiTed. 

In  the  fpring  of  1765,  the  Ame- 
rican agents  in  I.ondon  were  in- 
formed by  adminiilration,  That  if 
the  colonies  would  propofe  any 
otiicr  mode  of  raifing  the  fum  in- 
tended to  be  railed  by  llimp  duties, 
their-  propofal   would  be  accepted, 


and  the  ftamp  duty  laid  afide.  (See 
third  'vojume  o/'Remernbrancer,  page 
253).  The  agents  faid  they  were 
not  authorized  to  give  any  anfwer, 
but  that  they  were  ordered  to  op- 
pofe  the  bill  when  it  ftiould  be 
brought  into  the  Houfe,  by  petitions 
queftioning  the  right  claimed  by 
parliament  of  taxing  the  colonies. 

The  bill  laying  a  llam.p  duty  in 
America,  paffed  in  March  1765. 

The  following  was  printed  at  the 
time  as  part  of  the  Debates  on  the 
bill: 

Mr.  Gre7i~jilk,  after  fpeaking  long 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  concluded  with 
faying,  "  Thefe  children  of  our  own 
planting  (fpeaking  of  the  Ameri- 
cans) nourilhed  by  our  indulgence, 
until  tliey  are  grown  to  a  good  de- 
gree of  ftrength  and  opulence,  and 
protected  by  our  arms,  v/ill  they 
grudge  to  contribute  their  mite  to 
relie\e  us  from  the  heavy  load  of 
national  expence,  which  we  lie  un- 
der r* 

CcIoj?el  Barr^;  rerniedy  *'  Children 
plonied  by  your  care  !  No  !  your  op- 
preiiion  planted  them  in  America ; 
they  fled  from  your  tyranny,  into 
a  then  uncultivated  land,  v/here 
they  were  expofed  to  aimoft  all  the 
hardfhips  to  which  human  nature  are 
liable,  and  among  others,  to  the 
favage  cruelty  of  the  enemy  of  the 
country,  a  people  the  moft  fubtle, 
and  1  take  upon  me  to  fay,  the  moft 
truly  terrible,  of  any  people  that 
ever  inhabited  any  part  of  God's 
EARTH  ;  and  yet,  aduated  by  prin- 
ciples of  true  Engliili  liberty,  they 
met  all  thefe  hardfhips  vvith  pleafure, 
compared  with  thofe  they  fufFered  in 
their  own  country,  from  the  hands 
of  thofe  that  iliould  have  been  their 
friends. 

* '  They  noiiriped  up  hy  yiur  indul- 
ge-nce  ?  'rhey  grew  by  your  negled 
of  the.m  :  as  foon  as  you  began  to 
care  about  them,  that  care  was  ex- 

ercifed 


PRIOR       DOCUMENTS. 


crcifed  in  fending  perfons  to  rule 
over  them,  in  one  department  and 
another,  who  were,  perhaps,  the 
deputies  of  fome  deputy,  fcnt  to  fpy 
out  their  Jiberty,  to  mifreprefent 
their  adions,  and  to  prey  upon 
them  ;  men,  whofe  behaviour,  on 
many  occafions,  has  caufed  the 
blood  of  thofe  fons  of  liberty  to  re- 
coil within  them  ;  men  promoted  to 
the  highelc  feats  of  juftice,  fome,  to 
my  knowledge,  were  glad,  by  go- 
ing to  foreign  countries,  to  efcape 
being  brcugTit  to  a  bar  of  juilice  in 
their  own. 

**  They  frotc5led  by  your  c.rnn  ? 
They  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in 
your  defence,  have  exerted  their  va- 
lour amidll  their  conftant  and  labo- 
rious indultry,  for  the  defence  of 
a  country,  whofe  frontiers,  while 
drenched  in  blood,  its  interior  parts 
have  yielded  all  its  little  favings  to 
your  enlargement  ;  and  helk'-ve  me, 
remember  I  this  clay  tclci ycu  fo^  That 
the  fame  fpirit  which  adluated  that 
people  ?x  frft,  will  continue  with 
them  fall  ;  but  prudence  forbids  me 
to  explain  myfelf  any  further.  God 
knows,  1  do  not  at  this  time  fpeak 
from  motives  of  party  heat.  How- 
ever fuperior  to  me,  in  general 
knowledge  and  experience,  any  one 
here  may  be,  yet  1  claim  to  know 
mere  of  America,  having  feen  and 
been  more  converfant  in  that  coun- 
try. The  people  there  are  as  truly 
loyal,  I  believe,  as  any  fubjeds  the 
King  has  ;  but  a  people  jealous  of 
their  liberties,  and  who  will  vindi- 
cate them  if  they  ihould  be  violated  ; 
—but  the  fubjecl  is  delicate.  I  will 
lay  no  more." 

At  the  end  of  the  feflion,  the  King 
faid  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  I  ha\e  feen,  with  the  moil  per- 
fect approbation,  that  yon  have  em- 
ployed this  feafon  of  tranquility  in 
promoting  thofe  objeds  which  1  have 
rccommcadcd  to  your  attention,  and 


in  framing  fuch  regulations  as  may 
bell  inforce  the  juil  authority  of  the 
legiflature,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fecure  and  extend  the  commerce, 
and  unite  the  intereils  of  every  part 
of  my  dominions." 

The  objections  of  the  people  of 
America  to  the  ilamp  adl,  were  of 
three  kinds. 

Firil,  The  powers  given  by  the  ad 
to  Vice- Admiralty  courts  in  Ame- 
rica, they  faid,  would  prove  ex- 
ceedingly grievous  to  the  fubject, 
by  the  dillance  of  them  ;  and  more 
io,  by  depriving  the  fubjedt  of  his 
trial  by  jury,  which  was  allowed  in 
England. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  the  flamp  duty 
would  entirely  drain  the  colonies  of 
their  fpecie. 

Tliirdly,  Not  being  reprefented 
in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
that  Parliament,  they  affirmed,  had 
no  right  to  tax  them.  Themfelves 
only  were  the  proper,  and  bell 
judges  of  their  ability  ;  they  claimed 
a  right  to  the  exercife  of  this  judg- 
ment, and  to  the  fole  and  exclu- 
{\\Q  right  of  impofing  taxes  upon 
themfelves. 

As  foon  as  they  were  informed 
the  Ilamp  act  had  paffcd,  the  whole 
continent  of  America  was  thrown 
into  a  flame. 

The  province  of  Virginia  took 
the  lead.  On  the  29th  of  May, 
1765,  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of 
A'irginia,  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutlons  : 

Whereas  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  England,  have  of 
late  drawn  into  quellion,  hov/  far 
the  General  Affembly  of  this  colony 
hath  power  to  enad  laws  for  la\  ing 
taxes  and  impofing  duties,  payable 
by  the  people  of  this,  his  M.;jcily'.> 
mofl  ancient  colony ;  for  fettling 
and  afcertaining  the  fame  to  all  fu- 
ture times,  the  floufe  of  Burgefles 
of  this   prcfcnt    General  Aflembly 

h.ue 
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have  come  to  the  feveral  following 
refolutions  : 

Rejol-oed,  That  the  firft  adven- 
turers and  feeders  of  this  his  Ma- 
jefty's  colony  and  dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, brought  with  them,  and 
tranfmitted  to  their  poilerity,  and 
all  other  his  Majelly's  fubjefts  fince 
inhabiting  in  this  his  Majefty's  co- 
lony, all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities that  have  at  any  time  been 
held,  enjoyed,  and  pofiefTed  by  the 
people  of  Great  Britain. 

Refohoedy  That  by  the  two  royal 
charters  granted  by  King  James  the 
Firft,  the  colonifts  aforefaid  are  de- 
clared entitled  to  all  privileges  of 
faithful  liege  and  natural  born  iub- 
jedts,  to  all  intents  and  purpbfes, 
as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and 
born  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Refol-ved,  That  his  Majefty's  liege 
people  of  this  his  moft  ancient  co- 
lony, have  enjoyed  the  right  of  be- 
ing thus  governed  by  their  own  af- 
fembly,  in  the  article  of  taxes  and 
internal  police,  and  that  the  fame 
have  never  been  forfeited,  or  any 
other  way  yielded  up,  but  have 
been  conftantly  recognized  by  the 
King  and  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Refol'ved,  Therefore,  that  the 
General  Aftemby  of  this  colony, 
together  with  his  Majefty  or  his  fub- 
ftitute,  have,  in  their  reprefentative 
capacity,  thp  only  exclufive  right 
and  power  to  lay  taxes  and  impo- 
fitions  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony ;  and  that  every  attempt  to 
reft  fuch  a  power  in  any  perfon  or 
perfons  whatfoever,  other  than  the 
General  Affembly  aforefaid,  is  ille- 
gal, unconftitutional,  and  unjuft, 
and  has  a  manifeft  tendency  to  de- 
ftroy  Britilh,  as  well  as  American 
freedom. 
*The  follo'wlng    Re/olves    tvere     not 

pajfed,  only  dravjn  up  by  the  Com- 

inittee. 

Re/ohed,  That  his  Majefty's  liege 
people,  the  inhabitants  of  this  co- 


lony,  are  not  bound  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  any  law  or  ordinance 
whatfoever,  defigned  to  impofe  any 
taxation  whatfoever  upon  them, 
other  than  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  General  Affembly  aforefaid. 

Rejol-ued,  That  any  perfon  who 
fliall,  by  fpeaking  or  writing,  main- 
tain that  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
other  than  the  General  Affembly 
of  this  colony,  have  any  right  or 
power  to  impofe  or  lay  any  taxa- 
tion whatfoever  on  the  people  here, 
fnall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  this 
his  Majefty's  colony. 

The  ftamp  ad  was  printed  and 
cried  about  the  ftreets  at  New  York 
by  the  title  of  The  Folly  of  England, 
and  Ruin  of  Ajnerica.  On  the  14th 
of  April,  the  guns  at  Philadelphia 
were  difcovered  to  be  all  fpiked  up, 
and  on  looking  at  thofe  of  the  bar- 
racks, they  were  found  to  be  ferved 
in  the  fame  manner,  to  the  great 
furprize  and  uneafmefs  of  the  inha- 
bitants. Letters  arrived  in  London, 
from  Bofton,  in  New  England, 
dated  the  ill  and  6th  of  April,  ex- 
prefting  the  alarm  that  the  news  of 
the  ftamp  a£t  had  thrown  the  people 
into,  the  heart-burnings  encreafed 
during  the  fummer,  and  the  New 
York  paper,  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  1765,  gave  fufficient  proofs 
of  the  temper  with  which  the  colo- 
nifts  beheld  the  approach  of  the  ift 
of  November,  on  which  day  the 
ad  was  to  take  place.  Letters  of 
the  fame  tenor  came  from  Virginia, 
dated  in  June,  and  from  Philadel- 
phia, of  the  fame  date. 

It  was  not  the  populace  alone 
who  were  difcontented,  men  of  pro- 
perty took  the  alarm.  The  Gene- 
ral Affembly  of  Virginia  having 
debated  on  the  ftamp  adl,  come  to 
the  preceding  refolutions ;  the  Go- 
vernor thought  fit  to  diffolve  them. 
But  when  a  new  eledion  took  place, 
it  did  not  feem  to  be  compofed  of 
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men  of  more  paflive  principles, 
iince  the  elcdors  excluded  all  thole 
members  who  did  not  alTent  to  thofe 
refolves,  while  thofe  who  did  were 
all  re-eledled. 

At  Bollon,  in  New  England, 
upon  the  meeting  of  the  AiTembly, 
Sir  Francis  Bernard,  the  Governor, 
delivered  the  following  fpeech  to 
them : 

"  Soon  after  my  arrival  to  this 
government,  I  formed  in  my  mind 
an  idea  of  three  improvements 
which  this  country  was  capable  of 
making,  profitable  to  itfelf  and 
convenient  to  Great  Britain  :  I 
mean  pot-afh,  hemp,  and  the  carry- 
ing lumber  to  the  Britiih  markets. 
They  are  all  proper  ftaples  for  New 
England,  and  muft  be  very  acrept- 
able  to  Great  Britain,  as  flie  is  at 
prcfent  fupplied  with  them  from 
foreigners,  by  a  lofmg  trade. 

*'  I  have  already  had  the  pleafure 
to  fee  the  firil  of  thefe  eftabliihed 
with  effe6l,  and  wanting  now  no- 
thing but  care  to  preferve  its  cre- 
dit, and  prevent  the  general  quality 
of  the  goods,  v/hich  is  of  a  fuperior 
kind,  being  rendered  doubtful  and 
fufpicious,  by  the  fraudulent  prac- 
tices of  particulars.  This  is  a  ne- 
ceflary  caution  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  trade  ;  for  upon  its 
firft  reputation  depends  its  future 
fuccefs.  There  is  already  a  law  for 
the  regulation  of  this  trade,  but  it 
wants  to  be  carried  into  execution  ; 
this  I  mull  defire  may  be  done  this 
feflion,  as  it  is  now  becoming  im- 
mediately wanting. 

**  You  have  lately  given  a  public 
tcftimony  of  your  dcfire  to  promote 
the  production  of  hemp ;  I  am 
equally  perfundcd  of  your  good  in- 
tentions to  the  improvement  of  the 
lumber  trade  ;  as  you  muil  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  infufhciency  of  the  prc- 
fent markets  for  the  reception  of  the 
great  quantity   of  lumber  which  is 


now  produced,  and  which  will  be' 
continually  encreafing.  The  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  has  already 
given  encouragement  to  the  one  ; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  alfo  ex- 
tend its  bounty  to  the  other. 

*'  Thefe  are  proper  objedls  of 
your  concern  j  works,  which  natu- 
rally arife  in  your  own  country, 
ftrengthen  your  connedlion  with 
Great  Britain,  may  eafily  be  con- 
fined within  yourfelves,  and  will 
foon  be  fuperior  to  thofe  of  foreign 
rivals.  When  thefe  are  added  to 
your  own  refources,  they  will  form 
a  fund,  which,  with  the  bleifing  of 
God,  upon  your  induftry  and  fru- 
gality, will  be  adequate  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  all  necelTary  imports ;  and 
you  will  have  no  occafion,  as  you 
have  hitherto  Ihewn  no  difpofition, 
vainly  to  attempt  to  transfer  manu- 
fadories  from  their  fettled  abode  ; 
an  undertaking  at  all  tim.es  difficult, 
but,  under  the  difadvantage  of  high- 
priced  labour,  impradlicable. 

*^  The  general  fettlcment  of  the 
American  provinces,  which  has  been 
long  ago  propofed,  and  now  proba- 
bly will  be  profecuted  to  its  utmoll 
completion,  mull  necefTarily  pro- 
duce fome  regulations,  which,  from 
their  novelty  only,  will  appear  dif- 
agreeable.  But  [  am  convinced, 
and  doubt  not  but  experience  will 
confirm  it,  that  they  will  operate 
as  they  are  defigned,  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  colonies.  Jn 
the  mean  time  a  refpe^lful  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  decrees  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, is  their  intereft,  as  well  as 
their  duty. 

"  In  an  empire,  extended  and 
diverfified  as  that  of  Great  Britain, 
there  mull  be  a  fupreme  legiflature, 
to  which  all  other  powers  mull  be 
fubordinate.  It  is  our  happinefs 
that  the  fupreme  legiflature,  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 
fanduary  of  liberty  and  juilice  ;  and 
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that  the  prince,  who  prefides  over 
it,  realizes  the  idea  of  a  patriot 
King.  Surely  then,  we  fliould  fub- 
mit  our  opinions  to  the  determina- 
t.'ons  of  fo  auguft  a  body ;  and  ac- 
quiefce  in  a  perfed  confidence,  that 
the  rights  of'  the  members  of  the 
^Britlfli  empire  will  ever  be  fafe  in 
the  hands  of  the  cor^fervators  of  the 
liberty  of  the  whole.'* 
ExtvaSl   of  a   letter  from  Bofcny    in 

Ne^tv  E 71  gland,   Auguji  r,  1765. 

**  As  to  public  afiairs,  it  would 
take  me  up  a  v/eek*s  time  to  writ€ 
•rU  I  could  fay  :  as  to  the  impofi- 
tion  of  the  ftamp  ad,  (which  takes 
place  the  ilt  of  November)  it  will, 
I  believe,  be  of  ihort  continuance; 
for  it  is  uraverfally  efteemed  here  as 
arbitrary  and  unconilitutional,  and 
as  a  breach  of  charter  and  compaft 

between   K and  fubjed  ;    and 

we  think  we  have  a  right  to  refufe 
fubiuiffion  to  it. — However,  I  be- 
lieve mort  of  the  ftamp  m.allers  will 
be  afraid  to  aft  in  fuch  ilation  as 
will  llab  their  country. 

**  We  have  tv/o  hundred  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  in  this  province, 
and  the  others  in  proportion ;  fo 
that  it  is  computed  there  are  about 
two  millions  in  the  v/hole :  from 
hence  you  will  think  it  is  too  late 
in  the  day  to  be  dragoou'd  out  of 
our  rigiits. 

*^  i  have  been  here  above  fixteen 
years,  and  i  don't  know  of  one  fin- 
gle  man  but  would  rifljue  his  life 
and  property  to  ferre  King  George 
the  Third  ^  and  Vv'ould  do  the  faiae 
to  maintain  his  rights,  liberty,  and 
property.— Touch  our  jSirth-right, 
and  cur  body  politick,  like  the  hu- 
man body,  fenllbly  feels  it,  and 
would  do  its  utnicll  to  fhake  it  oiT. 

*'  The  Cullom-houfe  books  will 
fhew,  that  3000].  lefs  is  collefted 
fince  the  duty  of  molafies  has  been 
three-pence,  than  when  one  penny  : 
your  fmali  mea  of  war  have  eat  tne 


King's  provifions  in  guarding  the 
coaib  \  but  have  brought  neither 
profit  nor  cred  t  to  their  employers." 

Thefe  difcon tents  were  peueral ; 
and  they  were  encreafed  b/  what 
they  ftiied  an  utter  inability  co  pay 
the  tax  in  fpecie. 

About  the  beginning  of  A«guft, 
t'le  colonilh  began  feriouflyto  thinlc 
ot  the  iteps  the/  were  to  cake.  A 
General  Congrefs  of  reprefentatives 
of  ail  the  Colonies,  was  agreed 
on,  to  meet  at  New  York.  The 
freemen  of  Providence,  in  Rhode 
Ifland,  were  called  together,  *'  to 
COuier  on  fuch  meaJures,  *'  as 
'*  Ihould  appear  to  them  necef- 
*'  fary,  relative  to  x.\\t  Jiamp  a£l  \ 
**  whereby  the  liberties,  the  darling 
"  bcait  of  the  Engliih  North  Am.e- 
'*  rican  fubjefts,  which  were  once 
*'  deemed  indefeafible,  muft  be 
*'  greatly  abridged,  if  not  totally 
"  annihilated,'*  And  accordingly 
they  met,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  luitable  rnfru^lions 
to  be  given  their  reprefentatives,  for 
their  condud  in  the  General  Con- 
grefs, on  that  occaiion.  Thefe  in- 
Itrutiions  were  prepared,  and  the 
freemen  being  again  convened  the 
next  day,  were  laid  before  them,' and 
approved  of.  The  fame  Heps  were 
ajfo  taken  by  the  province  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  at 
Bollon,  refolved.  That  the  honour- 
able James  Otis,  Thomas  Ruggies, 
and  Oliver  Partridge,  Efqrs.  be  a 
committe,  to  meet  the  committees 
of  the  JJfemhUcs  cf  the  ^-whole  conti- 
nent^ at  Nev/  York,  Odober  i,  to 
unite  in  a  petition  to  his  Majeil/ 
and  the  Britifn  parliament,  for  re- 
lief under  the  infupportabie  griev- 
ance oi  the  ftamp  ad.  — This  was 
the  Firil  Cong  els  of  the  American 
Continent. 

On  tlie  ioth  of  Septem.berj  the 
afTembly   of  Philadelphia,    having 
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appointed  a  committee  to  attend  at 
the  general  congrefs  at  New  York, 
a  letter  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  Maf- 
fachufett's  affembly  was  read,  and 
the  houfe  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions  on  the  qpelHons  : 

Firll,  Whether  the  houfe  are  of 
o^jinion,  that,  in  duty  to  their  con- 
Itituents,  they  ought  to  remonfirate 
to  the  crown  againft  the  Ilamp  aft, 
and  other  late  afts  of  parliament, 
by  which  heavy  burdens  have  been 
laid  on  the  colonies. 

Refolved    in    the    affirmative. 

Secondly,  Whether  this  houfe 
will  appoint  a  committee  of  three, 
or  more  of  their  members,  to  attend 
the  congrefs  propofed  in  the  forego- 
ing letter,  to  be  held  at  New  York 
on  the  firil:  of  October  next,  for  the 
purpofes  therein  mentioned. 
.  Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ExtraSl  of  a  letter  from  Bofon,  in 
Nenu  Englatid,  Auguji  z6. 
"  Very  early  on  Wednefday 
morning,  the  14th  inftant,  were 
difcovercd  hanging,  on  a  limb  of  the 
great  trees,  fo  called,  at  the  South 
part  of  this  town,  two  effigies,  one 
of  which,  by  the  labels,  appeared 
to  be  defigned  to  reprefent  a  ftamp 
officer,  the  other  a  jack  boot  with  a 
head  and  horns  peeping  out  of  the 
top.  The  report  of  the  images  foon 
ipread  through  the  town,  brought 
a  vaft  numb&r  of  fpeilators,  and 
hadTuch  an  effed't  on  them,  that 
they  were  immediately  infpired  with 
a  fplrit  of  enthuliafm,  Tvhich  diffufed 
itfelf  through  the  whole  concourfe  ; 
fo  much  were  they  affoftcd  v/ith  a 
ienfe  of  liberty,  that  fcarce  any 
could  attend  to  the  tafk  ofday-la- 
.  bour.  About  dufk  the  images 
were  taken  down,  placed  on  a  bier 
(not  covered  with  a  Ihcet,  except  a 
fheet  of ^ paper  which  bore  the  in- 
fcription)  iiippcrtedin  priDceffion  by 
Sv<  men,  iolJor.cd  by  a  grea:  con- 


courfe  of  people,  and  in  the  grcat^fl 
order,  echoing  forth,  Liberty  and 
Property  !  No  Stamp,  &c. — Having 
palled  through  the  tov/n-houfe,  they 
proceeded  with  their  pageantry  down 
King-ftreet,  and  thro*  Kilby-iireet, 
v/here  an  edifice  had  been  lately 
erefted,  which  was  fuppoied  to  be 
defigned  for  a  ftamp-otiice.  Here 
they  halted,  and  went  to  work  to 
demolilh  that  building,  v.'hich  they 
foon  effeded,  without  receiving  any 
hurt,  excepting  one  of  the  fpefta- 
tors,  who  happened  to  be  rather  too 
nigh  the  brick  wall  when  it  fell. 
This  being  finished ,  many  of  them 
them  loaded  themfelves  with  the 
wooden  trophies,  and  proceeded 
(bearing  the  two  effigies)  to  the  top 
of  Fort-hill,  where  a  fire  was  foon 
kindled,  in  which  one  of  them  was 
burnt.  The  populace  after  this  went 
to  work  on  the  barn,  fence,  garden. 
Sec,  and  here  it  would  have  ended, 
had  not  fome  indifcretions,  to  fay 
the  leaft,  been  committed  by  his 
friends  within,  which  fo  enraged  the 
people  they  were  not  to  be  reftrained, 
though  hitherto  no  violence  had 
been  offered  to  any  one.  But  it  is 
very  remarkable,  though  they  en- 
tered the  lower  part  of  the  houfe  in 
multitudes,  yet  the  damage  done  to 
it  was  not  fo  great  as  might  have 
been  expeded. 

*'  The  next  day  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  the  duty  of  dirtributor  of  the 
llamps  when  they  fhould  arrive,  fup- 
pofing  himfclfto  be  the  objed  of 
their  derifion,  informed  the  prin- 
cipal gentlemen  of  the  tovvn,  that  as 
it  appeared  fo  difagreeable  lo  the 
people,  he  lliould  requelt  the  liberty 
of  being  cxcufed  from  that  office ; 
and  in  the  evening'  the  populace 
re-alTcmbled,  ereiled  a  pyramid, 
intending  a  fecond  bonfire  ;  but 
upon  hearing  of  the  refignation, 
they  dcfilled,  and  repaired  to  the 
gentleman** 
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gentleman's  gate,  gave  three  cheers, 
and  took  their  departure  without 
damage  ;  but  having  heard  it  pro- 
pagated that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, at  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
had  been  acceflary  in  laying  on  the 
ftamp  duties.  Sec.  they  repaired  to 
his  houfe,  where,  upon  beiug  in- 
formed by  fome  gentlemen  of  integ- 
rity and  reputation,  that  he  had  not 
only  fpoke,  but  wrote  to  the  con- 
trary, they  retired,  and  having  pa- 
troled  the  llreets,  returned  to  their 
refpeilive  habitations,  as  quietly  as 
they  had  done  the  night  before." 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
in  Philadelphia,  to  his  friend  in 
Brijlol,  Sept.  7,    1 765. 

* '  I  make  no  doubt  you  have  been 
informed,  by  letters  from  your 
friends,  as  well  as  by  our  public 
news-papers,  of  the  great  commo- 
tions throughout  our  colonies  in  ge- 
neral, which  daily  increafe  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  ftamp  aft  for  raiilng 
money  amongfl  us ;  What  adds  to 
our  uneafinefs  is,  that  wc  hear  our 
brethren  in  England  cenfure  us  fe- 
verely,  from  a  miitaken  opinion  that 
we  are  unwilling  to  pay  our  propor- 
tion towards  relieving  the  nation 
from  the  heavy  burden  of  debt  it 
now  groans  under.  This  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe :  We  are,  and  al- 
ways have  been,  ready  and  willing 
to  pay  our  yearly  proportion  of  that 
debt.  What  occafions  this  general 
uneafinefs  and  commotion  is,— ill. 
That  we  are  to  be  taxed  by  this  aft, 
without  being  reprefented  on  your 
fide  of  the  water,  or  being  fidt  heard 
for  ourfelves. — 2d.  That  ail  the  mo- 
nies to  be  raifed  by  this  aft  are  to  be 
remitted  home  to  the  King's  Ex- 
chequer in  fpecie,  and  not  by  bills. 
of  exchange,  or  any  other  remit- 
tance.— 1&.  That  if  any  offence  is 
committed  again  ft  the  aft,  the  of- 
fender, if  the  profecutor  chufes  it> 


It 

is  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty. 

**  The  ift,  the  colonifts  fay,  is 
an  infringement  on  the  rights  and. 
privileges  they  have  ever  been  en- 
titled to,  and  enjoyed  by  their 
Royal  Charter.  Had  the  govern- 
ment at  home  hxed  on  any  particu- 
lar fum  to  be  yearly  raifed  and  paid 
by  them,  and  adjufted  their  feveral 
proportions,  which  they  well  know 
how  to  do,  and  left  it  to  their  feve- 
ral aflemblies  to  raife  the  money  by 
fuch  ways  and  means  as  they  fliould 
think  moft  eafy,  it  might  have  been 
readily  complied  with. — To  the  2d, 
it  i-5  impoliible  for  the  colonies  to 
raife  one  fourth  part  of  fo  much  fpe- 
cie as  their  tax  would  amount  to,  as 
they  do  not  from  all  their  trade  im- 
port it.  W^ere  the  remittance  to  be 
made  in  bills  of  exchange,  they 
might  pofhbly  make  it  by  them. — 
This  third  article  is  fo  great  a  ftridc 
to  arbitrary  power,  and  fo  great  a 
violation  and  infringement  on  Eng- 
lilh  liberty,  that  noEnglilhmancan 
fubmit  tamely  to  it.  Why  fhould  the 
King's  fubjefts  on  this  fide  of  the 
water  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  of 
being  tried  by  civil  authority  and 
twelve  honell  jurymen  more  than  in 
England  ?  Were  an  attempt  to  be 
made  of  this  kind  with  you,  every 
Englifhman  who  has  the  lealb  fenfc 
of  his  right  of  liberty  would  rife  in 
oppofuion ;  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  unlefs  thefe  three  par- 
ticulars are  altered,  the  colonifts- 
will  grow  more  and  more  uneafy.." 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  heats.  Go- 
vernor Fauquieur  prorogued  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly  of  Virginia,  till  the 
I'j.ih.  of  Oftober ;  and  Governor 
Wentworth  prorogued  that  of  New 
Hamplhire  to  the  igth  of  No- 
vember (eighteen  days  after  the 
ftamp  aft  was  to  be  in  force). 

Mr.  Meflerve,  the  ftamp-officer 
for  New  Hamp'.hirc,  wasfurrounded 

Qz  by 
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by  above  three  hundred  perfons  (fe- 
vsral  of  whom  were  men  of  pro- 
perty) and  obliged  to  epgage  not  to 
a6l  in  his  ollice. 

At  Providence,  a  Gazette  Extra- 
ordinary was  publifhed,  on  the  24th 
of  Auguft,  with  vox  populi,  vox 
DEI,  in  large  letters,  for  the  fron- 
tifpiece  ;  and  underneath,  Where 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  Li- 
berty, St.  Paul. — It  congratulated 
them  on  the  fpiritof  oppofition  that 
had  already  been  fhewn  in  divers  parts 
of  North  America;  and  went  on  in 
thefe  words- :  "  We  have  glorious  ac- 
counts from  all  parts,  of  the  noble 
fpiritof  the  people  in  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty," and  concluded  an  addrefs  to 
the  people  of  New  England,  thus : 
"  Let  nie  draw  towards  a  cmclufion, 
by  obferving  the  umverlal  fpirit 
which  now  prevails  thro'  die  colonies, 
to  take  all  la^vful  meafures  to  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  the  Ihimp  ad 
here.  This  lauda ble  zeal  hath  buril 
into  a  flame  in  Boilon,  and  the  ex- 
ertions  of  the  people  in  that  ancient 
town,  who  have  heretofore  been 
obliged  to  llruggle  fot  their  liberties, 
v^hen  inf^moufly  attacked,  as  their 
their  hiftory  ihews,  plainly  indicate 
that  the  fpirit  of  their  fathers  reft 
upon  them,  and  that  they  preferve 
in  their  breads  the  noble  fcnfations 
of  freedom." 

The  flame  now  ran  from  province 
to  province;  and  the  fpirit  of  oppo- 
fition v/as  almoft  univerfal  ;  Mr.  In- 
gerfoil,  ftamp  officer  of  Conne(flicut, 
had  fent  to  Wyndham  to  a  perfon 
whom  he  had  appointed  to  be  his 
deputy,  to  come  to  him  at  New  Ha- 
ven, to  receive  his  commiflion  ;  but 
the  inhabitants  at  Wyndham,  having 
knowledge  of  the  letter  he  had  re- 
ceived, furrounded  his  houfe,  de- 
manded the  letter  from  him,  and 
warned  him  not  to  accept  the  office, 
which  fo  terrified  him,  that  t\\t  very 
fame  poll  he  fent  back  an  abfolute 


refufal  of  taking  the  charge  upon 
him. 

The  fame  fate  awaited  his  princi- 
pal at  New  Haven,  whofe  refigna- 
tion  of  the  place  of  llamp  officer  was 
printed  in  the  Boilon  Poll  Boy  of 
Aug.  24,  in  the  following  words  : 

To  the  good  People  o/"Co  N  n  £  c  t  i  c  u  T, 
"  When  I  undertook  the  office  of 
dillributor  of  flamps  for  this  colony, 
I  meaiit  a  lervice  to  you,  and  really 
thought  ycu  would  have  viewed  it 
in  that  light,  when  you  came  to  un- 
deritand  the  nature  of  the  ftamp  aft, 
and  that  of  the  office  ;  but  fmce  it 
gives  you  {o  much  uneafinefs,  you 
may  be  aiTured,  if  I  fird  (after  the 
aft  takes  place,  which  is  the  tirft  of 
November)  that  you  fhall  not  incline 
to  p'archafe  or  make  ufe  of  any 
ftampt  paper,  I  fhall  not  force  it 
upon  you,  nor  think  i,t  worth  my 
while  to  trouble  you  or  m.yfelf  with 
any  exercifeof  my  office  ;  but  if  by 
that  time  I  fhall  find  you  generally 
in  much  need  of  the  ftampt  paper, 
and  very  anxious  to  obtain  it,  I  mall 
hope  you  will  be  willing  to  receive 
it  of  me  (if  I  fhall  happen  to  have 
any)  at  leaft  until  another  perfon 
more  agreeable  to  you  can  be  ap- 
pointed in  my  room. 

*'  I  cannot  but  vvifh  you  would 
think  more  how  to  get  rid  of  the 
Jiamp  aciy  than  of  the  officers  who 
are  to  fupply  you  with  paper,  and 
that  you  had  learnt  more  of  the  na-i 
ture  of  my  office  before  you  had  uo- 
deriaken  to  be  fo  very  angry  at  it.'* 

Keiu  ILu^oen,        ■,    y 

.  ^     '        I-  Ingersoll, 

Jug.  1765.         ^ 

This  refignntion  was  much  ap- 
plauded, but  fscrn?  r:uher  to  have 
been  the  efl'tftof  fear^  than  a  hearty 
defire  of  complying  with  the  temper 
of  the  times  ;  for,  whtn  the  people 
aflembled  round  his"hcufe,  and  de- 
manded, whether  he  intended  to  aft 
in  that  office,  or  r^'fign,  he  an- 
fwercd, 
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Cwered,  that  as  he  had  accepted  the 
office  in  perfon,  he  did  not  think  he 
had  power  to  refign..  They  next  de- 
manded whether,  when  the  llampt 
paper  arrived,  he  would  deliver  it  to 
them,  to  make  a  bonfire  f  Or — 
have  his  houfe  palled  down.  To 
this  qtreftion  he  llrove  to  evade  giv- 
ing an  anfwer,  by  defiring  them  to 
wait  the  meeting  of  the  afTembly, 
and  feveral  other  pretences  ;  but 
when  he  found  ail  unavailing,  he 
then  promifed,  "  that  when  they 
arrived,  he  would  either  re-(hip 
them  to  be  fent  back  ;  or,  when 
they  were  in  his  houfe,  he  would 
leave  his  doors  open,  that  they  might 
then  act  as  they  thought  proper  ;  this 
fatisfied  them,  and  they  difperfed  ; 
and  the  above  advertifement  appear- 
ed in  the  paper. 

On  the  26th  of  Augull,  about 
twilight,  a  fmall  bonfire  was  kindled 
in  King-ftreet,  Bollon,  and  fur- 
rounded  only  by  a  few  boys  and 
children  ;  but  when  the  fireward 
endeavoured,  to  extinguifli  it,  he 
was  whifpered,  by  an  unknown 
perfon,  to  defill ;  which  he  not  re- 
garding, received  a  Mow  on  his 
arm,  and  fuch  other  marks  of  dif- 
pleafure,  as  obliged  him  to  with- 
draw. But  prefently  after  a  parti- 
cular whillle  and  whoop  was  heard 
from  feveral  quarters,  which  in- 
ftantly  drew  together  a  great  num- 
ber ot  perfons,  difguifed,  and  armed 
with  clubs,  fticks,  &c.  who  aflaulted 
the  houfe  of  William  Story,  Efq; 
deputy  regitler  of  the  Vice- Admi- 
ralty, oppofite  the  north  fide  of  the 
Court-Houle,  the  lower  part  of 
which,  being  his  ofnce,  was  broke 
open,  the  files  and  public  records 
of  that  court  were  feized,  and  con- 
demned to  the  fiames. 

This  did  not  take  up  half  an 
hour,  when  they  rulhed  onwards 
(encreafmg  in  thei?  nuiabers)  to  the 


new-built  houfe  of  Benjamin  Hallo- 
well,  jun.  Efq;  the  furnitmre  of 
which  they  deftroyed.  About  ten 
o'clock,  they  attacked  the  houfe  of 
the  Lieut.  Governor,  which,  in  a 
few  hours,  they  ftript  of  its  furni- 
ture ;  and  even  his  apparel,  books, 
&c.  were  deilroyed.  After  which 
they  difperfed. 

Th«  next  morning  was  the  time 
for  holding  the  aflize  and  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  when  the 
chief  julHce  was  obliged  to  attend 
in  his  only  fuit,  w^hile  the  gentle- 
men of  the  bench  and  bar  were  in 
their  refpedi\'e  robes.  But  the  chief 
inhabitants  were  very  ftrenuous  to 
dilHnguifh  *'  that  tumultuous  and 
outrageous  behaviour,  from  a  truly 
noble  oppofition  to  the  impofition  of 
internal  taxes,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  refpedllve  legiflatures 
of  the  colonies."  The  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  town  was  reftored, 
and  prefen^ed  by  a  nightly  military 
w^atch,  and  feveral  perfons  were 
apprehended  and  committed  to  goal, 
on  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  ia 
the  late  riots. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
outrages  on  the  26th  v/ere  not  only 
difavowed  by  the  reputable  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  but,  on  a  fhort 
notice,  they  met  at  Fanueil-hall  in. 
great  numbers,  and  teitified  their 
utter  deteflation  of  the  exf^aordinary 
and  violent  proceedings  of  the  un- 
known perfons  the  preceding  night; 
and  they  unanimoully  voted  **  Tkat 
the  felecl  men,  and  magillrates  of 
the  town,  be  defired  to  ufe  their 
utmoil  endeavours,  agreeable  to  law, 
to  fupprefs  fuch  diforders  for  the 
future ;  and  that  the  freeholders, 
and  other  inhabitants,  will  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  t®  alfiil  them 
therein."  The  next  day  a  procla- 
mation was  publifhed  by  the  gover- 
nor, offering  a  reward  of  300I.  for 
the  difcovery  of  any  of  the  ring- 
leaders. 
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leaders,  and  lool.  for  any  of  the 
other  perfons  concerned  in  that  riot. 

On  Tuefday  the  27th  of  Auguft 
(for,  as  if  it  had  been  previoufly 
concerted,  the  commotions  through- 
out the  provinces  all  happened  with- 
in a  few  days  of  each  other)  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
people  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Ifland, 
brought  forth  the  effigies  of  three 
perfons,  in  a  cart,  with  halters 
about  their  necks,  to  a  gallows, 
twenty  feet  high,  placed  near  the 
Town-houfe,  where  they  were  hung 
to  public  view  till  near  night,  when 
they  were  cut  down,  and  burnt  un- 
der the  gallows,  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  thoufands. 

The  next  evening  they  aflembled 
again,  and  befet  the  houfe  of  Mar- 
tin Howard,  jun.  Efq;  the  furni- 
ture, &c.  thereof  they  burnt  and 
dellroyed,  as  they  -did  next  that  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Moffat,  leaving  the 
houfes  mere  Ihells.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  houfe  of  Auguf- 
tus  Johnfton,  Efq;  who  had  been 
appointed  ftamp-mafter  for  Rhode 
Jfiand,  but  were  met  and  parleyed 
with  by  a  gentleman,  who,  telling 
them  the  houfe  was  not  Mr.  John- 
lion's  property,  they  defifled  from 
any  farther  attempts,  but  infifted 
that  Mr.  Johnfton's  effeds  fliould 
be  delivered  to  them  next  day, 
unlefs  he  would  refign  his  place, 
which  he  did  on  his  coming  to  town 
next  day,  in  the  following  terms, 
and  then  they  difperfed  : 

^0  the  Inhabitants  of  the  to'vjn  of 

Ne<wportf 

Gentlemen, 

•'  As  1  find  my  bemg  appointed 

the  ftamp-officer  of  ihis  co-ony  has 

irritated   the  people    of  this    town 

flgainft  me,  though  tne  office  was 

beftowed  on    me  unafked  and  un- 

ihoughtof;  and  being  willing,  as 

f^  as  it  is  m  xny  pov-er,  to  rcitorc 


tranquility  to  the  town,  do  engage, 
upon  my  honour,  that  I  will  not  ac- 
cept of  the  faid  office,  upon  any 
terms,  unlefs  I  have  your  confent 
for  the  fame. 

Augustine  Johnston." 

JuguJ}  29,    1765. 

On  thefe  outrages,  Mr.  Howard 
and  Mr.  Moffat,  finding  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  people  was  very  high 
againft  them,  and  fearing  their  per- 
fons would  not  be  fafe  in  Newport, 
took  fhelter  in  the  Signet  man  of 
war,  and  foon  after  departed  for 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  loth  of  September,  the 
ffamp  papers  for  the  ufe  of  the  New 
England  Government,  arrived  at 
Boiton  ;  of  which  the  Governor  in- 
formed the  Affembly  in  the  follow- 
ing fpeech  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gentle- 
men of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentati^veSj 

'*  A  Ihip  is  arrived  in  the  har- 
bour with  Itamped  papers  on  board 
for  the  King's  ufe  in  this  province, 
and  alfo  with  other  ftamped  papers 
for  the  like  ufe  for  the  province  of 
NewHampihireand  colony  of  Rhode 
Ifland  ;  as  Mr.  Oliver  has  declined 
the  office  of  diftributor  of  ftamped 
papers,  and  cannot  fafely  meddle 
with  what  are  arrived,  the  care  of 
them  devolves  to  this  government, 
as  having  a  general  c  arge  of  the 
King's  interell  within  it.  I  have 
already  laid  this  matter  before  the 
Council,  and  they  refer  it  to  a  Ge- 
neral Court  ;  I  therefore  now  apply 
to  you  jointly  to  defire  your  advice 
and  affillance,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  (lamped  papers  defigned  for  thit 
government,  being  the  King's  pro- 
perty, of  very  confiderable  value, 
fafe  and  fecure  for  his  Majelly's  fur- 
rlier  orders.  I  muft  alfo  defire  you 
at  the  fame  time  to  confider  of  the 
like  prcfervative  of  the  ilamped  pa- 
pers Qt;figRed  for  New  Hampfliirc 

and 
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and  Rhode  Ifland,  if  the  diftributors 
appointed  for  thofe  governments 
Ihould  decline  to  have  the  charge  of 
them,  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  care  of 
them  will  devolve  to  this  govern- 
ment, equally  with  others/' 

To  which  the  Aflembly  replied. 

May  it  pie afe  your  Excellency ^ 
**  The  Houfe  having  given  all 
due  attention  to  your  Excellency's 
meifage  of  this  day,  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  the 
llamped.  papers  mentioned  in  your 
meffage  are  brought  here  without 
any  diredlions  to  this  government  : 
it  is  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  that  it 
may  prove  of  ill  confequence  for 
them  anyways  to  intereft  themfelves 
in  this  matter ;  we  hope  therefore 
your  Excellency  will  excufe  us,  if 
we  cannot  fee  our  way  clear  enough 
to  give  you  any  advice  or  aflillance 
therein." 

The  General  Aflembly  having 
thus  declined  to  interfere  in  the  di- 
redlion  of  the  ftamp  paper,  the  Go- 
vernor again  applied  to  the  Council, 
who  advifed  him  to  lodge  the  ftamp 
papers  in  the  Caftle  ;  but  various  re- 
ports having  been  fpread  concerning 
this  meafure,  his  Excellency  on  the 
firfl:  of  Odlober  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  the  Council : 
Gentlemen, 

**  I  have  been  informed  that  it  is 
reported  about  the  town,  that  the 
ftamped  papers  are  to  be  lodged  in 
the  Callle,  there  to  be  unpacked 
and  diilributed.  I  have  frequently 
in  converfttion  fhewn  the  abfurdity 
of  fuch  a  fuppofition  ;  but  as  what 
I  have  faid  is  perhaps  not  much 
known,  I  make  this  declaration  to 
you  :  That  I  have  no  warrant,  or- 
der, or  authority  whatfoever,  to  dif- 
tribate  the  llamped  papers,  or  to  un- 
pack the  bales,  or  feparate  the  par- 
cels, or  order  any  perfoa  whatfoever 


fo  to  do  ;  that  it  cannot  be  conceived 
that  I  Ihould  be  fo  imprudent  as  to 
undertake  a  bufinefs  to  which  I  have 
no  appointment,  and  make  myfelf 
anfwerable  for  large  fums  of  money, 
the  receipt  of  which  I  cannot  attend 
to,  and  have  no  power  to  direft  or 
order  :  What  I  have  done  in  purfu- 
ance  of  your  advice,  in  ordering  the 
damped  papers  to  be  depofited  in 
the  Caftle,  and  there  to  be  defended 
with  all  the  force  of  that  fortrefs, 
was  to  preferve  them  entire  an^  un-- 
packed  for  his  Majefty's  ufe.  la 
this  I  have  had  two  things  in  view, 
to  prevent  imprudent  people  com- 
mitting an  high  infult  upon  the 
King,  an  indignity  which  would  be 
fure  to  meet  with  particular  refent- 
ment ;  and  to  fave  the  town  or  pro- 
vince, as  it  may  happen,  from  be- 
ing made  a.nfwerable  for  fo  great  a 
fum  as  the  value  of  the  ftamped  pa- 
pers will  amount  to  ;  as  they  cer- 
tainly will  be,  if  the  ftamped  papers 
fhould  be  taken  away.  In  provid- 
ing again  ft  thefe  two  evils,  fureiy 
we  are  endeavouring  to  do  the  town 
and  province  real  and  important  fer- 
vice,  whatever  people,  in  their  pre- 
fent  temper,  may  tnink." 

*'  His  Excellency  having  made 
the  foregoing  declaration  to  the 
Board,  they  figniiied  their  aaiani- 
mou3  defire  to  his  Excellency,  that 
he  would  permit  the  fame  to  be  pub- 
lifhed ;  and  his  Excellency  there- 
upon gave  permiffion  for  publifning 
the  fame  accordingly." 

A.  Oliver,  Sec. 

About  this  time  the  following 
advertifemcnt  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Gazette  : 

To  Mejfrs .  Greek  and  R  i  x  d  . 
Gentlemen, 

*'  I  am  informed  that  the  ftamp- 
lav/  talies  place  the  iirft  day  of  No- 
vember next ;  1  therefore  hereby 
givR  notice  to  all  o.^.ceis  whatfoever 

that 
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that  may  be  appointed  by  vlrtae  of 
that  moft  grievous  and  unconlUtu- 
tional  aft  (to  prevent  them  trouble) 
that  I  will  pay  no  tax  whatever,  bdt 
what  is  laid  upon  me  by  my  repre- 
fentatives.  I  am,  gentlemen, 
Your  humble  fervant, 

Benjamin  Welsh." 

While  the  colonies  (hewed  the 
ftrongell  marks  of  diflike  to  thole 
whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Itamp-aft,  they  were 
as  ftrongin  their  marks  of  approba- 
tion of  thofe  svho  had  oppofed  itr. 
paffing.  On  the  i8th  of  Septem- 
ber, at  a  meeting  of  the  freeJiolders 
and  inhabitants  of  Bolton,  a  com- 
mittee of  feven  gentlemen  v/as  che'en 
**  to  draw  up  and  tranfmit  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway  and  Colonel  Ifaac 
Barre,  feveral  addreiTes  of  thanks 
for  their  patriotic  fpeeches  in  parlia- 
incnt,  in  favour  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  colonills ;  and  to 
defire  correft  copies  thereof  to  be 
placed  among  their  moil  precious 
archives."  And  they  voted  the  pic- 
tures of  thofe  gentlemen  to  be  placed 
in  their  Town-hall. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  21,  there  was 
publifhed  a  ncv/  news-paper  in  Ame- 
rica, under  the  following  title, 
"  The  Constitutional  Cou- 
RANT,  containing  matters  interell- 
ing  to  Liberty,  and  no  v/ays  repug- 
nant to  Loyalty  ;"  It  had  an  emble- 
matical head-piece,  of  a  fnake  cut 
into  feveral  pieces,  on  each  of  which 
were  the  initial  letters  of  the  names 
of  the  feveral  colonies,  and  over  it, 
•*  Join  or  die"  in  large  letters, 
and  the  imprint  was,  *•  Printed  by 
Andrc^v  Marvel,  at  the  fign  of  the 
Bribe  refufcdy  on  Conjlituiicn-hiliy 
North  America." 

The  25th  of  September  the  Ge- 
neral Aflenibly  of  the  province  at 
Mallachufett's-Bav,    in  New   Eng- 


land, met  at  Bollon,  when  his  Ex*- 
cellency  Francis  Bernard,  Efq;  Go- 
vernor of  the  faid  province,  mad* 
the  following  fpcech  to  them  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Couvcil,  and  Gentje- 
jnen  of  the  H-yife  of  R.eprefcnt  ati'ves , 
*'  1  have  called  you  together  at 
this  unufual  time,  i-i  piiriuance  of 
the  unanimous  advice  of  a  very  full 
Council,  that  you  may  take  into 
confideration  the  preient  Hate  of  the 
province,  and  determine  what  is  to 
be  done  at  this  difficult  and  danger- 
ous conjunflure.  1  need  not  recount 
to  you  the  vicleaces  which  have 
been  committed  in  thi^s  tov/n,  npr 
the  declarations  v/hich  have  bee.a 
made  and  liill  fubnil,  that  t\\^  sutt 
of  parliament  for  granting  fciimp- 
duties  in  the  Britith  colonics  fhall 
not  be  executed  within  this  province,. 
The  ordinary  executive  authority  of 
this  government  is  much  too  weak 
to  contradict  fuch  declarations,  or 
oppofc  the  force  by  which  they  -are 
fupported :  It  has  therefore  been 
found  necelTary  to  call  the  whole  le- 
giilative  power  in  aid  of  the  execu- 
tive government.  From  this  time 
this  arduous  bullnefs  will  be  put  into 
your  hands,  and  it  will  become  a 
provincial  concern. 

*'  Upon  this  occafion  it  is  my  duty 
to  ftate  to  you  what  will  probably  be 
the  confequences,  if  you  Hiould  fuffer 
a  confirmed  difobedience  of  this  ad: 
of  parliament  to  take  place.  lam 
fenfible  how  dangerous  it  is  to  fpeak 
out  at  this  time,  and  upon  this  fub- 
jedl ;  but  my  rtation  will  not  allow 
me  to  be  awed  orrelb\*aed  in  what 
1  have  to  fay  to  the  Gciicral  Court ; 
not  only  my  duty  to  the  King,  but 
my  duty  to  the  Province,  my  love' 
to  it,  my  concern  for  it,  obl'ge  me 
to  be  plain  and  explicit  upon  this 
occafion.  And  I  hope  no  advocate 
for  liberty  will  violate  that  elfential 
conftitutional  right,  freedom  of 
fpcech  ia   the    G-.-nL-ral    A/lembly. 

"  As 


PRIOR        DOCUMENTS. 


*'  As  I  defire  not  to  di£late  to  you, 
and  would  avoid  all  appearance  of  it, 
I  fhall  relblve  what  I  have  to  recom- 
mend to  your  confideration  into  mere 
queltions,  and  avoid  afiertions  of  my 
own  in  matters  which  are  doubtful. 
I  fhall  not  enter  into  any  dif:|uihdon 
of  the  policy  of  the  aft  :  it  has  never 
been  a  part  of  my  bufmefs  to  enter 
into  any  judgment  of  it;  and  as  I 
have  not  hitherto  had  any  opportu- 
nity to  exprefs  any  fentiments  of  it, 
I  fhall  not  do  it  now.  I  have  only 
to  fay,  that  it  is  an  aft  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  as  fuch- 
ought  to  be  obeyed  by  the  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain.  And  1  truft  that  the 
fupremacy  of  that  parliament,  over 
all  the  members  of  their  wdde  and 
difFufed  empire,  never  was,  and  never 
will  be  denied  within  thefe  walls. 

**  TheRightof  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britian  to  make  laws  for  the 
American  colonies,  however  it  has 
been  controverted  in  America,  re- 
mains indifputableat  Weftminiler.  If 
it  is  yet  to  be  made  a  quelHon,  who 
fhall  determine  it  but  the  parliament  ? 
If  the  parliament  declares  that  this 
right  is  inherent  in  them,  arc  they 
like  to  acquiefce  in  an  open  and 
forcible  oppofition  to  the  exercife  of 
it  ?  Will  they  not  more  probably 
maintain  fuch  right,  and  fupport 
their  own  authority  r  Is  it  in  the  will 
or  in  the  power,  or  for  the  interell 
of  this  province  to  oppofe  fuch  au- 
thority ?  If  fuch  oppofition  Ihouid 
be  made,  may  it  not  bring  on  a  con- 
teft,  v/hich  may  prove  the  moft  de- 
trimental and  ruinous  event  which 
could  happen  to  this  people  ? 

"  It  is  faid,  that  the  gentleman 
who  oppofed  this  aft  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  did  not  difpute  the 
authority  of  parliament  to  make 
fuch  a  law,  but  argued  upon  the 
inexpediency  of  it  at  this  time,  and 
the  inability  of  the  colonies  to  bear 
fuch  an  impofition,     Thefe  are  two 


diflinft  queftions,  which  may  receive 
diflerent  aniwers.  The  power  of 
the  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies 
may  be  admitted,  and  yet  the  expe* 
diency  of  exerclfmg  that  power  at 
fuch  a  time,  and  in  fuch  a  manner, 
may  be  denied.  But  if  the  queflions 
are  blended  together,  fo  as  to  admit 
of  but  one  anfwer,  the  affirmative  of 
the  right  of  parliament  will  conclude 
for  the  expediency  of  the  aft.  Con- 
fider  therefore,  gentlemen,  if  ycu 
found  your  application  for  relief 
upon  denying  the  parliament's  right 
to  make  fuch  a  law,  whether  you 
will  not  take  from  your  friends  and 
advocates  the  ufe  of  thofe  arguments, 
which  are  moft  like  to  procure  the 
relief  you  defire  ? 

*'  You,  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  have  propofed  a 
congrefs  of  committees  from  the  re- 
prefentatives of  feveral  colonies,  to 
confider  of  a  general,  united,  duti- 
ful, loyal  and  humble  reprefentation 
which  you  have  propofed  ?  Will  the 
denying  the  power. and  authority  of 
the  King  and  Parliament,  be  the 
proper  means  to  obtain  their  favour  ? 
If  the  parliament  Ihould  be  difpofed 
to  repeal  this  aft,  will  they  pfobabjy 
do  it  whilil  there  fubfifts  a  forcible 
oppofition  to  the  execution  of  it  ?  Is 
it  not  more  probable,  that  they  will 
require  a  fubmifficn  to  their  authority 
as  a  preliminary  to  their  granting 
you  any  relief.?  Confider  then, 
whether  the  oppofition  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  aft  has  not  a  direft  ten- 
dency to  defeat  the  meafures  you 
have  taken  to  procure  a  repeal  of  it, 
if  you  do  not  interpofe  to  prevent  it. 

*'  By  this  aft,  all  papers  which 
are  not  duly  ftamped  are  to  be  null 
and  void  ;  and  all  perfons  who  (hall 
iign,  engrofs,  or  write  any  fuch  pa- 
pers, will  forfeit,  for  each  faft,  ten 
pounds.  If  therefore  ilamps  are  not 
to  be  ufed,  all  public  offices  mull  be 
fhut  up  :  for  it  cannot  be  expefted, 
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that  anv  officer  fhould  incur  pencil- 
ties  much  beyond  all  he  is  worth, 
for  the  fake  of  doing  what  mull  be 
null  and  void  when  it  is  done.  I 
would  therefore  dcfire  you  to  confider 
what  effedts  the  flopping  two  kinds 
of  offices  only,  the  Courts  of  Juftice 
and  the  Cullom-houles,  will  have 
upon  the  generality  of  the  people. 
When  the  Courts  of  Ju (lice  are  ihut 
up,  no  one  will  be  able  to  fue  for 
a  debt  due  to  him.  Mull  not  then 
all  credit  and  mutual  faith  ceafe  of 
courfe,  and  fraud  and  rapine  take 
their  place  r  Will  any  one's  perfon 
or  property  be  f;fe,  when  their  fole 
protec%r,  the  law,  is  debafed  to 
a6l  t  Muit  not  the  hand  of  violence 
be  then  let  loofe,  and  force  of  arms 
become  the  only  governing  power  ? 
It  is  eafy  to  form  an  adequate  idea 
of  a  Hate  of  general  outlawry  :  And 
may  not  the  reality  exceed  the  worll 
idea  you  can  form  of  it  ^ 

**  If  trade  and  navigation  Ihall  ceafe 
by  the  fhutting  up  the  ports  of  this 
province  for  wanj:  of  legal  clearances  ; 
are  you  fure  that  all  other  ports  which 
can  rival  thefe  will  be  fhut  up  alfo  ? 
Can  you  depend  upon  recovering 
your  trade  again  entire  and  undi- 
miniflied,  when  you  fhall  be  pleafed 
to  re  fume  it  ?  Can  the  people  of 
this  province  fubfill  within  naviga- 
tion for  any  long  time  ?  What  will 
become  of  the  feamen  who  will  be 
put  out  of  employment  ?  What  will 
become  of  the  tradefmen  who  imme- 
diately depend  upon  the  navigation 
for  their  daily  bread  ?  Will  thefe 
people  endure  want  quietly  without 
troubling  their  neighbours  ?  What 
will  become  of  die  numberlefs  fa- 
milies which  depend  upon  fifhery  .-* 
Will  they  be  able  to  turn  the  pro- 
duce of  their  year's  work  into  the 
necefihries  of  life  without  naviga- 
lion  ?  Are  there  not  numberlefs 
other  families  who  do  not  appear 
imnftediately  concerned    in    trade. 


and  yet  ultimately  depend  upon  it? 
Do  you  think  it  pofiible  to  provide 
for  the  infinite  chain  of  the  depen- 
dants upon  trade,  who  will  be 
brought  to  want  by  the  flopping  of 
it  ?  It  is  certain  that  this  province 
has  a  flock  of  provilions  within  it- 
felf  fufhcient  for  all  its  inhabitants, 
without  the  ufunl  imports?  If  there 
fhoidd  be  a  fufrlciency  in  general, 
can  it  be  diflributed  among  all  the 
individuals  without  great  violence 
and  confafion  ?  In  fiiort,  can  this 
province  bear  a  ceifation  of  law  and 
juflice,  and  of  trade  and  navigation, 
at  a  time  when  the  bufmefs  of  the 
year  is  to  be  wound  up,  and  the 
fevere  feafon  is  hafliiy  approaching  .'' 
Thefe  are  ferious  and  alarming 
quellions,  which  deferve  a  cool  and 
difpafiionate  confideration. 

*'  1  would  not  willingly  aggra- 
vate the  dangers  which  are  before 
you :  I  do  not  think  it  very  eafy  to 
do  it :  This  province  feems  to  me 
to  be  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice  ; 
and  that  it  depends  upon  you  to  pre- 
vent its  falling.  Poflibly  I  may  fear 
more  for  you  than  you  do  for  your- 
felvcs ;  but  in  the  fituation  you  now 
ftand,  a  fight  of  your  danger  is  ne- 
celTary  to  your  prefervation  !  and  it 
is  my  bufmefs  to  open  it  to  you. 
But  I  do  not  pretend  to  enumerate 
all  the  evils  which  may  poffibly  hap- 
pen ;  feveral,  and  fome  of  no  little 
importance,  will  occur  to  you,  tho* 
they  have  been  omitted  by  me.  In 
a  word,  gentlemen,  never  were  your 
judgment  and  prudence  fo  put  to  a 
trial,  as  they  arc  like  to  be  upon  th» 
prefent  occafion. 

**  I  am  aware  that  endeavours 
have  been,  or  may  be  ufed,  to  icRen 
my  credit  with  you,  which  I  hav« 
hitherto  always  lludied  to  improve 
to  the  advantage  of  the  province. 
Violences  fcldom  come  alone  :  The 
fame  fpirit  which  pulls  down  houfes 
attacks  reputatiORS.     The  befl  men 
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in  the  province  have  been  much  in- 
jured in  this  way;  I  myfelf  have 
not  efcaped  this  malignity.  But  I 
ihall  not  lower  myfelf  fo  as  to  an- 
fwer  fuch  accufers  :  To  you  I  fhall 
always  owe  fuch  explanations  as  fhall 
be  neceffary  to  the  improvement  of 
a  good  underftanding  between  us. 
However,  I  will  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  declare  publicly,  that  ever 
fince  I  have  fat  in  this  chair,  I  have 
been  conilantly  attentive  to  the  true 
interefrs  of  this  province,  according 
to  the  bell:  of  my  underftanding,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  promote  them 
by  all  means  in  my  power.  The 
welfare  of  this  people  is  Hill  uppecr 
moil  in  my  heart :  and  I  believe  no 
man  feels  m.ore  for  them  than  I  do 
at  this  pref^nt  time. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hoiife  of  Rcprefai- 
tati'veSy 
"  I  mull:  recommend  you  to  do 
an  adl  of  juftice,  which  at  the  fame 
time  will  refleft  credit  upon  your- 
felves  ;  I  mean  to  order  a  compen- 
fation  to  be  made  to  the  fufferers  by 
the  late  dreadful  diflurbances.  Their 
lofTes  are  too  great  for  them  to  fit 
down  with  ;  one  of  them  amounts 
to  a  very  large  fum.  You  muft  be 
fenfible  that  it  will  be  expected  that 
thefe  damages  be  made  good ;  and 
it  will  be  better  for  you  to  do  it  of 
your  own  accord  before  any  rrquifi- 
tion  is  made  to  you.  An  ellimate 
of  thefe  damages  is  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  council,  purfuant  to 
order,  v/hich  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen, 
*'  I  am  fenfibleof  the  difficulty  of 
the  part  you  have  to  a<ft  ;  it  may  not 
be  fufiicient  for  you  to  be  convinced 
of  a  fubmiffion  to  the  lavv-  for  the  pre- 
fent,  unlefs  the  fame  conviftion  Ihall 
be  extended  to  the  people  in  gene- 
ral. If  this  fnould  be  fo,  I  can  only 
deiire  you  to  ufe  all  meanfc  tp  make 


yourfelves  well  acquainted  with  the 

exigency  of  the  prefent  time  ;  and  if 

you  lliall  be  perfuaded  that  a  difobe- 

dience    of  the  ad  is  produftive  of 

much  more  evil  than  a  fubmiffion  to 

it   can   be,  you  muft  endeavour   to 

convince   your  conftituents    of  the 

truth  of  fuch  perfuaiion.     In   fuch 

cafe  I  ihall  readily  grant  you  a  re- 

cefs  for  a  fufficient  time  ;  and  I  fhall 

be  ready  to  concur  with  you  in  all 

other  legal  meafures  to  provide  for 

the  fafety  of  the  people  in  the  beft 

manner. 

Council  Chamber,  „         ^  „ 

o  .,  ^       r  RA.  Bernard." 

ctept,  25,  1765. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefeniatives  im- 
mediately appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his 
Excellency's  fpeech,  and  the  draught 
Vv-as  to  have  been  reported  the  28th  ; 
on  the  preceding  day,  both  the 
houles  of  aflembly  received  the  afto- 
nilhing,  fudden,  and  unexpeded 
melTage  to  adjourn  to  the  23d  of 
Oaober. 

The  26th  of  September  the  hon. 
Thomas  Finch,  Efq;  governor  of 
Connecticut,  iflued  a  proclamation, 
'*  requiring  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  to  ufe  their  utmoil  endea- 
vours for  preventing  and  fuppreffing 
all  riots  and  tumultuous  ailemblies  :" 
but  fo  great  was  the  dread  of  the 
peoples  refentment,  that  William 
Storey,  Efq;  refigned  his  office  of 
deputy-rcgilter  of  the  court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  ;  as  fome  days  before, 
William  Cox,  Efq;  had  refigned  his 
office  as  ftamp-maltcr  for  New-Jer- 

About  the  fiime  tim.e,  fourteen 
boxes  more  of  ftampt  paper  arrived 
at  Bo  lion  for  the  ufe  o^  that  pro- 
vince ;  and  of  New  Ilamplliire  and 
Rhode  ifland;  but  the  ihips  that 
brought  them  were  obliged  to  be 
guarded  in  by  a  man  of  war  floop 
and  a  cutter,  and  brought  to  under 
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the  protcclion  of  the  gans  of  the 
caftle. 

The  inhabitants  of  Conneflicut 
not  being  fully  fatisfied  with  the  fiiTc 
declaration  of  Mr.  Innerjoll,  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
eaftern  parts  of  the  province  came  on 
horfeback  to  Hartford  on  the  i8th 
of  September,  and  declared  they 
were  on  their  way  to  Newhaven,  to 
demand  of  Mr.  IngerfoU  a  total  re- 
fignaticn  of  his  ofRce,  as  werealfo  a 
number  of  their  companions  on  the 
lower  roads,  who  \vere  all  to  rendez- 
vous at  Brentford  the  next  day  ;  they 
then  feparated  to  get  lodgings  in 
Hartford  for  that  night.  In  the 
evening  they  received  information 
that  Mr.  IngerfoU  was  to  be  in  town 
the  next  day,  to  apply  to  the  aflem- 
bly  for  protection  ;  but  leit  he  fliould 
come  in  the  night,  to  ihun  them, 
they  kept  a  patrole  in  the  flreets  all 
that  night  to  prevent  his  coming 
unnoticed  ;  but  he  not  arriving  the 
next  morning,  the  whole  body  fet 
off,  and  in  about  an  hour  met  Mr. 
IngerfoU  at  the  lower  end  of  We- 
t'lersfield,  and  told  him  their  bufi- 
nefs,  when,  after  many  evafions  and 
debates,  he  read  his  refignation  to 
the  multitude,  who  denred  him  to 
cry  out  Liberty  and  Froperiy  three 
times,  which  he  did  ;  and  they  re- 
turned three  loud  huzzas.  Mr.  In- 
gerfoU then  went  and  dined  at  the 
tavern  with  many  of  the  company, 
and  a  party  of  about  five  hundred 
efcorted  him  to  Hartford,  where  he 
j'.gain  publicly  read  his  rcngnation, 
vvhich  they  again  applauded  with 
three  huzzas,  and  then  t!iey  ail  dif- 
perfed  without  any  dillurbancc.  His 
refignation  was  as  follows : 

Wethersficld,  Sept.  9,  1765. 
"  I  do  hereby  prv^mife,  that  I 
will  never  receive  any  ilamped  pa- 
pers, Vv^hich  may  arrive  from  Eu- 
rofc,  in  coiifequence  of  an  a^ft  lately 
}aued  in   the  parliament  of  Great 


Britain^  nor  officiate  in  any  manner 
as  ftamp-mafler,  or  diftributor  of 
flamps,  within  this  colony  of  Con-  , 
ne^icut,  either  diredly  or  indirectly. 
And  I  do  hereby  notify  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  his  Majetly's  colony  of 
Connefticut,  (notvvithftanding  the 
faid  ofiice  or  trull  has  been  com- 
mitted to  me)  not  to  apply  to  me, 
ever  after,  for  any  fuch  Ilamped  pa- 
pers, hereby  declaring,  that  I  do  re- 
lign  the  faid  office,  and  execute  thefe 
prefents  of  my  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord, without  any  equivocation,  or 
mental  refervation. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  here- 
unto fet  my  hand, 

J.  Ingersoll.'*" 

In  Philadelphia,  the  houfe  of  af- 
fembly  met  on  the  21ft  of  Septem- 
ber, and  came  to  the  following  re- 
iblutions  : 

<*  The  Houfe  taking  into  confi- 
deration,  that  an  a£l  of  parliament 
has  lately  pafled  in  England,  for 
impofing  certain  ftamp  duties,  and 
other  duties  on  his  Majefly's  fubjeds 
in  America,  whereby  they  conceive 
feme  of  their  moil  eiTentlal  and  va- 
luable rights,  as  Britifh  fubjeds,  to 
be  deeply  affefted,  think  it  a  duty 
they  owe  to  themfelves,  and  their 
poiterity,  to  come  to  the  following 
refolutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
affembiies  of  this  province  have, 
f/om  time  to  time,  whenever  requi- 
fitions  have  been  made  by  his  Ma- 
jelry,  for  carrying  on  military  ope- 
rations for  the  defence  of  America, 
moil  chearfully  and  liberally  con- 
tributed their  full  proportion  of  men 
and  money  for  thofc  ferviccs. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  when- 
ever his  Majeity's  fervice  fliall,  for 
the  future,  require  the  aids  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province,  and 
they  Ihall  be  called  upon  for  that 
purpofe,  in  a  constitutional 
WAY,  it  will  be  their  indifpen fable 
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duty  moft  chearfiilly  and  liberally  to 
grant  to  his  Majefly  their  proportion 
of  men  and  money,  for  the  defence, 
fecurity,  and  other  public  fervices 
of  the  Britilh  American  colonies. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  are  in- 
titled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  his  Majcfty's  fubjefts  in  Great 
Britain,  or  elfewhere  ;  and  that  the 
conftitution  of  government  in  this 
province  is  founded  on  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  and  the  noble 
principles  of  Englilh  liberty,  and 
therefore  is,  or  ought  to  be,  per- 
fectly free. 

JRefolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  it  is 
the  inherent  birth-right,  and  indu- 
bitable privilege  of  every  Britiih  fub- 
je6l,  to  be  taxed  only  by  his  own 
confent,  or  that  of  his  legal  repre- 
fentotives,  in  conjundlion  with  his 
Majefty,  or  his  fubilitutes. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
only  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province,  are  the 
perlbns  they  annually  elecl  to  ferve 
a^  members  of  ailembly, 

Refolved  therefore,  N.  C.  D. 
That  the  taxation  of  the  people  of 
this  province,  by  any  other  perfons 
whatfoever  than  fucii  their  reprefen- 
tatives in  affembly,  is  uncoxsti- 
TUTioNAL,  and  fubverfive  of  their 
moll  valuable  rights, 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
laying  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  in  any  other  manner', 
being  manifeilly  fabveriive  of  public 
liberty,  mull,  of  neceiTary  confe- 
quence,  be  utterly  deitru^tive  of 
public  happinefs. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
\'eiling  an  authority  in  the  courts  of 
admiralty  to  decide  in  fuits  relating 
^to  the  ftamp  duties,  and  other  mat- 
ters, foreign  to  their  proper  jurifdic- 
tion,  is  highly  dangerous  to  the  li- 
berties of  his  Majeity's  American 
iubjeds,  contrary  to  Magna  Charta, 
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the  great  charter  and  fountain  of 
Englilh  liberty,  and  deftruftive  of 
one  of  their  moil  darling  ank  acknoav- 
ledged  rights y    that   of  trials   by 

JURIES. 

Refolved,  N  C.  D.  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the 
rellraints  impofed  by  feveral  a<fts  of 
parliament  on  the  trade  of  this  pro- 
vince, at  a  time  when  the  people 
labour  under  an  enormous  load  of 
debt,  mud  of  neceffity  be  attended 
Vv-ith  the  moil  fatal  confequences, 
not  only  to  this  province,  but  to 
the  trade  of  our  mother  country. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  this 
houfe  think  it  their  duty  thus  firmly 
to  aflert,  with  modelly  and  decency, 
their  inherent  rights,  that  their  pof- 
terity  may  learn  and  know,  that  it 
was  not  v/ith  their  confent  and  ac- 
quiefcence,  that  any  taxes  fhould  be 
levied  on  them  by  any  perfons  but 
their  own  reprefentatives ;  and  are 
defirous  that  thefe  their  refolves 
fhould  remain  on  their  minutes,  as 
a  teilimony  of  the  zeal  and  ardent 
defire  of  the  prefent  houfe  of  alTem- 
biy  to  preferve  their  tnej}i?nable 
rights,  which,  as  Englifhmen,  they 
have  pofleiied  everfince  this  province 
was  fettled,  and  to  tranfmitthem  to 
their  latell  poilerity." 

The  fame  day,  the  following  ad- 
drefs  was  piefented  to  the  Governor 
of  Maryland  : 

To  his  Excellency  Ho  ratioSharpe, 
Ejq;   Go-vcrnor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  in  and  ouer   the  pro-vince  of 
Maryland. 
The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Delegates. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
*•'  We,  his  majeily's  mofl  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  delegates  of 
the  freemen  of  the  province  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  ailembly  convened,  return 
your  excellency  our  thanks  for  your 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion  ; 

asd 
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and  beg  leave  to  afTure  you,  that 
the  opportunity  your  excellency  has 
now  afforded  us,  of  promoting  the 
true  intereil  of  our  country,  is  ex- 
tremely agreeable  to  us. 

As  we  have  thought  it  our  indif- 
penfiblc  duty  to  our  conlHtuents,  at 
this  time  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
feme  of  our  members,  to  join  com- 
ifiittees  from  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  other  colonies  on  the 
continent,  v^'ho  are  to  meet  at  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  the  firit 
Tuefday  in  October  next,  in  order  to 
to  join  in  a  general  and  united  duti- 
ful, loyal  and  humble  reprcfentation 
to  his  majelly,  and  the  Britifh  par- 
Moment,  of  the  circumftances  and 
condition  of  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
plantations,  and  to  implore  relief 
again  ft  fome  ads  of  parliaments,  we 
are  informed  have  lately  pafl'ed  in 
England,  whereby  it  is  apprehended 
the  liberty  of  the  colonies  will  be 
greatly  abridged,  which,  with  the 
matters  necefTarily  relative  to,  and 
dependant  upon  it,  (wherein  we 
have  met  with  fome  very  unexpe<5led 
delays)  has  fo  wholly  engrofled  our 
attention,  that  we  have  not  yet  ex'en 
fettled  any  of  our  ordinary  rules  for 
proceeding,  we  cannot  doubt  but 
we  fhail  iland  excufed  for  being  thus 
late  in  anfwering  your  excellency's 
fpeech  ;  and  having  now  very  nearly 
completed  that  affair,  and  as  the 
next  month  will  be  chiefly  taken 
up  in  adjourned  country  courts,  by 
which  means  feveral  of  our  mem- 
bers muft  be  taken  from  the  bufmefs 
of  the  houfe,  or  great  numbers  fuffer 
much  by  their  fuits  continuing  open 
at  this  time,  we  hope  your  exccl- 
Jency  will,  as  foon  as  the  prefcnt 
important  bufinefs  is  finilhed,  give 
us  a  fhort  recefs  of  a  few  weeks, 
that  thofe  inconveniences  may  be 
removed,  when  we  fhall  be  very 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  difpatch  of  the  inte- 


refting  matters  your  excellency  has 
been  pleafed  to  recommend  to  us, 
and  to  concur  with  the  other  branches 
of  the  legillature,  in  every  meafure 
tending  to  produce  the  general  wel« 
fare  of  our  country,  which  we  are 
much  pleafed  to  be  a/Tured  by  your 
excellency,  you  alfo  confider  as  your 
own." 

Robert  Lloyd,  Speaker. 
Sept.  21,   1765. 

To  which  he  returned  the  following 
Anfwer,  on  Sept.  28  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Louver  Houfe  cf 
Ajjemhly. 
"  As  I  perceive  by  your  addrefs, 
which  hath  been  j  uft  prefen  ted  to  me , 
that  you  are  defirous  to  have  a  Ihort 
recefs  of  a  few  weeks,  I  fhall  comply 
with  your  requeil ;  but  it  being  pro- 
bable that  the  ilamped  paper  ^iQ.{- 
tined  for  this  province,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  aft  of  parliament  that 
was  made  lail  feflion,  by  the  legif- 
lature  of  Great  Britain,  will  aj'rive 
here  before  I  fhall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity o{  advifmg  with  ycu  again, 
and  that  the  mailer  of  the  veilel  who 
may  give  charge  thereof,  will  defire 
me  to  give  orders  for  its  being  landed, 
and  lodged  in  a  place  of  fecurity, 
efpecially  as  the  perfon  appointed  to 
dillributethe  Iramps  here,  has,  I  un- 
derfland,  left  the  province,  1  fhculd 
be  glad  to  know  how  you  would  ad- 
vife  me  to  aft  on  fuch  an  occafion. 
Sept.  2S.       Horatio  Sharpe." 

And  the  houfe  then  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refoluitons,  which  they  or- 
dered to  be  printed  : 

By  the  Lo'wer  Houfe  of  Affemhly. 

.Sept.  28,    1765. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jonas  Green, 

printer,  dopublllh  in  the  Maryland 

Gazette,  next  week,   the  following 

refolves  of  this  houfs : 

Signed  per  order. 
M.  Macnemara,  CI.  Lo.  Ho. 
I.  Re^ 


PRIOR      DO 

I.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
the  firft  adventurers  and  fettlers  of 
this  province  of  Maryland  brought 
with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to  their 
pofterity,  and  all  other  his  Majeily's 
fubjeds  fmce  inhabiting  in  this  pro- 
vince, all  the  liberties,  privileges, 
franchifes,  and  immunities,  that  at 
any  time  have  been  held,  enjoyed 
and  pofiefled,  by  the  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

II.  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
it  was  granted  by  Magna  Charta, 
and  other  the  good  laws  and  Itatutes 
of  England,  and  confirmed  by  the 
petition  and  Bill  of  Rights,  that  the 
fubje(^l  Ihould  not  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  any  tax,  tallage,  aid, 
or  other  like  charge,  not  fet  by 
common  confent  of  parliament. 

III.  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
by  a  royal  charter,  granted  by  his 
jnajelly  king  Charles  I.  in  the  eighth 
year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1632,  to  Csecilius,  then 
lord  Baltimore,  it  was  for  the  en- 
couragement of  people  to  tranfport 
themfelves  and  families  into  this 
province,  amongfl:  other  things  co- 
venanted and  granted  by  his  faid 
majefly,  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  as  followeth : 

[Here  is  recited  fuch  parts  of  their 
charter  as  may  be  feen  in  the  loth 
and  20th  claufes  of  the  Maryland 
charter.]  After  which  they  proceed- 
ed thus : 

IV.  Refolved  that  it  is  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  this  houfc.  That 
the  faid  charter  is  declaratory  of  the 
confliitutional  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  freemen  of  this  province. 

V.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
trials  by  juries  is  the  grand  bulwark 
of  liberty,  the  undoubted  birthright 
of  every  Engliihman,  and  confe- 
quently  of  every  Britifli  fubje^l  in 
America :  And  that  the  erefting 
other  jurifdiflions  for  the  trial  of 
matters  of  fa(^,  is  unconllitutional, 
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and  renders  the  fubjeft  infecure  in 
his  liberty  and  property. 

VI.  Refolved.  That  it  is  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  this  houfe.  That 
it  cannot  with  any  truth  or  propriety 
be  faid.  That  the  freemen  of  this 
province  of  Maryland  are  reprefent- 
ed  in  the  Britifli  parliament. 

'VII.  Relblved  unanimoufly,  That 
his  majelly's  liege  people  of  this 
ancient  province,  have  always  en- 
joyed the  right  of  being  governed 
by  laws,  to  which  they  themfelves 
have  confented  in  the  article  of 
taxes,  and  internal  policy ;  and 
that  the  fame  hath  never  been  for- 
feited, or  any  other  way  yielded 
up  ;  but  hath  been  conflantly  recog- 
nized by  the  king  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

VIll.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  this  hcufe, 
that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  free- 
men of  this  province,  in  their  k- 
gifla.tive  capacity,  together  with  the 
other  part  of  the  legiflature,  hath 
the  fole  right  to  lay  taxes  and  impo- 
fitions  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, or  their  property  and  effeds  ; 
And  that  the  laying,  impoflng,  levy- 
ing or  colleiling,  any  tax  on  or  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Maryland,  under 
colour  of  any  other  authority,  is  un- 
conflitutional,  and  a  direct  violatioa 
of  the  rights  of  the  freemen  of  this 
province. 

On  the  5th  of  Odober  the  ilamp? 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  the  {aipk, 
which  brought  them  having  laid 
fome  time  at  Newcaflle  upon  Dela- 
ware, under  protedion  of  a  man  of 
war.  When  the  fliips  firll  appeared 
round  Gloucefler-point,  all  the  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbour  hoilled  their  cc* 
lours  half-flafF  high,  the  bells  were 
muffled,  and  continued  to  toll  till 
evening,  and  every  countenance 
added  to  the  appearance  of  fmcere 
mourn ipg.  At  four  in  the  afternoon, 

feveral 
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feveral  thoufands  of  citizens  met  at 
the  State-houfe  to  confult  on  proper 
meafares  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
the  ftamp-ad.  It  was  agreed  to 
fend  a  deputation  of  feven  perfons 
to  Mr.  Hughes,  the  llamp-mafter 
for  that  province,  (who  was  then 
fick  in  bed)  to  requeil  he  would  re- 
sign his  office.  He  readily  declared, 
that  no  acl  ofhis  fhould  aifift  the 
carrying  of  that  law  into  execution, 
till  it  was  generally  complied  with 
in  the  other  colonies,  but  refufed  to 
iign  any  refignation.  When  this 
report  was  made  by  the  deputies  to 
the  State-houfe,  the  citizens  were 
enraged  to  that  degree,  that  it  is 
hard  to  fay  to  what  lengths  their 
fury  would  have  carried  them,  had 
not  the  deputies  reprefented  Mr. 
Hughes  as  at  the  point  of  death  ; 
this  moved  their  compaffion,  and 
they  agreed  to  make  their  demand 
in  writing,  and  give  Mr.  Hughes 
till  the  Monday  following  to  make 
a  reply.  And  on  Monday  the  de- 
puties read  the  following  anfwer 
aloud  to  all  the  multitude  affembled : 

Philadelphia,  Monday  morning, 
Oct.  7,  1765. 
'*  Whereas  about  fix  o'clock,  on 
Saturday  evening  laft,  a  paper  was 
fent  to  me,  expreffing,  that  *  a 
great  number  of  the  citizens  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, affembled  at  the  State- 
houfe,  to  demand  of  Mr.  John 
Hughes,  diilributor  of  flamps  for 
Penfylvania,  that  he  will  give  them 
aflurance,  under  his  hand,  that  he 
will  not  execute  that  ofncc  ;  and  e:<- 
pe6l  that  he  will  give  them  a  fair, 
candid,  anddired  anfwer,  by  Mon- 
day next,  at  ten  o'clock,  when  he 
will  be  waited  on  for  that  purpofe. 
Saturday,  Odlobcr  5,  1765/ 

**  I  do  therefore  return  for  anfwer 
to  thofe  gentlemen,  and  all  their  af- 
fociatcs,  that  I  have  not  hitherto 
taken  any  Hep  tending  to  put  the 
Jate  a6t  of  parliament  into  execution 


in  this  province  ;  and  that  I  will  not, 
either  by  myfelf  or  my  deputies, 
do  any  ad  or  thing  that  Ihall  have 
the  leail  tendency  to  put  the  faid  a6t 
into  execution  in  this  province,  un- 
til the  faid  ad  fliall  be  put  into  exe- 
cution generally  in  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies,  and  this  I  am  deter- 
mined to  abide  by. 

**  And  whereas  my  commiffion 
includes  the  three  counties  of  New- 
Callle,  Kent,  and  Sufiex,  upon  De- 
laware, I  do,  therefore,  hereby 
voluntarily  inform  the  good  people 
of  thofe  counties,  that  no  acl  of 
mine  fhall,  either  diredly  or  indi- 
redly,  involve  them  in  any  difn- 
culties  v/ith  refpect  to  the  faid  ll:amp 
a6l,  before  the  fame  ihall  take  place 
generally  in  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies. 

John  Hughes.'* 

It  is  neceffary  fometimes,  in  this 
narration,  to  negleft  a  flricl  obfer- 
vance  of  the  order  of  time,  that  each 
feparate  account  may  have  a  proper 
continuation  : — to  return  them  a  lit- 
tle back  ;  on  the  20th  of  September, 
all  the  lawyersof  the  fupremc  court, 
held  at  Perth  Amboy,  affembled, 
and  the  Chief  Juftice  having  pro- 
pofed  the  following  queries,  they 
agreed  and  came  to  thefe  feveral  re- 
folutions :  Firll,  Whether,  if  the 
flamps  fhould  arrive,  and  be  placed 
at  the  city  of  Burlington,  by  or  after 
the  firfl  of  November,  they  would, 
as  praditioners,  agree  to  purchafe 
them,  for  the  necefi'ary  proceedings 
in  the  law  ? 

Refolved  by  the  whole  body, 
N.  C.  D.  they  v/ould  not,  but  rather 
fuffer  their  private  intereil  to  give 
way  to  the  public  opinion,  proteiHng 
at  the  fame  time  againll  all  riotous 
and  indecent  behaviour,  which  they 
will  difcountenance  by  every  means 
in  their  power,  to  preferve  order, 
and  by  an  abfolute  refufal  to  make 

ufe 


PRIOR      DOCUMENTS. 


ufe  of  the  ftamps,  and  other  quiet 
methods,  endeavour  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  the  law. 

Second.  Whether  it  was  their  opi  - 
nion,  that  fhould  the  adt  take  place, 
the  duties  could  pojQibly  be  paid  in 
gold  and  filver. 

Anfwered  by  the  whole  body.  It 
could  not  be  paid  in  gold  and  iilvcr 
even  for  one  year. 

Third.  Their  opinion  was  de- 
fired,  whether,  as  the  a(5l  required 
the  Governor  and  Chief  Jullice  to 
fuperintend  the  diftributor,  he  Ihould 
be  obliged  to  take  charge  of  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  ftamps,  by  order  and 
appointment  of  the  Governor,  if  he 
fhould  think  proper  to  fix  upon  him 
for  that  office  ? 

Anlvvered  and  advifed,  not  to  take 
it  upon  him,  the  Governor  not  being 
impovvered  by  the  ait  to  appoint ;  or 
if  he  was,  it  was  left  to  the  Chief 
Juftice's  option,  and  that  it  would  be 
incompatible  with  his  office  as  Chief 
Juftice. 

The  lawyers  alfo  of  New  Jerfey 
met,  and  refolved  to  lofe  all  their 
bunnefs,  rather  than  make  ufe  of  any 
ilamps. 

When  the  CommilTioners  from  Bof- 
ton  came  to  the  Congrefs  at  New- 
York,  they  waited  on  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Coldcn,  who  received  them 
very  coldly ;  and  told  them,  that 
**  fuch  a  Congrefs  was  unconftitu- 
tional,  unprecedented,  and  unlawful, 
and  that  he  fhould  give  them  no 
countenance." 

On  the  2ift  of  O6lober,  the  free- 
holders and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Plymouth  had  a  meeting, 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  on  inftruc- 
lions  to  Thomas  Forfter,  Efq.  their 
rcprefentative  in  the  General  AiTem- 
bly  of  MafTachufet's  Bay.  In  which, 
after  expreffing  the  higheft  efteem  for 
the  Britiih  conilitution,  fliewing  how 
far  the  people  of  America  have  exert- 
ed themfclves  in  fupport  thereof^  and 


fetting   forth  their   grievances,  tliey 
proceed  as  follows : 

"  You,  Sir,  reprefent  a  people 
who  are  not  only  defcended  from  the 
firfl  fettlers  of  this  country,  but  in- 
habit the  very  fpot  they  firft  pofTefTed. 
Here  was  firii  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  Britifli  empire  in  this  part  of 
America,  which  from  a  very  fmall 
beginning,  has  increafed  and  fpread 
in  a  manner  very  furprifmg,  and  al- 
moft  incredible  ;  efpecially  when  we 
confider  that  all  this  has  been  effefted 
without  the  aid  or  ailiftance  of  any 
power  on  earth,  that  we  have  defend^ 
edy  proteSIed,  and  fecured  ourfelves 
againft  the  invafions  and  cruelty  of 
favages,  and  the  fubtilty  and  inhu- 
manity of  our  inveterate  and  natural 
enemies  the  French  ;  and  all  this 
without  the  appropriation  of  any  tax 
by  ftamps,  or  ftamp  afts  laid  upon 
our  fellow  fubjeds  in  any  part  of  the 
king's  dominions,  for  defraying  the 
expences  thereof.  This  place.  Sir, 
was  at  firft  the  afylum  of  liberty,  and 
we  hope  will  ever  be  preferved  facred 
to  it ;  though  it  was  then  no  more 
than  a  forlorn  wildernefs,  inhabited 
only  by  favage  men  and  beafts.  To 
this  place  our  fathers  (whofe  me- 
mories be  revered)  poiTefted  of  the 
principles  of  liberty  in  their  purity, 
difdaining  flavery,  fied  to  enjoy  thofc 
privileges  which  they  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to,  but  were  deprived 
of  by  the  hands  of  violence  and  op- 
preffion  in  their  native  country.  We, 
Sir,  their  pofterity,  the  freeholders 
and  other  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
legally  aftembly  for  that  purpofe,  pof- 
feffed  of  the  fame  fentiments,  and  re- 
taining the  fame  ardour  for  liberty, 
think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty,  on 
this  occafion,  to  exprefs  to  you  thefe 
our  fentiments  of  the  ftamp  a6l,  and 
its  fatal  confequences  to  this  country, 
and  to  enjoin  upon  you,  as  you  regard 
not  only  the  welfare,  but  the  very  be- 
ing of  this  people,  that  you  (confiftent 
with  our  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  re- 
E  Is-tioa 
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lation  to  the  government  of  Great- 
Britain)  difregarding  all  propofals 
for  that  purpofe,  exert  all  your  power 
and  influence  in  relation  to  the  flamp 
aft,  at  leaft  until  we  hear  the  fuccefs 
of  our  petitions  for  relief.  We  like- 
wile,  to  avoid  difgracing  the  memo- 
ries of  our  a  certors,  as  well  as  the 
reproaches  of  our  own  c  nfciences, 
and  the  curfes  of  pofterity,  recom- 
mended it  to  you  to  obtain,  if  pofli- 
ble,  in  the  honourable  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives  of  this  province,  a  full 
and  explicit  affertion  of  our  rights, 
and  to  have  the  fame  entered  on  their 
public  records,  that  all  generations 
yet  to  come,  may  be  convinced,  that 
we  have  not  only  a  juft  fenfe  of  our 
rights  and  liberties,  but  that  we  ne- 
ver (with  fubmifTion  to  divine  provi- 
dence) will  be  flaves  to  any  power  on 
earth  ;  and  as  we  have  at  all  times  an 
abhorrence  of  tumults  and  diforders, 
we  think  ourfelves  happy  in  being  at 


NTS. 

Bojiony  June  1765. 


The  houfe  of  reprefentatlves  of  this 
province,  in  the  prefent  feflion  of  the 
general  court,  have  unanimoully 
agreed  to  propofe  a  meeting,  as  foon 
as  may  be,  of  committees,  from  the 
houfes  of  reprefentatives  or  burgefles 
of  the  feveral  Britifh  colonies  on  this 
continent,  to  confult  together  on  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  difficulties  to  which  they  are, 
and  muil  be  reduced,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  acls  of  parliament  for  levy- 
ing duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies ; 
and  to  confider  of  a  general,  and 
united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  humble 
reprefentation  of  their  condition,  to 
his  Majefty  and  the  Parliament,  and 
to  implore  relief.  The  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives of  this  province  have 
alfo  voted  to  propofe.  That  fuch 
meeting  be  at  the  city  of  New- York, 
in  the  province  of  New-York,  on  the 


prefent    under    no   apprehenfions   of    firft  Tuefday  in  October  next 


any,  and  in  having  good  and  whole- 
fome  lavv^s  fufficient  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  province  in  all  future 
times,  unlefs  provoked  by  fome  im- 
prudent meafure  :  fo  v/e  think  it  by 
no  means  advife.-'.ble  for  you  to  intereit 
yourfelf  in  the  protedion  of  ftamp 
papers,  or  ftamp  o^'cers. 

**  The  only  thing  we  have  further 
to  recommend  to  you  at  this  time,  is 
to  obferve  on  all  occafions  a  fuitable 
frugality  and  ccconomy  in  the  public 
expences ;  and  that  you  confent  to  no 
unneceflary  or  unufual  grant  at  this 
time  of  diltrefs,  when  the  people  are 
groaning  under  the  burthen  of  heavy 
taxes :  and  that  you  ufe  your  endea- 
vours to  enquire  into,  and  bear  tefti- 
mony  againlt,  any  pall,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  future  unconllitu:ional 
draughts  on  the  public  treafury." 

Authentic  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Coagrcfs  *  held  at  Netv-l^otk  in 
1765,  on  the  Subject  of  the  Stamp 

Aa. 


and 
have  appointed  a  committee  of  three 
of  their  members  to  attend  that  fcr- 
vice,  with  fuch  as  the  other  houfes  of 
reprefentatives,  or  burgelTes,  in  the 
feveral  colonies,  may  think  fit  to  ap- 
point to  meet  them.  And  the  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
of  this  province,  are  diredled  to  re- 
pair to  faid  New-York,  on  faid  firft 
Tuefday  in  Otlober  next,  accord- 
ingly. 

If,  therefore,  your  honourable 
houfe  fhould  agree  to  this  propofal, 
it  would  be  acceptable,  that  as  early 
notice  of  it  as  poffible,  might  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  this  province. 

Samuel  White,  Speaker. 
In  confequence  of  the  foregoing 
circular  letter,  the  following  gentle- 
men met  at  New- York,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New-York,  on  Monday  the 
fevcnth  day  of  Odober,   1765,  viz. 

Frcni 


*  This  was  the  firft  Congrefs  of  the  American  Continent, 
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From  the  province  of  the  MalTa- 
chufetts-bay, 

James  Otis,  l 

Oliver  Patridge,        >    Efquires. 
Timothy  Ruggles,   j 
From  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
and  Providence  plantations, 

K'wr^'  }^'^'- 

From  the  colony  of  Conneiflicut, 
EHphalet  Dyer,  1 

David  Rowknd,  i  Efquires. 

Wm.  Samuel  Johnfon,  j 
From  the  colony  of  New-York, 
Robert  R.  Livingfton. 
John  Cruger, 
Philip  Livingfton, 
William  Byard, 
Leonard  Lifpenard, 
From  the  colony  of  New- Jerfey, 
Robert  Ogden,  1 

Hendrick  Filher,      J-  Efquires. 
Jofeph  Borden,  j 

From  the  province  of  Pennfylvania, 
John  Dickenfen,      1 
John  Morton,  J-    Efquires. 

George  Bryan,  J 

From  the  government  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Newcafile,  Kent,  and  Sulfex, 
on  Delaware, 

Ccefar  Rodnev,  1    -r-r    • 

Thomas  M'Kean,     j  ^^<i""''- 
From  the  province  of  Maryland, 
William  Murdock,   1 
Edward  Tilghman,  >  Efquires. 
Thomas  Ringgold,  j 
From  the  province  of  South- Caro- 
lina, 

Thomas  Lynch,  1 

Chrilloph.   Gadfden,    J.  Efquires. 
John  Pv^utledge,  3 

Then  the  fa;d  committees  proceed- 
ed to  chufe  a  chairman  by  ballot,  and 
Timothy  Ruggles,  Efq.  on  forting 
and  counting  the  votes,  appeared  to 
have  a  majority,  and  thereupon  was 
placed  in  the  chair. 

Saturday,    Od.   19,  1 765,  A.  M. 
The    Congrefs   met   according  to 
adjournment,    and  remmed,  &c.    as 
yefterday.     And,  upon  mature  deli- 
beration, agreed  to  the  following  de- 
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clarations  of  the  rights  and  grievances 
of  the  colonifts  in  America,  which 
werfe  ordered  to  be  inferted. 

The  members  of  this  Congrefs, 
fmcerely  devoted,  with  the  warmeft 
fentiments  of  affeftion  and  duty  to  his 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government, 
inviolably  attached  to  the  prefent 
happy  efl:ablilhment  of  the  Proteilant 
fuccefiion,  and  with  minds  deeply 
impreffed  by  a  fenfe  of  the  prefent 
and  impending  misfortunes  of  the 
Britiih  colonies  on  this  continent ; 
having  confidered  as  maturely  as  tune 
will  permit,  the  circumltances  of  the 
faid  colonies,  efteem  it  our  ind'-pen- 
fible  duty  to  make  the  following-  de- 
clarations of  our  humble  opinion,  re- 
fpeding  the  moll;  effential  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  colonifts,  and  of  the 
grievances  under  which  they  labour, 
by  reafon  of  feveral  late  a6ls  of  parlia- 
ment. 

I.  That  his  Majefty's  fubjedls  in 
thefe  colonies,  owe  the  fame  allegi- 
ance to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
that  is  owing  from  his  fubjedts  born 
within  the  realm,  and  all  due  fubor- 
dination  to  that  auguft  body  the  par- 
liament of  Great-Britain. 

II.  That  his  Majefty's  liege  fub- 
je6ls  in  thefe  colonies,  are  entitled  to 
all  the  inherent  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  natural  born  fubjeds,  within 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

in.  That  it  is  infeparably  effential 
to  the  freedom  of  a  people,  and  the 
undoubted  right  of  Englilhmen,  that 
no  taxes  be  impofed  on  them  but  with 
their  own  confent,  given  perfonally, 
or  by  their  reprefentatives. 

I  v.  That  the  people  of  thefe  colo- 
nies are  not,  and,  from  their  local 
circumftances,  cannot  be,  reprefented 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Great- 
Britain. 

V.  That  the  only  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  are 
perfon s  chofen  therein  by  themfelves, 
and  that  no  taxes  ever  have  been,  or 
can  be  conftitutionally  impofed  on 
them,  but  by  their  rei'pedive  legifla- 
tures.  E  2  VI. 
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VI.  That  all  Aipplies  to  the  crown 
being  free  gifts  of  the  people,  it  is 
uniLafonarcand  inconfiflent  with  the 
princip'ej  ,and  fp-rit  of  the  Britiih 
confcitution,  for  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain  to  grant  to  his  Mrjcfty  the 
property  of  the  colon  ills, 

VII.  That  trial  by  jury,  is  the  in- 
herent and  invaluable  right  of  every 
Dritifh  fubjeft  in  thefe  colonies. 

'  Vill.  That  the  late  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, entitled.  An  aSi  for  granting 
and  applying  certain  /la?np  duties,  and 
ether  duties,  in  the  Britip  colonies  and 
plantations^  in  Ametica,  ^c.  by  im- 
pofmg  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of 
thtic  colonies,  and  the  faid  adl,  and 
levcral  other  afts,  by  extending  the 
3urifd'<5"tion  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
beyond  its  ancient  limits,  have  a  ma- 
nifeft  tendency  to  fubvert  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  colonills. 

IX.  That  the  duties  impofed  by 
feveral  late  adls  of  parliament,  from 
the  peculiar  circumfcances  of  thefe 
colonies,  will  be  extremely  bui  then- 
fome  and  grievous ;  and  from  the 
fcarcity  of  fpecie,  the  payment  of 
them  abfolutely  impradlicable. 

X.  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade 
of  thefe  colonies  ultimately  center  in 
Great-Britain,  to  pay  for  the  manu- 
fadlures  which  they  are  obliged  to  take 
from  thence,  they  eventually  contri- 
bute very  largely  to  all  fupplies  grant- 
ed there  to  the  crcvv^n. 

XI.  That  the  rcilridlions  impofed 
by  feveral  late  acls  of  parliament  on 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  will  ren- 
der them  unable  to  purchafe  the  ma- 
nufadlures  of  Great-Britain. 

XII.  That  the  incrcafe,  profperity 
and  happinefs  of  thefe  colonies,  de- 
pend on  the  full  and  free  enjoyments 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  an 
intercourfe  with  Great-Britain  mutu- 
ally afFedlionate  and  advantageous. 

Xlir.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the 
Britifii  fubjedis  in  thefe  colonies  to  pe- 
tition the  king,  or  either  houfe  of 
parliament. 

Lailly,  That  it  is  the  indifpenfible 


duty  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  beft  of 
fovereigns,  to  the  mother  country, 
and  to  themfelves,  to  endeavour  by  a 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  humble  applications  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  to  procure  the 
repeal  of  the  adl  for  granting  and 
applying  certain  llamp  duties,  of  all 
claufes  of  any  other  afts  of  parlia- 
ment, whereby  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
admiralty  is  extended  as  aforefaid, 
and  of  the  other  late  ads  for  the  re- 
llridlion  of  American  commerce. 

Upon  motion,  voted.  That  Robert 
R.  Livinglton,  William  Samuel  John- 
fon,  and  William  Murdock,  Efqrs. 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  and  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore the  congrefs  on  Monday  next. 

Voted  aifo.  That  John  Rutledge, 
Edward  Tilghman,  and  Philip  Li- 
vingfton,  Elquires,  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  memorial  and  petition  to 
the  lords  in  parHament,  and  lay  the 
fame  before  the  congrefs  on  Monday 
next. 

Voted  alfo.  That  Thomas  Lynch, 
James  Otis,  and  Thomas  M'Kean, 
Efquires,  be  a  committee  to  prepare 
a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
Great-Britain,  and  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore the  congrefs  on  Monday  next. 

Then  the  congrefs  adjourned  to 
Monday  next  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Monday,   On.  21,    1765,   A.M. 

The  congrefs  met  according  to 
adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  did  report,  that  they  had 
effayed  a  draught  for  that  purpofe, 
which  they  laid  on  the  table,  and 
humbly  fubmitted  to  the  correction 
of  tlie  congrefs. 

The  fnid  addrefs  was  read,  and 
after  fundry  amendments,  the  fame 
was  approved  of  by  the  congrels,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingroiTed. 

The  -committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  memorial  and 
petition  to  the  lords  in  parliament, 
did  report.  That  they  had  eflayed  a 

draught 
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draught  for  that  purpofe,  which  they 
laid  on  the  table,  and  humbly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  correftion  of  the  con- 
grefs. 

The  fald  addrefs  was  read,  and 
after  fundry  amendments,  the  fame 
was  approved  of  by  the  congrefs,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingroffed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  petition  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  Great-Britain, 
did  report.  That  they  had  eiTiyed  a 
draught  for  that  purpofe,  which  they 
laid  on  the  table,  and  humbly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  corredlion  of  the  con- 
grefs. 

The  faid  addrefs  was  read,  and 
after  fundry  amendments,  the  fam.e 
was  approved  of  by  the  congrefs,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingroifed. 

Thecongrefs  adjourn  to  to-morrow 
morning,  nine  o'clock. 

TueJ'ciay,  Od.  22,    1765,  A.  M. 

The  cojigrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  being 
ingrofled,  was  read   and  compared, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. 
To  the  King's  rnoji  exceUe?7t  MajeJIy. 

The  Petition  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  Maffachufets- 
bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Providence 
plantations, 

New-Jerfey,   Pennfylvania,    the   go- 
vernment of  the  counties  of  Nevvcaitle, 
Kent,    and  Suffex,  upon  Delaware, 
province  of  Maryland, 
'Moji  humbly  Jhe^ivethf 

That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, unanimouily  devoted  with  the 
warmeil  fentiments  of  duty  and  aifec- 
tion  to  your  Majeily's  facred  perfon 
and  government,  inviolably  attached 
to  the  prefent  happy  eftablilhment  of 
the  proteftant  fuccellion  in  your  iliuf- 
trious  houfe,  and  deeply  fenfible  of 
your  royal  attention  to  their  profpe- 
rity  and  happineis,  humbly  beg  leave 
to  approach  the  throne,  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  your  Majelly,  that  thefe  colo- 
nies were  originally  planted  by  fub- 
jecls  of  the  Britifh  crown^  who,  ani- 
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mated  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  en- 
couraged by  your  Majefty*s  royal  pre- 
decelfors,  and  confiding  in  the  pub- 
lic faith,  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  effential  to  free- 
dom, emigrated  from  their  native 
country  to  this  continent,  and  hy 
their  fuccefsful  perfeverance  in  the 
midil  of  innumerable  dangers  and 
difficulties,  together  with  a  profufion 
of  their  blood  and  treafure,  have  hap- . 
pily  added  thefe  vaft  and  valuable 
dominions  to  the  empire  of  Great- 
Britainp  That  for  the  enjoyment  of 
thefe  rights  and  liberties,  feveral  go- 
vernments were  early  formed  in  the 
faid  colonies,  with  full  power  of  le- 
gillation,  agreeable  to  the  principles 
of  the  Englifn  conllitution. 

That  under  thofe  governments, 
thefe  liberties,  thus  velted  in  their 
ancellors,  and  tranfmitted  to  their 
poflerity,  have  been  exercifed  and 
enjoyed,  and  by  the  inellimable  blef- 
fmgs  thereof  (under  the  favour  of  Al- 
mighty God)  the  inhofpitab'e  defarts 
of  America  have  been  converted  into 
flourifhing  countries ;  fcience,  huma- 
nity, and  the  knovv'ledge  of  divine 
truths,  diffufed  through  remote  re- 
gions of  ignorance,  infidelity,  and 
barbarifm  j  the  number  of  Britifn 
fubjefts  wonderfully  increafed,  and 
the  v/ealth  and  power  of  Great-Bri- 
tain proportionably  augmented. 

That  by  means  of  thefe  fettlements, 
and  the  unparallellei  fuccefs  of  your 
Majefty's  arms,  a  foundation  is  now 
laid  for  rendering  the  Britifh  empire 
the  moft  extenfive  and  powerful  of 
any  recorded  in  hiftory.  Our  con- 
nexion with  this  empire,  v.e  eileem 
our  greateft  happineis  and  fecurity, 
and  humbly  conceive  it  may  now  be 
fo  eflabliihed  by  your  royal  wifdom, 
as  to  endure  to  the  I  a  tell  period  of 
time ;  this,  with  moil  humble  fub- 
miiTion  to  your  Majelly,  we  appre- 
hend will  be  moll  elfeftually  accom- 
pliihed,  by  fixing  the  pillars  thereof 
on  liberty  and  juftice,  and  fecuring 
the  inherent  rights  and  iibsrtic;s  of 

your 
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your  fubjefls  here,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the. Englifh  conftitution.  To 
this  conftituticn  thefe  two  principles 
are  eflential,  the  right  of  your  faith- 
ful fubjedts,  freely  to  grant  to  your 
Majefty,  fuch  aids  as  are  required  for 
the  fupport  of  your  government  over 
them,  and  other  public  exigencies, 
and  trials  by  their  peers  :  by  the  one 
they  are  fecured  from  unreafonable 
jmpofitions ;  and  by  the  other  from 
arbitrary  decifions  of  the  executive 
power. 

The  continuation  of  thefe  liberties 
to  the  inhabitants  of  America  we  ar- 
dently implore,  as  abfolutely  necefTary 
to  unite  the  feveral  parts  of  your  v.'ide 
extended  dominions,  in  that  harmony 
fo  effential  to  the   prefervation   and 
happinefs  of  the  whole.    Protefted  in 
thefe  liberties,  the  emoluments  Great 
Britain   receives    from    us,    however 
great  at  prefent,  are  inconfiderable, 
compared  with  thofe  (he  has  the  faireil 
profpea  of  acquiring.     By  this  pro- 
tedion  ihe  will  for  ever  fecure  to  her- 
felf  the  advantage  of  conveying  to  all 
Europe,     the     merchandifes     which 
America  furnilhes,  and  of  fupplying 
through  the  fame  channel  whatever 
is  wanted  fiom  thence.     Here  opens 
a  boundlcfs  fource  of  wealth  and  na- 
val ftrength  ;  yet  thefe  immeme  ad- 
vantages, by  the  abridgement  of  thoie 
invaluable   rights   and    liberties,    by 
which  our  growth  has  been  nourilhed, 
arc  in  danger  of  being  for  ever  loll ; 
and  our  lubordinate  legiflatures,  in 
effea,  rendered  ufelefs,    by  t'.ie  late 
ads    of  parliament    impoiiiig    duties 
and  taxes  on  thefe  colonies,  and  ex- 
tending the  jurildiilion  of  the  courts 
of  admiralry  here,    beyond  it^  ancient 
limits  :  ftatutes  by  which  your  Ma- 
jelly's  commons  in  Britain  undertake 
abfolutely   to  difpofe  of  the  property 
of  their  fellow  lubjeds  in  America, 
without  their  confeni,  and  for  the  en- 
forcing whereof  they   are   fubjeded 
to  the  ueterniination  of  a  fingle  judge 
in   a  court  unrellr::incd   by   the  wife 
rules  of  the  common  law,  the  birth- 
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right  of  Englifhmen,  and  the  fafe- 
guard  of  their  perfons  and  properties. 

The  invaluable  rights  of  taxing 
ourfelvcs,  and  trial  by  our  peers,  of 
which  we  implore  your  Majerty's 
proteftion,  are  not,  we  moft  humbly 
conceive  unconllitutional  ;  but  ton- 
firmed  by  the  great  Charter  of  Engliih 
liberty.  On  the  hrfl  of  thefe  rights 
the  honourable  the  houfe  of  commons 
found  their  pradice  of  originating 
money  bills,  a  right  enjoyed  by  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the  clergy  of 
England,  until  relinquilhed  by  them- 
feive?,  a  right,  in  fine,  which  all 
other  your  Majefty's  Engliih  fubjeds, 
both  within  and  without  the  realm, 
have  hitherto  enjoyed. 

With  hearts,  therefore,  imprefled 
with  the  moft  indelible  characters  of 
gratitude  to  your  Majelly,  and  to  the 
memory  of  the  kings  of  your  illullri- 
ous  houfe,  whofe  reigns  have  been 
fignally  diftinguiihed  by  their  aufpi- 
cious  influence  on  the  profperity  of 
the  Britifh  dominions,  and  convmced 
by  the  moll  aifeding  proofs  of  your 
Majefty's  paternal  Jove  to  all  your 
people,  however  diftant,  and  yoi>r 
unceafmg  and  benevolent  deiires  to 
promote  their  happineis,  we  moft- 
humbly  beleech  your  Majelty,  that 
you  will  be  gracioully  pleaitd  to  take 
into  your  ro^al  conii^eration  the  dif- 
trelles  of  your  faitni'ul  uibje<its  on  this 
continent,  ^md  to  lay  tne  fame  before 
your  Majeiiy't  parli.-.nient,  and  to 
afford  them  fti -u  relief,  as  in  your 
royal  wifuuni  iheir  unhappy  circum- 
ftances  ihal":   be  judged  to  require. 

J  fid  your  petitioiitrs  as  in  duty  bound 
nxjill  pray, 

Tne  memorial  to  the  lords  in  par- 
liament was  read  and  compared,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. 
To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  fpi^ 

ritual  and  temporal  of  Great-Britain, 

in  parliament  aJTembled. 

^J'he  Memorial  of  the  freeholders 
and  others  inhabitants  of  the  MafTa- 
chufetts-bay,  Rhode-Illand,  and  Pro- 
vidence plantations,  ,  ^ 

New- 
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New-Jerfey,    Pennfylvania,    the  go- 
vernment of  the   counties   of  New- 
caflle,  Kent,  and  SufTex,  upon  De- 
laware, province  of  Maryland. 
Mcji  humbly  Jheweth, 

That  his  Majefly's  liege  fubjeds 
in  his  American  colonies,  though  they 
acknowledge  a  due  fubordination  to 
that  auguft  body  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, are  entitled,  in  the  opinion 
of  yourmemorialills,  to  all  the  inhe- 
rent rights  and  liberties  of  the  natives 
of  Great-Britain,  and  have  ever  fmce 
the  fettlement  of  the  faid  colonies 
cxercifed  thofe  rights  and  liberties, 
as  far  as  their  local  circumilances 
would  permit. 

That  your  memorialiils  humbly 
conceive  one  of  the  moil:  eflential 
rights  of  ihefe  colonies,  which  they 
have  ever,  till  lately,  uninterruptedly 
enjoyed,   to  be  trial  by  jury. 

That  your  memorialiils  alfo  hum- 
bly conceive  another  of  thefe  efienrial 
rights  to  be,  the  exemption  from  all 
taxes,  but  fuch  as  are  impofed  on  the 
people  by  the  feveral  legiilatures  in 
thefe  colonies,  which  right  alio  they 
have  till  of  late,  freely  enjoyed. 

But  your  memorialiils  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  to  your  iordihips, 
that  the  aft  for  granting  certain 
ilamp-duties  in  the  Britilh  colonies  in 
America,  &c.  £lls  his  Majelly's 
American  fubjefts  with  the  deepeit 
concern,  as  it  tends  to  deprive  them 
of  the  two  fundamental  and  invalua- 
ble rights  and  liberties  above-men- 
tioned, and  that  feveral  other  late 
acts  of  parliament,  which  extend  the 
jurifdiclion  and  powers  of  courts  of 
admiralty  in  the  plantations,  beyond 
their  limits  in  Great-Britain,  thereby 
make  an  unneceiTary  and  unhappy 
dillinftion  as  to  the  modes  of  trial, 
between  us  and  our  fellow  fubjeds 
there,  by  whom  we  never  have  been 
excelled  in  duty  and  loyalty  to  our 
Sovereign. 

That  from  the  natural  connexion 
between  Great-Britain  and  America, 
the  perpetual  continuance  of  which 


your  memorlalifls  moll  ardently  de- 
fire,  they  conceive  that  nothing  can 
conduce  more  to  the  interell  of  both, 
than  the  colonills  free  enjoyment  of 
their  rights  and  liberties,  and  an 
affeftionateintercourfe  between  Great 
Britain  and  them.  But  your  memo- 
rialiils (not  waving  their  claim  to 
thefe  rights,  of  which  with  the  mofl 
becoming  veneration  and  deference 
to  the  wifdom  andjulliceof  your  Iord- 
ihips, they  apprehend  they  cannot 
reafonably  be  deprived)  humbly  re- 
prefent. That  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumilances of  thefe  colonies,  the  du- 
ties impofed  by  the  aforefaid  act,  and 
feveral  other  late  acls  of  parliament, 
are  extremely  grievous  and  burthen- 
fome,  and  the  payment  of  the  faid 
duties  will  very  foon,  for  want  of 
fpecie,  become  abfolutely  impradi- 
cable ;  and  that  the  re'rictions  on 
trade,  by  the  faid  acls,  will  not  only 
greatly  diilrels  the  colonies,  but  mull 
be  extremely  detrimental  to  the  trade 
and  true  interell  of  Great-Britain. 

Your  memorialiils,  therefore,  im- 
prefTed  with  a  juit  fenfe  of  the  unfor- 
tunate circumilances  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  impending  dellrudive  confe- 
quences  which  muil  neceilarily  enfue 
from  the  execution  of  thofe  acls,  ani- 
mated with  the  warmell  feniiments 
of  filial  aifedlion  for  their  mother- 
country,  moil  earneiily  and  humbly 
entreat.  That  your  Iordihips  will  be 
pleafed  to  hear  their  counfel  in  fup- 
port  of  this  memoi;iaI,  and  take  the 
premiiTes  into  your  moil  ferious  con- 
fideration,  and  that  your  Iordihips 
will  alfo  be  thereupon  pleafed  to  pur- 
fue  fuch  meafures  for  reftoring  the 
jull  rights  and  Hberties  of  the  colonies, 
and  preferving  them  for  ever  invio- 
late, for  redreliing  their  prefent,  and 
preventing  future  grievances,  thereby 
promoting  the  united  interell  of  Great- 
Britain  and  America,  as  to  your  Iord- 
ihips, in  your  great  wifdom,  fhall 
feem  moil  conducive  and  eiteftual  to 
that  impcr;ant  end. 

And 
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Andycur  memorialijls  as  in  duty  bound 
tvill  ever  pray. 

Wedmjday,   Oa.  23,  1765,  A.  M. 
■^   The  congrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  petition  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons being  ingrolTed,  was  read  and 
compared,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 
^0  the  honourable  the  knights  y  citizens ^ 

mid  burgejfes   of  Great -Britain  y    in 

parlia?7tc7^  ajfemhled. 

The  PetitiCMi  of  his  Mjjelly's  dut'- 
ful  and  loyal  fubjet^ls,  the  freeholders 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  colonies 
of  the  Maflachufetts-bay,  Rhode- 
Jlland,  and  Providence  plantations, 
,  ^    Nevv-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania,  the  government  of  the 
counties  of  NewcalUe,    Kent,     and 
SulTex,  upon  Delav.'are,  Maryland. 
Mcji  hutnhJy  Jhs^vcth, 

That  the  feveral  late  a6ls  of  par- 
liament, impofing  divers  duties  and 
taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  laying  the 
trade  and  commerce  thereof  under 
very  burthenibme  reflriftions,  but 
above  all  the  ad:  for  granting  and 
applying  certain  ftamp  duties,  &c.  in 
America,  have  iiWi^d.  them  with  the 
deepell  concern  and  furprize ;  and 
they  humbly  conceive  the  execution 
of  them  will  be  attended  with  confe- 
quences  vtry  injurious  to  the  commer- 
cial interefl  of  Gj'eat-Britain  and  her 
colonies,  and  muit  terminate  in  the 
eventual  ruin  of  the  iarter. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moll  ar- 
dently implore-  the  atteiition  of  the 
honourable  houfe,  to  the  united  and 
dutiful  reprefcntation  of  their  circum- 
ftances,  and  to  their  earncft  fuppli- 
cations  for  relief,  from  thofe  regula- 
tions which  have  already  involved 
this  continent  in  anxiety,  confufion, 
and  dirt  re  fs. 

We  moll  fmccrely  recognize  our 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  acknow- 
ledge all  due  fubordination  to  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain,  and 
fhall  always  retain  the  moft  grateful 
fenfe  of  their  ailillance  and  protection. 
It  is  from  and  under  the  Englilli  ccn- 
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ftitution,  we  derive  all  our  civil  and 
religious  rights  and  liberties  :  we 
glory  in  being  fubje<5ls  of  the  beft  of 
kings,  and  having  been  born  under 
the  moft  perfeft  form  of  government ; 
but  it  is  v.'ith  mart  ineffable  and  hu- 
miliating forrow,  that  we  find  our- 
felves,  of  late,  deprived  of  the  right 
of  granting  our  own  property  for  his 
Majefty's  lervice,  to  which  our  lives 
and  fortunes  are  entirely  devoted, 
and  to  which,  on  his  royal  requifi- 
tions,  we  have  ever  been  ready  to 
contribute  to  the  utmoll  of  our  abili- 
ties. 

We  have  alfo  the  misfortune  to  find, 
that  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
mentioned  in  the  rtamp  adl,  and  in 
divers  late  ads  of  trade  extending  to 
the  plantations,  are,  at  the  election, 
of  the  informer,  recoverable  in  any 
court  of  admiralty  in  America.  This, 
as  the  newly  ereded  court  of  admi- 
ralty has  a  general  jurifdidlion  over 
all  Briti'ih  America,  renders  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjecls  in  thefe  colonies,  lia- 
ble to  be  carried,  at  an  immenfe  ex- 
pence,  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other. 

It  gives  us  alfo  great  pain  to  fee  a 
raanifert  diilinction  made  therein,  be- 
tween the  fubjecls  of  our  mother- 
country,  and  thofe  in  the  colonies, 
in  that  the  like  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ures recoverable  there  only  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  court  of  record,  are  made  cog- 
nizable here  by  a  court  of  admiralty  : 
by  theib  means  u'e  feem  to  be,  in 
effeft,  unhappily  deprived  of  two  pri- 
vileges eiTeatial  to  freedom,  and 
which  all  Enghlhmen  have  ever  con- 
fidered  as  their  bert  birthrights,  that 
of  being  free  from  all  taxes  but  fuch 
as  they  have  con  fen  ted  to  in  perfon, 
or  by  their  rcprefentaiives,  and  of 
trial  by  their  peers. 

Your  petitioners  further  Ihew, 
That  tlie  remote  fituation,  and  other 
circumllances  of  the  colonies,  render 
it  impradicable  that  they  Ihould  be 
reprelented,  but  in  their  refpedive 
fubordinate  legiflature ,  and  they 
,    humbly 
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humbly  conceive,  that  the  parliament, 
adhering  ilndly  to  the  principles  of 
the  conlHtution,  have  niiver  hitherto 
taxed  any  but  thofe  who  were  aftually 
therein  reprefented ;  for  this  realon, 
we  humbly  apprehend,  they  never 
have  taxed  Ireland,  or  any  other  of 
the  fubjedls  without  the  realm. 

But  were  it  ever  fo  clear,  that  the 
colonies  might  in  law  be  reafonably 
deemed  to  b^;  reprefented  in  the  ho- 
nourable houfe  of  commons,  yet  we 
conceive,  that  very  good  reaibns, 
from  inconv^tiience,  from  the  princi- 
ples of  true  po  icy,  anc  from  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Britiili  conftitution,  may  be 
adduced  to  iliew,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  real  intereft  of  Great-Britain,  as 
well  as  her  colonies,  that  the  late  re- 
gulations fhould  be  refcinded,  and 
the  feveral  afts  of  parliament  impo- 
fmg  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies, 
and  extending  the  jurifdidioh  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty  here,  beyond 
their  ancient  limits,  ihould  be  re- 
pealed. 

We  fliall  net  attempt  a  minute  de- 
tail of  all  the  reafcns  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  honourable  houfe  may 
{uggeft,  on  this  occaiion,  but  would 
humbly  fubmit  the  following  parti- 
culars to  their  conhderaiion. 

That  money  is  already  become 
vtry  fcarce  in  thefe  colonies,  and  is 
fiilldecreafing  by  the  neceiTary  expor- 
tation of  fpecie  from  the  continent, 
for  the  difcharge  of  our  debts  to 
Britiih  merchants. 

That  an  immenfely  heavy  debt  is 
yet  due  from  the  colonies  for  Britifh 
manufadures,  and  that  they  are  ftill 
heavily  burthened  with  taxes  to  dif- 
charge the  arrearages  due  tor  aids 
granted  by  them  in  the  late  war. 

That  the  balance  of  trade  will  ever 
be  much  againft  the  colonies,  and  in 
favour  of  Great-Britain,  whilft  we 
confume  her  manufadures,  the  de- 
mand for  which  muft  ever  increafe  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants fettled  here,  v/ith  the  means  of 
purchafing  them.  We  therefore  hum- 
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biy  conceive  it  to  be  the  interell  of 
Great-Britain,  to  increafe,  rather 
th-  n  diminifh,  thofe  means,  as  the 
profits  of  all  the  trade  of  the  colonies 
ultimately  center  the-e  lo  pay  for  her 
manufaftures,  as  v/e  are  not  allowed 
to  purchafe  elfewhere^  and  by  ciu-i 
confun^pt'on  of  which, ,  at  the  ad- 
vanv..  d  prices  the  Britl(^.  taxes  oblige 
the  liiakers  and  venders  to  fet  on. 
them,  we  eventualiy  contribute  ve^y 
largely  to  the  reve:Tue  of  the  crown, 

Th^at  from  the  nature  of  America;, 
bufiuel'?,  the  inuhipiicity  of  fuits  and  . 
papers  ufed  in  matters  of  fmali  value, 
in  a  country  where  i'reehoids  are  fo 
minutely  divided,  and  prcperty  fo 
frequently  transferred,  a  itamp  duty 
muft  ever  be  very  burthemfoine  and 
unequal. 

That  it  is  extremely  improbable 
that  the  honourable  houfe  of  commons 
Ihould,  at  all  times,  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  our  condition,  and 
all  fads  requifice  to  a  juft  and  equal 
taxation  of  the  colonies. 

It  is  alfo  humbly  fubmitted.  Whe- 
ther there  be  not  a  material  dlftinc- 
tfon  in  reafon  and  found  policy,  at 
leaft,  between  the  necelTary  exercife 
of  parliamentary  jurifdi^iion  in  gene- 
ral ads,  for  the  amendment  of  the 
common  law,  and  the  regulation  of 
trade  and  commerce  through  the 
whole  empire,  and  the  exercife  of 
that  jurifdidion,  by  impofmg  taxes 
on  (he  colonies. 

That  the  feveral  fubordinate  pro- 
vincial legiflatures  have  been  moulded 
into  forms,  as  nearly  refembling  that 
of  their  mother-country,  as  by  his 
Majvfty's  royal  predeceflbrs  was 
thought  convenient ;  and  their  legif- 
lature:>  feem  to  have  been  wifely  and 
gracioufly  eftablifhed,  that  the  fubjecls 
in  the  colonies  might,  under  the  due 
adminiftration  thereof,  enjoy  the  hap- 
py fruits  of  the  Britiih  government, 
which  in  their  prefent  circumftances 
they  cannot  be  fo  fully  and  clearly 
availed  of,  any  other  way  under  thefe 
forms  of  government  we  and  our 
E  anceftors 
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anceftors  have  been  born  or  fettled, 
and  have  had  our  lives,  liberties  and 
properties  protedled.  The  people 
here,  as  every  where  elfe,  retain  a 
great  fondnefs  for  their  old  cuftoms 
and  ufages,  and  we  truft  that  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  nation,  fo  far  from  being  ob- 
flrufled,  have  been  vaftly  promoted 
by  the  provincial  legiflatures. 

That  we  efteem  our  connexions 
with,  and  dependance  on  Great-Bri- 
tain, as  one  of  our  greateft  bleifings, 
and  apprehend  the  latter  will  appear 
to  be  fufficiently  fecure,  when  it  is 
confidered,  that  the  inhabitants  in 
the  colonies  have  the  mofl  unbounded 
afFeftion  for  his  Majefty's  perfon, 
family  and  government,  as  well  as 
for  the  mother-country,  and  that 
their  fubordination  to  the  parliament, 
is  univerfally  acknowledged. 

We,  therefore,  moft  humbly  en- 
treat. That  the  honourable  houfe 
would  be  pleafed  to  hear  our  counfel 
in  fupport  of  this  petition,  and  take 
our  diftrelTed  and  deplorable  cafe  into 
their  ferious  confideration,  and  that 
the  afts  and  claufes  of  afts,  fo  griev- 
oufly  reftraining  our  trade  and  com- 
merce, impofing  duties  and  taxes  on 
our  property,  and  extending  the  ju- 
rifdidlion  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
beyond  its  ancient  limits,  may  be  re- 
pealed ;  or  that  the  honourable  houfe 
would  otherwife  relieve  your  petition- 
ers, as  in  your  great  wifJom  and 
goodnefs  lliall  feem  meet. 

u^nd  your  petitioners  as  i»  duty  bomid 
J}?all  enjer  pray. 

Then   the  congrcfs   adjourned  till 
to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 
Thurfday^    Qdovcr  24,     1765. 

The  congrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion the  manner  in  which  their  feve- 
ral  petitions  Ihould  be  preferred  and 
folicitcJ  in  Great-Britain,  and  came 
to  the  following  determination,  viz. 

It  is  recommended  by  the  congrefs, 
to  the   feveral  colonies,    to  appoint 


fpecial  agents  for  foliciting  relief  from 
their  great  grievances,  and  unite 
their  utmoft  intereft  and  endeavours 
for  that  purpofe. 

Voted  unanimoufly.  That  the  clerk 
of  this  congrefs  fign  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  and  deliver  a  copy 
for  the  ufe  of  each  colony  and  pro- 
vince. 

By  order  of  the  congrefs, 

John  Cotton,  Clerk, 
Savannah  in  Georgia^  Sept.  6,  1 765. 

(COP   y.) 

Sir, 
Your  letter  dated  in  June  laft,  ac- 
quainting me,  that  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives  of  your  province,  had 
unanimouily  agreed  to  propofe  a  meet- 
ing at  the  city  of  New- York,  of  com- 
mittees, from  the  houles  of  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  feveral  Britilh  colonies 
on  this  continent,  on  the  firft  Tuef- 
day  in  Oftober  next,  to  confult  toge- 
ther on  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  colonies,  and  the  difhculties  to 
v,'hich  they  are,  and  muft  be  reduced, 
by  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on 
the  colonies,  and  to  confider  of  an 
humble  reprefentation  of  their  condi- 
tion to  his  Majefty  and  the  parlia- 
ment, and  to  implore  relief,  came 
to  hand  at  an  unlucky  feafon,  it  be- 
ing in  the  recefs  of  the  general  af- 
fenibly  of  this  province ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  I  difpatched  exprefles  to 
the  feveral  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, acquainting  them  with  the 
purport  thereof,  and  requefting  them 
to  m.eet  at  this  place  without  delay, 
and  accordingly  they  met  here  on 
Monday  laft,  to  the  number  of  fix- 
tcen,  being  a  large  majority  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  this  province,  the 
whole  confifting  of  twenty-five  per- 
fons  ;  but  his  excellency  our  governor 
being  applied  to,  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  call  them  together  on 
the  occafion,  which  is  the  reafon  of 
their  not  fending  a  committee,  as 
propoied  by  your  houfe,  for  you  may 

be 
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beafTur^d,  Sir,  thatnorepreientatives 
on  this  continent  can  more  fmcerely 
concur  ir.  the  meafures  propofed,  than 
do  the.  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince now  met  together,  neither  can 
any  people,  as  individuals,  more 
warmly  elpoufe  the  common  caufe  of 
the  colonies,  than  do  the  people  of 
this  province. 

The  gentlemen  now  prefent,  re- 
quefl  it  as  a  favour,  you'll  bs  pleafed 
to  fend  me  a  copy  of  fu.h  repre- 
fentation  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  fevera!  committees  at  New- York, 
and  to  acquaint  me  how,  andinwhat 
manner,  the  fame  is  to  be  lain  before 
the  king  and  parliament,  whether  by 
any  perfon  paiticularly  authorifed  for 
that  purpofe,  or  by  the  colony  agents. 
The  general  aflembly  of  this  province 
Hands  prorogued  to  the  zzd  day  of 
Oftober  next,  which  is  the  time  it 
generally  meets  for  the  difpatch  of 
the  ordinary  bufmefs  of  the  province  ; 
and  I  doubt  not  the  reprefentatives  of 
this  province  will  then,  in  their  legif- 
lative  capacity,  take  under  confide- 
ration  the  grievances  fo  jullly  com- 
plained of,  and  tranfmit  their  fenfe 
of  the  fame  to  Great-Britain,  in  fuch 
v=ay  as  may  leeni  beir  calculated  to 
obtain  redrefs,  and  fo  as  to  convince 
the  filler  colonies  of  their  inviolable 
attachm.ent  to  the  common  caufe.  I 
am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and 
moil:  humble  fervant, 

Alexander  V/illy. 
To  Samuel  JVhitey  Efq.  Speaker  of 

the  Hoi'fe  of  Rcprefentati'ves  cf 

MaJJachuJhts,  Cifc. 

Nenv-  Bampjlnre. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  houfe 
a  letter  from  the  honourable  Speaker 
of  the  honourable  houfe  of  repre 
fentatives  of  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-bay,  to  the  Speaker  of 
this  alTembly,  propofing  a  meeting  of 
committees,  from  'the  ieveral  affem- 
blies  cf  the  Britifh  colonies  on  tlie 
continent,  at  New- York,  to  confider 
Cji  a  general,  united,  dutiful,  loyal. 
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and  humble  reprefentation  of  our  cir- 
cumftances,  and  for  imploring  his 
Majefty  and  the  parliament  for  relief: 
which  being  read, 

Refolved,  That  notwithHanding  we 
are  fenfible  fuch  reprefentation  ought 
to  be  made,  and  approve  of  the  pro- 
pofed method  for  obtaining  thereof, 
yet  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  govern- 
mental affairs  will  not  permit  us  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  attend  fuch 
meeting,  but  fhall  be  ready  to  join  in 
any  addrefs  to  his  Majelly  and  the 
parliament  we  may  be  honoured  with 
the  knowledge  of,  probable  to  anfwer 
the  propofed  end. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

T!ie  two  foregoing  letters  are  true 
copies  from  the  original. 

Atteft.    John  Cotton,  Clerk. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning 
nine  o'clock. 

Friday,   Odoher  25,    1 765. 
The  congrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Time  not  permitting  the  clerk  to 
make  copies  at  large,  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  congrefs,  for  all  the  co- 
lonies, they  think  it  proper,  fhould 
be  furnilhed  therewith ; 

Refolved,  That  the  gentlemen  from 
the  Maffachufetts-bay  be  requeued  to 
fend  a  copy  thereof  to  the  colony  of 
New  Hamplhire  ;  the  gentlemen  of 
Maryland  to  Virginia  ;  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  South  Carolina  to  Georgia, 
and  North  Carolina.  Signed  per 
order,  J.  Cotton,  Clerk. 

An  account  of  the  difpolition  of  the 
j^.500  granted  by  ordinance,  and 
received  of  the  treafurer,  by  Wil- 
liam Murdock,  Edward  Tilghman, 
and  Thomas  Ringgold. 

To  cafh  paid  the  whole ' 
expences  of  the  com 
mittee  to  New- York 
there  and  back  again 

To  calh  paid  exprefs  to  '  I 
New  York,    to  give  V    i^ 
notice  of  our  coming,  j 

F  2  T« 


13B 
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Brought  over 

To  paid  for  exprefs,  to 
fend  a  copy  of  our 
proceedings  to  the 
Speaker  of  Virginia 

To  paid  for  a  bill  of  ex-  ^ 
change,  to  remit  to  | 
Charles  GartS,  Efq;  | 
with  the  addrefs  and  }'247 
petidons  150/.  fter-  j 
ling,  at  65  per  cent.  | 
exchange.  J 

Cafh  remaining  in  hand  n 
127     piftoles,      and  L 
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By  cafh  received  of  the  Treafurer  in 

gold,  ;C'5^^i   ^^  S/^  P^^  ^^^*^*  ^* 
follows : 

£■  s.  d. 

409  Spanifh  piftoles,  at  27/.  532  3 
5  Half  Johannes,  at  5776.    14  7  6 
4  Frencii  piftoles,  at  26/6.      5  6 
I  Moidore,       -      -       -        236 
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SIR,  Oaoler  26,    1765- 

We  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed 
by  the  houi'e  of  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maryland,  a  committee, 
to  meet  committees  of  the  members  of 
afTembly  of  the  ether  colonies  on  this 
continent,  at  New  York,  the  fi/'l:  of 
this  inilant,  to  join  in  a  general,  and 
united,  dutiful,  loyal,  axid  humble 
reprefentation  of  the  condition  of  thoie 
colonies,  to  his  Majt.'ly  and  the  par- 
liament, and  to  implore  relief  from 
the  grievous  burthens  lately  laid  upon 
our  trade,  and  tli«  taxes  and  duties 
lately  impofed  on  us,  efpecially  by 
the  Stamp -a6l. 

Accordingly  members  from  nine 
colonies  met,  to  wit,  from  the  Maf- 
fachul'etts-bay,  Connefticut,  Rhode- 
illand  and  Providence  plantations. 
New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennl'yl- 
vania,  the  government  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Newcadlc,  Kent,  and  SufTex, 
upon  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South 
Carolina,  but  as  you'll  find  the  ad- 
drefs, &:c.  figneu  only  bv  mei^'bfrs 
from  nx  of  tnofe  colonies,  it  may  be 
proper  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
reaibns  why  they  did  not  all  fign, 
though  they  all  concurred  with  the 
proceedings. 

7  he  lieutenant-governor  of  New- 
York  prorogued  their  aflembly  from 
time  to  time,  fo  that  their  houfe  had 
not    an    opportunity   of   appointing 


Half  ditto. 


575   1  9 


members  with  full  powers  to  join, 
and  figa  the  addrefs,  &c.  Yet  the 
allembly  of  New-York  having,  at 
their  laft  meeting,  appointed  five  of 
their  members  as  a  committee,  not 
only  to  corref^ond  with  their  agent  at 
home,  but  alio  during  the  recefs  of 
the  I.oufe,  to  write  to  and  correfpond 
with  ti'ic  feveral  aifemblies,  or  com- 
mittees of  affemblies  on  this  con- 
tinent, on  the  fubjeil  matter  of  the 
feveral  late  a(5Vs  of  parliament,  fo 
grievous  and  dangerous  to  their  colo- 
nies, it  was  thought  proper  to  admit 
this  committee  to  join  in  the  con- 
ferences, and  they  agreed  to  v,'h?.c 
was  done,  and  promifed  to  ufe  their 
endeavours  with  their  afl'embly  to 
concur  alfo  whenever  they  fhould  be 
permitted  to  meet. 

The  South-Carolina  aflembly,  not 
rightly  viewing  the  propofal  (which 
originally  came  from  the  alTemblv  of 
the  government  of  the  Mailachufetts  • 
bay.)  as  it  was  intended  that  the 
fcvvrfl  committees,  \\  hen  met,  fliould 
frame  and  fign  an  addrefs  to  liis  Ma- 
jefty,  and  memorial  and  petition  to 
the  parliament,  to  be  immediately 
difpatched  by  the  congrefs,  inilrudied 
their  members  (Meffrs.  L)nch,  Rut- 
ledge,  and  Gadfden)  to  return  their 
proceedings  to  them  for  approbation. 
rhc  Conneclicut  afllmbly  made  the 
fame  reftridions  in  their  inftruclions. 
•         _  ...  _    _..    ....      ._      'We 
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The  aflembly  alfo  of  New  Hampfiiire 
wrote,  that  they  had  refolved.  That 
notwithfl-anding    tiiey   were    ieniible 
fuch   a   reprerentation   ought    to    be 
made,  and  approved  of  the  propofed 
method  for  obtaining  thereof,  yet  the 
prefent  fituation  of  their  governmental 
afiairs  would  not  permit  them  to  ap- 
point a   committee    to    attend   fuch 
meeting,  but  fhould  be  ready  to  join 
in  any  addrefs  to  his  Majeity  and  the 
parliament  they  might  be  honoured 
-with  the  knowledge  of,    probable  to 
anfwer  the  propoied  end :    and   the 
Speaker  of  the  afTembly  of  Georgia 
WTOte,  that  a  majority  of  their  mem- 
bers had  applied   to  the  governor  to 
call  their  alTembly,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  expedient,    which  was    the 
Teafon  they  did  not  fend  a  committee 
as  propofed,  but  requciled  us  to  tranf- 
mit   a   copy   of  our   proceedings    to 
them  (which  v/ili  be  aoiv:)  a^  that 
their  al'fembly  wciild  rr^zt  ah-S^-  this 
time,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  they 
ihculd  aft  fo  as  to  convince  the  fifter 
colonies  of  their  i?i\'iolabIe  attachment 
to  the  common  caufe  :  v/e  alfo  under- 
ilood.  the   North- Carolina,    and   we 
know  the  Virginia  alien: bly  was  pro- 
rogued, v/hercby  the/  couid  no:  have 
the  opportunity  of  joining  us ;  fo  that 
we  doubt  not  bu:  the  colonies  who 
have  not  figned,    will  very   fpeedily 
tranfmit  fimilar  addrelTes,  &c.  if  their 
aflemblies    fhould    not    be   hindered 
from  m.eeting :   and  to  this  purpofe, 
we  hope  you'll  foon  licar  from   the 
alTembly  of  South-Caroina.     By  the 
gentlemen  of  that  colony  we  v/ere  fa- 
voured with  a  fight  of  your  late  letters, 
and  informed  of  your  careful  and  urlri;.- 
cd  conduct  with  regard  to  the  interefrs 
of  that  colony,  and  that,  together  with 
your  declai"ation  v/hich  we  find  in  thoie 
letters,  that  you  enjoy  an  independent 
feat  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  induced 
,Ui  (as  we  have  no  eilablifned  agent  at 
prefent,  for  this  province,    nor  have 
yet  been  able  to  obtain  a  law  to  tax 
ourfelve';  for  that  purpofe)  to  trouble 
you  with  our  requeit,  that  you  will 
prefent   the   inclofed    addrefs   to   his 
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Majefty,  and  m.emorial  and  petitioa 
to  the  houfes  of  parliament,  and  exert 
your  utmoft  intereil  and  abilities  ia 
behalf  of  this  poor  dillrefTed  country, 
and  of  this  province  in  particular. 

We  hope,  as  there  is  a  change  ia 
the  minillry,  and  as  the  gentLmen  in 
the  houfi  of  commons  may,  at  their 
next  meeting,  take  a  more  enlarged 
view  of  the  true  intereil:  of  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  they  will 
find  it  to  be  in  fupporting  the  rights 
and  encouraging  tri-t  ti-ad^  of  the 
latter,  and  that  the  happincis  of  the 
mother-country  and  her  colonies  muii 
be  infeparable,  and  that  we  hiall 
obtain  relief. 

The  feveral  committees  agreed  to 
recommeiid  i:  to  their  re  peclive  co- 
lonies,  to  appoint  ipecia  agents  oa 
this  occr.f  on,  and  to  in.lrufi:  thf-in  to 
unite  their  utmoft  intereft  and  en- 
deavours for  that  purpofe.  One  ad- 
drefs, &c,  was  tranfmitted  by  the 
gentlemen  o:"  ..;■.  ivlallachufetts  go- 
veriiia-.cnt,  i:^imediately  to  their  agent 
(Mr.  Jackie...  , ;;  underilood)  and  we 
expeft  the  oti-' r  colonies  will  have 
duplicates  fent  to  ^heir  agents,  and 
we  hope  will  all  uni  :e  hi  expence  and 
inilruftions,  to  have  ab^e  c  ■u.i'Vl  be- 
fore both  the  lords  and  commons,  as 
cur  petitions  pray. 

We  vvere  intrufted  with  the  dif- 
pofitien  of  ibme  money  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  inclofe  you  a  bill  of 
exchange,  on  Me/frs.  Capel  and  Of- 
good  Hanbury,  for  one  hundred  and 
ti£:y  pounds  fterling,  as  a  com.pen- 
fation  for  your  trouble  and  expence  ia 
this  affair.  We  doubt  not  our  af- 
fembly^will  approve  of  what  we  do  in. 
this  matter  ;  and  as  they  are  to  meet 
the  lail  of  this  month,  we  ihall  lay 
cur  proceedings  before  them,,  and  it 
is  probable  they  v/ill  write  you  more 
fully,  and  furniih  you  with  fuch 
fur^.j.er  inilruftions  and  arguments  as 
m^ay  appear  to  them  to  be  proper  to 
be  given  and  urged  on  this  occafion, 
in  beh:df  of  the  colonies.  We  are, 
your  moil:  obedient  fervants. 
fEnd  of  the  prcceedings  cfthe  Congrefs.) 

The 
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The  fum  expefted  to  be  raifed  by  the 
ilamp-duty,  was  £.  ioo,ooo/^r  annum. 

On  the  9th  of  July  1765,  the  board 
of  treafury  (in  London)  entered  upon 
their  books  ihe  following  minute : 
<'  That,  in  order  to  obviate  the  in- 
convenience of  bringing  into  this 
kingdom  the  money  to  be  raifed  by 
the  flamp  duties,  all  the  produce  of 
the  American  duties,  arifmg  or  to 
arife  by  virtue  of  any  Britifh  aft  of  par- 
liament, fhould  from  time  to  time  be 
paid  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter  in  Ame- 
rica, to  defray  the  fubfillence  of  the 
troops,  and  any  military  expences  in- 
curred in  the  colonies.'' 

In  June  1765,  the  king  thought 
proper  to  difmifs  his  minifters.  The 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  appoint- 
ed firil  lord  cf  the  treafury,  and 
others,  his  lordlhip's  friends,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  vacant  places. 

The  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  bur- 
gefTes  of  Virginia  (in  pages  6  and  r) 
being  laid  before  the  new  board  of 
trade,  they,  on  the  27th  of  Augufl, 
reprefented  to  the  king  in  council, 
**  That  the  refolutions,  as  they  con- 
tain an  abfoluce  diiavowal  of  the  right 
of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  to 
impofe  taxes  upon  her  colonies,  and  a 
daring  attack  upon  the  conflitution  of 
this  country,  appear  to  us  to  require 
an  immediate  and  ferious  attention  ; 
and  whatever  further  meafures  -  your 
Maieily  may,  with  the  advice  of  your 
council,  judge  proper  to  be  taken 
eitlier  for  exprefiing  your  royal  cifap- 
probation  of  thefc  proceedings,  or  for 
preventing  the  fatal  confequences 
which  they  naturally  tend  to  produce, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  fubmic  to  your 
Majefty's  conlideration,  whether,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  dil'patch  i  nmcdiateinilruc 
tions  to  your  Majelly's  fervants  in 
your  Majefty's  colony  of  Virginia, 
who  may  be  concerned  in  enforcing 
the  ex'ecuiion  of  the  law  for  levying 
the  duty  upon  ftamps,  that  they  ro 
each  in  tlicir  leveral  department,  in 
fupport  of  the  authority  of  parliament, 
vigorouHy  exert  themfelves,  and,  with 
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becoming  refolution  upon  every  oc- 
cafion,  exaft  a  due  obedience  to  all 
the  laws  of  the  land." 

This  reprefentation  was  referred  to 
the  privy  council. 

On  the  3d  of  Odlober,  1765,  the 
privy  council  reported  to  the  king, 
**  That  this  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  kingdom  and  legif- 
lature  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  of  too 
high  a  nature  for  the  determination  of 
your'Majefty  in  your  privy  council, 
and  is  proper  only  for  the  confide- 
ra/ion  of  Parliament." 

The  refolutions  of  the  other  afTem- 
blies  cf  the  colonies  were  in  like 
manner  reprefented  to  the  king  by 
the  new  board  of  trade,  and  referred 
to  the  privy  council,  who  reported  of 
them  in  fimilar  terms. 


Parliament,  however,  did  not  meet 
for  bufinefs  till  January  1766,  when 
the  following  papers  were  laid  beiore 
both  houfes. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Secretary  Con- 

<^jcayj  to  Lieutenant  Gc-uer nor  Fauquier^ 
S  I  R,  Sept.  14,  1765. 

It  is  v\dth  the  greateft  pieafure  I 
received  his  Majefty's  commands  to 
declare  to  you  hi?  moft  gracious  ap- 
probation of  your  conduct.  His  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  fervants  are  fatisfied, 
that  the  precipitate  refolutions  you 
fent  home  did  net  take  their  rife  from 
any  remiilnefs  or  inattention  in  you  ; 
nor  is  his  Mnjefty  at  a'l  jnciined  to 
fuppofe,  that  any  inftance  of  dif- 
fidence or  difiatisfaclion  could  be 
founded  in  the  general  inclination  of 
his  antient  and  loyal  colony  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  the  nature  of  the  thing  and 
your  reprefentations  induce  a  pcr- 
fuafion,  that  thofe  ill-advifed  re.'b- 
lutions  owed  their  birth  to  the  violence 
of  fome  indivi-iuals,  who  taking  the 
advantage  of  a  thin  afiembly,  ib  far 
prevailed,  as  to  publifh  their  own 
unformed  opinions  to  the  world  as 
the  fcntiments  of  the  colony.  But  his 
Majefty,  Sir,  will  not,  by  the  pre- 
valence of  a  few  men,  at  a  certain 
moment^ 


PRIOR      DOCUMENTS. 


moment,  be  perfuaded  to  change  the 
opinion,  or  lefTen  the  confidence,  he 
has  always  entertained  of  the  colony 
of  Virginia  ;  which  has  always  ex- 
perienced the  protedion  of  the  crown. 
HisMajefty'sfervants,  therefore,  with 
entire  reliance  on  your  prudence,  and 
on  the  .virtue  and  wifdoni  of  the 
colony  entrufted  to  your  care,  perfaade 
themfelves,  that  when  a  full  afiembly 
Ihall  calmly  and  maturely  deliberate 
upon  thofe  refolutions,  they  will  fee, 
and  be  themfelves  alarmed  at,  the 
dangerous  tendency  and  mifchievous 
confequences  which  they  might  be 
productive  of,  both  to  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies,  which  are 
the  equal  objects  of  his  Majefty's  pa- 
rental care  ;  and  whofe  mutual  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require 
a  confidential  reliance  of  the  colonies 
upon  the  mother  country. 

Upon  thefe  principles.  Sir,  and 
upon  your  prudent  management,  and 
a  proper  reprefentation  to  the  wife 
and  fober  part  of  the  people,  how 
earneil:  bis  Majelly  is  to  extend  the 
happy  influence  of  his  fatherly  care 
over  every  part  of  his  dominions,  it 
is  expected  that  a  full  afTembly  will 
form  very  different  refolutions,  fuch 
as  may  cement  that  union,  which 
alone  can  edabliih  the  fafety  and 
profperity  of  the  colonies  and  the 
motner  country. 

As  there  is  no  Intention  in  the 
crown  to  attempt,  nor  in  the  king's 
fervants  to  advife,  any  incroachments 
on  the  real  rights  ind  liberties  of  any 
part  of  his  Majeily's  lubje6ls ;  fo 
neither  will  his  Majelty  undoubtedly 
fubmit,  or  his  fervants  a  .vi  e,  under 
any  circumftances,  that  the  refpedl 
which  is  due  to  parliament,  and  which 
is  necelTary  for  tiie  good  of  the  whole 
Britilh  empire,  fhould  any  where  be 
made  a  facrifice  to  local  and  dan^ 
gerous  prejudices. 

As  this  important  matter  is,  how- 
ever, now  before  his  Majeily's  privy 
council,  as  well  as  the  other  con- 
iideration  of  the  dangerous  riot  and 
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mutmous  behaviour  of  the  people  on 
the  frontiers,  I  Ihall  not  pretend  to 
give  any  advice  or  inllruftions  on  thefe 
fubjefts  ;  not  doubting,  but  you 
will  foon  have  the  fuUeil:  from  the 
wifdom  of  that  board,  in  all  thofe 
things,  in  which,  by  your  laft  ac- 
counts, the  moH  effentlal  interefts  of 
the  colony  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 

You  will  therefore,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  very  attentive,  by  every 
prudent  meafure  in  your  power,  at 
once  to  maintain  the  juft  rights  of  the 
Britifh  government,  and  to  preferve 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  pro- 
vinces committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters 
of  government  fit  for  his  Majefty's 
more  immediate  notice  and  infor- 
mation, I  muft  beg  you  will  not  fail  to 
tranfmit  to  me  fuch  occurrences,  from 
time  to  time,  on  thefe  heads,  as  you 
may  deem  of  importance  in  the  light 
I  mention.     I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Conway. 

ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Conxvay,  to  Major  General  Gage, 
S  I  R,  O^ober  24,    1765'. 

It  is  with  thegreatell:  concern,  that 
his  Majelly  learns  the  diilurbances 
which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the 
North  American  Colonies :  thefe 
events  will  probably  create  applica- 
tion to  you,  in  which  the  utmoll  ex- 
ertion of  your  prudence  may  be  ne- 
celTary ;  fo  as  juftly  to  temper  your 
conduct  between  that  caution  and  cool- 
nefs,  which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation  may  demand  on  one  hand,  and 
the  vigour  neceffary  to  fupprefs  out- 
rage and  violence  on  the  other.  It  is 
impoffibie,  at  this  diilance,  to  aflift 
you  by  any  particular  or  pofitive  in- 
ftrudlion,  becaufe  you  will  find  your- 
felf  nece.Tarily  obliged  to  take  your 
refoludon  as  particular  circumftances 
and  emergencies  may  require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expefted,  that 
this  want  of  confidence  in  the  jullice 
and  tendernefs  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  this  open  refiftance  to  its  au- 

thorit)'. 
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thority,  can  only  have  fou  d  place 
among  the  lower  and  more  i^-  ^^ant 
of  the  people.  The  better  and  *. .:  -.  . 
part  of  the  colonies  will  kno«^  ,  tiiat^ 
decency  and  fubmiflion  .x.  /  .  r^  v-il, 
not  only  to  re.^rcfi  ^iicvj.uces,  Oaz  co 
obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  ex- 
peft  nothing  but  feverity  and  chailile- 
ment.  You,  and  all  his  Majefty's 
fervants.  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty 
to,  an^L  love  of,  your  country,  will 
endeavom*  to  excite  and  encourage 
thefe  fentiments. 

If,  by  lerxicnt  and  perfuafive  me- 
thods, you  can  contribute  to  reftore 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  their  v/elfare  and 
happinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moll: 
acceptable  and  effential  fervice  to  your 
country :  but  having  taken  every 
ftep  which  the  utmoll  prudence  and 
lenit)^  can  diftate,  in  compafiion  to 
the  folly  and  ignorance  of  ibrne  mif- 
guided  people,  you  will  not,  on  the 
other  hand,  where  your  alTillance  may 
be  wanted  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
government,  fail  to  concur  in  every 
proper  meafure  for  its  fupport,  by 
fuch  a  timely  exertion  of  force,  as  may 
be  neceflary  to  repel  acls  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  provinces. 

Ccp  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Con-wajy  to  Go-vernor  Bernard. 

SIR,  Odober  24,    1765. 

Your  letters  of  the  1 5th,  16th,  zzd, 
and  3 1  ft  of  Auguft,  have  been  receiv- 
ed ;  the  three  former  not  till  yelier- 
day. 

It  is  with  the  greatell  concern  his 
Majefty  learns  the  dillurbances  which 
have  lately  arifen  in  your  province, 
the  general  confufion  that  feems  to 
reign  there,  and  the  total  languor 
and  want  of  energy,  in  your  govern- 
ment, to  exert  itfclf  with  any  dignity 
or  efficacy,  for  the  fupprcllion  of  tu- 
mults, which  feem  to  ftrike  at  the 
very  being  of  all  authority  and  fubor- 


dination  among  you.  His  Majeffy- 
cann6t  but,  with  the  greateftfurprize, 
^  .--v  of  the  refufal  of  your  council  to 
call  for  the  aid  of  an}'  regular  force  to 
the  fap]jcrt  o:  dz  civil  maglftracy,  at 
a  tirAe  v/i^cn,  it  feems,  yoa  had  rea- 
fon  CO  think,  there'  v/as  no  omer 
power  capable  of  providing  for  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the 
ill-ad vifed  and  intemperate  conduct 
held  by  a  party  in  your  province, 
which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  the 
remo\  al  of  any  real  grievance  they 
might  labour  under,  but  may  tend  to 
obltrucl  and  impede  the  exertion  of 
his  Majefty's  benevolent  attention  to 
the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well  as  the 
welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expected,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  mother  country,  and 
this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the 
lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  peo- 
ple J  the  better  and  more  wife  part  of 
the  colonies  will  know,  that  decency 
and  fubmiSon  may  prevail,  not  only 
to  redrefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain 
grace  and  favour,  while  the  outrage 
of  a  public  violence  can  expedl  nothing 
but  feverity  and  chaftifement.  Theie 
fentiments,  you,  and  all  his  Majeily'i 
fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to, 
and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endea- 
vour to  excite  and  encourage :  you 
will  all,  in  a  particular  manner,  call 
upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe 
defperate  ;  you  will,  in  the  llrongeft 
colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dread- 
ful confequences  that  muft  inevitably 
attend  the  forcible  and  violent  relift- 
ance  to  ads  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
and  the  fcene  of  mifery  and  diilr.ic- 
tion  to  both  countries,  inlcparablc 
from  fuch  a  condudl. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  me- 
thods, you  can  contribute  to  reftore 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  their  welfare  and 
happint'fs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moft  1 

.acceptable  andeilential  fervice  to  your        ] 
COUiiCry  ; 
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country  ;  but  having  taken  every  ftep 
Ivliich  the  utraoft  prudence  and  lenity 
can  dictate,  in  compaffion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  fome  mifguided  peo- 
ple, you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
fail  to  ufe  your  utmoll  povver  for  re- 


pelling all  acts  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence, and  to  provide  for  the   main- 
tenance of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exer- 
tion of  force,  as  the  cccafion  may  re- 
quire ;  for  which  purpofe,  you  will 
make  theproper  applications  to  Gene- 
ral Gage,  or  Lord  Colvil,  command- 
ers of  his  Majeily's  land  and  naval 
forces  in  Am.erica :  for  however  un- 
willing  his  Majelty  may  confent   to 
the  exertion  of  fuch  powers  as  may 
endanger  the  fafety  of  a  fmgle  fub- 
je£l,  yet  can  he  not  permit  his  own 
dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  legislature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  violence,    and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de- 
corum . 

If  the  fubjeft  is  aggHeved,  he 
knows  in  what  manner  legally  and 
conftitutionally  to  apply  for  relief : 
but  it  is  not  fuitable,  either  to  the 
fafety  or  dignity  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, that  any  individuals,  under  the 
pretence  of  redrefTing  grievances, 
fhould  prefume  to  violate  the  public 
peace.     I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Conway. 
P.  S.  The  fioop  v/hich  carries  this 
will  caiTy  orders  to  Lord  Colvil,  and 
to  the  Governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  to 
fend  to  your  ailiftance  any  force  v/hich 
maybe  thought  necefTaryfrom  thence, 
and  which  that  province  can  fupply. 


Copy  cf  Mr.  Secretary  Con'way^s  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  Gc--ver7icrs  in  Korth- 


yimertca. 
SIR, 
It  is  wit! 


1765. 
that 


O Sober  24. 
:h  the  greateit  concern, 
his  Majefty  learns  the  difturbances 
which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the 
North-American  colonies :  if  this 
evil  fhould  fpread  to  the  Government 
of -^   where   you   prende,  the 
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tttmoil  exertion  of  your  prudence. will 
be  neceffary,  fo  as  juflly  to  temper 
your   condud;  betv/een   that  caution 
and  coolnefs  which  the  delicacy  of 
fuch  a  fituation  may  demand,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  vigour  neceifary  to 
fupprefs  outrage  and  violence,  on  the 
other.     It  is  impoffible,  at  this  dif- 
tance,  to  affift  you,  by  any  particular 
or  pofitive  inilruclion ;    becaufs  )^oii 
will  find  yourfelf  neceffarily  obliged 
to  take  your  refolution,  as  particular 
circumilances  and  emergencies  may 
require. 

His  Majefty,  and  the  fervants  he 
honours  with  his  confidence,  cannot 
but  lament  the  ill-advifed  intemper- 
ance fhewn  already  in  fome  of  the 
provinces,  by  taking  up  a  conduft, 
which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  the 
removal  of  any  real  grievance  they 
m.iglit  labour  under,  but  may  tend  to 
obltru(5l  and  impede  the  exertion  of 
his  Majefty's  benevolence  and  atten- 
tion to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well 
as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  and  expcfted,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tendernefs  cf  the  mother-country,  and 
this  open  refiiLance  to  its  authority, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the 
lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  better  and  wifer  part  cf  the 
colonies  v.'ill  know,  that  decency  and 
fubmifiion  may  prevail,  not  only  to 
redrefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace 
and  favour,  while  the  outrage  of  a 
public  \iolence  can  expedl  nothing 
but  feverity  and  chaftifement.  Thefe 
ientiments  you,  and  all  his  Majefty's 
fervants,  from  a  feiife  of  your  duty  to, 
and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endea- 
vour to  excite  and  encourage. 

You  will  all,  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, call  upon  them  not  to  render 
their  cafe  defpei'ate.  You  will,  in 
theilrongeft  colours,  reprefent  to  them 
the  dreadful  confequences  that  muft 
inevitably  attend  the  forcible  and  vio- 
lent renilance  to  a6ls  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  and  the  fcene  of  mifery 
and  calamity  to  themfelves,  and  cf 
G  mutua^l 
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mutual  weaknefs  and  diftraflion  to 
both  countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  conduit. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  me- 
thods, you  can  contribute  to  reftcre 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  their  welfare  and 
happinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moil 
acceptable  and  e.Tential  fervice  to  your 
country  :  but  having  taken  every  Hep 
which  the  utmoft  prudence  and  lenity 
can  didate,  in  compafiion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  foine  mifguided  peo- 
ple, you  will  no:,  on  the  other  band, 
fail  to  ufe  your  utmofl:  power,  for  re- 
pelling all  afts  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence, and  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  province,  by  fuch  a  timely  e:;ertion 
of  force  as  the  occafion  may  require  ; 
for  which  purpofe,  you  will  make  the 
proper  applications  to  general  Gage, 
or  lord  Colville,  commanders  of  his 
Majefty's  land  and  naval  forces  in 
America.  For  however  unwillingly 
his  Majefty  may  confent  to  the 
exertion  of  fuch  powers  as  may  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  a  fingle  fubjedt ; 
yet  can  he  not  permit  his  own  dig- 
nity, and  the  authority  of  the  Britifli 
legislature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  \'iolence,  and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de- 
corum. 

If  the  fubjetSl  is  aggrieved,  he 
knows  in  wliat  manner  legally  and 
conllitutionally  to  apply  for  relief; 
but  it  is  not  fuitable,  either  to  the 
fafety  or  dignity  oi  the  Britifti  empire, 
that  any  individuals,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  redrefiing  grievances,  fhould 
prefume  to  violate  the  public  peace. 
I  am.  Sec. 

H.  S.  Conway. 
P.  S.  To  Cotiemor  Wibnot. 
You  will  probably  receive -application 
from  governor  Bernard,  to  fend 
him  part  of  the  force  which  may 
be  within  \our  goveruinent.  Lord 
Colville  has  command  to  traniport 
them  ;  and  you  will  be  very  atLcn- 
tive,    that  the  public  fervice  fhould 
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fuffer  no  impediment  from  any  delay 
in  you,  when  luch  application  is 
made. 


ExtraSl  of  a  letter  frcm  Mr.  Secretary 
Con-Tvay,  to  Major-Gefieral  Gage. 

SIR,  December  i^y  1765. 

I  Had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of 
the  4th,  8th,  and  9th  of  November 
laft,  by  which  I  learn,  with  the  ut- 
moll:  concern,    the  difordered  Hate  of 
the  province  where  you  refide,   and 
the  very  riotous  and  outragr^ous  beha- 
viour ^f  too  many  of  the  hmabitants. 
i  did  not  fail  tolay  your  difpatches, 
together   with    thoie    cf    lieutenant- 
governor  Colden,  before  his  Majefty, 
who,  though  highly  provoked  by  fuch 
an  infult  offered  to  his  governor  there, 
is  however  pleafed  to  hear,  that  mat- 
ters were  not  pufhed  to  iuch  extremity, 
as  might  have  cod  the  lives  of  many 
of    his    fubjeils,     and    perhaps    have 
tended,  as  you  feem  apprehenfive,  to 
the  great  detriment,  if  not  ruin,  of 
the  tovv'n  of  New- York;  particularly 
if  the  fort  had  fired  on  that  infolent 
and   infatuated    m.ob  which    fo  pro- 
vokingly  approached.      The  temper 
fnewn,  as  v/ell  by  lieutenant-governor 
Colden,  as   by  the  o-Iicers  there,  is 
highly  to  be  com.mended.     His  Ma- 
jelly  is  willing  to  fuppofe,    that  both 
yourfelf  and  governor    Colden   have 
aded  on  principles   of  duty    to   his 
fervice,  in  the  advice  and  refolution 
formed  to  put  the  llampt  paper  into 
the  hands  of  the  magifirates  of  New- 
York  ;    which,    however,    unlefs  the 
neceffity  for  it  appeared  very  prefllng, 
muil  certainly  be  looked  upon   as  a 
Hep   greatly    'lumiliadng   and    dero- 
gating to  his  Majeil:y"s  government. 

If  the  poll  was  not  tenable,  or  the 
papers  iniei.ure  there,  it  fhould  feem 
niucii  preferable  to  have  put  them  on 
boar  ;  the  man  of  war,  as  was  pro- 
po.ed  ;  nor  does  there  appear  any 
good  rca'bn,  why  captain  Kennedy  re- 
iui'cd  to  take  them.  It  is  difficult,  at 
this  dillance,  to  judge  with,  the  fame 
propriety  of  condudl,  to  be  held  on 
occafions 
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afions  of  fuch  difficulty  and  im,    honour  of  government,    and  for  fup- 

preffing  any  notoas  or  rebellious  re. 


portance,  as  on  the  fpot.  Had  the 
perfonal  fafety  of  thofe  in  the  fort 
alone  been  confidered,  I  am  perfuaded, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  moment's 
hefitation  about  the  defence  of  it, 
againft  any  attack  that  might  raihly 
have  been  attempted  :  nor  can  his 
M.:jelly  fuppole  any  want  of  refoludon 
for  his  iervi.ie,  in- thofe  who  have,  in 
their  difierent  fiations,,  given  fo  many 
proofs  of  their  regard  to  it.  It  Ihould 
othervvife  feem,"that  the  reality  of 
the  mobs  being  armed,  and  prepared 
for  an  adual  attack,  ihould  have  been 
well  aicertained  before  the  papers 
were  given  up. 

The  llep  you  have  thought  fit  to 
take,  in  dra^^ing  together  fuch  forces 
as  their  fituation  allovved,  was  cer- 
tainly prudent,  and  could  not  be  too 
foon  determined,  on  any  pofitive 
grounds,  to  fuiped:  an  inlurredion ; 
and  efpedally  in  regard  to  the  fecuring 
his^  Majefty^s  frores,  a  circumllance 
whi,i<  wilj  Hill  demand  your  greiteft 
attention  j  and  particularly  thole 
aj-ms,  which  may  be  feizea  by  the 
mob  for  their  own  miidnous  ^urpofes. 
Yc-r  fituation  is  certainly  delicate 
and  di.ncult,  it  requires  both  pru'ence 
and  iirmnefs  in  the  condud  of  a!!  em- 
piov  ed  in  his  Majefty's  lervice  there  ;. 
elpeciclly,  confidering  what  you  fay 
of  the  dithcuky,  or  rather  impofliL'ility, 
of  dra.^ing  any  confiderable  number  of 
men  together,  ana  of  the  impractica- 
bility of  attempting  any  thing  bv 
for:e,  in  the  prefent  difpofiticn  of  the 
people,  without  a  refpedcible  body  of 
troops. 

You  feem  to  think  there  are  fiill 
hopes,  tiiat  as  the  fpirits  of  thofe 
unhappy  people  have  time  to  cooi, 
there  will  be  mi  ore  fubmiffion  Ihewn  ; 
your  will  not  fail,  I  am  perfua-Jed' 
m  your  ftaticn,  to  avail  yourfelf  of 
every  favourable  fym.ptom  for  the  im 
prcvement  of  fuch  favourable  dif- 
pofitions,  any  more  than  to  ex^rt 
yourfelf,  where  the  neceflity  of  the 
cale  may  require,  in  fupport  of  the 


-,         ^      .        ---  or 

nitance  ottered  to  the  laws,   or  tho^e 

magiftrates  who  have  the  execution  of 

them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come 
i<ih,  as  they  nvill  ha-je  conveyed  to  you 
his  Majejifs  Jenti?mnts  and  cmmands 
/or  your  conducl,  on  the  firjl  notice  of 
thefe  dijiurbances, 

Ccpy   of  a   letter  from   Mr,    Secretary 

Lon^ivay,     to    Lieutenant  -  Go'verncr 

C  Olden. 

SIR,  December  15,  176c. 

1  Have  received  your  letter  of  the 
cth  of  November  by  major  James, 
and  that  of  the  9th  of  the  fame 
moniii  by  the  pacquet,  with  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  council  of  New- York, 
from  the  31ft  of  Odober  to  the  6th 
of  November,  &c.--From  your  lall 
letter,  I  have  hopes  that  time  will 
produce  a  recollection,  which  may 
lead  thefe  unhappy  people  back  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  every  proper  and  pradi- 
cable  meafure  will  be  taken  to  awe 
that  licentious  fpirit,  which  has  hur- 
raed them  to  thofe  aas  of  outrage  and 
violence,  equally  dangerous  to  the 
fober  and  weli-diipofed  part  of  the 
people,  the  eafe  and  quiet  of  the  city, 
and  iubverilve  of  all  order  and  au- 
thority among  them. 

Sir  Henry  Pvicore  will  certainly  be 
arrived  before  this  reaches  you  ;  it  is 
expeded,  therefore.  Sir,  from  your 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  peoole, 
that  you  fhould  inform  the  new  go- 
vernor of  every  thing  necelfary  for  his 
knowledge,  as  v/eil  refpeding  the 
ilate  of  things,  as  the  charaders  and 
difpofitions  of  men  in  that  country, 
Hewill  fee  that,  by  his  inilrudioi^^ 
he  is  empowered  to  fufpend  membes,^ 
01  the  council,  and  officers  of  the  law, 
yvho  fxiall  appear  to  defire  it ;  being, 
in  that  cafe,  only  obliged  to  fend 
home  immediately  tile  1i-eafons  ar^ 
caufes  of  fuch  fufpenfion.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  fuch  times  as  thefe 

^2  ^^y 
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may  req'.ure  the  exercife  of  that 
power :  as  it  is  not  doubted  the  go- 
vernor Will  ufe  it  with  difcretion,  fo 
it  is  expected  he  (hould  not  want  firm- 
nefs  to  ufe  it  bolily,  whenever  it  may 
feem  ufeful  to  the  King's  fervice  and 
the  public  peace. 

Odoher  I,  1765. 
Copy  of  a  Reprsfcntation  of  the  Lords 
CommiJJioners  for  Trade   and  Plcin- 
t  at  tens,    touching  the  Proceedings  and 
Refolutions    of  the    Houfe    of  Repre- 
fentatinjes  of  Majfachufet's  Bay,  ^Mith 
rcfpcd  to  the  Atl  for  lenjyi7ig  a  Duty 
upon  Stamps  in  America,  and  to  other 
ASis    of   the   Parliament   of   Great 
Britain. 
7o  the  King's  Mof  Excellent  Majejiy. 
May  it  pleajs  your  MajeJly, 
The   houfe    of    reprefentatives    of 
your   Majefty's    province   of  Maffa- 
chufct's  Bay  having.  Infl  year,  printed 
and  p.ublifhed,  in  the  journals  of  their 
proceedings,    a   letter   from   a  com- 
mittee of  that  houfe   to  their  agent 
here  ;  in  which  letter  the  afts  and  re- 
solutions of  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  v/ere  treated  with  the  mofl 
indecent   difrefpeft,     and    principles 
tending  to  a  denial  of  the  right  of 
parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon  your 
Majefty's   (ubjccts    in    the   colonies, 
were  openly  avowed  ;  our  predcceiTor^ 
in  office  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranf- 
mit  this  tranfadion  to  your  Majeiiy's 
confideration,    to  the  end  that  fuch 
direilion^    iT?ight   be   given,    as    the 
nature  and  irnportance  of  the  matter 
jliould  appeaa-  to  require. 

Since  this,  and  fmce  the  pafiing  the 
ad  of  parliament  for  levying  a  ftamp 
duty  in  America,  the  grounds  of 
which  adi  gave  rife  to  the  refiexions 
contained  in  the  above-mentioned 
letter,  die  /ame  fpirit  that  didateJ 
the  fentiments  it  exprefTes,  has  ap- 
pc:.rcd  throughout  the  y/hole  proceed- 
ings of  the  faid  houle  of  reprc- 
■fentatives. 

Upon  the  eleftion   of  counfellors, 
vho,     by    the    conftitation  of    this 
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Colony,  are  annually  chofen  by  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  the  ftrongefl 
endeavours  were  uled  to  preclude  your 
Majefty's  fecretary  of  ilate,  who  has 
always  been  a  member  of  the  council 
from  his  feat  at  that  board  ;  and  this, 
as  your  Majefty's  governcr  reprefents, 
merely  on  account  of  his  having  re- 
ceived an  appointment  (unfolicited) 
to  be  a  diftributor  of  the  ilamps  :  and 
the  motion  made  in  that  houfe,  to 
difcontinue  the  annual  falary  allowed 
for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty's  go- 
vernor, upon  which  proceeding  we 
have  this  day  made  a  feparate  repre- 
fentation  to  your  Majelly,  feems  to 
have  arifen  from  the  fame  motives. 

Thefe,  however,  being  only  at- 
tempts of  individuals  in  the  com.- 
muuity,  would  not  either  Jiave  re- 
quired or  deferved  your  Pvlajefty's  at- 
tention, in  the  light  in  which  we 
view  them  ;  but  it  further  appears, 
from  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives in  their  laft  feliion,  that 
*'  this  afiemb^y,  having  thought  fit 
to  make  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  the  ftamp-aft,  and  of  other  afts  of 
parliament,  a  fubjeft  of  open  queftion 
and  difculiion,"  came  to  feveral  re- 
folutions and  proceedings  thereupon, 
which  they  kept  fecret  till  the  laft 
day  of  their  felilon,  whe/i  they  pub- 
liihed  them  in  their  prifited  journals 
— Then  follow  the  refolutions — Then 
the  board  of  trade  proceeds  thus : 
The  objecl  of  the  refolutions  and 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives of  Maflachufet's  Bay,  is 
to  recommend  to,  and  induce,  the 
reft  of  your  Majefty's  colonies  in  Aiwt- 
rica,  to  join  in  a  general  congrefs 
of  committees  from  the  feveral  af- 
femblics,  independent  of  the  other 
branches  cf  the  ieginature,  and  with- 
out any  previous  application  to  your 
Majefty,  to  confider  and  deliberate 
upon  the  ads  of  the  parliament  of  this- 
kingdom.  As  this  appears  to  us  to 
be  the  firft  inftance  of  a  general  con- 
grefs,  appointed  by  the  airemblies  of 
the  colonies  without  the  authority  of 

'the 
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the  crown  ;  a  meafure  which  we  con - 
.^,^jcive  of  dangerous  tendency  in  itlelf, 
and  more  elpecially  fo,  when  taken 
for  the  purpofes  exprefTed  in  the 
above-mentioned  refolution,  and  con- 
neded  with  the  fpirit  that  has  ap- 
peared throughout  the  whole  conduct 
cf  this  particular  aflembly  ;  we  there- 
fore think  it  our  indiipenfible  duty  to 
fubmit  this  matter  to  your  Majelly's 
confideration,  for  fuch  diredions  as 
your  Majelly,  with  the  advice  of  your 
council,  may  think  proper  and  expe- 
dient to  give  thereupon. 

All  which    is    moll  humbly    fub- 
mitted,  &c. 
Whitehall,  05.  I,    1765. 

Copy  of  a  Reprejentation  from  the  Board 
of^Irade,   iviih  Je'veral  Papers  tranj- 
tnittcdy   rtlaii-ve  to  the  oiitragecus  Be- 
ha/viour  of  the  People  at  the  Tov:n  of 
Boftotiy    in   Qppcfiiton  to  the  Stamp- 
Duly  Ad.    Dated  O Cipher  lo,  1765. 
To  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  M^jefty, 
May  it  pleaje  ycur  Majefiy, 
Since  our  humble  reprefentation  to 
your   Majelly   of  the    jit  iniiant,  in 
confequence  of  fome  alarming  pro- 
ceedings in  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  in  the  province  of  Mailachufet's 
Bay,   we  have  received  letters  from 

,  giving  an  account  of  a  riot 

of  a  moil  dangerous  tendency,  which 
had  arifen  in  the  town  of  Boilon,  and 
which,  direfting  its  fury  againil  the 
houfes  and  perfons  of  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  other  principal  'officers 
of  government,  continued  with  re- 
peated afts  of  extraordinary  violence, 
from  the  15th  of  Auguft  to  the  26th 
of  the  fame  month ;  at  which  period 
the  tumult  feemed  fufpended,  rather 
'than  aiiayed. 

In  whatever  light  thefe  diHurbances 
may  be  viewed,  whether  in  refpeft  of 
the  avowed  objeft,  which  the  perpe- 
trators and  abettors  of  them  declare  to 
be  a  general  refolution,  to  oppcfe  and 
prevent  the  execution  of  an  aft  of  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain,  or  in 
refpecl  cf  the  Hate  of  governm.ent  and 
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magiftracy  there,  v/hich  — 
prei'ents  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  re- 
filling or  fuppreffing  thefe  tumults 
and  diforders,  they  feem  to  us  of  fuch 
high  importance,  that  we  lofe  no 
time  in  laying  the  letters  and  papers 
relating  thereunto  before  your  Ma- 
jelly,  that  your  Majelly  may  direft 
fuch  m.eafures  to  be  purfued,  as  your 
Majefty,  v/ith  the  ad\qce  of  your 
council,  fiiall  think  moll  prudent  and 
effedlual. 

Which     is     mod     humbly     fub- 
mitted,  &c. 


Philadelphia,  Oa.  12,  1765. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  been  confined  to  my  bed 
twenty-live  days  pall,  with  a  violent 
diforder  that  was  expedled  v/ould 
have  proved  mortal,  but  thank  God 
am.  now  able  to  fet  up  in  bed,  I  fhall 
attempt  to  give  you  a  iketch  of  not 
only  my  own  conduct,  but  alio  that 
ot  the  prefbyterians  and  proprietary- 
party  here,  relative  to  the  ftamp- 
office^ 

In  May  laH  I  received  informaticn 
by  a  letter  from  Dodtor  Franklin^ 
that  he  had  recommended  me  for  chief 
dillributor  of  the  llamps  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  thus  the  matter  relied, 
until  foma  gentlemen  to  the  eaftv/ard 
received  their  com  millions,  where- 
upon mobs  arofe  in  feveral  of  the 
eallern  provinces,  and  the  officers 
were  jDbliged  to  refign  ;  but  as  a 
prelude  to  the  dellrufticn  and  diforder 
made  by  thofe  mobs,  the  printers  in 
each  colony,  almollwithoutexceptim, 
llulted  their  papers  weekly,  for  fome 
time  before,  v/ith  tht  moil  inflam- 
matory pieces  they  could  procure, 
and  excluded  ever}^  thing  that  tended 
to  cool  the  minds  of  the  people ; 
thefe  meafures  they  purfued,  until  the 
prefbyterians  in  particular,  in  every 
colony,  began  to  threaten  the  ilamp- 
officers ;  and  thofe  gentry  in  this  pro- 
vince, about  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, began  to  be  very  noify,  and 
fome  of  them  faid,  I  ought  to  refi^n  ; 

I  pave 
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I  gave  tKem  for  anfvver,  I  liad  as  yet 
no  commiirion,    therefore  could  not 
refign  what   I  had  not.      However, 
about  the  middle  of  September,    it 
was  reported  that  the  ftamps  would 
arrive   in  captain  Friend,    who  was 
then  expefted,  and  thefe  riotous  gen- 
try began    to   threaten   they  would 
deftroy   the  ftamps  as  foon   as   they 
arrived;   I  therefore  being  defirous, 
or  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  to  preferve  the 
ftamps,   wrote  on  the  17th  the  letter 
(No,  I.)  to  his  honour  the  governor, 
but  received  no  aniwer,  and  as  the 
ftamps  did  not  arrive  in  Capt.  Friend, 
iTjatters  refted  until  Oftober  the  2d, 
when  I  received  the  paper,  (No.  II.) 
being  a  note  from  Captain  William 
Povel,  a  tool  of  the  party,  and  there- 
fore 1  wrote  my  anfsver  (No,  XXL)  to 
Mr,  Dickefon,  the  owner  of  the  fnip, 
^nd  on  the  next  day  I  wrote  my  letter 
(No.  IV,)  to  his  lionour  the  governor, 
but   received   no   anfwer,    and   here 
liiatters  refted  until  Saturday  the  5th 
of  Oftober,  when  I  received  informa- 
tion,  that  tXie  fnip  with  the  iUmps 
was  come  up  to  the  town  that  day, 
anjd  that  a  mob  would  be  coUevSled, 
bv  beating  m.ufiied  drums  through  the 
ftreet,  and  ringing  the  iUte-houfe  and 
church-bells  mufiled,   which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  all  the  afternoon,  but 
at  two  o'clock  the  poll:  arrived  v.'ith 
the  mail  and  packet,    and,    among 
other  things,    my  commiffion  ;    this 
the  party  ventured  to  alledge,  becaufe 
there  was  a  large  packet  for  me  ;_  ac 
ccrdingly  the  mob  collecled,  chiefly 
prefDyterians    and   proprietary  ernif- 
f?.nes,  with  the  Chief  Juftice's   (Mr. 
William  Allen)    fon    at  their  head, 
aaiir,ating  and  encouraging  the  lower 

About  three  o*clock,  the  following 
pcrfons;  viz.  James  Tilghman,  Efq, 
attorney  at  law,  Meflieuxs  Rob?rt 
l^Iorri^.,  Charles  Thompfon,  Archie 
buld  M^Call,  John  Cox,  William 
lUch...rds,  mcrchnnis,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Bradford,  printers,  came  to  me 
oa  a  deputaticui  from  a  great  number 
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collecled  at  the  State-houfe,  to  requeft  ^ 
my  refignation.      I  anfwered,    it  is  a 
true,  I  now  have  my  commiiTion,  but 
as  two  gentlemen  are  bound  for  my 
perfoi-mance,  in  the  fum  of  j^. 5000, 
I  could  not  refign,  unlefs  indemnify 
my  bail.     Altercations  on  this  head 
took  up  near  an  hour  (low  as  I  was), 
and  at  lail  they  faid,  all  that  was  ex- 
pedled  of  me,  was,  that  I  would  not 
put  the  act  in  execution  in  this  pro- 
vince,    until    his   Majelly's    further 
pleafure  was  known,   or  undl  the  act 
ihould   be   put   in  execution  in   the 
neigiibouring    colonics  ;     to    this    I 
thought   proper  to  iignify  fome  dif-. 
pofition  to  comply,     becaufe   I  had 
many    iaform.ations   by  m,y  friends, 
that  the  mob  intended  to  proceed  to 
the  iaft  extremities,    if  I  did  not  re- 
fign ;  upon  this  the  deputation  with- 
drew to  con  fait  their  alTociates,   and 
at  fix  c'cloc!:  I  received  the  paper, 
(No.    V.)    being  a  perem.ptory  de- 
mand i    then  the  matter  reiled  until 
Sunday  morning,    when  having  re- 
covered my  fpirits  a  little  from  the 
fatigue  of  that  long  altercation  afore- 
faid,  I  looked  ovt^r  the  paper,    and 
found  it  more  pofitive  than  -vvhat  had 
been  mentioned  the  day  before,  and 
therefore  fent  for  Mr.  Charles  Thomp- 
fon, one  of  the  deputation,  and  afKed 
him  if  they  were    fincere    the    day 
before,  or  whether  they  came  to  wire- 
draw what  they  would  hril;,  and  then 
force  the  reft,  becaufe  I  obferved  the 
'paper  fent  me  did  not  agree  with  the 
propofition  made  to  me ;    he  faid  he 
was  fincere,    and  could  only  anfwer 
for  himfeif :   I  replied,  well,  gentle- 
men,   you  mud  look  to  yourfelves, 
for  this  is  a  high  affair ;    he  made 
anfwer,    thus  I  do   not  know,    but 
ho^ie  it  will  not  be  deemed  rebellion, 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  know  no  other  name 
for  it — Well,    fays  he,   I  know  not 
how  it  may  end,  for  we  have  not  yet 
determined,    whether   we   will    ever 
fufFer  the  act  to  take  place  here  or  not, 
and  took  his  leave.      On    Monday 
morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  whole 
deputation 


PRIOR      DO 

deputation  came,  and  I  ofFered  them 
the  paper  (No.  VI.),  and  after  Ibme 
confultatiou  among  themfelves,  they 
objefled  to  their  names  being  inferted. 
I  faid,  why.  Aire  gentlemen,  you 
have  not  done  a  thing  you  are 
aihamed  to  own  ;  not  in  the  leaft  they 
faid,  but  there  was  no  neceflity  for 
their  names  being  inferted,  nor  would 
they  receive  that  reilgnation  ;  where- 
upon I  faid  to  ivlr.  Ti.ghman,  come. 
Sir,  take  the  pen  and  pleafe  yourfelf, 
for  I  fee  you  are  d  termined  to  be  ar- 
bitrary;  he  then  took  the  pen,  and 
formed  the  paper,  (No.  VII.)  and 
when  it  was  tranfcribing,  I  afked 
them  v/hat  they  intended  to  do  vvith 
the  ftamps,  as  they  affamed  the  fu- 
preme  power  in  the  province  ;  they 
then  looked  at  one  another  for  a 
while,  and  feemed  fomewhat  ccn- 
fufed ;  but,  at  laft,  Mr.  Tilghman 
replied,  we  did  not  come  prepared  to 
Ipeak  to  that  head  ;  then  another  re- 
plied, let  Mr.  Hughes  take  care  of 
them.  I  anfwered,  gentlem.en,  that 
cannot  be,  as  you  have  now  fixed 
matters  ;  for  were  I  to  take  the  ftamps 
into  my  care,  I  Ihculd  have  your 
party  come  about  my  houfe,  and  pull 
it  down,  and  deilroy  both  me  and 
them.  Well,  fays  another,  let  the 
governor  take  care  of  them  ;  another 
then  fays,  perhaps  the  governor  v/ill 
call  upon  Mr.  Hughes  to  put  the  a6l 
in  execution,  and  when  he  declines, 
the  governor  perhaps  will  appoint  an 
ofHcer,  and  the  act  may  take  place. 
Here  a  general  paufe  enfued,  but  at 
lalt  one  and  all  cried  out,  let  us  fee 
who  will  dare  put  the  aft  in  exe- 
cution ;  upon  the  governor's  appoint- 
ment v/e  will  take  care  of  that ;  by 
this  time  the  paper  (No.  VII.)  was 
tranfcribed,  and  after  I  had  figned  It, 
they  went  away  to  proclaim  it  ro  their 
friends,  and  tlie  next  day  I  wrote  the 
letter  (No.  VIII.)  to  the  governor, 
and  received  :he  under- written  verbal 
anfwer  by  my  fon. 

"  My  health,    at  this  time,    will 
not  permit  me  to  be  more  expeditious 
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on  this  very  extraordinary  tranfa^tion  j 
y/hat  I  have  faid,  is  fufficient  to 
inforrn  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  lords 
commifTioners,  that  unlefs  my  hands 
are  ftrengthened,  it  will  never  be  ia 
my  power  to  put  the  aft  in  execution. 

''^Perhaps  their  lord ihips,  and  you, 
gentlemen,  may  expeft  that  the  go- 
vernor will  exert  himfelf  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  ilrengthen  my  hands  5 
but  this  will  not  happen,  for  on  the 
day  that  the  mob  were  collefting,  and 
after  the  drums  began  to  beat,  I  am 
informed  his  honour  left  the  city, 
and  prefently  after  the  attorney- 
general,  who  is  recorder  of  the  city, 
left  it  alfo ;  v/hether  the  mayor  and 
chief  juilice  were  cut  of  the  city,  I 
cannot  fay,  bu'  this  is  certain,  that 
no  one  magiftrate  or  public  officer  ap- 
peared abroad  the  whole  day,  to  dif- 
courage  the  mob,  or  to  give  the  leail 
aid  or  proteftion.  All,  therefore, 
that  I  fliall  add  on  this  head,  is,  that 
if  ever  my  hands  are  firengthened,  fo 
as  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  do  my 
duty,  as  chief  diftributor  of  the 
Hamps,  I  fhali  not  fail  to  comply 
v/ith  the  duties  of  my  office  in  the 
ftrifteiT:  manner,  and  then  I  hope  will 
fufficiently  fave  my  fecurities  in  their 
lordffiips  and  your  opinion,  as  it  is 
now  out  of  my  power  to  difcharge  my 
duty  until  the  face  of  affairs  are 
changed. 

''  In  paper  (No.  7.)  you  will  ob- 
ferve  the  three  counties  upon  Delaware 
included  in  my  refignation,  the  reafon 
of  which  was,  that  on  Saturday  the 
6th  of  Oftober,  a  friend  of  mine  pri- 
vately fent  up  a  little  boy  to  inform 
me,  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe  a 
mob  was  uniting  in  thofe  counties, 
and  would  focn  be  up  at  Philadelphia, 
I'his  I  knew  would  raife  a  fecond 
mob,  and  therefore  I  did  not  prevent 
it,  and  it  has  had  the  defired  effeft. 

'^  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of 
the  ftamp-office,  and  alfo  a  bill  of 
lading  for  three  cafes  and  {tven 
packs  of  ilamps  for  this  province,  ex- 

cluiive 
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clufive  of  thofe  for  New  Jerfey  and 
Maryland,  but  there  is  neither  invoice 
nor  bills  of  parcels,  nor  any  account 
of  the  prices  the  ftampt  paper  or 
parchment  is  to  be  ibid  at.  I  have 
feen  a  printed  paper,  faid  to  be  the 
prices  of  the  ftamps.  Sec,  but  as  the 
bill  of  lading  makes  me  liable  to  the 
freight,  I  ihould  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  freight  is  included  in 
thefe  printed  papers,  or  not  •  if  I  had 
received  the  ftamns,  I  ihould  have 
been  at  a  lofs  on  the  ift  of  Noi^ember 
hov/  to  proceed,  but  as  things  now 
ftand,  there  is  time  for  m.y  being 
-fully  informed,  and  efpecially  with 
refpecl  to  the  invoice  of  bills  of  par- 
cels, without  which  it  is  impoiTible 
for  me  to  know  what  I  am  charged 
with  at  the  ilamp-office,  and  how  far 
the  goods  received  agree  v/ith  the 
charge. 

*'  I  am  further  to  inform  you,  that 
I  received  in  the  packet  fent  by  your 
fecretary,  a  bond,  which  in  his  letter 
he  direiled,  I  ihould  execute  before 
the  governor,  or  fome  other  perfon  of 
note,  and  fent  it  back  to  the  Itamp- 
office  by  the  firft  conveyance,  v*'hich 
I  ihould  have  pundtually  complied 
with,  had  I  been  in  health,  and  had 
not  oar  over-ruling  gentry  the  mob 
thought  fit  to  direilt  otherwife  ;  how- 
ever, I  have  the  bond  in  my  cuftody, 
and  whenever  there  is  a  profpecl  of 
carrying  the  a6t  into  execution,  (liall 
not  fail  to  execute  the  bond,  and 
tranfmit  it  to  the  llamp-ofEce  by  the 
firft  opportunity,  and  alfo  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  faithfully  to  dif- 
charge  my  duty. 

**  1  am  further  to  inform  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  am  oxiTfmely  ob- 
noxious to  the  govtrnor,  men  in 
power,  and  that  for  no  other  reafon, 
than  that  I  have  conl^antly,  while  I 
have  been  in  the  aiTembly,  endea- 
voured to  promote  the  king's  intcroll:, 
and  given  oppofitlon  to  fome  fa- 
vourite fchcmes  that  tended  to  retard 
his  Majclly's  fcrvice. 

*'  I  am  alfo  unfortunate  enough  to 


be  particularly  hateful  to  the  chief 
juftice,  becaufe  I  have  charged  him 
in  the  houfe  of  aflembly  with  being  a 
rebel,  upon  his  faying,  "  That  if 
ever  the  government  was  changed,  we 
fhould  find  the  king's  little  finger 
heavier  than  the  proprietor's  loins.'* 
This  declaration  he  made  in  the  houfe 
of  affembly  more  than  once,  and  I  as 
often  alledged,  that  his  allegation 
tended  to  alienate  the  affeftion  of  the 
fubje£t  from  the  king,  and  therefore 
was  treafon,  and  that  none  but  a 
rebel  would  be  guilty  of  it.  I  alfo 
am  particularly  hateful  to  the  pro- 
prietary party,  becaufe  it  was  my  in- 
terell,  affiduity,  and  influence  in  the 
houfe  of  aflembly,  that  enabled  the 
province  to  fend  home  Doctor  Frank- 
lin, to  prefent  our  petitions  for  a 
change  of  government,  from  pr-o- 
prietory  to  royal,  which  I  hope  is 
effefted  by  this  time. 

**  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am 
informed  that  Benjamin  Shoemaker, 
Efq.  who  is  one  of  the  people  called 
quakers,  alfo  an  alderman  of  this 
city,  met  with  the  drummers  as  they 
were  alarming  the  city,  and  took 
them  to  talk,  requiring  to  know  by 
what  authority  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  raife  a  m.ob,  they  anfwered,  if 
he  would  go  to  the  State-houfe,  he 
might  know  ;  he  then  afked  who 
ordered  tliem  to  beat  about  the  ilreets, 
they  faid,  they  had  their  orders  from 
the  coitee- houfe.  [N.  B.  Kept  by 
the  before-mentioned  Mr.  Bradford.] 
Mr.  Shoemaker  then  forbid  them  to 
proceed  any  further,  and  he  faid  he 
would  go  immediately  to  the  mayor 
and  have  them  committed  ;  they  an- 
fwered they  could  get  the  mayor's  or- 
ders when  they  pleafed.  But  Mr.  Shoe- 
maker could  not  find  the  mayor,  nor 
any  ofhcer  to  aflill  him,  and  therefore 
was  obliged  to  defiit,  lell  he  Ihould 
draw  the  mob  upon  iiimlelf  and  fa- 
mily, and  fo  have  his  houfe  pulled 
down . 

**  If  fome  rule  and  order  does  not 
take  place  in  America,    1   am  very 

fjie 
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Aire  every  perfon  who  has  been  named 
to  the  ftamp-office,  muft  leave  North 
America  fhortly,  or  they  and  their 
families  will  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  de- 
luded populace. 

''  Common  juftice  calls  upon  me 
to  fay,  the  body  of  people  called 
quakers,  feemed  difpofed  to  pay  obe- 
dience to  the  ftamp-aft,  and  fo  do 
that  part  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  baptillsj  that  are  not  fome  way 
under  proprietary  influence.  But 
preibyterians>  and  proprietary  mi- 
nions, fpare  no  pains  to  engage  the 
Dutch  and  lower  clafs  of  people,  and 
render  the  royal  government  odious, 
but  at  the  fame  time  profefs  great 
loyalty  to  the  beil  of  kings,  and  yet 
infmuate  that  his  immediate  govern- 
ment is  intolerable.  If  his  Majefty 
and  his  minillers  knew  the  pains  taken 
by  the  proprietary  partifans  to  give  a 
wrong  bias  to  the  minds  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fubjefts,  I  am  confident  they 
Vv'ould  not  faffer  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment to  remain  fix  months  in  the 
hands  of  any  proprietor  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  neither  ought  the  powers  of 
government  to  be  lodged  in  any 
private  perfon,  it  being  difadvan- 
tageous  to  both  his  Majclly's  fubjefts. 

**  I  fh all  conclude  v/ith  the  following 
obfervation  ;  viz.  That  if  Great- 
Britain  can,  or  v/ill  fuifer  fuch  kind 
of  condud  in  her  colonies  to  pafs  un- 
puniflied,  a  man  need  not  be  a 
prophet,  nor  the  fon  of  a  prophet,  to 
fee  clearly,  that  her  empire  in  North- 
America  is  at  an  end  ;  for  I  dare  fay 
the  mobbing  gentry  will  immediately 
proceed  to  other  extravagancies,  as 
they  will  then  begin  to  think  their 
united  power  irrefiftabie. 

<*  That  God,  of  his  infinite  good- 
nefs,  may  dired  the  councils  and 
mealures  of  his  Majelly,  of  his  mi- 
nifters,  to  that  which  may  be  bell:  for 
Great  Britain  and  North  America,  is, 
and  fhall  be  the  conftant  prayer  of. 
Gentlemen,  your  moil  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 
To  the  ComtniJ/ioners     John  Hughes. 

of  the.  ftamp-office. 
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Philadelphia y  September  17,  176c. 
No.  I. 
As  great  riots  and  diflurbances  has 
happened  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
colonies,    occafioned  by  a  dillike  the 
people  have  to  the  llamp-a6l,    and  it 
being     reported     that     the     flampt 
papers,  &c.    for  the  province,    may 
be  expeded   in   a  little  time,    and, 
as   his   Majefly's  revenue    is    deeply 
intereiled  in  the  prefervation  thereof, 
think  it   my  duty   to  acquaint  you, 
that  notwithflanding  of  any  reports 
fpread   of  my  being  named  by   the 
officers  for  this  province,  that  I  have 
not  received  either  bond,  commifTion, 
nor  any  other  information  whatfoever, 
of  my  appointment  from  the  Hamp- 
oifice,  or  lords  of  the  treafury,   and 
therefore  I   can  have  no  pretenfion 
whatever,  to  take  charge  of  the  paper 
ihould  they  arrive.     This  information 
I  have  thought  necefTary  to  give  you, 
that  you  may  take  fuch  meafures  in 
the  premifes,  as  you  ihall  think  con- 
fiilent  with  your  duty  and  judgment. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  moll  obedient  humble 
fervant,  John  Hughes, 

To  the  Ho7t.  "John  Pentiy  E/q. 
Lieutenant  Go'vernor  of 
Pennjyl-vania. 

No.  II. 
Sir, 
Mr.  Dickenfon  is  is  town  from 
London,  and  the  fliip  Charlotte  is  at 
Newcaille,  and  do  not  chufe  to  bring 
her  up  till  you  give  orders  about  the 
llamp-papers,  as  flie  is  a  valuable 
fhip. 

William  Dowell, 
1  pray  fend  an  anjnver  by  bearer. 
Philadelphia,  5  o'clock,  idofOd,  \j6z* 
No.  III. 
Mr.  Dickenfon, 
I  received  your  kind  notice  by  Mr. 
Bradford,    and    for    anfwer,     am  to 
inform  you,  that  I  have  not  received 
from  the  lords  of  the  treafury,    nor 
from  any  other  perfon  appointed  by 
his  Majeily,  any  commiifion  or  public 
information  of  my  being  the  officer  of 
tKe  province    of  Pennfylvania,    and 
H  therefore 
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therefore  cannot  pretend  to  any  right 

to  take  charge  of  thofe  papers,   nor 

fliouldl,  werethey  now  at  the  wharf  i 

the   governor   is   the   officer   of   the 

crown,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  preferve 

and  fecure  thofe  papers  ;     to  him  I 

refer  you  for  dire£lions  how  to  proceed 

jn  the  premifes,  and  I  make  no  doubt 

but  his  honour  the  governor  will  take 

care  to  fee  that  the  papers  are  landed 

in  a  place  of  fecurity,  and  there  kept 

fafe  until  fome  perfon  properly  com- 

miffioned  fhall  appear  to  demand  them. 

Signed  by  order  of  my  father. 

John  Hughes,  jun. 
To  Mr.  Dickenfon.  Copy  of 
a  Letter  fent    by   Mr. 
Bradford's  fo?i. 

No.  IV. 
Sir, 
I  inclofe  you  a  letter  I  received 
laft  evening  from  Mr.  William  Do- 
vel,  by  v/hich  I  underftand  that  the 
ftamped  papers  are  arrived  at  New- 
caftle  in  the  Charlotte,  that  the 
owner  of  the  vefTel  does  not  care  to 
order  his  fhip  into  the  port  while 
thefe  papers  are  on  board,  left  fome 
violence  Ihould  be  done  to  her  ;  and 
as  I  have  not  the  leaft  power  from  the 
lords  of  his  Majefty's  treafury,  or 
any  other  public  board,  authorizing 
me  to  receive  them,  and  as  his  Ma- 
jefty's  revenue  is  in  con- 

cerned in  their  prefervation,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  informa- 
tion, that  you  might  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  therein  «s  your  prudence  Ihculd 
fuggeft.  I  am.  Sir,  yours, 
To  John  Pemiy  Ejq.^''  John  Hughes. 
No.  V. 
A  great  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  affembled  at  the  ftate- 
houfe  do  demand  of  Mr.  John  Hughes, 
diftributorof  ftamps  for  Pennfylvania, 
that  he  will  give  them  a/lurance  un- 
der his  hand  that  he  will  not  execute 
that  office,  and  expeft  that  he  will 
give  them  a  fair,  candid,  and  dired: 
anfwer  by  Monday  next  ten  o'clock, 
when  he  will  be  waited  on  for  that 
purpofe. 

Saturday,  Oil,  5,   1765* 
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No.  VI. 

Philadelphiay  Monday  Mornings 
OSlober  7,    1 765. 
Whereas  I  was  applied  to  on  Sa- 
turday laft,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  by  the  following  gentle- 
men,   viz.    James   Tilghman,    Efq. 
attorney    at    law,     Meffrs.    Robert 
Morris,  Charles  Thompfon,  Archi- 
bald M'Call,    John  Cox,    and  Wil- 
liam   Richards,     merchants ;      Mr. 
William  Bradford,  Printer,  who  af- 
ftired  me  they  were  fent  by  a  great 
number  of  people  then  aiTembled  at 
the   ftate-houfe,  in  order  to  requeft 
me  to   refign  the  ftamp-office  ;  and 
after  fome  converiation  on  the  fubjedl, 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  and  fome  others, 
declared,  that  it  was  not  expeded  or 
defired  that  my  refign ation  fhould  be 
aiiy  other  than  the  not  accepting  the 
office,    and  declaring  every  ftep   or 
meafure  that  fhould  tend  to  put  the 
late  ftamp- aft  into   execution,  until 
his  Majefty's  further  pleafure  ftiould 
be  known,  or  until  the  aft  ftiould  be 
generally  carried  into  execution   in 
the    neighbouring  colonies ;    and  if 
that  ftiould  happen,  I   was  thdn  at 
liberty  to  do  as  I  thought  proper : 
and  whereas  about  fix  o'clock  the  fame 


evening,  a  paper  v/as  fent  me  by 
fome  of  thefe  fame  gentlemen,  in  be- 
half, as  I  underftand,  of  all  thofe 
coliefted  at  the  ftate-houfe  as  afore- 
faid,  declaring,  that  a  grer,t  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  aftem- 
bled  at  the  ftate-houfe,  do  demand  of 
Mr.  John  Hughes,  diftributor  of 
ftamps  for  Penniylvania,  that  he  will 
give  them  afliirance  under  his  hand 
that  he  will  not  execute  that  office, 
and  expect  that  he  will  give  them  a 
fair,  candid,  and  direft  anfwer  by 
Monday  next  at  ten  o'clock,  where 
he  will  be  waited  en  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

S.iiurday,   OSI.  5^,  lj6^. 

I  do  therefore  return  for  anfwer  to 

thofe  gentlemen  and  all  their  affo- 

ciates,  that  I  have  not  hitherto  taken 

any  ftep  tending  to  put  the  late  act  of 

par- 
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parliament  in  execution  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  that  I  will  not  either  by 
myfelf  or  my  deputies,  do  any  aft  or 
thing  thatlhall  have  the  leail  tenden- 
cy to  put  the  faid  aft  into  execution 
in  this  province,  until  his  IVfajefty's 
future  pleafure  ihall  be  known,  or 
until  the  faid  aft  (hall  be  put  in  exe- 
cution in  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
and  this  I  am  determined  to  abide  by, 
iinlefs  either  the  governor  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  this  province  for 
the  time  being  fhall  call  upon  me  to 
execute  the  laid  aft. 

And  whereas  my  commiffion  in- 
cludes the  three  counties  of  Newcaille, 
Kent,  and  Suilex,  upon  Delaware,  I 
do  therefore  hereby  voluntarily  in- 
form the  good  people  of  thofe  coun- 
ties, that  no  aft  of  mine  fhall  either 
dire6]:iy  or  indireftly  involve  them 
into  any  difHculties  v/ith  refpeft  to  the 
faid  Ibimp-aft,  before  the  fame  lliall 
take  place  in  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies, or  until  his  Majefty's  future 
pleafure  fnall  be  knov/n,  or  until  the 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  for 
the  time  being  of  thofe  counties  fhall 
call  upon  me  as  aforefaid,  to  execute 
the  faid  aft. 

(Copy)  John  HugheSo 

No.  VII. 
Philadelphia,  Monday  Morni/igt 
October  7,    1765. 

Whereas  about  fix  o'clock  on  Sa- 
turday evening  lail  a  paper  was  fent 
to  me,  expreiTing,  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  &c, 
(this  paper  of  refignation  has  been 
publilhed  verbatim.) 

No.  VIII. 
Philadelphia,   Tuefday  Morning, 

Oaober%y    176c. 
Sir, 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have 
heard  that  a  great  number  of  people 
y/ere  collefted  at  the  llate-houfe  on 
Saturday  lall,  by  caufmg  muffled 
drums  to  beat  through  the  llreets  of 
this  city,  and  by  ringing  the  ftate- 
houfe  bell  muffled,  and  by  direfting 
^11  enquirers  to  repair  to  the  Hate- 
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houfe  for  information  ;  and  that  after 
the  people  were  collefted,  a  deputation 
was  fent  to  me  demanding  my  refio-. 
nation  of  the  officeof  chief  diftributor 
of  ftamps  for  this  province.  I  am  well 
informed,  that  great  numbers  of  the 
ringleaders  and  promoters  of  this 
meeting  declared  and  vowed  deilruc- 
tion  to  my  perfon  and  property  if  I 
refufed  to  gratify  them  in  their  de- 
mands. 

My  refignation  is  accordingly  made, 
and  I  beg  you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
inform  me  where  the  ftamps  are  de- 
pofited,  that  I  may  by  this  day's  poll 
inforna  the  lords  of  the  treafury  what 
fituation  they  are  in.  This  you  muft 
know  it  is  my  duty  to  do,  as  the  ftamps 
were  configned  to  me  by  their  lord- 
Ihips,  and  I  have  the  bill  of  lading. 
But  as  I  am  confined  to  my  bed,  and 
alfo  reftrained  by  the  people  from  ex- 
ecuting my  office,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  in 
the  premiffes,  I  therefore  pray  your 
anfvver  by  the  bearer,  my  fon,  which 
will  oblige.  Sir,  your  humble  fer- 
vanf*  John  Hughes. 

To  the  Hoa,  John  Penn,  Efq, 
The  Go'vernor  returned  the  folknjcing 
'verbal  Anfi.ver,  'viz. 

Let  Mr.  Hughes  know  the  (lamps 
are  on  board  the  man  of  war. 

Philadelphia,  No%\  2,   1 765, 
Gentlemen, 

Since  my  laft,  a  copy  whereof  is 
herewith  fent,  nothing  very  extraor- 
dmary  has  been  attempted  by  the 
mob,  as  the  great  men  here  would 
fain  have  it  termed  and  believed  on 
your  fide  the  water,  and  I  make  na 
doubt  but  it  will  be  fo  reprefented  by 
the  proprietary  governor,  and  hit 
friends;  but  the  truth  is,  that  if  the 
governor,  or  any  half  dozen  of  the 
magiilrates,  had  called  the  flieriff  and 
conilable  to  their  afTjftance,  it  would 
have  been  very  eafy  for  them,  with 
the  alTiftance  of  my  friends  then  col- 
lefted about  my  houfe,  to  the  amount 
of  not  lefs  than  feven  or  eight  hun- 
dred men  of  reputation^  who  would 
^  2r       '  "  have 
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have  aflifted  the  civil  officers  at  the 
nfc|ue  of  their  lives,  as  I  did  to  fup- 
prefs  the  Paxton  riot,  that  intended 
to  deftroy  the  Indians  at  the  barracks. 
i  am  now  informed  the  governor 
has  taken  the  oath  prefcribed  by  the 
ftamp-att,  but  his  friends  keep  it  a 
fecret,  and  fay,  '  who  knows  that  he 
has,*  but  it  will  foon  appear  here,  for 
that  vv'ill  aUer  his  conduct ;  the  com- 
mifiioners  and  government  may  de- 
pend that  I  will  communicate  things 
as  they  happen,  though  it  is  at  the 
rifque  of  my  life  ;  for  the  party,  by 
their  tools,  frequently  give  out,  that 
if  they  knew  the  man  that  would  fo 
far  afiift  Britain  as  to  inform  againft 
any  man,  in  this  or  any  other  pro- 
vince, he  fhould  not  live  many  hours ; 
and  I  do  affure  the  government  and 
commiir:Oners,  that  all  pofitive  charg- 
es made  by  me,  can  be  proved  by  re- 
putable witnefTes.  But  whether  his 
Majefty  or  his  miniltry  can,  or  will 
wink  at  and  overlook  thefe  infults  and 
outrages,  and  permit  their  colonifts  to 
refufe  obedience  to  an  a£l  of  parlia- 
ment, and  alfo  declr.re  it  illegal  and 
unconllitutional,  and  alfo  permit  the 
printers  here  to  publifh  weekly  the 
moil  violent  and  inflammatory  pieces 
that  ever  were  wrote,  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  if  tliefe  continental 
papers  for  the  two  or  three  months 
paft  were  examined,  many  of  them 
would  be  found  rather  to  exceed  the 
North  Briton,  (No.  XLV.)  in  alie- 
nating the  affedlions  of  the  people 
from  his  M?jeily,  and  animating 
them  to  rebellion,  and  yet  at  the 
fame  time  call  themfelvesEnglifhmen, 
and  profefs  the  higheil  degree  of 
loyalty  to  his  Majefty.  I  fome  time 
tell  fome  of  our  warm  blades,  that  it 
is  a  piece  of  inconfilleucy  to  call 
themfelves  Englilhmen,  becaufe  gen- 
tlemen, fay  J,  if  you  arc  Eiiglillimen, 
you  mult  be  bound  by  a(!fts  of  parlia- 
ment, until  that  parliament  releafes 
you  from  that  obedience,  which  has 
not  yet  been  done  as  1  knov/  of.  To 
this  they  reply  our  charters  have  done 
ii,  aufoIuti;)y.     No,  gentlemen,  your 


charters  are  but  the  declarations  of  the 
kings  that  granted  them,  and  they 
cannot  be  to  mean  no  more, 

than  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
would  not  arbitrarilv,  and  without 
law,  raife  money  on  the  fubjecl  in 
America,  and  this  all  our  forefathers 
feemed  to  have  alkcd — v.'hen  they  left 
Britain,  and  indeed  it  is  all  the  kings 
of  Great  Britain  can  legally  promife, 
for  the  king  cannot  bar  the  rights  of 
the  lords  and  commons,  any  more 
than  they  can  his  prerogatives.  The 
anfwer  then  is,  you  are  an  enemy  to 
America,  and  ought  to  have  your 
brains  beat  out,  &c.  And  indeed 
there  is  nothing  has  faved  me  but  the 
great  number  of  friends  and  relations 
that  I  have  in  this  country,  and,  had 
it  not  been  for  their  numbers,  1  muft: 
have  refigned  my  office  abfolutely,  or 
elfe  not  only  me  but  my  family  and 
fortune  would  have  fallen  a  facrifice. 
I  believe  I  am  the  only  ftam.p  dif- 
tributor  that  has  not  either  refigned 
abfolutely,  or  fled  the  province  be- 
tween Virginia  and  Hallifax,  and  if 
the  Virginia  officer  had  been  there,  I 
think  he  muft  have  refigned  alfo,  for 
there  the  fire  began.  It  is  my  private 
opinion,  that  if  the  province  of  Pen  n- 
fylvaniawas  changed  from  proprietary 
to  a  royal  government,  and  fome  per- 
fon  appointed  to  govern  it,  that  had 
both  intereft  among  the  people,  and  a 
perfcd  knowledge  of  them,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  difplace  the  difloyal,  and 
put  in  power  and  commiffion  fuch 
only  as  could  be  depended  on,  and 
have  demonlhated  their  loyalty  to 
their  king  ;  fuch  a  per  ion,  after  the 
c'.^nges  aforefaid,  might  eafily  govern 
this  province,  and  preferve  the  peace 
of  it,  and  keep  it  in  Aibjedtion  to  his 
Majefty,  which  I  think  we  hardly  are 
at  this  lime.  One  reafon  affigned  for 
not  paying  obedience  to  this  a<ft  of 
parliament,  is,  that  we  have  no  re- 
prclentativc  in  parliament ;  I  then 
fay,  let  us  petition  for  rcprefentativcs. 
O,  no,  we  will  not  agree  to  that, 
becaufe  we  have  reprefentatives  of  oar 
own,  and  have  always  given  money 

whcA 
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when  we  have  been  called  on  by  the 
king  or  his  minifters,  and  if  that  will 
not  do,  let  us  have  a  houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  America,  to  fettle  what  fhall 
be  the  quota  of  each  colony  when 
money  is  wanted — No,  gentlemen, 
you  have  foreclofed  yourfelves  of  that^ 
for  you  have  demonllrated  your  pro- 
penfity  to  rebellion,  to  that  degree, 
that  in  my  opinion  the  miniftry  never 
can  advife  his  Majefly  to  unite  you 
more  than  you  now  are  ;  but  if  they 
knew  our  circumflances  rightly,  they 
would  divide  us  yet  more,  by  forming 
new  colonies  out  of  Virginia,  and 
perhaps  fome  others  that  are  already 
but  too  large  ;  but  thefe  things  are  at 
a  diftance,  for  Great  Britain  muil:  fir  ft 
determine  whether  fhe  is  to  govern 
or  not,  and  wht^ther  flie  will  permit 
us  to  put  ourfeives  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  France,  or  Spain,  as  many 
upon  the  continent  declare  they  will 
ward  ofr  the  ftamp-atl,  until  they  can 
get  France  or  Spain  to  protect  them  ; 
and  fome  few  have  gone  fo  far  in  this 
province  I  muft  now  contradift  your 
allegation  of  our  giving  money  when 
called  upon.  Pray  has  Maryland 
given  one  (hilling  all  the  lail  war,  and 
did  not  moil  of  the  colonies,  except 
Pennfylvania,  refafe  both  men  and 
money  for  Colonel  Bouquet's  lall  ex- 
pedition agcunll  the  Indians  to  the 
weiiward  ;  and  when  Col.  Bouquet, 
by  his  friends,  got  fome  volunteers 
raifed  for  the  purpofe  in  Virginia, 
was  he  not  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
commiffioners  of  this  province  to  pay 
them,  or  elfe  he  muft  have  paid  them 
out  of  his  private  fortune  ;  although 
the  war  was  on  the  Virginia  frontier, 
and  their  people  frequently  murdered 
at  that  time. 

November  the  3d,  being  Saturday 
evening,  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
colleftor,  to  !et  me  know  that  he  and 
the  other  cuftom-houfe  officers  would 
call  upon  me  next  day,  but  they  after- 
wards changed  their  plan  ;    and  on 

Tuefday  the   5Lh,    I   received   the 
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paper,  (No.  I.)  and  that  afternoon 
returned  for  anfwer  the  paper  (No.  II.) 
and  I  now  underftand  that  the  party 
are  much  diflatisfied  wich  my  anfwer, 
and  fay  1  had  no  need  to  fay  more 
than  three  words ;  viz.  I  have  none 
— This  they  could  have  protefted  upon 
and  fent  home  to  the  cuftom-houfe, 
but  I  believe  they  have  no  great  in- 
clination to  fend  home  thjs  letter; 
however,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  fend 
it  you  with  a  copy  of  theirs ;  alfo  I 
wifh  I  knew  whether  the  ad  would  be 
enforced  or  net,  for  if  it  is  to  be  re- 
pealed, I  might  refign  voluntarily  in 
time,  and  thei-eby  eicape  the  violence 
of  the  party,  for  if  tne  adl  is  not 
enforced,  nor  I  do  not  refign  in  time, 
I  fliall  not  be  able  to  go  into  fome  oif 
the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  look 
after  my  intereft  during  my  life-time, 
for  they  threaten  me  already  in  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia,  that  if  they  ever 
catch  me  there  they  will  make  a 
facrifice  of  me  ;  but  if  they  fhould  be 
made  fubjeft  to  Great  Britain,  I  ihall 
then  be  in  no  danger,  for  the  iflue  of 
this  ad  will  abfolutely  determine 
Britain's  fovereignty  in  America.  For, 
if  by  thefe  rebellious  actions  we  can 
get  this  adft  repealed,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  fome  of  my  children  may  live  to 
fee  a  duty  laid  by  Americans  on  fome 
things  imported  from  Britain,  for  I 
do  not  know  an  inftance  of  a  mob's 
fitting  down  contented  with  one 
thing,  unlefs  they  have  a  force  able 
to  quell  them. 

I  prefume  when  the  remonftrances 
from  the  grand  committee  (who  meet 
at  New- York)  come  here,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  judge  what  we  would  be  at; 
for  even  in  this  province  fome  few 
fay,  if  we  ftick  by  one  another,  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Britain  to  enforce 
it,  and  fay  that  Ireland  did  the  fame 
formerly,  and  by  that  means  have 
efcaped  the  burthen  as  they  call  it. 
I  am  unable  at  this  time  to  give  a 
more  full  account  of  the  proceedings 
in  America,  being  not  recovered  from 

my 
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my  late  illnefs.  I  am,  gentlemen, 
with  refpeft,  your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

t^c^,  7,  1765,         John  Hughes. 
^0  the  commijjioners  of 
theftamp-cffice. 

No.  I. 
Mr.  John  Hughes, 
Sir,  We  have  heard  from  public 
report,  that  you  are  the  officer  ap- 
pointed to  dirtribute  flamp-papers  and 
parchment  in  the  proAance,  purfuant 
to  an  aft  of  parliament  lately  pub- 
jifhed  in  England,  and  we  now  apply 
to  you,  to  know  whether  you  can 
fupply  us  with  llamp  papers  proper 
for  cockets  and  clearances,  on  which, 
the  duty  of  four-pence  fterling  is  im- 
pofed  (if  the  copy  \ye  have  feen  of 
the  aft  be  genuine).  We  apprehend 
it  is  our  duty  to  apply  to  you  for 
them,  as  we  cannot  proceed  regularly 
in  the  bufinefs  ci  our  office  without 
them.  Pleafe  to  let  us  have  your 
anfvver  in  v/riting  as  foon  as  poffible, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  millake  or 
mifunderftanding  that  may  happen 
from  a  verbal  conference  between  us. 
We  beg  you  will  be  pleafed  to  have  a 
direft  anfwer,  whether  you  will  or 
not  let  us  have  the  ftamp  papers  for 
the  purpofes  above-mentioned.  We 
are,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervants, 
Ctijiom-Hcufe,  J.  Swift,  Dep.  Colk. 
Philadelphia,  A .  B  A  R  c  L  a  Y ,  Com ptr. 
l^onj,  4,  1^6^.  T.  Grame,  Naval  OfF^ 

No.  II. 
Gentlemen, 
I  received  yours  of  the  4th  inftant, 
and  cannot  but  infer  from  the  con- 
tents, that  you  are  a  ftranger  in 
Pennfylvania,  fmce  by  the  tenor  of 
your  letter,  you  feem  to  be  unac- 
quainted with  the  things  that  are 
come  to  pafs  in  thefe  our  days. 
Thcvefore,  I  think  it  neceflary,  be- 
fore I  proceed  in  anfwer,  to  give  you 
a  brief  detail  of  what  has  happened. 
Firft  then,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that 
on  Saturday  the  5  th  of  Oftobcr  laft, 
the  State-houfe  and  Chrill-church 
bells   were   rung   muffled,    "and   two 


Negro-drummers,  one  of  whom  be- 
longed to  alderman  Samuel  Mifflin, 
beat  through  all  parts  of  the  city  with 
muffled  drums,  thereby  alarming  the 
inhabitants.    In  confequence  v/hereof, 
a  large  number  of  people  vva$  raifed 
and   aHembled    at    the    State-houfe, 
where  it  was  publicly  declared  (as  I 
am  informed),  that  if  I  did  not  im- 
mediately refign  my  office,  my  houfe 
fhould  be  pulled  down  and  my  fub- 
ftance  deftroyed,  but  before  the  con- 
vention broke  up,  the  gentlemen  af- 
fembled  there,  in  part  changed  their 
refolution,    and    by  a   nate    they  at 
night  fent  me,    indulged  me  till  ten 
o'clock  the  Monday  morning  follov/- 
ing,  to  fatisfy  them  whether  I  would 
or    not   refign   my  office    as    ftamp- 
diftributor   for    this    province.      Se- 
condly,    although    it  was    currently 
reported  through  the  city  on  the  4th 
of  Oftober  laft,   that  Capt.  Halland, 
with  the  fiamp  papers.  Sec.  would  be 
up  next  day,  and  that  a  mob  would 
be  raifed  to  deftroy  them,  yet  neither 
the  governor,    the   fupreme  judges, 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  nor 
any  other  jufliciary  officers,  (Benjamin 
Shoemaker,  Efq.  excepted)  took  the 
leaft    notice    thereof,    nor    ufed   any 
means  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the 
city.     Thirdly,  although  on  Monday 
the  7th  of  Oftober,  when  the  people 
collefted  at  the  Free  Mafons  lodge, 
and   their  delegates,    who  need  not 
here  be  named,  came  to  my  houfe  and 
demanded  of  me  my  anfvver,  whether 
I  would  or  would  not  refign  my  ortice 
as  llamp-diftributor  of  this  province, 
yet  neither  the  governor,  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court,  although  then  fit- 
.  ting,  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen, 
nor  any  of  the  peace-officers  of  this 
city,  teftified  the  lean  difapprobation 
thereof,  but  permitted  thofe  gentlemen 
and  their  affiiciates,  to  compel  me  to 
make  the  declaration  which  you  may 
fee  printed  in  the  Gazette  and  Penn- 
fylvania Journal  of  the  loth  of  Oc- 
tober lall.     Fourthly,  thefe  gentlemen 
delegates    and   their   aflbciates   have 
therefore 
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therefore  prevented  any  (lamp  from 
coming  into  my  poffeflion.  Ofcon- 
fequence,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
fupply  you.  But  as  you  may  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  fituation  of  the 
ftamp  papers,  I  do  myfelf  the  plea- 
fure  of  informing  you,  that  his  honour 
the  governor,  has  committed  them  to 
the  "care  of  Capt.  Hawker,  com- 
mander of  his  Majefty's  Ihip  Sardine. 
And  I  would  likewife,  gentlemen, 
beer  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  he 
has  taken,  as  I  am  informed,  afolemn 
oath,  "  to  do  to  his  utmcft,  that  all 
and  every  of  the  claufes  contained  in 
the  ftamp-a£l  fhall  be  bona  fide  ob- 
ferved  ;"  wherefore  I  muil  refer  you 
to  him,  as  I  am  for  the  reafons  al- 
ready afiigned,  at  prefent  incapa- 
citated to  fupply  you  with  (lampt 
papers,  &c.  for  a  more  full  anfwer, 
if  neceffary,  to  your  letter.  Fifthly, 
if  any  inconveniencies  or  damages, 
therefore,  fliould  happen  to  any  per- 
fon  or  perfons  for  want  of  the  fiampt 
papers,  the  blame  neither  can  nor 
does  lie  at  m.y  door,  whatever  it  may 
of  thofe  of  the  gentlemen  delegates 
and.  their  aiTociates.  I  am  forry, 
gentlemen,  that  you  fuffered  an  in- 
Snuation  to  efcape  your  pen,  as  if  I 
would  not  afford  you  a  direcl  anfwer 
to  your  letter,  for  I  am  perlwaded  no 
part  of  my  conduft  has  given  you  or 
any  other  perfon  caufe  to  fufpect  either 
my  candor  or  integrity,  therefore, 
permit  me  to  fay,  I  muil  look  upon 
this  infinuation  both  ungenerous  and 
unfriendly.  I  am.  Sirs,  your  hum- 
ble fervant, 
Fhiladelphin^  Ncu.  J.  Kughes. 

5>  1765; 
ychn  S-tvift,  Jlex:  Barclay ^  and 
Thomas  Gramey   E/quires. 

Phila^'eJphia,  Sept.  1765. 
ExtraSi  of  Letters  from  John  Hughes, 
Efq.  appointed  Difiributor  of  the 
Stamps  for  Pennfyl-oania,  to  Benjamin 
Frankliny  Efq.  Agent  for  Jaid  Pro- 
'vince,  by  him,  per  Order,  laid  before 
the  Parliament, 
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''  You  are  now  from  letter  to  letter 
to  fuppofe  each  may  be  the  laft  that  you 
will  receive  from  your  old  friend,'  as 
the  fpirit  or  flame  of  rebellion  is  got 
to  a  high  pitch  among  the  North 
Americansj  and  it  feems  to  me,  that 
a  fort  of  frenzy,  or  madnefs,  has  got 
fach  hold  of  the  people  of  all  ranks, 
that  I  fancy  fome  lives  will  be  loll 
before  this  fire  is  put  out;  I  am  at 
prefent  much  perplexed  what  courfe  to 
fteer  ;  for,  as  I  have  given  you  reafon 
to  expeft,  I  would  endeavour  to  put 
the  a6l  in  execution,  and  you  no 
doubt  have  informed  thecommiiTioners 
I  cannot  in  point  of  honor  go  back, 
until  fomething  or  other  is  done  by 
the  people  to  render  it  impoHible  for 
me  to  proceed  ;  but,  perhaps  when  a 
mob  is  on  foot,  my  intereil  may  fall 
a  facrifice  to  an  infatuated  multitude, 
and  I  know  of  no  other  way  to  prevent 
it,  but  abfoluteiy  declaring  off  as  all 
the  reft  have  done  to  the  ealhvard,  but 
as  yet  I  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf, 
notwithftanding  the  threats  of  fome, 
and  the  perfuafions  of  others,  to  do 
an  a6l  that  appears  to  me  neither  lovai 
nor  reputable. 

''  I  had  hitherto  kept  matters  eafy, 
by  faying  I  had  nothing  to  refign,  fori 
have  neither  received  any  commiffion 
or  any  other  kind  of  writing  from  the 
ilamp-office  ;  but  when  ic  is  known  I 
have  received  my  com.mimon,  I  fancy 
I  fhall  not  efcape  the  ilorm  of  prelby- 
teiian  rage,  and  as  Capt.  Friend  is 
expetted  every  day,  my  doom  will 
foon  be  known,  but  whether  I  may 
live  to  inform  you,  is  yet  in  the  womb 
of  futurity. 

*^ByGovernor  Franklin's  letters, and 
by  my  lall,  you  will  fee  that  Mr.  Cox 
has  refigned  the  llamp-oSice  for  New- 
Jerfey,  and  there  is  fcarce  a  day  goes 
over  my  head,  but  many  people  call 
on  me  to  refign,  and  fay  I  am  an 
enemy  to  North- America  if  I  do  not ; 
but  iince  1  am  new  and  muft 

abide  by  conf^quences,  be  they  what 
they  will,  I  fhall  be  exceedingly  ob- 
liged to  you,  if  it  is  coniiilent  with 
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your  judgment,  to  recommend  my 
fon  Hugh  for  Mr.  Cox's  fuccefTor. 
My  Ton  is  married,  and  fettled  in  New 
Jerfey,  has  a  good  ellatCj  both  real 
and  perfonal,  and  can  give  any  fe- 
curity  that  may  be  required— I  am 
the  more  induced  to  afk  this  favour,  as 
1  think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
putting  the  ad  in  execution  in  that 
province;  andj  if  my  property,  and 
perhaps  my  life  may  be  loll  in  this 
province,  my  fon  I  hope  will  be  the 
better  for  the  office  in  that  province, 
which  may  be  fome  compenfation  for 
what  property  may  be  lolt  out  of  the 

family. 

Sepf,  ID,    1765. 

*'  Our  afTembly  met  yeilerday,  and 
this  day  a  majority  of  fifteen  ngainft 
fourteen,  were  for  fending  a  com- 
xnittee  to  New-York,  to  meet  the 
committee  of  Bofton  on  the  firll  of 
Odlober,  where  they  infinuate  there 
will  be  men  fcnt  from  every  colony, 
in  order  to  unite  and  become,  as  they 
exprefs  it,  like  a  bundle  of  rods,  al- 
luding to  the  fable  of  the  old  man  and 
his  fons.  This  fcheme,  or  plan  of 
union,  is  not  only  begun,  but  inde- 
fatigably  pulhed  forward,  by  the 
prelbyterians  principally. 

Sept.  II.  This  afternoon  Capt. 
Friend  arrived,  and  as  he  fays  he  has 
no  ftamp  papers  on  board,  all  feems 
pretty  quiet  at  prefent.  The  afTembly 
have  named  Jofeph  Fox,  Geo.  Bryan, 
John  Morton  and  John  Dickinfon,  as 
a  committee  to  go  to  the  Congrefs  at 
New- York. 

Se/>t.  12.  Our  clamours  run  very 
high,  and  1  am  told  my  houie  fhall 
be  pulled  down  and  the  llamps  burnt, 
to  which  I  give  no  other  aniwer  than 
that  I  will  defend  my  houfe  at  the 
rifque  of  my  life.  I  mull  fay  that  all 
the  fenfiblequakers  behave  prudently. 

SeJ)f.  16.  in  the  e'venhjg — Common 
report  threatens  my  houfe  this  night, 
as  there  are  bonfires  and  rejoicings  for 
the  change  of  miniilry.  The  iober 
and  fenfible  part  of  the  people  are 
doing  every  thing  in  rcadineis  to  fup- 


prefs  a  mob,  if  there  fliould  be  any 
intention  of  rifing.  I,  for  my  part, 
am  well  armed  with  fire-arms,  and 
am  determined  to  ftand  a  fiege.  If  I 
hve  till  to-morrow  morning,  fhall 
give  you  a  further  account,  but  as  il 
is  now  about  eight  o'clock  I  am  on 
my  guard,  and  only  write  this  be- 
tween whiles,  as  every  noife  or  buiUe 
of  the  people  calls  me  off. 

Nine  o'clock.  Several  friends  that  pa- 
trole  between  my  houfe  and  the  coffee- 
houfe,  came  in  jull  now,  and  fay  the 
colledlion  of  rabble  begins  to  decreafe 
vifibly  in  the  ftreets,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  danger  feems  a  good  deal  lefs 
than  it  did. 

T-ivelve  o\tock.  There  are  now  fe- 
veral  hundredsof  our  friends  about  the 
ftrect  ready  to  fupprefs  anv  mob,  if  it 
fhould  attempt  to  rife,  and  the  rabble 
are  difperfmg. 

Sept.  17.  ji-ve  in  the  morning — We 
are  all  yet  in  the  land  of  the  living, 
and  our  properties  fafe,  thank  God. 

ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Jofeph  Gal- 
loivajy  Efq.  dated  Philadelphia y  Sep- 
tember 29,  1765,  to  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Ej'q. 

*'  The  public  papers  will  inform  you 
of  the  prefent  dillrafted  Hate  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  many  outrages  and 
riots  that  have  been  occafioned  by  a 
diflike  to  the  flamp-a6l,  all  which 
have  been  incited  by  the  principal 
members  of  the  colonies  where  they 
have  been  committed — Meafurcs  have 
not  been  wanting  to  create  the  fame 
temper  in  the  people  here,  in  which 
fome  have  been  very  ai^ive.  In  hopes 
to  prevent  their  ill  elfeds,  I  wrote  a 
moderate  piece,  figned  AmericanuSy 
publifhcd  here  and  at  New- York, 
and  fince  in  Virginia,  wherein  you 
will  fee  my  fcntiments  on  t!ic  fubjed. 
I  am  told  it  had  good  effed  in  thofe 
places  as  well  as  here,  being  much 
approved  by  the  moderate  part  of  the 
people  ;  yet  we  fhould  not  have  been 
free  from  riots  here,  if  another  method  ,, 
had  not  been  taken  to  prevent  them,    | 

viz.  B/    ' 
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By  a/Tembling  quietly  at  the  inftance 
of  Mr.  Hughes's  friends  (and  not  by 
order  from  the  government  of  the 
city),  near  eight  hundred  fober  inha- 
bitants wore  polled  in  different  parts, 
ready  to  prevent  any  mifchief  that 
fhould  be  attempted  by  the  mob, 
which  efFeftuallyintimidated  them  and 
kept  all  tolerable  quiet,  only  they 
burnt  a  figure  that  they  called  a  ftamp- 
man,  and  about  midnight  difperfed. 
Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  per- 
fuade  and  frighten  Mr.  Hughes  into 
a  refignation  of  his  office,  but  he  con- 
tinues firm,  and  will  not  refign  in  any 
manner  that  fliall  do  dilhonour  to  his 
appointment,  and  I  think  will  be  able 
to  put  his  commifiion  into  execution, 
notvvithilanding  the  example  fet  by 
other  colonies. 

The  King  having,  in  his  fpeech> 
■recommended  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament  the  affairs  of  America,  a 
debate  naturally  followed  on  the  ad- 
drefs. 

The  new  miniflers  fpoke  tenderly 
cf  the  dillurbances  and  confufions  in 
America.  The  late  minifters  (at  this 
time  in  oppofition)  were  quite  the  re- 
verfe. 

Earl  Nugent  (then  Mr.  Nugent) 
infilled,  '  I'hat  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  kingdom,  obliged  us  to 
compel  the  execution  of  the  flamp-a(fl, 
except  the  right  was  acknowledged, 
and  the  repeal  foUicited  as  a  favour. 
He  computed  the  expence  of  the 
troops  now  employed  in  America  for 
their  defence,  as  he  called  it,  to 
amount  to  nine-pence  in  the  pound  of 
our  land  tax  ;  while  the  produce  of  the 
llamp-a6l  would  not  raife  a  fhilling 
a  head  on  the  inhabitants  of  America; 
but  that  a  pepper-corn,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  right,  was  of  more 
value,  than  millions  without.  He 
expatiated  on  the  extreme  ingra- 
titude of  the  colonies ;  and  concluded, 
with  charging  the  miniilry  with  en- 
couraging petitions  to  parliament,  and 
inllructioui  to  members  from  trading 
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and  manufa<Eluring  tow^ns,  againft  the 
aft.* 

Mr.  Pitt  (now  Lord  Chatham) 
fpoke  next.  As  he  always  begins 
very  low,  and  as  every  body  was  in 
agitation  at  his  firfl  rifing,  his  intro- 
duftion  was  not  heard,  'till  he  faid^ 
'  I  came  to  town  but  to-day  ;  I  was  a 
Uranger  to  the  tenor  of  his  Majelly's 
fpeech,  and  the  propofed  addrefs,  'till 
I  heard  them  read  in  this  houfe. 
Unconnedlcd  and  unconfulted,  I  have 
not  the  means  of  information  ;  I  am 
fearful  of  offending  through  millake, 
and  therefore  beg  to  be  indulged  with 
a  fecond  reading  of  the  propofed 
addrefs,*  The  addrefs  being  read, 
Mr.  Pitt  went  on  : — He  commended 
the  King's  fpeech,  approved  of  the 
addrefs  in  anfwer,  as  it  decided  no- 
thing, every  gentleman  being  left  at 
perfeft  liberty  to  take  fuch  a  part 
concerning  America,  as  he  might  af- 
terwards fee  fit.  One  word  only  he 
could  not  approve  of,  an  early ^  is  a 
word  tJiat  does  not  belong  to  the 
notice  the  miniilry  has  given  to  par- 
liament of  the  troubles  in  America* 
In  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,  the 
communication  ought  to  have  beeri 
immediate  :  I  fpeak  not  with  refpedt 
to  parties  ;  I  fland  up  in  this  place 
fingle  and  unconnected.  As  to  the 
late  miniftry,  (turning  himfelf  to  Mr^ 
Grenville,  who  fat  within  one  of 
him)  every  capital  meafure  they  have 
taken,  has  been  entirely  wrong  1 

'  As  to  the  prefent  gentlemen,  tO 
thofe  at  leafl  whom  I  have  in  my  eye 
(looking  at  the  bench  where  Mr. 
Conway  fat,  with  the  lords  of  the 
treafury)  I  have  no  objeftion  ;  I  have 
never  been  made  a  facrifice  by  any  of 
them.  Their  characters  are  fair ; 
and  I  am  aUvays  glad  when  men  of 
fair  charadler  engage  in  his  Majefiy's 
fervice.  Some  of  them  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  afk  my  poor  opinion, 
before  they  would  engage.  Thefe  will 
do  me  the  jullice  to  own,  I  advifed 
them  to  engage  ;  but  notwithllanding 
— I  love  to  be  explicit — I  cannot  give 
I  tnem 
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them  my  confidence  ;  pardon  me, 
gentlemen,  (bowing  to  the  miniftry) 
confidence  is  a  plant  of  flow  growth 
in  an  aged  bofom  :  youth  is  the  feafon 
of  credulity  ;  by  comparing  events 
with  each  other,  reafoning  from  efFefts 
to  caufes,  methinks,  I  plainly  dif- 
cove-  the  traces  of  an  over-ruling  in- 
fluence. 

*  There  is  a  claufe  in  the  ad  of  fet- 
tlement,  to  oblige  every  miniiler  to 
fign  his  name  to  the  advice  which  he 
gives  his  fovereign.  Would  it  were 
oblerved  !— I  have  had  the  honour  to 
ferve  the  crown,  and  if  I  could  have 
fubmitted  to  influence,  I  might  have 
fl:ill  continued  to  ferve  ;  but  I  would 
not  be  refponflble  for  others. — —I 
have  no  local  attachments :  it  is  in- 
different to  me,  whether  a  man  was 
rocked  in  his  cradle  on  this  fide  or 
that  fide  of  the  Tweed.— I  fought  for 
merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found. — 
It  is  my  boaft,  that  I  was  the  firll 
minifter  who  looked  for  it>  and  I 
found  it  in  the  mountains  of  the 
north.  I  called  it  forth,  and  drew  it 
into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and  in- 
trepid race  of  men  1  men,  who,  wheji 
left  by  your  jealoufy,  became  a  prey 
to  the  artifices  of  your  enemies,  and 
had  gone  nigh  to  have  overturned  the 
fliate,  in  the  war  before  the  laft. 
Thefe  men,  in  the  laft  war,  were 
brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  :  they 
ferved  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought 
with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you 
in  every  part  of  the  world  -:  uetelred 
be  the  national  reflexions  againft 
them  !  —  they  are  unjuft,  ground- 
lefs,  illiberal,  unmanly.  When  I 
ceafed  to  ferve  his  Majefty  as  a  mi- 
nifter,  it  was  not  the  country  x)f  tne 
mian  by  which  I  was  moved — but  the 
m.an  of  that  country  wanted  wifdom, 
and  held  principles  incompatible  with 
freedom. 

*  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker, 
flnce  I  have  attended  in  parliament. 
When  the  refolution  was  taken  in  the 
hoale  to  tax  America,  I  was  ill  in 
bedc     If  I  could  have  endured  to  have 
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been  carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great  was 
the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the  con- 
fequences  !  I  would  have  follicited 
fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down 
on  this  floor,  to  have  borne  my 
teftimony  againft  iti  It  is  now  an 
a6l  that  had  pafiied — I  would  fpeak 
with  decency  of  every  act  of  this 
houfe,  but  I  muft  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  houfe  to  fpeak  of  it  with 
freedom. 

'  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  with  refpecl  to  America.  — I 
hope,  gentlemen  will  come  to  this 
debate  with  all  the  temper  and  im- 
partiality his  majefty  recommends,  and 
the  importance  of  the  fubjecl  requires. 
A  fubjecl  of  greater  importance  than 
ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
houfe  !  that  fubjeft  only  excepted, 
when,  near  a  century  ago,  it  was  the 
queftion,  whether  you  your fe Ives  were 
to  be  bound,  or  free.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon  health 
for  any  future  day,  fuch  is  the  nature 
of  my  infirmities,  I  will  beg  to  fay  a 
few  words  at  prefent,  leaving  the 
juftice,  the  equity,  the  policy,  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  aft,  to  another  time. 
I  will  only  fpeak  to  one  point,  a  point 
which  feems  not  to  have  been  gene- 
rally underftood — I  mean  to  the  right. 
Some  gentlemen  (alluding  to  Mr. 
Nugent)  feem  to  have  confidered  it 
as  a  point  of  honor.  If  gentlemen 
confider  it  in  that  light,  they  leave  all 
meafures  of  right  and  wrong,  to  follow 
a  delufion  that  may  lead  to  deftrudion. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom 
has  no  rigiit  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the 
colonies.  At  the  fame  time,  I  aflert 
the  authority  of  this  kingdom  over  the 
colonies,  to  be  fovereign  and  fupreme, 
in  every  circumilance  of  government 

and  iegillation  whatlbever. They 

are  the  fubjedls  of  this  kingdom, 
equally  entitled  with  yourfelves  to  all 
the  natural  rights  of  manldnJ  and  the 
peculiar  privileges  of  Kngliflimen. 
Equally  bound  by  its  laws,  and  equally 
participating  of  the  conftitution   of 

this 
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this  free  country.  The  Americans 
are  ihe  Tons,  not  the  bailards,  of 
England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the 
governing  or  legiilative  power. — The 
taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of 
the  commons  alone.  In  legiflation 
the  three  eftates  of  the  realm  are  alike 
concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of  the 
peers  and  the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only 
iieceifary  to  clofe  with  the  form  of  a 
Jaw.  The  gift  and  grant  is  of  the 
commons  alone.  In  ancient  days,  the 
crown,  the  barons,  and  the  clergy 
pofieffed  the  lands.  In  thofe  days, 
the  barons  and  the  clergy  gave  and 
granted  to  the  crown.  They  gave 
and  granted  what  was  their  own.  At 
prelent,  fince  the  difcovery  of  Ame- 
rica, and  other  circumllances  permit- 
ting, the  commons  are  beconic  the 
proprietors  of  the  land.  The  crown 
has  diveiled  itfelf  of  its  great  eilates. 
The  church  (God  blels  it)  has  but  a 
pittance.  The  property  of  the  lords, 
compared  with  that  of  the  commons, 
is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  : 
and  this  houfe  reprefents  thofe  com- 
mons, the  proprietors  of  the  lands ; 
and  thofe  proprietors  virtually  rcpre- 
fent  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants. 
When,  therefore,  in  this  houi'e  we 
give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant 
what  is  our  own.  But  in  an  Ame- 
yican  tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We,  your 
Majefty's  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
give  and  grant  to  your  Pvlajelly,  what  ? 
Our  own  property  ? — No.  We  give 
and  grant  to  your  Majefty,  the  pro- 
perty of  your  Majefty's  commons  of 
America.  —  It  Is  an  abfurdity  in 
terms. — 

'  The  diftintftion  between  legiflation 
and  taxation  is  eflentially  neceffary  to 
liberty.  The  crown,  the  peers,  are 
equally  legiflative  powers  with  the 
commons.  If  taxation  be  a  part  of 
finiple  legiflation,  the  crou'n,  the 
peers  have  rights  in  taxation  as  well  as 
yourfelves  :  rights  which  they  will 
claim,  which  they  will  exercife,  when- 
ever the  principle  can  be  fupported 
by  power. 
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*  There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that 
the  colonies  are  virtually  reprefen ted 
in  this  houfe.  I  would  fain  know  by 
whom  an  American  is  reprefentc;d 
here  ?  Is  he  reprefented  by  any  knight 
of  the  fhire,  in  any  county  in  this 
kingdom?  Would  to  God  that  re- 
fpedable  reprefen tations  was  augment- 
ed to  a  greater  number  1  Or  will  you 
tell  him  that  he  is  reprefented  by  any 
reprefentative  qf  ^  borough— a  bo- 
rough, which  perhaps  no  man  ever 
faw — This  is  what  is  called,  the  rot- 
ten  p^rt    of  the  conftitution. It 

cannot  continue  the  century — If  it 
does  not  drop,  it  muft  be  amputated, 
— The  idea  of  a  virtual  repreientation 
of  America  in  this  houfe,  is  the  moft 
contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered 
into  the  head  of  a  rr\an — It  does  not 
deferve  a  ferious  refutation. 

*  The  commons  of  America,  repre- 
fented in  their  feveralailemblies,  have 
ever  been  in  pofteflion  of  the  exercife 
of  this,  their  conftitutional  right,  of 
giving  and  granting  their  own  money. 
They  would  have  been  flaves  if  they 
had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the  fame  time, 
this  kingdom,  as  the  fupreme  govern- 
ing and  legiilative  power,  has  always 
bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  by  her 
regulations,  and  reftridions  in  trade, 
in  navigation,  in  manufactures — in 
every  thing,  except  that  of  taking 
their  money  out  of  their  pockets  with- 
out their  confent. — Here  I  would  di'aw 
the  line,  i^afu  ultra  citra^ue  nequit 
cofijljhre  rectum,^ 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  vcice 
and  tone,  but  fo  Iqw  that  it  was  not 
eafy  to  diftinguilh  what  he  faid.  A 
confiderable  paufe  enfued  after  Mr. 
Pitt  had  done  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Cpnway  at  length  got  up. 
He  faid,  *  he  had  been  waiting  to  lee 
whether  any  anfwer  would  be  given  to 
Vv'hat  had  been  advanced  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  relerving  him- 
felf  for  the  reply  :  but  as  none  had 
been  given,  he  had  only  to  declare, 
that  his  own  fentiments  were  entirely 
conformable  to  thofe  of  the  right 
I  2  hpnourabla 


6d  P   R   I   O   R      D    O 

honourable  gentleman.— That  they 
are  fo  conformable,  he  {aid,  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  aiFeds  me  with  moft 
fenfible  pleafure,  and  does  me  the 
greateft  honour.  But  two  things  fell 
from  that  gentleman  which  give  me 
pain,  as  whatever  falls  from  that 
gentleman,  falls  from  fo  great  a 
height  as  to  make  a  deep  imprefiion. 
I  muft  endeavour  to  remove  it.  It 
was  objeaed,  that  the  notice  given 
to  parliament  of  the  troubles  in  Ame- 
rica w^s  not  early.  I  can  affure  the 
houfe,  the  firft  accounts  were  too 
vague  and  imperfeft  to  be  worth  the 
notice  of  parliament.  It  is  only  of 
late  that  they  have  been  precife  and 
full.  An  over-ruling  influence  has 
alfo  been  hinted  at,  I  fee  nothing 
of  it.  I  feel  nothing  of  it.  I  dif- 
claim  it  for  myfelf,  and  (as  far  as  my 
difcernment  can  reach)  for  all  the  reft 
of  his  Majefty's  minifters.' 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr, 
Conway,  '  The  excufc  is  a  valid  one, 
if  it  is  a  juft  one.  That  muft  appear 
from  the  papers  now  before  the  houfe.* 
Mr.  Grenville  next  ftood  up.  He 
began  with  cenfuring  the  miniftry 
very  feverely,  for  delaying  to  give 
earlier  notice  to  parliament  of  the  dif- 
turbances  in  America.  He  faid, 
*  They  began  in  July,  and  now  we 
are  in  the  middle  of  January  ;  lately 
they  were  only  occurrences,  they  are 
now  grown  to  djfturbances,  to  tu- 
mults and  riots.  I  doubt  tliey  bor- 
der on  open  rebellion  ;  and  if  the 
doftrine  I  have  heard  this  day  be 
confirmed,  I  fear  they  will  lofe  that 
name  to  take  that  of  revolution. 
The  government  over  them  being 
diffolved,  a  revolution  will  take  place 
in  America.  I  cannot  underftand 
the  difference  between  external  and 
internal  taxes.  They  are  the  fame 
in  effedc,  and  only  difFer  in  name. 
That  this  kingdom' has  thefovercign, 
the  fupreme  legiflative  power  over 
America,  is  granted,  ll  cannot  be 
denijd  ;  and  taxation  is  a  part  of  that 
ibve^-eign   power.     It  is  one  branch 
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of  the  legiflation.     It  is,  it  has  been 
exercifed,    over  thofe  who  are  not, 
who  were  never   rcprefented.     It  is 
exercifed  over  the  India  company,  the 
merchants  of  London,  the  proprietors 
of  the  ftocks,  and  o\  er  many  great 
manufafluring  towns.     It  was  exer- 
cifed over  the  palatinate  of  Chefter, 
and  the  bifiioprick  of  Durham,  be- 
fore they  fent  any  reprefentatives  to 
parliament.     I   appeal    for  proof  to 
the  preambles  of  the  acts  which  gave 
them  reprefentatives  :  the  one  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIIF.    the  other  in 
that  of  Charles  11.'     Mr.  Grenville 
then  quoted  the  ads,  and  defired  that 
they  might  be   read ;    which  being 
done,  he   faid:   '   When   I  propofed 
to  tax  America,  I  alked  the  houfe,  if 
anv  gentleman   would  object  to  the 
right  ;  I  repeatedly  afked  it,  and  no 
man  would  attempt  to  deny  it.     Pro- 
teftion  and  obedience  are  reciprocal. 
Great-Britain      protects      America  ; 
America  is  bound  to  yicid  obedience. 
If  not,  tell  me  where  the  Americans 
v/ere  emancipated  r  When  they  v/ant 
the  proteaiou  of  this  kingdom,  they*., 
are  always  very  ready  to  aik  it.   That 
proteftion  has  always  been  alforded 
them  in  the  moft  full  and  a:rple  nian- 
ner.     The  nation  has  run  itfelf  into 
an  immcnfe  debt  to  give  them  their 
proteilioa  ;  and  now  they  are  called 
upon  to  contribute  a  fmall  fnare  to- 
wards the  public  expence,  an  expence 
arifing  from  thcmfelve?,  they  renounce 
your  authority,  infuk   your   officer^, 
and   break  out,  I  might  almoft  fay, 
into  open   rebellion.     The  feoitious 
fpirit  of  the  colonies  owes  its  birth  to 
the  fa6lions  in  the  houfe.     Gentle- 
men are  carelefs  of  the  confequences 
of  what  they  fay,  provided  it  anfwers 
the  purpofes  of'oppohtion.    We  were 
told  we  trod  on  tender  ground  ;  we 
were    bid    to    exped    difobcdience, 
What  was  this,  but  telling  the  Ame- 
ricans  to  ftand  out  again  il  the  law, 
to  encourage  their  obftinacy  with  the 
expeftation  of  fupport  from  hence? 
Let  us  only  hold  out  a  little,  they 

would  : 
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^'j'ouid  fay,  our  friends  will  foon  be 
!^i  power.  Ungrateful  people  of 
America  1  Bounties  have  been  ex 
tended  to  them.  When  I  had  the 
honour  of  fcrving  the  crown,  while 
you  yourfelves  were  loaded  wirh  an 
enormous  debt,  you  have  given  boun- 
ties on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron, 
their  hemp,  and  many  other  articles. 
Yoa  have  relaxed,  in  their  favour, 
the  aft  of  navigation,  that  palladium 
of  the  Britifh  commerce  ;  and  yet  I 
have  been  abyfed  in  all  the  public 
papers  as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of 
America.  I  have  been  particularly 
charged  with  giving  orders  and  in- 
ftrudtions  to  prevent  the  Spanlih  trade, 
and  thereby  topping  the  channel,  by 
which  alone  North-America  ufed  to 
be  fupplied  v/ith  cafh  for  remittances 
to  this  country.  I  defy  any  man  to 
produce  any  fuch  orders  or  imlruc- 
tions.  I  difcouraged  no  trade  but 
what  was  illicit,  what  was  prohibited^ 
by  a6t  of  parliament.  I  defire  a 
Well-India  merchant,  well  known  in 
the  city  (Mr.  Long)  a  gentleman  of 
charafter,  may  be  examined.  He 
will  tell  you,  that  I  offered  to  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  advance 
the  trade  of  Americaj  I  was  above 
giving  an  anfwer  to  anonymous  ca- 
lumnies ;  but  in  this  place,  it  be- 
comes one  to  wipe  off  the  afperfion.' 

Kere  Mr.  Grenville  ceafed.  Se- 
veral members  got  up  to  fpeak,  but 
Mr.  Pitt  feeming  to  rife,  the  houfe 
v\'as  fo  clamorous  for  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  the  fpeaker  was  obliged  to 
call  to  order.  After  obtaining  a  lit- 
tle quiet,  he  faid,  *  Mr.  Pitt  was 
up  ;'  who  began  with  informing  the 
houfe,  *  That  he  did  not  me:.n  to 
have  gone  any  further  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  that  day  ;  that  he  had  only  de- 
figned  to  have  thrown  out  a  few 
hints,  which,  gentlemen  who  were 
fo  confident  of  the  right  of  this  king- 
dom to  fend  taxes  to  America,  might 
confider  ;  might,  perhaps,  refled, 
in  a  cooler  moment,  that  the  right 
was  at  leail  eq^uivpcal,     Butfmcethe 
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gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  had  not 
flopped  on  that  ground,  but  had  gone 
into  the  whole  ;  into  the  juftice,  the 
equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of 
the  itamp-ad,  as  well  as  into  the 
right,  he  would  follow  him  through 
the  whole  field,  and  combat  his  ar- 
guments on  every  point.' 

He  was  going  on,  when  the  late 
Lord  Strange  got  up,  and  called  botii 
the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  to  order.  He  faid,  *  they 
had  both  departed  from  the  matter 
before  the  houfe,  which  was  the 
King's  fpeech ;  and  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  going  to  fpeak  twice  on  the  fame 
debate,  although  the  houfe  was  not 
in  a  committee.' 

Mr.  Onllow  (now  Lord  Onflow) 
anfwered,  '  That  they  were  both  in 
order,  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but 
v^hat  was  fairly  deducible  from  the 
King's  fpeech;'  and  appealed  to  the 
Speaker.  The  Speaker  decided  in 
Mr.  Onflow's  favour. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  '  1  do  not  appre- 
hend I  am  fpeaking  twice  :  I  did  ex- 
prefsly  referve  a  part  of  my  fubjea:, 
in  order  to  fave  the  time  of  this  houfe^ 
but  I  am  compelled  to  proceed  in  it! 
I  do  not  fpeak  twice;  1  only  iinilhed 
what  I  defignedly  left  imperfed.  But 
ifthe  houfe  is  of  a  different  opinion, 
far  be  it  from,  m.e  to  indulge  a  wifh  of 
tranfgreilion,  againil  order.  I  am 
content,  if  it  be  your  pleafure,  to  be 

filent.'— Here  he  paufed The  houfe 

refounding  wi:h.  Go  on,  go  on  ;  he 
proceeded  : 

'  Gentlemen,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker) 
I  ^  liave  been  charged  with  givino- 
birth  to  fedition  in  America.  They 
have  fpoken  their  fentiments  with 
freedom,  againil  this  unhappy  ad, 
xind  that  freedom  has  become  their 
crime.  Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  liber- 
ty of  fpeech  in  this  houfe,  imputed  as 
a  crime.  But  the  imputation  fhall 
not  difcourage  me.  It  is  a  liberty  I 
mean  to  exercife.  No  gentleman 
ought  to  be  afraid  to  exercife  it.  It 
is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentleman 

vvJio 


6z  P   R   I   O   R      D    O 

who  calumniates  it  might  have  pro- 
Bted.  He  ought  to  have  profited. 
He  ought  to  have  defifted  from  his 
projed.  The  gentleman  tells  us, 
America  is  oblimate ;  America  is 
almoil  in  open  rebellion.  I  rejoice 
that  America  has  refilled.  Three 
millions  of  people,  fo  dead  to  all  the 
feelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily  to 
fubmit  to  beilaves,  would  have  been 
lit  inllrun.ents  to  make  llaves  of  the 
reft.  I  come  not  here  armed  at  all 
points,  with  law  cafes  and  afts  of 
pailiamcnr,  with  the  ftatute  book 
doubled  dovvn  in  dogs-ears,  to  defend 
the  caufe  of  liberty  :  ifl  had,  I  my- 
felf  would  have  cited  the  two  cafes  of 
Chefter  and  Durham.  I  would  have 
eitcd  them,  to  have  fhe\^'n,  thac, 
even  under  any  arbitrary  reigns,  par- 
liaments were  afhamed  of  taxing  a 
people  without  their  confent,  and  al- 
lowed them  reprefentatives.  Why 
did  the  gentleman  confine  himfelr  to 
Chefier  and  Durham  ?  ■  He  might 
have  taken  a  higher  exam, pie  in 
Wales;  Wales,  that  never  v/as  taxed 
|yy  parliament  till  it  was  incorporated. 
1  would  not  debate  a  particular  point 
cf  law  with  the  gentleman  :  I  know 
Iiis  abilities.  I  have  been  obliged  to 
fcii  diligent  refearches.  But,  for  the 
d:cfence  of  liberty  upon  a  general 
principle,  upon  a  conlHtutional  prin- 
ciple, it  is  a  ground  on  winch  I  (land 
£rm  ;  on  which  I  dare  meet  any  man. 
The  gentleman  tells  us  of  many  who 
are  taxed,  and  are  not  rcprefented. 
The  India  company,  mierchants, 
flock-holders,  manufaclurers.  Surely 
many  of  tliefe  are  reprcfented  in 
other  capacities,  as  owners  of  land, 
or  as  freemen  of  borouglis.  It  is  a 
misfortune  that  more  are  not  aftually 
icprefented.  But  they  are  all  inha- 
bitants, and,  as  fuch,  are  virtually 
reprefented.  Many  have  it  in  their 
option  to  be  adually  reprefented. 
They  have  connections  wit  .  thofe 
that  elect,  and  they  have  influence 
over  them.  The  gentleman  men- 
tioned the  flock-holders :  I  hope  he 
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does  not  reckon  the  debts  of  the  nar 
tion  as  a  part  of  the  national  eflate,* 
Since  the  acceflicn  of  King  William, 
many  minifters,  feme  of  great,  others 
of  more  moderate  abilities,  have  taken 
the  lead  of  government.' 

He  then  went  through  the  lift  of 
them,  bringing  it  down  till  he  came 
to  himfeli,  giving  a  fhort  fketch  of 
the  characters  cf  each  of  them. 
*  None  of  thefe,  he  faid,  thought, 
or  ever  dreamed,  of  robbing  the  co- 
lonies of  their  conilitutional  rights. 
That  was  referred  to  mark  the  ^sra 
of  the  late  adminillration  :  not  that 
there  were  wanting  feme,  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  ferve  his  Majefiy,  t& 
propofe  to  me  to  burn  my  £ngers 
with  an  American  llamp  aft.  With 
the  enemy  at  tl>eir  back,  with  our 
bayonets  at  their  breails,  in  the  day 
of  their  diilrefs,  perhaps  the  Ameri- 
cans would  ha-'e  uibmitted  to  the  im.- 
polition  ;  but  it  would  have  been 
taking  an  ungenerous,  and  unjufl  ad- 
vantage. The  gentleman  boafts  of 
his  bounties  to  America  !  Are  not 
thole  bounties  intended  finally  for  the 
benefit  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are 
not,  he  has  mifapplied  the  national 
fereafures.  I  am  no  courtier  cf  Ame- 
rica, I  Hand  up  for  this  kingdom. 
I  maintain,  that  the  parliament  has 
a  right  to  bind,  to  rcllrain  America. 
Our  legiflarive  power  over  the  colo- 
nies is  ibvereign  and  fupreme.  When, 
it  ceafes  to  be  fovereign  and  fuprem.e, 
I  would  advilc  every  gentleman  to 
fell  his  lands,  if  he  can,  and  embark 
for  that  country.  When  two  coun- 
tries are  connedled  together,  like 
England  and  her  colonies,  withouc 
being  incorporated,  the  one  muft  ne- 
ceharily  govern  ;  the  greater  muit 
rule  the  lefs ;  but  fb  rule  it,  as  not 
to  contradift  the  fundamental  prin-i 
ciples  that  are  common  to  both. 

*  1{  the  gentleman  does  not  under- 
ftand  the  difference  between  internal 
and  external  taxes,  1  cannot  help  it  ; 
but  there  is  a  plain  dillinftion  betweerr 
taxes  levied  for  the  purpofes  of  raifmg 

a  re- 
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a  revenue,  and  duties  impofed  for 
the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  fubjeft  ;  altho', 
in  the  confequences,  fome  revenue 
might  incidentally  arife  from  the  lat- 
ter. 

'  The  gentleman  afks,  when  were 
the  cclonie;  emancipated  ?  But  i  de- 
iire  to  know,  when  they  were  made 
flaves  ?  But  I  dwell  not  upon  words. 
When  1  had  the  honour  of  lerving  his 
iM?jefty,  I  availed  myfelf  of  the  means 
of  information,  which  I  derived  from 
my  oihce :  I  fpeak  therefore  from 
knowledge.  My  materials  were  good. 
I  was  at  pains  to  colledl,  to  digeil, 
to  confider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold 
to  affirm,  that  the  proiits  to  Great- 
Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its  branches,  is  two  mil- 
lions a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that 
carried  you  triumphantly  through  the 
laft  war.  The  eftates  that  were  rent- 
ed at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
threefcore  years  ago,  are  at  three 
thoufand  pounds  at  prefent.  Thofe 
ellates  fold  then  from  fifteen  to  eigh- 
teen years  purchafe ;  the  fame  may 
be  now  fold  for  thirty.  You  owe 
this  to  America.  This  is  the  price 
that  America  pays  you  for  her  protec- 
tion. And  flrall  a  miferable  financier 
come  with  a  boafl,  that  he  can  fetch 
a  pepper-corn  into  the  Exchequer,  to 
the  lols  of  millions  to  the  nation  ! 
I  dare  not  fay,  how  much  higher  thefe 
proiits  may  be  augmented.  Omit- 
ting the  immenfe  increafe  of  people, 
by  natural  population,  in  the  north- 
ern colonies,  and  the  migration  from 
every  part  of  Europe,  I  am  convin- 
ced the  whole  commercial  lyiiei-n  of 
America  may  be  altered  to  advan- 
tage. You  have  prohibited,  where 
you  ought  to  have  encouraged  •  and 
you  have  encouraged  where  you  ought 
to  have  prohibited.  Improper  le- 
ilraints  have  been  laid  on  the  conti 
nent,  in  favour  of  the  illands.  You 
have  but  two  nations  to  trade  with  in 
America.  Would  you  had  twenty  ! 
Let  a6ls  of  parliainentiaconfequence 
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of  treaties  remain,  but  let  not  an 
Engliili  miniller  become  a  cuftom- 
houle  ofhcer  for  Spain,  or  for  any  fo- 
reign power.  Much  is  wrong,  much 
may  be  amended  for  the  general 
good  of  the  whole. 

'  Does  the  gentleman  complain  he 
has  been  mifrepreiented  in  the  public 
prints  ?  It  is  a  common  misfortune. 
h\  the  Spaniih  affair  of  the  lafi  war, 
I  was  abuied  in  all  the  news-papers^ 
for  having  advifed  his  Majefty  to  vio- 
late the  law  of  nations  with  regard  to 
Spain.  The  abule  was  indullrioufly 
circulated  even  in  hand- bills.  If 
adminiftration  did  not  propagate  the 
abufe,  adminiftration  never  contra- 
dided  it.  I  vvill  not  fay  what  advice 
I  did  give  to  the  King.  My  advice 
is  in  writing,  figned  by  myfelf,  in 
the  pofTeflion  of  the  crown.  But  1 
will  fay,  what  advice  I  did  not  give 
to  the  King  :  I  did  not  advife  him 
to  violate  any  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

*  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentle- 
man's preventing  in  fome  way  the 
trade  for  bullion  with  the  Spaniards, 
it  was  fpoken  of  fo  confidently,  that 
I  own  1  am  one  of  thole  who  did  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true. 

*  The  gentleman  mull  not  wonder 
he  was  not  contradicted,  when,  as 
the  miniiler,  he  aflerted  the  right  of 
parliament  to  tax  America.  I  know 
not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modefty 
in  this  houfe  v/hich  does  not  chufe  to 
contradift  a  miniikr.  1  wifli  gentle- 
men would  get  the  better  of  this  mo- 
delly.  If  they  do  not,  perhaps,  the 
colledlive  body  may  begin  to  abate 
of  its  refpect  for  the  rcprefentative. 
Lord  Bacon  had  told  me,  that  a  great 
quelHon  would  not  fail  of  being  agi- 
tated at  one  time  or  another.  I  was 
willing  to  agitate  that  at  the  proper 
feaion,  the  German  war  :  my  Ger- 
man war,  they  called  it.  Every  {ef~ 
lions  I  called  out,  has  any  body  a;ny 
objeclions  to  the  German  war  ?  No 
body  would  object  to  it,  one  gentle- 
man only  excepted,  fmce  removed  to 
the  upper  houle,  by  fucceiuon  to  an 

ancient 
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ancient  barony/    (meaning  Lord  le 

Defpencer,  formerly  Sir  Francis Dafh- 
wOod  ;)  he  told  me,  *'  lie  did  not  like 
a  German  war."  I  honoured  the 
man  for  it,  and  was  forry  when  he 
was  turned  out  of  his  poll. 

*  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without 
doors,  of  the  power,  of  the  llrength 
of  America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought 
to  be  cautioufly  meddled  with.  In 
a  good  caule,  on  a  found  bottom,  the 
force  of  this  country  can  crulh  America 
\to  atoms.  I  know  the  valour  of  your 
troops.  I  know  the  fkill  of  your  of- 
ficers. There  is  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  ferved  in  America,  out 
of  which  you  may  not  pick  a  man  of 
fufficient  knowledge  and  experience, 
to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony  there. 
Euton  this  ground,  on  the  ilaaip-act, 
when  fo  many  here  will  think  it  a 
crying  injutlice,  I  am  one  who  will 
lilt  up  my  hands  againft  it. 

*  In  fuch  a  caufe,  your  fucce Ts  would 
be  hazardous. — America,  if  fne  fell, 
would  fell  like  the  ftrong  man.     She 
would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  flate, 
and  pull  down  the  conftitution  along 
with  iier.    Is  this  your  boafted  peace  t 
Not  to  Iheath  the  fword  in  its  fcab- 
bard,  but  to  iheath  it  in  the  bowels 
of  your  countrymen  ?  V\'ill  you  quar- 
rel with  yourielves,    now   the  whole 
houfe  of  Eourbon   is  united  againil 
you  ?    While    France   diilurbs    your 
fiiheries    in   Newfoundland,    embar- 
railes  your  fiave  trade  to  Africa,  and 
witholds  from  your  fubjefls  in  Canada, 
their  property  itipulated    by  treaty  ; 
while  the  ran'fom  for  Manillas  is  de- 
nied by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  con- 
queror baiely  traduced  into  a  mean 
plunderer,    a    gentleman,     (Sir   W. 
Draper)    wliofe    noble  and  generous 
fpirit  would  do  honour  to  the  proudeil 
grandee  of  the  country.     I'he  Ame- 
ricans  have   not  adea  in  all   things 
with   prudence   and  temper.      They 
have  been  wronged.    They  have  been 
driven  to  madnefs  by  injulUce.     Will 
you  pumlii  them  for  the  madnefs  you 
have  occafioned  ?  Rather  let  prudence 
and  temper  come  firft  from  this  Ude. 
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I  uill  undertake  for  America,  that  fhc 
will  follow  the  example.  There  are 
two  lines  in  a  ballad  of  Prior's,  of  a 
man's  behaviour  to  his  wife,  fo  ap- 
plicable to  you  and  your  colonies/ 
that  I  cannot  help  repeating  them  : 
*  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind  : 
'  Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind. 
'  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  tell  the  houfe  what  is  really  my 
opinion.  It  is,  that  the  ftamp-att 
be  repealed  abfolutely,  totally,  and 
immediately.  That  the  reafon  for 
the  repeal  be  affigned,  becauie  it  was 
founded  on  an  erroneous  principle. 
At  the  fame  time,  let  the  fovereign 
authority  of  this  country  over  the  co- 
lonies, be  afferted  in  as  ftrong  terms 
as  can  be  devifed,  and  be  made  ta 
extend  to  every  point  of  legiflation 
whatfoever.  That  we  may  bind  their 
trade,  confine  their  manufactures,  and 
exercife  every  power  vvhatfoever,  ex- 
cept that  of  taking  their  money 
out  of  their  pockets  without  their 
confent  I' — 

This  debate  determined  the  repeal 
of  the  ilamp-aft.  At  the  fame  time 
a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  paffed, 
for  fccuring  the  dependence  of  Ame- 
rica on  Great  Britain,  in  which  it 
was  aiTcrted,  "  That  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  bind 
the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  wnatfoever." 


When  the  bill  to  repeal  the  llamp- 
a6l,  was  before  the  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin  was  examined  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  on  the  affairs  of  America^ 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  £xa- 
mination. 

Q^  What  is  your  name,  and  place 
of  abode  ? 

A.  Franklin,  of  Philadelphia. 

Q^  Do  the  Americans  pay  any  con-^ 
fiderable  taxjs  among  theailcives-? 

A.  Certainly  many,  and  very  heavy 
taxes. 

Q^  What  are  the  prcfent  taxes  in  ; 
Pennfylvania,  laid  b\  the  laws  of  the  v 
colon/ r  '  A,  Ther«  ' 
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A.  There  are  taxes  on  all  eftates 
real  and  perfonal,  a  poll-tax,  a  tax 
on  all  offices,  profeffions,  trades  and 
bufinefles,  according  to  their  profits ; 
an  excife  on  all  wine,  rum,  and  other 
fpirits  ;  and  a  duty  of  ten  pounds  per 
head  on  all  Negroes  imported,  with 
fome  other  duties. 

Q^  For  what  purpofes  are  thofe 
taxes  laid  ? 

A.  For  the  fupport  of  the  civil  and 
military  eftablifhments  of  the  country, 
and  to  ^iifcharge  the  heavy  debt  con- 
tracted in  the  laft  war. 

Q^  How  long  are  thofe  taxes  to 
continue  ? 

A.  Thofe  for  difcharging  the  debt 
are  to  continue  till  1772,  and  longer, 
if  the  debt  ihould  not  be  then  all  dif- 
charged.  The  others  mull  always 
continue, 

Q^  Was  it  not  expelled  that  the 
debt  would  have  been  fooner  dif- 
charged  ? 

A.  It  was,  when  the  peace  was 
made  with  France  and  Spain — But  a 
freih  war  breaking  out  with  the  In- 
dians, a  frefh  load  of  debt  was  in- 
curred, and  the  taxes,  of  courfe,  con- 
tinued longer  by  a  new  law. 

Q^  Are  not  all  the  people  very 
able  to  pay  thofe  taxes  ? 

A.  No.  The  frontier  counties,  all 
along  the  continent,  have  been  fre- 
quently ravaged  by  the  enemy,  and 
greatly  impoverilhed,  are  able  to  pay 
very  little  tax.  And  therefore,  in 
confideration  of  their  diitrefTes,  our 
late  tax  laws  do  exprefsly  favour  thofe 
counties,  excufmg  the  fufFerers ;  and 
I  fuppofe  the  fame  is  done  in  other 
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Q^  Are  not  you  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  poft-office  in  Ame- 
rica ? 

A.  Yes.  I  am  deputy  port-mailer 
general  of  North-America. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  the  diHribution 
of  uamps,  by  port,  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants, very  pradicable,  if  there 
was  no  oppofition  ? 

A.    Tho  polls  only  go  along  the 
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fea-coafls  ;  they  do  not,  except  in  a 
few  inilances,  go  back  into  the 
country;  and  if  they  did,  fending 
for  Hamps  by  poll  would  occafion  an 
expence  of  poilage,  amounting,  in 
many  cafes,  to  much  more  than  that 
of  the  llamps  themfelves. 

Q^  Are  you  acquainted  with  New- 
foundland ? 

A.  I  never  was  there. 
Q^  Do  you  know  whether  there  arc 
any  poll-roads  on  that  illand  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  that  there  are  no 
roads  at  all ;  but  that  the  commu- 
nication between  one  fettlement  and 
another  is  by  fea  only. 

Q^  Can  you  difperfe  the  llamps  by 
poll  in  Canada  ? 

A.  There  is  only  a  poll  between 
Montreal  and  Quebec.  The  inha- 
bitants live  fo  fcattered  and  remote 
from  each  other,  in  that  vafl  country, 
that  polls  cannot  be  fupported  among 
them,  and  therefore  they  cannot  get 
llamps  per  poll.  The  Engliih  co- 
lonies too,  along  the  frontiers,  ai'e 
very  thinly  fettled. 

Q^  From  the  thinnefs  of  the  back 
fettlements,  would  not  the  llamp-aft 
be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  in- 
habitants, if  executed  ? 

A.  To  be  fure  it  would  ;  as  many 
of  the  inhabitants  could  not  get  llamps 
when  they  had  occafion  for  them, 
without  taking  long  journeys,  and 
fpending  perhaps  three  or  four  pounds, 
that  the  crown  might  get  fix-pence. 

Q^  Are  not  the  colonies,  from 
tlieir  circumllances,  v&ry  able  to  pay 
the  ilainp  duty. 

A.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  not 
gold  and  filver  enough  in  the  colonies 
to  pay  the  flamp  duty  for  one  year. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  that  the  money 
ariling  from  the  llamps  was  all  to  be 
laid  out  in  America  ? 

A.  I  know  it  is  appropriated  by  the 
a6l  to  the  American  fervice ;  but  it 
will  be  fpent  in  the  conquered  colo- 
nies, where  the  foldiers  are,  not  in 
the  colonies  that  pay  it. 

Q^  Is  there  not  a  balance  of  trade 
K  due 
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due  from  the  colonies  where  the  troops 
are  polled,  that  will  bring  back  the 
money  to  the  old  colonies  ? 

A.  I  think  not.  I  believe  very 
little  would  come  back.  I  know  of 
no  trade  likely  to  bring  it  back.  I 
think  it  would  come  from  the  colonies 
where  it  was  fpent  direftly  to  Eng- 
land ;  for  I  have  always  oblerved, 
that  in  every  coiony  the  more  plenty 
the  means  of  remittance  to  England, 
the  more  goods  are  fent  for,  and  the 
more  trade  vvich  England  carried 
on. 

Q^  What  number  of  white  inha- 
bitants do  you  think  there  are  in 
Pennfylvania  ? 

A.  I  fnppofe  there  may  be  about 
1 60,000. 

Q^  What  number  of  them  are 
Quakers  ? 

A.  Perhaps  a  third. 
Q^  What  number  of  Germans  ? 
A.   Perhaps   another  third  ;    but  I 
cannot  fpeak  with  certainty. 

Q^  Plave  any  number  of  the  Ger- 
mans fecn  fervice,  as  foldiers,  in 
Europe  ? 

A.  Yes, — many  of  them,  both  in 
Europe  and  America. 

Q^  Are  they  as  much  diffatisfied 
with  the  ftamp-duty  as  the  Englifii  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  more  ;  and  with 
reafon,  as  their  llamps  are,  in  many 
cafes,  to  be  double. 

Q^  How  many  white  men  do  you 
fuppofe  there  are  in  North-America  ? 
A.  About  300,000,    from  fixteen 
to  fixty  years  of  age. 

Q.  What  may  be  the  amount  of 
one  year's  imports  into  Pennfylvania 
from  Britain  ? 

A.  I  lir.ve  been  informed  that  our 
merchants  compute  the  imports  from 
Britain  to  be  above  500,000  pounds. 
Q^  What  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
produce  of  your  province  exported  to 
Britain  .? 

A.  It  muft  be  fmall,  as  we  produce 
little  that  is  wanted  in  Britain.  I 
fuppofe  it  cannot  exceed  40,000 
pounds. 
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Q^  How   then    do   you   pay   the 
balance  ? 

A.  The  balance  is  paid  by  our  pro- 
duce carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and 
fold  in  our  own  iflands,  or  to  the 
French,  Spaniards,  Danes  and  Dutch; 
by  the  fame  carried  to  other  colonies 
in  North- America,  as  to  New-Eng- 
land, Nova-Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Carolina  arid  Georgia ;  by  the  fame 
carried  to  different  parts  of  Europe,  as 
Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy.  In  all 
which  places  we  receive  either  money, 
bills  of  exchange,  or  commodities  that 
fuit  for  remittance  to  Britain  ;  which, 
together  with  all  the  profits  on  the 
induftry  of  our  merchants  and  ma- 
riners, arifmg  in  thofe  circuitous  voy- 
ages, and  the  freights  made  by  their 
fhips,  center  finally  in  Britain  to  dif- 
eharge  the  balance,  and  pay  for  Britifh 
manufadures  continually  ufed  in  the 
province,  or  fold  to  foreigners  by  our 
traders. 

Q^  Have  you  heard  of  any  diffi- 
culties lately  laid  on  the  Spanifh 
trade  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  that  it  has 
been  greatly  obftrudled  by  fome  new 
regulations,  and  by  the  Englilh  men 
of  war  and  cutters  ftationed  all  along 
the  coaft  in  America. 

Q^  Do  you  think  it  right  that 
America  fhould  be  protefled  by  this 
country,  and  pay  no  part  of  the 
expence  ? 

A.  That  is  not  the  cafe.  The  co- 
lonies railed,  cloathed  and  payed, 
during  the  laft  war,  near  25000  men, 
and  fpent  many  millions. 

Q^  Were  not  you  reimburfed  by 
parliament  ? 

A.  We  were  only  reimburfed  what, 
in  your  opinion,  we  had  advanced 
beyond  our  proportion,  or  beyond 
what  might  reafonably  be  expected 
from  us ;  and  it  was  a  very  fmall  part 
of  what  we  fpent.  Pennfylvania,  in 
particular,  dilburfed  about  500,000 
pounds,  and  the  reimburfements  in 
the  whole;  did  not  exceed  60,000 
pounds. 

Q^  You 
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Q^  You  have  faid  that  you  pay 
heavy  taxes  in  Pennfylvania ;  what  do 
they  amouiit  to  in  the  pound  ? 

A.  The  tax  on  all  eltates,  real  and 
perfonal,  is  eighteen -pence  in  the 
pound,  fully  rated  ;  and  the  tax  on 
the  profits  of  trades  and  profefiions, 
with  other  taxes,  do,  I  fuppofe,  make 
full  half  a  crown  in  the  pound. 

Q^  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the 
rate  of  exchange  in  Pennfylvania,  and 
whether  it  has  fallen  lately  ? 

A.  It  is  commonly  from  170  to  175. 
I  have  heard  that  it  has  fallen  lately 
from  175  to  162  and  a  half,  owing, 
I  fuppofe,  to  their  leiTening  their 
orders  for  goods ;  and  when  their 
debts  to  this  country  are  paid,  I  think 
the  exchange  will  probably  be  at  par. 
Q^  Do  not  you  think  the  people  of 
America  would  fubmit  to  pay  the 
ftamp-duty,  if  it  was  moderated  ? 

A.  No,  never,  unlefs  compelled  by 
force  of  arms. 

Q^  Are  not  the  taxes  in  Pennfyl- 
vania laid  on  unequally,  in  order  to 
burthen  the  Englilh  trade,  particu- 
larly the  tax  on  profeiTions  and  bu- 
finefs  ? 

A.  It  is  not  more  burthenfome  in 
proportion  than  the  tax  on  lands.  It 
is  intended,  and  fuppofed  to  take  an 
equal  proportion  of  profits. 

Q^  How  is  the  alTembly  cornpofcd  ? 
Of  what  kind  of  people  are  the  mem- 
bers, landholders  or  traders  ? 

A.  It  is  compofed  of  landholders, 
merchants  and  artificers. 

Q^  Are  not  the  majority  land- 
holders ? 

A.  I  believe  they  are. 
Q^  Do  not  they,    as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  fhift  the  tax  off  from  the  land, 
to    eafe  that,     and    lay  the  burthen 
heavier  on  trade  ? 

A.  I  have  never  underflood  it  fo. 
I  never  heard  fuch  a  thing  fuggefled. 
And  indeed  an  attempt  of  that  kind 
could  anfvver  no  purpofe.  The  mer- 
chant or  trader  is  always  ikilled  in 
figures,  and  ready  with  his  pen  and 
jpk.     If  unequal  burthens  are  laid  on 
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his  trade,  he  puts  an  additional  price 
on  his  goods ;  and  the  confjmers, 
who  are  chiefly  landholders,  finally 
pay  the  greateft  part,  if  not  the 
whole. 

Q^  What  was  the  temper  of  Ame- 
rica towards  Great  Britain  before  the 
year  1763  ? 

A.  The  beft  in  the  world.  They 
fubmitted  v/illingly  to  the  government 
of  the  crown,  and  paid,  in  all  their 
courts,  obedience  to  afts  of  parHa-r 
ment.  Numerous  as  the  people  are 
in  the  feveral  old  provinces,  they  coll 
you  nothing  in  forts,  citadels,  gar- 
rifons  or  armies,  to  keep  them  in  fub- 
jeftion.  They  were  governed  by  this 
country  at  the  expence  only  of  a  little 
pen,  ink  and  paper.  They  were  led 
by  a  thread.  They  had  not  only  a 
refpeft,  but  an  affeftion  for  Great- 
Britain,  for  its  laws,  its  culloms  and 
manners,  and  even  a  fondnefs  for  its 
fafhions,  that  greatly  increafed  the 
commerce.  Natives  of  Britain  were 
always  treated  with  particular  regard  % 
to  be  an  Old  England-man  was,  of 
itfelf,  a  charader  of  fome  refped,  and 
gave  a  kind  of  rank  among  us. 

Q^  And  what  is  their  temper  now. 
A.  O,  very  much  altered. 
Q^  Did  you  ever  hear  the  authority 
of  parliament  to  jpake  laws  for  Ame- 
rica q-ieftioned  till  la,tely  ? 

A.  The  authority  of  parliament 
was  allowed  to  be  valid  in  all  laws, 
except  fuch  as  fliould  lay  internal 
taxes.  It  was  never  difputed  in  laying 
duties  to  regulate  commerce. 

Q^  In  what  proportion  hath  popu- 
lation increafed  in  America? 

A.  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  provinces  together,  taken  at  a  me- 
dium, double  in  about  twenty-five 
years.  But  their  demand  for  Britifl^ 
manufadures  increafes  much  fafter,  as 
the  confumption  is  not  merely  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  but  grows 
with  the  growing  abilities  of  the  fame 
numbers  to  pay  for  them.  In  1723, 
the  whole  importation  from  Britain  to, 
Pennfylvania,  was  but  about  I5,ooq 
§.  2  pound 
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pounds  fterling  ;  it  is  now  near  half 
a  million. 

Qj^  In  what  light  did  the  people  of 
America  ufe  to  confider  the  parliament 
of  Great-Britain  ? 

A.  They  confidered  the  parliament 
as  tjie  great  bulwark  and  fecurity  of 
their  liberties  and  privileges,  and  al- 
ways fpoke  of  it  with  the  utmoft  re- 
fped  and  veneration.  Arbitrary  mi- 
nifters,  they  thought,  might  poffibly, 
at  times,  attempt  to  opprefs  them ; 
but  they  relied  on  it,  that  the  parlia- 
ment, on  application,  would  always 
give  redrefs.  They  remembered,  with 
gratitude,  a  ftrong  inftance  of  this, 
when  a  bill  was  brought  into  parlia- 
ment, with  a  claufe,  to  make  royal 
inllru6lions  laws  in  the  colonies,  which 
the  houfe  of  commons  would  not  pafs, 
and  it  was  thrown  out. 

Q^  And  have  they  not  flill  the  fame 
refpeft  for  parliament  ? 

A.  No  ;  it  is  greatly  leflened. 
Q^  To  what  caufes  is  that  owing  ? 
A.  To  a  concurrence  of  caufes  ; 
thereftraints  lately  laid  on  their  trade  ; 
by  which  the  bringing  of  foreign  gold 
and  filver  into  the  colonies  was  pre- 
vented ;  the  prohibition  of  making 
paper  money  among  themfelves  ;  and 
then  demanding  a  new  and  heavy  tax 
by  ftamps  ;  taking  away,  at  the  fame 
time,  trials  by  juries,  and  refufing  to 
receive  and  hear  their  humbl^  pe- 
titions. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  they  would 
fubmit  to  the  llamp-adl,  if  it  was 
modified,  the  obnoxious  parts  taken 
out,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  fome 
pariiculdrs,  of  fmall  moment  ? 

A.  No  ;  they  will  never  fubmit 
to  it. 

Q^  What  do  you  think  is  the  rea- 
fon  that  the  people  of  America  in- 
creafe  fafter  than  in  England  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  marry  younger, 
and  more  generally. 
Q^  Why  fo  ? 

A.  Becaufe  any  young  couple  that 
are  indultrious,  may  eafily  obtain  land 
(>f  their  own,  on  which  they  can  raife 
a  family. 
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Q^  Are  not  the  lower  rank  of  peo- 
ple more  at  their  eafe  in  America  than 
in  England  ? 

A.  They  may  be  fo,    if  they  are 
fober  and  diligent,  as  they  are  better     .1 
paid  for  their  labour.  1 

Q^  What    is    your  opinion  of  a      I 
future  tax,  impofed  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple with  that  of  the  Itamp-adt ;  how 
would  the  Americans  receive  it  ?  ^ 

A.    Juft   as  they   do  this.     They     '| 
would  not  pay  it. 

Q^  Have  not  you  heard  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  this  houfe,  and  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  afierting  the  right  of 
parliament  relating  to  America,  in- 
cluding a  power  to  tax  the  people 
there  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  of  fuch  re- 
folutions. 

Q^  What  will  be  the  opinion  of 
the  Americans  on  thofe  refolutions? 

A.  They  will  think  them  uncon- 
flitutional  and  unjult. 

Q^  Was  it  an  opinion  in  America 
before  1763,  that  the  parliament  had 
no  right  to  lay  taxes  and  duties 
there  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  objeclion  tQ 
the  right  of  laying  duties  to  regulate 
commerce  ;  but  a  right  to  lay  internal 
taxes  was  never  fuppofed  to  be  in  par- 
liament, as  we  are  not  reprcfented 
there. 

Q^  On  what  do  you  found  your 
opinion,  that  the  people  in  America 
made  any  fuch  dilUnftion  ? 

A.  I  know  that  whene\  er  the  fubjed 
has  occurred  in  convcrfat'on  where  I 
have  been  prefent,  it  has  appeared  to 
be  the  opinion  of  every  one,  that  we 
could  not  be  taxed  in  a  parliament 
where  we  were  not  reprcfented.  But 
the  payment  of  duties  laid  by  aft  of 
parliament,  as  regulations  of  com- 
merce was  never  dilputcd. 

Q^  But  can  you  name  any  ad  of 
affembly,  or  public  ad  of  any  of  your 
governments,  that  made  fuch  dif- 
tindion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was 
any  ;  I  think  there  was  never  an  oc- 

cafion 
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caJGon  to  make  any  fuch  aft,  till  now 
that  you  have  attempted  to  tax  us ;  that 
has  occafioned  refolutions  of  aiTembly, 
declaring  the  diltindion,  in  which  I 
think  every  afTembly  on  the  continent, 
and  every  member  in  every  ali'embly, 
have  been  unanimous. 

Q^  What  then  could  occafion  con- 
verfaiions  on  that  fubjed  before  that 
time. 

A.  There  was  in  1754  apropofition 
made  (I  think  it  came  from  hence) 
that  in  cafe  of  a  war,  which  was  then 
apprehended,  the  governors  of  the 
colonics  Ihould  meet,  and  order  the 
levying  of  troops,  building  of  forts, 
and  taking  every  other  neceffary  mea- 
fure  for  the  general  defence ;  and. 
fhould  draw  on  the  trealury  here  for 
the  fums  expended,  v/hich  were  after- 
wards to  be  raifed  in  the  colonies  by  a 
general  tax,  to  be  laid  on  them  by  ad 
of  parliament.  This  occafioned  a 
good  deal  of  converfation  on  the  fub- 
jed,  and  the  general  opinion  was, 
that  the  parliament  neither  would  nor 
could  lay  any  tax  on  us,  till  we  were 
duly  reprefented  in  parliament,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  juft,  nor  agreeable  to 
the  nature  of  an  Englifli  conftitution. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  there  was  a 
time  in  New- York,  when  it  was 
under  confideration  to  make  an  ap- 
plication to  parliament  to  lay  taxes  on 
that  colony,  upon  a  deficiency  ari/ing 
from  the  affembly's  refufing  or  ne- 
gleding  to  raife  the  neceffary  fupplies 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q^  There  was  fuch  an  application 
under  confideration  in  New- York  j 
and  do  you  apprehend  they  could  lup- 
pofe  the  right  of  parliament  to  lay  a 
tax  in  America  was  only  local,  and 
confined  to  the  cafe  of  a  deficiency  in 
a  particular  colony,  by  a  refufal  of  its 
affembly  to  raife  the  necelTary  fup- 
plies ? 

A.  They  could  not  fuppofe  fuch  a 
cafe,  as  that  the  affembly  would  not 
raife  the  neceffar)^-  fupplies  to  fupport 
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its  own  government.  An  affembly 
that  would  refufe  it  mull  want  com- 
mon f^nfe,  which  cannot  be  fuppofed. 
I  think  there  never  was  any  fuch  cafe  at 
New-York,  and  that  it  muft  be  a 
mifreprefentation,  or  the  fad  mull  be 
mifunderilood. '  I  know  there  have 
been  fome  attempts,  by  minillerial 
inftrudions  from  hence,  to  obhge  the 
affemblies  to  fettle  permanent  falaries 
on  governors,  which  they  wifely  re- 
fufed  to  do  ;  but  I  believe  no  af- 
fembly of  New- York,  or  any  other 
colony,  ever  refufed  duly  to  fupport 
government  by  proper  allowances, 
from  time  to  time,  to  public  officers. 

Q^  But  in  cafe  a  governor,  ading 
by  inilrudion,  fhould  call  on  an  af- 
fembly to  raife  the  neceffary  fupplies, 
and  the  affembly  fnould  refufe  to  do 
it,  do  you  not  think  it  would  then  be 
for  the  good  of  the  people  of  the 
colony,  as  well  as  neceflary  to  govern- 
ment, that  the  parliament  fhould  tax 
them  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  ne- 
ceffary. If  an  affembly  could  poffibly 
be  fo_  abfurd  as  to  refufe  raifmg  the 
fupplies  requifite  for  the  maintenance 
of  government  among  them,  they 
could  not  long  remain  in  fuch  a 
fituation  ;  the  diforders  and  confufion 
occafioned  by  it  mull  foon  bring  them 
to  reafon. 

Q^  If  it  fliould  not,  ought  not  tlie 
jight  to  be  in  Great-Britain  of  apply- 
ing a  remedy? 

A.  A  right  only  to  be  ufed  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  I  Ihould  have  no  objedion  to, 
fuppofing  it  to  be  ufed  merely  for  the 
good  of  the  people  of  the  colony. 

Q^  But  who  is  to  judge  of  that, 
Britain  or  the  colony  ? 

A.  Thofe  that  feel  can  bell  judge. 

Q^  You  fay  the  colonies  have  al- 
ways fubmitted  to  external  taxes,  and 
objed  to  the  right  of  parliament  only 
in  laying  internal  taxes  ;  now  can  you 
fhew  that  there  is  any  kind  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  taxes  to  the 
colony  on  which  they  may  be  laid  ? 

A.  I 
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A.  I  think  the  diiFerence  is  very 
^eat.  An  external  tax  is  a  duty  laid 
on  commodities  imported  ;  that  duty 
is  added  to  the  firft  coft,  and  other 
c;harges  on  the  commodity,  and  when 
it  is  offered  to  fale,  makes  a  part  of 
the  price.  If  the  people  do  not  like 
it  at  that  price,  they  refufe  it ;  they 
are  not  obliged  to  pay  it.  But  an 
internal  tax  is  forced  from  the  people 
without  their  confent,  if  not  laid  by 
their  own  reprefentatives.  Theftamp 
ad  fays,  we  ihall  have  no  commerce, 
jnake  no  exchange  of  property  with 
each  other,  neither  purchafe  nor 
grant,  nor  recover  debts  j  we  fhall 
neither  marry  noF  make  our  wills, 
onlefs  we  pay  fuch  and  fuch  funis, 
and  thus  it  is  intended  to  extort  our 
money  from  us,  or  ruin  us  by  the 
confequences  of  refufing  to  pay  it. 

Q^  But  fuppofing  the  internal  tax 
©r  duty'  to  be  laid  on  the  neceffaries  of 
life  imported, into  your  colony,  will 
not  that  be  the  fame  thing  in  its 
cifeiSls  as  an  internal  tax  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  a  fingle  article 
imported  into  the  northern  colonies, 
but  what  they  can  either  do  without, 
or  make  themfelves. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  cloth  from 
England  abfolutely  necelfary  to  them  ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means  abfolutely 
neceiTary ;  v.ith  induftry  and  good 
management  they  may  very  well 
fapply  themfelves  with  all  they  want. 

Q^  Will  it  not  take  a  long  time 
to  eilablifn  that  manufafture  among 
them  ;  and  muft  they  not  in  the 
mean  while  fuffer  greatly  ? 

A.  I  think  not.  They  have  made 
a  furpriiing  progrefs  already.  And  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  before  their  old 
clothes  are  worn  out,  they  v/ill  have 
new  ones  of  their  own  making. 

Q^  Can  they  poflibly  find  wool 
enough  in  North- America? 

A.  They  have  taken  fteps  to  in- 
creafe  the  wool.  They  entered  into 
general  combinations  to  eat  no  more 
lamb,  and  very  few  lambs  were  killed 
lait  year.      This  courfe  periiiled  in. 
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will  foon  make  a  prodigious  diiFerence 
in  the  quantity  of  wool.  And  the 
eftablifhing  of  great  manufadlories, 
like  thofe  m  the  clothing  towns  here, 
is  not  neceffary,  as  it  is  where  the 
bufmefs  is  to  be  carried  on  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  trade.  The  people  will  all 
fpm,  and  work  for  themfelves,  in  their 
own  houfes. 

Q^  Can  there  be  vvool  and  manu- 
fafture  enough  in  one  or  two  years  ? 

A.  In  th^-ee  years,  I  think,  there 
may. 

Q^  Does  not  the  fe verity  of  the 
winter,  in  the  northern  colonies,  oc- 
cafion  the  wool  to  be  of  bad  quality  ? 

A.  No  ;  the  wool  is  very  fine  and 
good. 

Q^  In  the  more  fouthem  colonies, 
as  in  Virginia,  don't  you  know  that 
the  wool  is  coarfe,  and  only  a  kind  of 
hair  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  it.  I  never  heard 
it.  Yet  I  have  been  fometimes  in 
Virginia,  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  took 
particular  notice  of  the  wool  there, 
but  I  believe  it  is  good,  though  I 
cannot  fpeak  pofitiveiy  of  it  ;  but 
Virginia,  and  tiie  colonies  fouth  of  it, 
have  lefs  occafion  for  wool ;  their 
winters  are  fhort,  and  not  very  fevere, 
and  they  can  very  well  clothe  them- 
felves with  linen  and  cotton  of  their 
own  raifing  for  the  reil:  of  the  year. 

Q^  Are  not  the  people  in  the  more 
northern  colonics  obliged  to  fodder 
their  fheep  all  the  winter? 

A.  In  fome  of  the  moll  northern 
colonies  they  may  be  obliged  to  do  it 
fome  part  of  the  w'nter. 

Q^  Confidering  the  rcfblutions  of 
parliament,  as  to  the  right,  do  you 
think,  if  the  llamp-aft  is  repealed, 
that  the  North-Americans  will  hz  fa- 
tisfied  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  will  ? 

Q^  W!iy  do  you  think  fo  ? 

A.  1  think  the  refolutions  of  right 
will  give  them  very  little  concern,  if 
they  are  never  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  pra(5lice.  The  colonies  will  pro- 
bably confidcr  theniiehc:)  in  the  fame 
fituation, 
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fituatlon,  in  that  refpeft,  with  Ire- 
land ;  they  know  you  claim  the  fame 
right  with  regard  to  Ireland,  but  you 
never  exercile  it.  And  they  may 
believe  you  never  will  exercife  it  in 
the  colonies,  any  more  than  in  Ire- 
land, unleis  on  feme  very  extraordi- 
nary occafion. 

Q^  But  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of 
that  extraordinary  occafion  ?  Is  not 
the  parliament  ? 

A.  Though  the  parliament  may 
judge  of  the  occafion,  the  people  will 
think  it  can  never  exercife  fuch  right, 
till  reprefentatives  from  the  colonies 
are  admitted  into  parliament,  and 
that  whenever  the  occafion  arifes,  re- 
prefentatives will  be  ordered. 

Q^  Did  you  never  hear  that  Mary- 
land, during  the  lail  war,  had  refufed 
to  furnifh  a  quota  tov/ards  the  com- 
mon defence  r 

A.  Maryland  has  been  much  mif- 
reprefented  in  that  matter.  Mary- 
land, to  my  knowledge,  never  re- 
fufed to  contribute,  or  grant  aids  to 
the  crown.  The  affemblies  every 
year,  during  the  war,  voted  confider- 
able  fums,  and  formed  bills  to  raife 
them.  The  bills  were,  according  to 
the  conflitution  of  that  province,  fent 
up  to  the  council,  or  upper  houfe,  for 
concurrence,  that  they  might  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  governor,  in  order  to  be 
enafted  into  laws.  Unhappy  dif- 
putes  between  the  two  hou fes  arifing, 
from  the  defects,  of  that  conlUtution 
principally,  rendered  all  the  bills  but 
one  or  two  abortive.  The  proprie- 
tary's council  reje6ted  them.  It  is 
true,  Maryland  did  not  contribute 
its  proportion,  but  it  was,  in  my 
opinion,  the  fault  of  the  government, 
not  of  the  people. 

Q^  Was  h  not  talked  of  in  the 
other  provinces  as  a  proper  meafure 
to  apply  to  parliament  to  compel 
them  i 

A.  I  have  heard  fuch  difcourfe; 
but  as  it  was  well  known,  that  the 
people  were  not  to  blame,  no  fuch 


application  was  ever  made,  nor  any 
ftep  taken  towards  it. 

Q^  Was  it  not  propofed  at  a  pub* 
lie  meeting  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q^  Do  you  remember  the  abolifh- 
ing  of  the  paper  currency  in  New- 
England,  by  ad  of  affembly  ? 

A.  I  do  remember  its  being  abo- 
lilhed,  in  the  Malfachufett's-bay. 

Q^  Was  not  lieutenant-governor 
Hutchinfon  principally  concerned  in 
that  tranfadion  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  fo* 

Q^  Was  it  not  at  that  time  a  very 
unpopular  law  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  might,  though  I 
can  fay  little  about  it,  as  I  lived  at  a 
diftance  from  that  province. 

Q^  Was  not  the  fcarcity  of  gold 
and  filver  an  argument  ufed  againll 
abolifhing  the  paper  ? 

A.  I  luppofe  it  was. 

Q^  What  is  the  prefent  opinion 
there  of  that  law  ?  Is  it  as  unpopular 
as  it  was  at  firfl  ? 

A.  I  think  it  is  not. 

Q^  Have  not  inflruflions  from 
hence  been  fometimes  fent  over  to 
governors,  highly  oppreffive  and  un- 
political ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  Have  not  fome  governors  dif- 
penfed  with  them  for  that  reafon  ? 

A.  Yes ;  I  have  heard  fo. 

Q^  Did  the  Americans  ever  dif- 
pute  the  controuling  power  of  par- 
liament to  regulate  the  commerce  ? 

A.  No. 

Q^  Can  any  thing  lefs  than  a  mi- 
litary force  carry  the  flamp  ad  into 
execution  ? 

A.  I  do  not  fee  how  a  military 
force  can  be  applied  to  that  purpofe. 

Q.  Why  may  it  not  ? 

A.  Suppofe  a  military  force  fent 
into  America,  they  v.'ill  find  nobody 
in  arms  ;  what  are  they  then  to  do  ? 
They  cannot  force  a  man  to  take 
{lamps  who  chufes  to  do  without  them. 
They  will  not  find  a  rebellion  ;  they 
may  indeed  make  one,  Q^ 
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Q^  If  the  adl  is  not  repealed,  what 
do  you  think  will  be  the  confequences  ? 

A.  A  total  lofs  of  the  refped  and 
aiFeftion  the  people  of  America  bear 
to  this  country,  and  of  all  the  com- 
merce that  depends  on  that  refpect 
and  affeftion. 

Q^  How  can  the  commerce  be 
aiFefted  ? 

A.  You  will  find,  that  if  the  ad 
is  not  repealed,  they  will  take  very 
little  of  your  manufactures  in  a  fhort 
time. 

Q^  Is  it  in  their  power  to  do  with- 
out them  ? 

A.  I  think  they  may  very  well  do 
without  them. 

Q^  Is  it  their  interefl  not  to  take 
them  ? 

A.  The  goods  they  take  from  Bri- 
tain are  either  neceifaries,  mere  con- 
veniences, or  fuperfluities.  The 
firft,  as  cloth,  Sec.  with  a  little  in- 
duftry  they  can  make  at  home  ;  the 
fecond  they  can  do  without,  till  they 
are  able  to  provide  them  among 
themfelves ;  and  the  laft,  which  are 
much  the  greateft  part,  they  will 
llrike  off  immediately.  They  are 
mere  articles  of  fafhion,  purchafed 
and  confumed,  becaufe  the  fafhion  in 
a  refpeded  country  ;  but  will  now  be 
detelled  and  rejefted.  The  people 
have  already  ftruck  off,  by  general 
agreement,  the  ufe  of  all  goods  fafh- 
ionable  in  mournings,  and  many 
thoufand  pounds  worth  are  fent  back 
as  unfaleable. 

Q^  Is  it  their  interefl  to  make  cloth 
at  home  ? 

A.  I  think  they  may  at  prefent  get 
it  cheaper  from  Britain,  1  mean  of 
the  fame  finenefs  and  ncatnefs  of 
workman fhip  ;  but  when  one  confi- 
ders  other  circumllances,  thereilraints 
on  their  trade,  and  the  dithculty  of 
making  remittances,  it  is  their  intc- 
reil  to  make  every  thing. 

Q^  Suppofe  an  ad  of  internal  re- 
gulations connected  with  a  tax,  how 
would  they  receive  it  ? 

A.  1  think  it  v/ould  be  objedcd  to. 
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(^  Then  no  regulation  with  a  tax 
would  be  fubmitted  to  ? 

A.  Their  opinion  is,  that  when 
aids  to  the  crown  are  wanted,  they  arc 
to  be  afked  of  the  feveral  afTemblies, 
according  to  the  old  eftablifhed  ufage, 
who  will,  as  they  always  have  done, 
grant  them  freely.  And  that  their 
money  ought  not  to  be  given  away, 
without  their  confent,  by  perfons  at 
a  diflance,  unacquainted  with  their 
circumllances  and  abilities.  The 
granting  aids  to  the  crown,  is  the 
only  means  they  have  of  recommend- 
ing themfelves  to  their  fovereign, 
and  they  think  it  extremely  hard  and 
unjuil,  that  a  body  of  men,  in  which 
they  have  no  reprefentatives,  Ihould 
make  a  merit  to  itfelf  of  giving  and 
granting  what  is  not  its  own,  but 
theirs,  and  deprive  them  of  a  right 
they  elleem  of  the  utmoft  value  and 
importance,  as  it  is  the  fecurity  of 
all  their  other  rights. 

Q^  But  is  not  the  poll-ofiice,  which 
they  have  long  received,  a  tax  as  well 
as  a  regulation  ? 

A.  No;  the  money  paid  for  the 
pOilage  of  a  letter  is  not  of  the  nature 
of  a  tax ;  it  is  merely  a  quantum 
meruit  for  a  fervice  done  ;  no  perfon 
is  compellable  to  pay  the  money,  if 
he  does  not  chufe  to  receive  the  fer- 
vice. A  man  may  Hill,  as  before 
the  ad,  fend  his  letter  by  a  fervant, 
a  fpecial  melTenger,  or  a  friend,  if 
he  thinks  it  cheaper  and  fafer. 

Q^  But  do  they  not  confidsr  the  re- 
gulations of  the  poil-oHice,  by  the  ad 
of  lail  year,  as  a  tax  ? 

A.  By  the  regulations  of  lail  year 
the  rate  of  pollage  was  generally 
abated  near  thirty  per  cent,  through 
all  America;  they  certainly  cannot 
confider  fuch  abatement  as  a  tax. 

Q^  If  an  excile  was  laid  by  parlia- 
ment, which  they  might  liicewife 
avoid  paying,  by  not  con  fuming  the 
articlci)  exciied,  would  they  tlien  not 
objed  to  it? 

A.  They  would  certainly  objed  to 
it,  as  an  excife  is  uncenneded  with 
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any  rervice  done,  and  is  merely  an 
aid  which  they  think  ought  to  be 
afked  of  them,  and  granted  by  them, 
if  they  are  to  pay  it,  and  can  be 
granted  for  them  by  no  others  what- 
foever,  whom  they  have  not  impow- 
cred  for  that  purpofe. 

Q^  You  fay  they  do  not  objedl  to 
the  right  of  parliament,  in  laying 
duties  on  goods  to  be  paid  on  their 
importation  ;  now,  is  there  any  kind 
of  difference  between  a  duty  on  the 
importation  of  goods,  and  an  excife 
on  their  confumption  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  a  very  material  one  ;  an 
excife,  for  the  reafons  I  have  juH 
mentioned,  they  think  you  can  have 
no  right  to  lay  within  their  country. 
But  the  fea  is  yours ;  you  maintain, 
hy  your  fleets,  the  fafety  of  naviga- 
tion in  it,  and  keep  it  clear  of  pirates ; 
you  may  have  therefore  a  natural  and 
equitable  right  to  fome  toll  or  duty 
on  merchandizes  carried  through  that 
part  of  your  dominions,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expence  you  are  at  in 
fhips  to  maintain  the  fafety  of  that 
carriage. 

Q^  Does  this  reafoning  hold  in 
ths  cafe  ofa  duty  laid  on  the  produce 
of  their  lands  exported  ?  And  would 
they  not  then  objed  to  fuch  a  duty  f 

A.  If  it  tended  to  make  the  pro- 
duce fo  much  dearer  abroad  as  to 
lefien  the  demand  for  it,  to  be  fure 
they  would  objeft  to  fuch  a  duty ;  not 
to  your  right  of  laying  it,  but  they 
would  complain  of  it  as  a  burthen, 
and  petition  you  to  lighten  it. 

Q^  Is  not  the  duty  paid  on  the  to- 
bacco exported  a  duty  of  that  kind  ? 

A.  That,  I  think,  is  only  on  to- 
bacco carried  coailwife  from  one  co- 
lony to  another,  and  appropriated  as 
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not  much   acquainted 


a  fund  for  iupporting  the  college  at 
William  lb  urgh  in  Virginia. 

Q.^  Have  not  the  aiTemblies  in  the 
Well-Indies  the  fame  natural  rights 
with  thofe  in  North- America  .? 

A.  Undoubtedly. 

Q^  And  is  there  not  a  tax  laid 
there  on  their  fugars  exported  ? 


CUM 

A.    I    am 

with  the  Weft-Indies,  but  the  duty 
of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  fugars 
exported,  was,  I  believe,  granted  by 
their  own  affemblies. 

Q^  How  much  is  the  poll-tax  in 
your  province  laid  on  unmarried 
men  ? 

A.  It  is,  I  think,  fifteen  fhillings, 
to  be  paid  by  every  fingle  freeman, 
upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old. 

Q^  What  is  the  annual  amount  of 
all  the  taxes  in  Pennfylvania  ? 

A.  I  fuppofe  about  20,000  pounds 
flerling. 

Q^  Suppofing  the  Hamp  aft  con- 
tintied,  aijd  enforced,  do  you  ima- 
gine that  ill-humour  will  induce  the 
Americans  to  give  as  much  for  worfc 
manufactures  of  their  own,  and  ufe 
them,  preferably  to  better  of  ours  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  fo.  People  will 
pay  as  freely  to  gratify  one  palfion  as 
another,  their  refentment  as  their 
pride. 

Q^  Would  the  people  at  Bofloii 
difcontinue  their  trade  ? 

A.  The  merchants  are  a  very  fmal! 

number,  compared  with  the  body  of 

the  people,  and  muft  difcontinue  their 

trade,  if  nobody  will  buy  their  goods. 

Q^  What  are  the  body  of  the  peo-= 

in  the  colonies  ? 
A.  They   are   farmers^    hufband- 
men  or  planters. 

Q^  Would  they  fufFer  the  produce 
of  their  lands  to  rot  ? 

A.  No  ;  but  they  would  not  raifc 
fo  much.  They  would  manufa<^urc 
more,  and  plough  lefs. 

Q^  Would  they  live  without  the 
adminiilration  of  juftice  in  civil  mat- 
ters, and  fuffer  all  the  inconveniences 
of  fuch  a  fituation  for  any  confider- 
able  time,  rather  than  take  the 
ftamps,  fuppofing  the  ftamps  were 
protected  by  a  fufficient  force,  where 
every  one  might  have  them  ? 

A.  I  think  the  kippofition  imprac- 
ticable, that  the  Itamps  fhould  be  fo 
protected   as    that  every   one  might 
have  them.     The   aft  requires  fub- 
L  diil;ributor§ 
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diftributors  to  be  appointed  in  every 

county  town,     diilridl    and   village, 

and  they  would   be  necelTary.     But 

the  principal  diftributors,  who  were 

to  have  had  a  confiderable  prott  on 

the  whole,  have  not  thought  it  worth 

while  to  continue  in  the  office,  and 

I  think  it  impoffible  to  find  fub-dif- 

tributors  fit  to  be  trufted,  who,  for 

the  trifling  profit  that  muft  come  to 

their  ihare,  would  incur  the  odium, 

and  run  the  hazard  that  would  attend 

it;    and  if  they  could   be   found,  I  ,  ,  ,        , 

think  it  impradicable  to  proted  the     difcouragement    to    the   creditor    to 

ftamps  in  fo  many  diftant  and  remote    bring  his  aflion. 

places.  QI  Would  it  not  have  the  effedl  of 

Q.  But  in  places  where  they  could    exceffive  ufury  f 
be  proteded,  would  not  the  people         A.  Yes,    as   an   oppreflion  of  the 
ufe  them  rather  thrn  remain  in  fuch     debtor. 
a   fituation,    unable   to   obtain   any 
right,  or  recover,  by  law,  any  debt  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  fay  what  they 
would  do.  I  can  only  judge  what 
other  people  will  think,  and  hcv 
they  will  aft,  by  what  I  feel  within 
myfelf.  I  have  a  great  many  debts 
due  to  me  in  America,  and  I  had 
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A.  The  greateft  part  of  the  money 
muft  arife  from  law-fuits  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts,  and  be  paid  by  the 
lower  fort  of  people,  who  were  too 
poor  eafily  to  pay  their  debts.  It  is 
therefore  a  heavy  tax  on  the  poor, 
and  a  tax  upon  them  for  being  poor. 

Q^  But  will  not  this  increafe  of 
expence  be  a  means  of  lefTening  the 
number  of  law-fuits  ? 

A.  I  think  not ;  for  as  the  cofts 
all  fall  upon  the  debtor,  and  are  to 
be  paid  by  him,  they  would  be  no 
'"tor 


rather  they  fhould  remain  unrecover- 
able by  any  lav/,  than  fubmit  to  the 
ftamp  ad.  They  will  be  debts  of 
honour.  It  is  my  opinion  the  peo- 
ple will  either  continue  in  that  fitua- 
tion, or  find  fome  way  to  extricate 
themfelves,  perhaps  by  generally 
agreeing  to  proceed  in  the  courts 
without  ftamps. 

Q^  What  do  you  think  a  fufiicient 
military  force  to  proted  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  ftamps  in  every  part  of 
America  ? 

A.  A  very  great  force;  I  can't 
fay  what,  if  the  difpofition  of  Amc- 
lica  is  for  a  general  refiftance. 

Q^  What  is  the  number  of  men  in 
America  able  to  bear  arms,  or  of 
difciplined  militia  ? 

A.  There  aie,  1  fuppofe,  at  lea  ft— 
[Queftion   objeded    to.     He    with- 
drew.    Called  in  again.] 
Q^  Is  the  American  ftamp  ad  an 
equal  tax  on  that  country  ? 
A.  I  think  not. 
Q^  Why  fo  ? 


Q^  Hov/  many  Ihips  are  there 
laden  annually  in  North- America 
with  flax-feed  for  Ireland  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to  the  number 
offtiips,  but  I  know  that  in  1752, 
10, ceo  hogftieads  of  flax-feed,  each 
containing  feven  buftiels,  were  ex- 
ported from  Philadelphia  to  Ireland. 
I  fuppofe  the  quantity  is  greatly  in- 
creafcd  fince  that  time  ;  and  it  is 
underftood  that  the  exportation  from 
Nev/-York  is  equal  to  that  from  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Q^  What  becomes  of  the  flax  that 
grows  with  that  flax-feed  ? 

A.  They  manufadure  fome  into 
coarfe,  and  fome  into  a  middling 
kind  of  linen. 

Q^  Are  there  any  fiitting-mills  in 
America  ? 

A.  I  think  there  are  three,  but  I 
believe  only  one  at  prefent  employed. 
I  fuppofe  they  will  all  be  fet  to  work, 
if  the  interruption  of  the  trade  con*'" 
tinues. 

Q^  Are  there  any  fulling  mills 
there  ? 

A.   A  great  many. 
Q^  Did  you  never  hear  that  a  great 
quantity  of  ftockings  were  contraded 
for,  for  the  army,  during  the  war, 
and  manufadured  in  Philadelphia  ? 
A.  I  have  heard  fo. 
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Q^  If  the  ftamp  aft  ihould  be  re- 
pealed, would  not  the  Americans 
think  they  could  oblige  the  parlia- 
ment to  repeal  every  external  tax- 
law  now  in  force  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  anfwer  queftlons 
of  what  people  at  fuch  a  diftance  will 
think. 

Q^  But  what  do  you  imagine  they 
will  think  were  the  motives  of  re- 
pealing the  acl  ? 

A.  I  fuppoie  they  will  think  that 
it  was  repealed  from  a  convidion  of 
its  inexpediency  ;  and  they  will  rely 
upon  it,  that  while  the  fame  inex- 
pediency fubfilb,  you  will  never  at- 
tempt to  make  fuch  another- 

Q^  What  do  you  mean  by  its  in- 
expediency ? 

A.  I  mean  its  inexpediency  on 
feveral  accounts  ;  the  poverty  and 
inability  of  thofe  who  were  to  pay  the 
tax;  the  general  difcontent  it  has 
occafioned  ;  and  the  impradticability 
cf  enforcing  it. 

Q^  If  the  a£l  fhould  be  repealed, 
and  the  legiflature  fhould  fhew  its 
refentment  to  the  oppofers  of  the 
ftam.p  aft,  would  the  colonies  ac- 
quielce  in  the  authority  of  the  legif- 
lature ?  What  is  your  opinion  they 
would  do  ? 

A.  I  don't  doubt  at  all,  that  if  the 
legiflature  repeal  the  ll:amp  aft,  the 
colonies  will  acquiefce  in  the  autho- 
rity. 

Q^  But  if  the  legiflature  fliould 
think  fit  to  afcertain  its  right  to  lay 
taxes,  by  any  aft  laying  a.fmall  tax, 
contrary  to  their  opinion,  would  they 
iubmit  to  pay  the  tax  ? 

A.  The  proceedings  of  the  people 
in  America  have  been  confidered  too 
much  together.  The  proceedings  of 
the  affemblies  have  been  very  different 
from  thofe  of  the  mobs,  and  fnould 
be  diilinguifned,  as  having  no  con- 
neftion  with  each  other.  The  affem- 
blies have  only  peaceably  refob.ed 
what  they  take  to  be  their  rights  ; 
they  have  taken  no  meafures  for  op- 
pofition    by    force ;    they   have   not 
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raifed  a  man,  or  pro- 


built  a  fort 

vided  a  grain  of  ammunition,  in  or 
der  to  fuch  oppofition.  The  ring 
leaders  of  riots  they  think  ought  to  be 
punilhed;  they  would  punifli  them 
themfelves,  if  they  could.  Every 
fober,  feniible  man  would  wifh  to 
fee  rioters  puniflied,  as  ctherwife 
peaceable  people  have  no  fecurity  of 
perfon  or  eflate.  But  as  to  an  inter- 
nal tax,  how  fmall  foever,  laid  by 
the  legiflature  here  on  the  people 
there,  while  they  have  no  reprefen- 
tatives  in  this  legiflature,  I  think  it 
will  never  be  fubmitted  to.— They 
v/ill  oppofe  it  to  the  laft:— They  do 
not  confider  it  as  at  all  necefl^ary  for 
you  to  raife  money  on  them  by  your 
taxes,  becaufe  they  are,  and  always 
have  been,  ready  to  raife  money  by 
taxes  among  themfelves,  and  to  grant 
large  fums,  equal  to  tlieir'  abilities, 
upon  requificion  from  the  crown, 
Tiiey  have  not  only  granted  equal  to 
their  abilities,  but,  during  all  the 
lafl  war,  they  granted  far  beyond 
their  abilities,  and  beyond  their  pro- 
portion with  this  country,  you  your- 
fclves  being  judges,  to  the  amount 
of  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  this  they  did  freely  and  readily, 
only  on  a  ibrt  of  promife  from  the 
fecretary  offlate,  that  it  fliould  be 
recommended  to  parliament  to  make 
them  compenfation.  It  was  accord- 
ingly recommended  to  parliament,  ia 
the  moft  honourable  manner,  for 
them.  America  has  been  greatly 
mifreprefented  and  abufed  here,  in 
papers,  and  pamphlets,  and  fpeechcs, 
as  ungrateful,  and  unreafonabie,  and 
unjuft,  in  having  put  this  nation  to 
immenfe  expence  for  their  defence, 
and  refuflng  to  bear  any  part  of  that 
expence.  The  colonies  raifed,  paid, 
and  clothed,  near  25000  men  during 
the  lafl  war,  a  number  equal  to  thofe 
fent  from  Britain,  and  far  beyond 
their  proportion;  they  went  deeply 
into  debt  in  doing  tliis,  and  all  their 
taxes  and  ellates  are  mortgaged,  for 
many  years  to  come,  for  difcharging 
L  2  th;;c 
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that  debt.  Government  here  v/as  at 
that  time  very  Tenfible  of  this.  The 
colonies  were  recommended  to  par- 
liament. Every  year  the  king  fent 
down  to  the  houfe  a  written  meflage 
to  this  purpofe.  That  his  Majefty, 
being  highly  feniible  of  the  zeal  and 
vigour  with  which  his  faithful  fub- 
jedls  in  North-America  had  exerted 
themfelves,  in  defence  of  his  Majefty's 
juft  rights  and  pofleffions,  recom- 
mended it  to  the  houfe  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  enable 
him  to  give  them  a  proper  compen- 
fatipn.  You  will  find  thofe  meflages 
on  your  own  journals  every  year  of 
the  war  to  the  very  lad,  and  you  did 
accordingly  give  200,000  pounds  an- 
nually to  the  crown,  to  be  diftributed 
in  fuch  compenfation  to  the  colonies. 
This  is  the  flrongeft  of  all  proofs  that 
the  colonies,  far  from  being  unwil- 
ling to  bear  a  fliare  of  the  burthen, 
did  exceed  their  proportion  ;  for  if 
they  had  done  lefs,  or  had  only  equal- 
led their  proportion,  there  would  have 
been  no  room  or  reafon  for  compen- 
fation. Indeed  the  fums  reimburfed 
them,  were  by  no  means  adequate 
to  the  expence  they  incurred  beyond 
their  proportion  ;  but  they  never 
murmured  at  that,  they  elleemed 
their  fovereign*s  approbation  of  their 
*eal  and  fidelity,  and  the  approba- 
tion of  this  houfe,  far  beyond  any 
other  kind  of  compenfation;  there- 
fore there  was  no  occafion  for  this 
a6l,  to  force  money  from  a  willing 
people  ;  they  had  not  refufed  giving 
money  for  the  purpofes  of  the  aft ; 
no  requifition  had  been  made  j  they 
were  always  willing  and  ready  to  do 
what  could  reafonably  be  expcded 
from  them,  and  in  this  light  they 
wi/h  to  be  confidered. 

Q^  But  fuppofe  Great-Britain 
fhould  be  engaged  in  a  war  in  Eu- 
rope, would  North  America  contri- 
bute to  the  fupport  of  it  ? 

A.  1  do  iWink  they  Vv^ould,  as  far 
as  their  circumflances  would  permit. 
They  confider  themfelves  as  a  part 
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of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  as  having 
one  comm.on  intereft  with  it  ;  they 
may  be  looked  on  here  as  foreigner^, 
but  they  do  not  confider  themfelves 
as  fuch.  They  are  zealous  for  the 
honour  and  profperity  of  this  nation, 
and,  while  they  are  well  ufed,  will 
ahvays  be  ready  to  fupport  it,  as  far 
as  their  little  power  goes.  In  1739 
they  were  called  upon  to  alTifl  in  the 
expedition  againfl  Carthagena,  and 
they  fent  3000  men  to  join  your  ar- 
my, It  is  true  Carthagena  is  in 
America,  but  as  remote  from  the 
Northern  Colonies  as  if  it  had  been 
in  Europe.  They  make  no  diftinc- 
tion  of  wars,  as  to  their  duty  of  aflift- 
ing  in  them.  I  know  the  lafl  war  is 
commonly  fpoke  of  here  as  entered 
into  for  the  defence,  or  for  the  fake 
of  the  people  of  America.  I  think 
it  is  quite  mifunderllood.  It  began 
about  the  limits  between  Canada  and 
Nova-Scotia,  about  territories  to 
which  the  crovvn  indeed  laid  c^aim, 
but  were  not  claimed  by  any  Britifh 
colony;  none  of  the  lands  had  been* 
granted  to  any  colonift ;  we  had 
therefore  no  particular  concern  or 
intereH  in  that  difpute.  As  to  the 
Ohio,  the  conte.^  there  began  about 
your  right  of  trading  in  the  Indian 
country,  a  right  you  had  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  the  French 
infringed ;  they  feized  the  traders  and 
their  goods,  which  were  your  manu- 
factures ;  they  took  a  fort  which  a 
company  of  your  merchants,  and 
their  fadors  and  correfpondents,  had 
erefted  there,  to  I'ecure  that  trade, 
Braddock  was  fent  with  an  army  to 
re-take  that  fort  (which  was  locked 
on  h^rc  as  another  incroachmcnt  on. 
the  King's  territory)  and  to  proteft 
your  trade.  It  was  not  till  after  his 
defeat  that  the  colonics  were  attacked. 
They  were  before  in  perfed  peace 
with  both  French  and  Indians ;  the 
troops  were  not  therefore  fent  for 
their  defence.  The  trade  with  the 
Indians,  though  carried  on  in  Ame- 
rica, is   not    an  American   iuterelh 
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The  people  of  America  are  chiefly 
farmers  and  planters;  fcarce  any 
thing  that  they  raife  or  produce  is  an 
article  of  commerce  with  the  Indians. 
The  Indian  trade  is  a  Britilh  intereil ; 
it  is  carried  on  with  Britifh  manu- 
factures, for  the  profit  of  Britiih  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  ;  therefore 
the  war,  as  it  commenced  for  the  de- 
fence of  territories  of  the  crown,  the 
property  of  no  American,  and  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  purely  Britifh,  was 
really  a  Britiih  war — and  yet  the  peo- 
ple of  America  made  no  fcruple  of 
contributing  their  utmofl  towards 
carrying  it  on,  and  bringing  it  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

Q^  Do  you  think  then  that  the 
taking  pofieilion  of  the  King's  terri- 
torial rights,  and  ilrengtliening  the 
frcn-tiers,  is  not  an  American  inte- 
reft  ? 

A.  Not  partictilarly,  but  conjoint- 
ly a  Britifh  and  an  American  interefc. 

Q^  You  will  not  deny  that  the 
preceding  war,  the  Vv^ar  with  Spain, 
Vvas  entered  into  for  the  fake  of  Ame- 
rica ;  vvas  it  not  occafioned  by  cap- 
tures made  in  the  American  feas  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  captures  of  ihips  carry- 
ing on  the  Britifh  trade  there,  with 
Bntiih  manufadures. 

Q^  Was  not  the  late  war  with  the 
Indians,  fmce  the  peace  with  France, 
a  war  for  America  only  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  it  was  more  particularly 
for  Am.erica  than  the  former,  but  it 
was  rather  a  confequence  or  rem.ains 
of  the  former  war,  the  Indians  not 
having  been  thoroughly  pacified,  and 
the  Americans  bore  by  much  the 
greateft  Ihare  of  the  expence.  It  was 
put  an  end  to  by  the  army  under 
Ger»eral  Bouquet';  there  were  not 
above  300  regulars  in  that  army,  and 
above  1000  Pennfylvanians. 

Q^  Is  it  not  neceffary  to  fend 
troops  to  America,  to  defend  the 
Americans  againft  the  Indians  ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means;  it  never 
was  necefiary.  They  defended  themt- 
leives  when  they  were  but  an  hand- 
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ful,  and  ths  Indians  much  more  nu- 
merous. They  continually  gained 
ground,  and  have  driven  the  Indians 
over  the  mountains,  without  any 
troops  fent  to  their  aiTiltance  from 
this  country.  And  car)  it  be  thought 
neceffary  now  to  fend  troops  for  their 
defence  from  thofe  diniiniihed  Indian 
tribes,  when  the  colonies  are  become 
fo  populous,  and  fo  flrong  ?  There 
is  not  the  leait  occafion  foi-  it  ;  they 
are  very  able  to  defend  themfclves. 

Q^  Do  you  fay  there  were  no  more 
than  300  regular  troops  employed  iii 
the  late  Indian  war? 
_  A.  Not  on  the  Ohio^  or  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pennfylvania,  which  was  the 
chief  part  of  the  war  that  aitedted  the 
colonies.  There  were  garrifons  at 
Niagara,  Fort  Detroit,  and  thofe  re- 
mote poits  kept  for  the  fake  of  your 
trade  ;  I  did  not  reckon  them,  but  I 
believe  that  on  the  whole  the  number 
of  Americans,  or  provincial  troops, 
employed  in  the  war,  was  greater 
than  that  of  the  regulars.  I  am  not 
certain,  biit  J  think  fo. 

Q^  D()  you  think  the  aiTemblie; 
have  a  right  to  levy  m.oney  on  the 
fubjeft  there,  to  grant  to  the  crov/n  ? 

A.  I  certainly  thmkfo;  they  have 
alv/ays  done  it. 

Q^  Are  they  acquainted  with  the 
declaration  of  rights  ?  And  do  they 
know  that,  by  that  ftatute,  money 
is  not  to  be  raifed  on  the  fubjeft  but 
by  confent  of  parliament  ? 

A.^  They  are  very  well  acquainted 
with  it. 

Q^  How  then  can  they  think  t]\ey 
have  a  right  to  hvy  money  for  the 
crown,  or  for  any  other  than  local 
purpofes  ? 

A.  They  underftand  that  claufe 
to  relate  to  fubjeds  only  within  the 
realm  ;  that  no  money  can  be  levied 
en  them  for  the  crown,  but  by  con- 
fent of  parliament.  The  colonies  are 
not  fuppofed  to  be  within  the  realm  ; 
they  have  ai'iemblies  of  their  own] 
which  are  their  parliaments,  and 
they  are,  in  that  refpeft,  in  the  fame 
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fituation  with  Ireland.  When  money 
is  to  be  raifed  for  the  crown  upon  the 
fubjeft  in  Ireland,  or  in  the  colonies, 
the  confent  is  given  in  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  or  in  the  afiemblies  of  the 
colonies.  They  think  the  parliament 
of  Great-Britain  cannot  properly  give 
that  confent  till  it  has  reprefentatives  * 
from  America  ;  for  the  petition  of 
right  exprefsly  fays,  it  is  to  be  by 
common  confent  in  parliament,  and 
the  people  of  America  have  no  repre- 
fentatives in  parliament,  to  make  a 
part  of  that  common  confent. 

Q.  If  the  liamp-ad  Ihould  be  re- 
pealed, and  an  aft  fliould  pafs,  or- 
dering the  afiemblies  of  the  colonies 
to  indemnify  the  fufferers  by  the  riots, 
would  they  obey  it  ? 

A,  That  is  a  qucllion  I  cannot 
an  fwer. 

Q^  Suppofe  the  King  fhould  require 
the  colonies  to  grant  a  revenue,  and 
the  parliament  fhould  be  againft  their 
doing  it,  do  they  think  they  can 
^rant  a  revenue  to  the  King,  without 
the  confent  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  ? 

A.  That  is  a  deep  queilion. — As  to 
my  own  opinion,  I  ftiould  think  my- 
felf  at  liberty  to  do  it,  and  fhould  do 
it,  if  I  :ikeu  the  occaf.on. 

Q^  When  money  has  been  raifed 
in  the  colonies,  upon  requifiticns,  has 
it  not  been  granted  to  the  King  ? 

A.  Yes,  always  ;  but  the  requi- 
fiticns have  generally  been  for  feme 
fervice  exprcfled,  as  to  raife,  clothe 
and  pay  troops,  and  not  for  money 
only. 

Q^  If  the  ad  fhould  pafs,  requiring 
the  American  riffem'jlics  to  make  ccm- 
penfation  to  the  fufferers,  and  they 
fliould  difjbcy  it,  and  then  the  par- 
liament Ihould,  by  another  aft,  lay  an 
internal  tax,  would  they  then  obey 
it? 

A.  The  people  will  pay  no  internal 
tax ;  :iTid  I  think  an  aft  to  oblige  the 
afieniblies  to  mnke  compenfation  is 
unncccffary,  for  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
as  foon  as  the  prcfent  heats  are  abated. 
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they  will  take  the  matter  into  con> 
fideration,    and  if  it  is  right  to  be 
done,  they  will  do  it  of  themfelves. 

Q^  Do  not  letters  often  come  into 
the  poft-oflices  in  America,  direfted 
to  forne  inland  town  where  no  poll 
goes  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  Can  any  private  perfon  take 
up  thofe  letters,  and  carry  them  as 
direfted  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  any  friend  of  the  perfon 
may  do  it,  paying  the  pollage  that 
has  accrued. 

Q^  But  muil  not  he  pay  an  ad- 
ditional poftage  for  the  diftance  to 
fnch  inland  tov.'n  ? 

A.  No, 

Q^  Can  the  poU-mafter  anfv-'erde- 
livenng  the  letter,  without  being  paid 
fuch  additional  pouage  ? 

A.  Certainly  he  can  demand  no- 
thing, where  he  does  no  fervice. 

Q^  Suppofe  a  perfon,  being  far 
from  home,  ■  finds  a  letter  in  a  pofl- 
office  direfted  to  him,  and  he  lives  in 
a  place  to  which  the  poll  generally 
goes,  and  the  letter  is  direfted  to  that 
place,  will  the  poll-mailer  deliver  him 
the  letter,  without  his  paying  the 
poftage  receivable  at  the  place  to 
which  the  letter  is  direfted. 

A.  Yes ;  the  office  cannot  demand 
poftage  for  a  letter  that  it  does  not ' 
carry,  or  farther  than  it  does  carry  it. 

Q^  Are  not  ferrymen  in  America 
obliged,  by  aft  of  parliament,  to 
carry  over  the  pofis  without  pay  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  -Is  not  this  a  tax  on  the  ferry- 
men ? 

A.  They  do  not  conftder  it  as  fuch, 
a3  they  have  an  advantage  from  perj 
fons  travelling  with  the  poft. 

Q^  If  the  ftamp-aft  fhould  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  crown  fnould  make  a 
requifition  to  the  colonics  for  a  fum, 
of  money,  would  they  grant  it  ? 

A.   I  believe  they  would. 

Q^  Why  do  you  think  {o  .•' 

A.  I  can  fpeak  for  the  colony  I  live 
in  ;  I  had  it  in  inftruftion  from  the 

afiembly 
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afTembly  to  afiure  the  minillry,  that  as 
they  ahvays  had  done,  fo  they  ihould 
ahvays  think  it  their  duty  to  grant 
fuch  aids  to  the  crown  as  were  fuitable 
to  their  circumHances  and  abilities, 
whenever  called  upon  for  the  purpofe, 
in  the  ufual  conlHtutional  manner; 
and  I  had  the  honour  of  commu- 
nicating this  inftrudion  to  th:it  ho- 
nourable gentleman  then  minifter. 

Q.  Would  they  do  this  for  a  Britiih 
concern  ;  as  fuppofe  a  war  in  fome 
part  of  Europe,  that  did  not  affedt 
them  ? 

A.  Yes,  for  any  thing  that  con- 
cerned the  general  interell.  They 
confider  themfelves  as  a  part  of  the 
whole. 

Q^  What  is  the  ufual  conftitutional 
manner  of  callin*:^  on  the  coloaies  for 

o 

aids  ? 

A.  A  letter  from  the  fecretary  of 
."late. 

Q^  Is  this  all  you  mean,  a  letter 
from  the  fecretary  of  (late  ? 

A.  I  mean  the  ufual  way  of  rc- 
quiiition,  in  a  circular  letter  from  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  by  his  Majeily's 
command,  reciting  the  occalion,  and 
recommending  it  to  the  colonies  to 
grant  fuch  aids  as  became  their  loyalt)-, 
and  were  fuitable  to  their  abilities. 

Q^  Did  the  fecretary  of  fcatc  ever 
write  for  money  for  the  crown  ? 

A.  The  requifitions  have  been  to 
raife,  clothe  and  pay  men,  v/hich 
cannot  be  done  withcut  money. 

Q^  Would  they  grant  money  alone, 
if  called  on  ? 

A.  In  rny  opinion  they  would, 
money  as  well  as  men,  when  they 
have  money,  or  can  make  it. 

Q^  If  the  parliament  ihould  repeal 
the  ftimp-adi,  will  the  aiTembly  of 
Pennfyjvania  refcind  their  refolutions  ? 

A.  I  think  not. 

Q^  Before  there  was  any  thought 
cf  the  ftamp-act,  did  they  wifn  for  a 
reprefentation  in  parliament  r 

A.-  No. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  that  there  is, 
in  the  Penn fy ivania  charter,   an  ex- 
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prefs  refervation  of  the  right  of  par- 
liament to  lay  taxes  there  ? 

A.  I  know  there  is  a  claufe  in  the 
charter,  by  v/hich  the  King  grants 
that  he  will  levy  no  taxes  on  the  in- 
habitants, unlefs  it  be  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  ailembly,  or  by  ad  of  par- 
liament. 

Q^  Hovv'  then  could  the  aiTembly  of 
Pennfylvania  affcrt,  that  laying  a  tax 
on  them  by  the  ilamp-acl  was  an  in- 
fringement cf  iheir  rights  ? 

A.  They  underrtand  it  thus  j  by 
the  fame  chartei-,  and  otherwife,  they 
are  intitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
liberties  of  Engliihmen  ;  they  find  in 
the  great  charters,  and  the  petition 
and  declaration  of  rights,  that  one  of 
the  privileges  of  Englifn  fubjeds  is, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by 
their  common  confent ;  they  have 
therefore  relied  upon  it,  from  the  firft 
fettlemcnt  of  the  province,  that  the 
parliament  never  would,  nor  could,  by 
colour  of  that  claufe  in  the  charter, 
affume  a  right  of  taxing  them,  till  it 
had  qualified  itfelf  to  exercife  fuch 
right,  by  admitting  reprefentatives 
from  the  people  to  be  'taxed,  who 
ought  to  make  a  part  of  that  common 
confent. 

Q^  Are  tliere  any  words  in  the 
charter  that  juilify  that  conflruaion  ? 

A.  The  com.mon  rights  of  Engliih- 
men, as  declared  by  Magna  Chai-ta, 
and  the  petition  of  right,  all  juftify  it. 

Q^  Does  the  difdacUon  between  in- 
ternal and  external  taxes  exiii  in  the 
words  of  the  charter  ? 

A.  No,  I  believe  not. 

Q^  Then  may  they  not,  by  the 
fame  interpretation,  objeft  to  the  par- 
liament's right  of  external  taxation  ? 

A.  They  never  have  hitherto. 
Many  arguments  have  been  latei/ 
ufed  here  to  fnew  them  that  there  is 
no  difference,  and  that  if  you  have  no 
right  to  tax  them  internally,  you  have 
none  to  tax  them  externally,  or  make 
any  other  law  to  bind  them.  At 
prefeiU  they  do  not  r^Xxon  fo,  but  in 

time 
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time  they  may  poffibly  be  convinced 
by  thefe  arguments. 

Q^  Do  not  the  rerolutions  of  the 
Penniylvania  afTembly  iay  all  taxes  ? 

A.  If  they  do,  they  mean  only  in- 
ternal taxes  ;  the  fame  words  have  not 
always  the  fame  meaning  here  and  in 
the  colonies.  By  taxes  they  mean  in- 
ternal taxes  J  by  duties  they  mean 
cuftoms ;  thefe  are  their  ideas  of  the 
language.  r         x.        r 

CK   Have  you  not  leen  the  reio- 
lutions  of  the   Mafiachuf^it's  Bay  af- 
fembly  ? 
A.  I  have. 

Q^  Do  they  not  fay,  that  neither 
external  nor  internal  taxes  can  be  laid 
on  them  by  parliament  ? 

Ai  I  don't  know  that  they  do  ;  I 
believe  not. 

Q^  if  the  fame  colony  fliould  fay 
neither  tax  nor  im.pofiiion  could  be 
laid,  does  not  that  province  hold  the 
power  of  parliament  can  lay  neither? 
A.  I  fuppofe  that  by  the  word  im- 
position, they  do  not  intend  to  cxprefs 
duties  to  be  laid  on  goods  imported, 
as  regulations  of  commerce.  ^ 

Q^  What  can  the  colonies  mean 
then  by  impofition  as  diflind  from 
taxes  ? 

A.  They  may  mean  many  things, 
as  imprefiing  of  men,  or  of  carriages, 
quartering  troops  on  private  houfes, 
and  the  like  ;  there  may  be  great  im- 
politions  that  are  not  properly  taxes. 

Q.  Is  not  the  poft-oihce  rate  an  in- 
ternal tax  laid  by  ad  of  parliament  ? 
A.  I  have  anivvcred  that. 
Q^  Are  all  parts  of  the  colonies 
cq.uaily  able  to  pay  taxes  ? 

A.  No,  certainly ;  the  frontier 
parts,  which  have  been  ravaged  by 
theenemy,  are  greatly  diiableJ  by  that 
moans,  and  therefore,  in  I'uch  cafes, 
are  uiually  favoured  in  our  tax-laws. 

Q^  Can  we,  at  this  dill  a  nee,  be 
competent  judges  of  what  fu\uuio  are 
neceifary  ? 

A.  'I'he  parliament  have  fuppofcd 
it,    by  chiming  a  right  to  make  tax- 
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laws  for  America?    I   think  it   im- 
pofhble. 

Q^  Would  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp- 
aft  be  any  difcoaragement  of  your  ma- 
nufadures  ?  Will  the  people  that  have 
begun  to  manufaftu're  decline  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  they  will  ;  efpe- 
cially  if,  at  the  fame  time,  the  trade 
is  Opened  again,  fo  the  remittances 
can  be  eafily  made.  I  have  known 
feveral  inftances  chat  make  it  pro- 
bable. In  the  war  before  laft,  to- 
bacco being  low,  and  making  little 
remittance,  the  people  of  Virginia 
went  generally  into  family  manufac- 
tmes.  Afterwards,  when  tobacco  bore 
a  better  price,  they  returned  to  the 
ufe  of  Britiih  manufactures.  So  ful- 
ling-mills were  very  much  difafed  irj 
the  lall;  war  in  Pennfylvania,  becaufe 
bills  were  then  plenty,  and  remit- 
tances could  eafily  be  made  to  Britain 
for  Englifh  cloth  and  other  goods. 

Qv  If  the  rtamp-ad  fhould  be  re- 
pealed, would  it  induce  the  alTcmblies 
of  America  to  acknowledge  the  rights 
of  parliament  to  tax  them,  and  would 
they  erafe  their  rcfolutions  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

Q^  Is  there  no  means  of  obliging 
them  to  erafe  thofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know  of;  they 
will  never  do  it,  unlefs  compelled  by 
force  of  arms. 

Q^  Is  there  a  power  on  earth  that 
can  torce  them  to  erafe  them  ? 

A.  No  power,  how  great  foever, 
can  force  men  to  change  their  opi- 
nions. 

Q^  Do  they  confider  the  poll-office 
as  a  tax,  or  as  a  regulation  ? 

A.  Not  as  a  tax,  but  as  a  regu- 
lation and  conveiiiency  ;  every  af- 
feinbly  encouraged  it,  and  fupported 
it  in  its  infancy,  by  grants  of  money, 
which  they  would  not  otherwife  have 
done  ;  and  the  people  have  always 
paid  the  poltage. 

Q^  When  did  you  receive  the  in- 
lliuctions  you  mentioned  ? 

A.  1  brought  them  with  me,  when 
1  caiTi« 
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I  came   to  England,    about    fifteen 
months  iince. 

Q^  When  did  you  communicate 
that  inftruiTtion  to  the  miniiler  ? 

A.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  while 
the  Hamping  of  America  was  under 
confideration,  and  before  the  bill  was 
brought  in. 

Q^  Would  it  be  moft  for  the  in- 
tereft:  of  Great-Britain,  to  employ  the 
hands  of  Virginia  in  tobacco,  or  in 
manufactures . 

A.  In  tobacco,  to  be  fure. 

Q^  What  ufed  to  be  the  pride  of 
the  Americans  ? 

A.  To  indulge  in  the  fafliioils  and 
manufaftures  of  Great-Britain. 

Q^  What  is  now  their  pride  ? 

A.  To  wear  their  old  deaths  over 
again,  till  they  can  make  new  ones. 
(JVuhdre-.u.) 
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The  bill  to  repeal  the  flamp-a6l 
having  pafied  the  Commons,  was 
brought  to  the  Lords  ;  whofe  houfe  it 
pafTed  alfo.  But  the  following  pro- 
teins were  entered  againft  it. 

Die  Merc,  10  Martii,  i-]66. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  en- 
tituled,  "  An  Aft  to  repeal  an  Aft 
made  in  the  lai]:  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, entitaled.  An  Aft  for  grant- 
ing and  applying  certain  Stamp- 
Duties  aad  other  duties  in  the  Britiih 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, towards  further  defraying  the 
expences  of  defending,  protefting, 
and  fecu--ing  the  fame,  and  for 
amending  luch  parts  of  the  feveral 
afts  of  parliament  relating  to  the 
Trade  and  Revenues  of  the  faid 
Colonies  and  Plantations,  as  direft 
the  manner  of  Determining  ana  Re- 
covering the  Penalties  and  For- 
feitures therein-mentioned."  Then 
the  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  it  being  propofed  to  commit 
the  Bill,  the  fam.e  was  objefted  to. 
After  a  long  Debate  thereupon,  the 
Queftion  was  put.  Whether  the  faid 
Bill  fnall  be  committed  :  It  was  re- 
folved  in  the  afhrmative. 


Majority  34 

DiJ/eniienty 

iH,  Becaufe,  as  this  houfe  has  in 
this  feffion  by  feveral  refolutions  mofl 
folemnly  averted  and  declared,  nrit, 
''  That  the  King's  Majefty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Par- 
liament aiTembled,  had,  hath,  and  of 
right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and 
authority,  to  make  laws  and  flatutes 
of  fufhcient  force  and  validity  to  bind 
the  Colonies,  and  people  of  America, 
fubjefts  of  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever:" 
Secondly,  ''  That  tumults  and  infar- 
reftions  of  the  moll  dangerous  nature 
have  been  raifed  and  carried  on  in 
feveral  of  the  North  American  Co- 
lonies, in  open  defiance  of  the  power 
and  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  Govern- 
ment, and  in  manifeft  violation  of 
the  laws  and  legiilative  authority  of 
this  Kingdom:"  Thirdly,  *'  That 
the  faid  tumults  and  infilrreftions 
have  been  encouraged  and  inf!amed, 
by  fundry  votes  and  refoiutions  pafTed 
in  feveral  of  the  Affemblies  of  the 
faid  Provinces,  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour of  his  Majefty's  Government, 
and  deilruftive  of  the  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional  dependency  of  the  faid  Co- 
lonies, on  the  imperial  Crown  and 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain :"  Which 
refoluticns  were  founded  on  a  full 
examination  of  the  papers  on  our 
table,  manifelring  a  denial  of  the  le- 
giilative authority  of  the  crown  aud 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  im- 
pofe  duties  and  taxes  on  our  North- 
American  Colonies ;  and  a  criminal 
refiftance  there  made  to  the  execution 
of  the  commercial  and  other  regu- 
lations of  the  ftamp-aft,  and  of  other 
afts  of  parliament :  v/e  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  total  repealing  of  that  law, 
M  efpeciailr 
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efpecially  while  fuch  refiftance  con- 
tinues, would  (as  Governor  Barnard 
fays  is  their  intention)  **  make  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  con- 
temptible hereafter  ;  and  that  fuch  a 
fubmiffion  of  King,  Lords,  and  Corn- 
mons,  under  fuch  circumftances,  in 
fo  ftrangc  and  unheard  of  a  con  tell, 
would,  in  effed,  furrender  their  an- 
tient,  unalienable  rights  of  fnpreme 
jurifdiclion,  and  give  them  exclufively 
to  the  fubordinate  provincial  legif- 
latures  ellabliflied  by  prerogative  ; 
which  was  never  intended  or  thought 
of,  and  is  not  in  the  power  of  pre- 
rogative to  beflow  ;  as  they  are  infe- 
rable from  the  three  eftates  of  the 
realm  affembled  in  parliament. 

2dly,  Becaufe  the  law,   which  this 
bill    now   propofes    to    repeal,    was 
pafied  in  the  other  houfe  with  very 
little  oppofition,  and  in  this  without 
one  diflentient  voice,  during  the  lalt 
feiTion  of  parliament,  which  we  pre- 
fume,  if  it  had  been  wholly  and  fun- 
damentally wrong,  could  not  poiTibly 
have  happened  ;  as  the  matter  of  it  is 
fo  important,  and  as  the  intention  of 
bringing  it  in,    had   been   commu- 
nicated to  the  commons  by  the  firft 
commiSioner  of  the  treafury  the  year 
before,     and    a    refolution,    relating 
and  preparatory  to  it,  was  then  agreed 
to  in  thathoufc,  without  any  divifion. 
3dly,   Becaule,    if  any  particular 
parts  of  that  law,    the  principal  of 
which  has  been  experienced  and  fub- 
mitted  to  in  this  country,  without  re- 
pining, for  near  a  century  pall,  had 
been  found  liable  to  juil  and  realonab'.e 
objeaions,  they  might  have  been  al- 
'tered  by  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
it,  without  repealing  the  v/holp.   And, 
if  any  fuch  bill  had  been  fent  to  us  by 
the  commons,  we  lliould  have  thought 
it  our  duty  to  have  given  it  a  moil 
ferious   confidcration,    with  a  warm 
defire  of  relieving  our  countrymen  in 
America  from  any  grievance  or  hard- 
fliip  ;  but  wi.h  proper  care  to  enforce 
their  fubmifiion  and  obedience  to  the 
law  fo  amended,   and  to  the  whole 
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legiflative  authority  of  Great-Britain, 
without  any  referve  or  dillindtion 
whatfoever. 

4thly,  Becaufe,  it  appears  to  us, 
that  a  moil  effential  branch  of  that 
authority,  the  power  of  taxation, 
cannot  be  properly,  equitably,  or  im- 
partially exerci fed,  if  it  does  not 
extend  itfelf  to  all  the  members  of  the 
ftate  in  proportion  to  their  refpeftive 
abilities  ;  but  fuffers  a  part  to  be 
exempt  from  a  due  fliare  of  thofe 
burthens,  which  the  public  exigen- 
cies require  to  be  impofed  upon  the 
whole  :  a  partiality  which  is  direftly 
and  manifeftly  repugnant  to  the  truft 
repofed  by  the  people  in  every  legif- 
lature,  and  deftruftive  of  that  con- 
fidence on  which  all  government  is 
founded. 

5ihly,  Becaufe,   the  ability  of  our 
North-American   Colonies,    to    beaf 
v/ithout  inconveniency  the  proportion 
laid  on  theni  by  the  ftamp-acl  of  lai^ 
year,  appears  to  us  moft  unquellion- 
able,  for  the  following  reafons :  Firil, 
That  the  ellimated  produce  of  this  tax, 
amounting  to  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
per  annumy  if  divided  amongfl  twelve  •* 
hundred  thoufand  people  (being  little 
more  than  one  half  of  the  fubjedls  of 
the  crown  in  North  America)  would 
be  only  one  {lulling  per  head  a  year ; 
which  is  but  a   third  of  the  wages 
ufually  paid  to  every  labourer  or  ma- 
nufadurer  there  for  one  day's  labour : 
Secondly,  That  it  appears  by  the  ac- 
counts that  have  been  laid  before  thii 
houfc  from  the  commiflioners  of  trade 
and  plantations,  that  of  the  debt  con- 
tracl'^d   by  thofe  colonies  in  the  lail 
war,  above  J\  [  ,75 5,000,  has  already 
been  difchuiged  during  the  coitrfe  of 
three  years  only,    by  the  funds  pro- 
vided for  that  purpofe  in  the  leveral 
provinces  ;  and  the  much  greater  part 
of  the  remaining  incumbrance,  which 
in  the  whole  is  about  760,000 pounds, 
will  be  paid  in  two  years  more :   We 
mull  lihcwife  obftrvc,  that  tlie  boun- 
ties and  advantages  given  to  them  by  ■ 
parliament  in   1764  and   1765,  p.vA 
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che  duties  thereby  loft  to  Great- 
Britain  for  their  fervice,  and  in  order 
to  enable  them  the  more  eafily  to  pay 
this  tax,  muft  necefTarily  amount  in 
a  few  years  to  a  far  greater  fum  than 
the  produce  thereof.  It  is  alfo  evi- 
dent, that  fuch  produce  being  wholly 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
army  maintained  by  this  kingdom  in 
our  colonies,  at  the  vaft  expence  of 
almoil  a  flulling  in  the  pound  land- 
tax,  annually  remitted  by  us  for  their 
fpecial  defence  and  protection  ;  not 
only  no  money  would  have  been 
actually  drawn  by  it  out  of  that  coun- 
try, but  the  eafe  given  by  it  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  Vv^ho  are  la- 
bouring under  a  debt  of  fevCnty  mil- 
lions, contradled  by  them  to  fupport 
a  very  dangerous  v/ar,  entered  into  for 
t]\Q  intereil  and  fecurity  of  thofe  co- 
lonies, would  have  redounded  to  the 
benefit  of  the  colonies  themfelves  in 
their  ov^rn  immediate  fafety,  by  con- 
tributing to  deliver  them  from  the 
necelTary  expence,  v/hich  many  of 
them  have  hitherto  always  borne,  in 
guarding  their  frontiers  agaiuil  the 
lavage  Indians. 

6thly,  Becaufe,  not  only  the  right, 
|Dut  the  expediency  and  neceiTity  of 
the  fupreme  legiflature's  exerting  its 
authority  to  lay  a  general  tax  on 
our  American  colonics,  whenever  the 
wants  of  the  public  m.ake  it  fitting 
and  reafonable  that  all  the  provinces 
fhouid  contribute  in  a  proper  pro- 
portion to  the  defence  of  the  whole, 
appear  tq  us  undeniable,  from  thefe 
confiderations  :  Firft,  That  every  pro- 
vince be'ng  feparate  and  independent 
on  the  others,  and  having  no  com- 
mon council  impowered  by  the  con- 
ilitution  of  the  colonies  to  act  for  all, 
or  bind  all,  fuch  a  tax  cannot  regu- 
larly, or  without  infinite  dimculty,  be 
impofed  upon  them,  at  any  time, 
even  for  their  immediate  defence  or 
proteftion,  by  their  own  provincial 
afiemblies  ;  but  requires  the  inter- 
vention and  fuperintending  power  of 
the  parliament  of  Great-Britain.    Se- 
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condly.  That  in  looking  forwards  to 
the  poiTible  contingency  of  a  new  war, 
a  contingency  perhaps  not  far  remote, 
the  profpeft  of  the  burthens,  which 
the  gentry  and  people  of  this  kingdom 
mull:  then  fuftain,  in  addition  to  thofe 
which  now  lie  fo  heavy  upon  them,  is 
fo  melancholy  and  dreadful,  that  we 
cannot  but  feel  it,  a  moft  indif- 
penfible  duty,  to  eafe  them  as  much 
as  is  poflible,  by  a  due  and  moderate 
exertion  of  that  great  right,  which  the 
conllitution  of  this  realm  has  veiled  in 
the  parliament,  to  provide  for  the 
fafety  of  all,  by  a  proportionable 
charge  upon  all,  equally  and  indif- 
ferently laid.  V/e  likewife  apprehend, 
that  a  partial  exemption  of  our  colo- 
nies from  any  exercife  of  this  right 
by  the  Britifh  legiilaci;re,  would  be 
thought  fo  ini'idious,  and  fo  unjuil  to 
the  otiier  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  as  to  alienate  the 
hearts  of  thefe  from  their  rountr/men 
refiding  in  America,  to  the  gre.it  ue  - 
triment  of  the  latter,  who  have  on 
miany  occafions  received^  and  m.ay 
again  want  afliftance,  from  the  gene- 
rous warmth  of  their  affeftion. 

ythly,  Becaufe,  the  reafons  affigned 
in  the  public  refolutions  of  the  pro- 
vincial Lllemblies,  in  the  North  Ame- 
rican colonies,  for  their  difobeying  the 
ftamp-ad:,  viz.  "■  That  they  are  not 
reprefented  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,"  extends  to  all  other  laws,  of 
what  nature  foever,  which  that  par- 
liament has  enacled,  or  fhall  enatft,  to 
bind  them  in  times  to  come,  and  muft 
(if  admitted)  fet  them  abfolutely  free 
from  any  obedience  to  the  power  of 
the  Britilh  legillature.  We  likewife 
obferve,  that  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Conway,  dated  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober 1765  ;  the  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Iviajeily's  forces  in  North-Ame- 
rica has  declared  his  opinion,  **  That 
the  queftion  is  not  of  the  inexpediency 
of  the  ft  amp- adl,  or  of  the  inability 
of  the  colonies  to  pay  the  tax ;  but 
that  it  is  unconftitqtional  and  contrary 
to  their  rights,  fupporting  the  inde- 
M  2  pendencj* 
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pendency  of  the  provinces,  and  not 
iubjed  to  the  legilladve  power  of 
Great  Britain."  It  is  moreover  af- 
firmed, in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Conway, 
date4  7  th  November,  ''  T\iz\.  the 
people  in  general  are  averfe  to  taxes 
cf  any  kind  ;  and  that  the  merchants 
of  that  pjace  think  they  have  a  right 
to  every  freedom  of  trade  which  the 
fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  now  enjoy." 
This  opinion  of  theirs  ftrikes  diredly 
at  the  A<51  of  Navigation,  and  other 
fubfequent  laws,  which  from  time  to 
time  have  been  made  in  the  wife 
policy  of  that  a£b  ;  and  fhould  they 
ever  be  encouraged  to  procure  for 
themfelves  that  abfolute  freedom  of 
trade,  which  they  appear  to  defire,  our 
plantations  would  become,  not  only 
of  no  benefit,  but  in  the  highell: 
degree  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
and  welfare  of  their  mother-country  ; 
nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive  a  greater  en- 
couragement, than  the  repealing  of  a 
law,  oppcfed  by  them  on  fuch  prin- 
ciples, and  with  fo  much  contempt  of 
thp  Ibvereignty  of  the  Britifli  legif- 
lature. 

Sthly,  Becaufe,  the  appearance  of 
weaknefs  and  timidity  in  the  govern- 
ment and  parliam.ent  of  this  kingdom, 
which  a  coijceffion  of  this  nature  may 
too  probably  carry  with  it,  has  a  ma- 
nifcft  tendency  to  draw  on  further 
infults,  and  by  lefiening  the  refpe^l  of 
all  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  to  the  dignity 
of  his  crown,  and  authority  of  his 
laws,  throw  the  whole  Britifh  empire 
into  a  miferable  ftate  of  confuiion  and 
anarchy,  with  which  it  fecm.s  by 
many  fymptoms  to  be  dangeroufiy 
threatened  :  and  this  is  the  more  to 
be  feared,  as  the  plea  of  our  North 
American  colonies,  that,  not  being 
xeprcfented  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  they  ought  not  pay  taxes  im- 
pofed  or  levied  upon  them  by  the  au- 
thority thereof,  may  by  tlie  fame 
reafoning  be  extended  to  all  perfons  in 
this  ifland,  who  do  not  adually  vote 
for  members  of  parliament ;  nor  can 
-  we  help  apprehending,  that  the  opi- 
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nion  of  fome  countenance  being  given 
to  fuch  notions  by  the  legiflature  itfelf, 
in  confenting  to  this  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-aft,  may  greatly  promote 
the  contagion  of  a  moil  dangerous 
do(ftrine,  deliruftive  to  all  govern- 
ment, which  has  fpread  itfelf  over  all 
our  North  American  colonies,  that 
the  obedience  of  the  fubje»^l  is  not  due 
to  the  laws  and  Icgiilature  of  the 
realm,  farther  than  he  in  his  private 
judgment  ihall  think  it  conformable 
to  the  ideas  he  has  formed  of  a  free 
conftitution. 

pthly,  Becaufe,  we  think  it  no  ef- 
fe'flual  guard,  or  fecurity,  againit 
this  danger,  that  the  parliament  has 
declared  in  the  relblutions  of  both 
houfes,  pafTed  during  this  feH^on,  and 
now  reduced  into  a  bill.  That  fuch 
notions  are  ill  founded  ;  as  men  will 
always  look  mere  to  deeds  than  v/ords, 
and  may  therefore  incline  to  believe, 
that  the  infurredions  in  our  colonies, 
excited  by  thofe  notions,  having  fo 
far  proved  fuccefsful,  as  to  attain  the 
very  point,  at  which  they  aimed,  the 
immediate  repeal  of  the  fiamp-adt, 
without  any  previous  fubmilTion  on  the 
part  of  the  coIq  lie?,  the  legiilature 
has  in  fad  fubmitced  10  them,  and  has 
only  more  grievoufly  injured  its  own 
dignity  and  authority,  by  verbally  afr 
ferting  that  right,  v/hich  it  fubilan- 
tially  yields  up  to  their  oppofition. 
The  reaibns  aiiigned  for  this  concef- 
iion  render  it  Ibll  more  alarmifig,  as 
they  arife  from  an  illegal  and  hollile 
combination  of  the  people  ot  America, 
to  dillrefs  and  Uarveour  manufadurers, 
and  to  vvith-hold  from  our'  merchants 
the  payment  of  their  jull  debts  :  the 
former  of  v,'hich  meafures  has  only 
been  ppadifed  in  open  war  between 
two  Hates ;  and  the  latter,  we  bL^iieve, 
not  even  in  that  fituation,  either  by 
the  public  or  by  individuals,  among 
the  civilized  nations  of  Europe,  in 
modern  times.  If  this  unprecedented 
plan  of  intimidation  Ihall  meet  with 
fuccefs,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  the 
pradice  of  it  for  other  and  lUll  greater 
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objeels  will  frequently  be  renewed, 
and  cur  manufadurers  and  merchants 
reduced  to  the  like,  and  more  per- 
manent diHrefs  :  we  cannot  therefore 
but  wiili,  that  fome  more  eligible 
method,  conliftent  with  their  future 
fafety  and  cur  dignity,  had  been  taken 
by  parliament,  to  fliew  our  tender 
concern  and  com.paffion  for  their  fuf- 
ferings,  and  to  difcourage  any  other 
fuch  unwarrantable  attempts ;  which 
w^e  are  fully  perfuaded  would  have 
been  very  practicable,  with  due  care 
and  attention,  and  at  an  expencevery 
inferior  to  the  importance  of  the 
objeft. 

Lafily,  Becaufe,  we  are  convinced 
from  the  unanim.ous  telHmony  of  the 
governors,  and  other  officers  of  the 
crown  in  America,  that  if,  by  a  moll 
unhappy  delay  and  neglect  to  provide 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  law,  and 
arm  the  government  there  with  proper 
orders  and  powers,  repeatedly  called 
for  in  vain,  thefe  diliurbances  had  not 
been  continued  and  encreafed,  they 
might  eafily  have  been  quieted  before 
they  had  attained  to  any  dangerous 
height ;  and  we  cannot,  withouc  feel- 
ing the  moll  lively  fenfe  of  grie/  and 
indignation,  hear  arguments  drawn 
from  the  progrefs  of  evils,  which 
fhculd  and  might  have  been  Hopped 
in  their  firfc  and  feeble  beginnings, 
iifed  for  the  ilill  greater  evil  of  fa- 
crif.cing  to  a  prefent  relief  the  highell: 
permanent  intereds,  and  the  whole 
majeity,  power,  and  reputation  of 
government :  This  afHitts  us  the  more 
deeply,  becaufe  it  appears  from  many 
lettefs^  thac  this  law,  if  properly  fup- 
ported  by  government,  would  from 
the  peculiar  circumilances  attending 
the  difcbedience  to  ir,  execute  itfelf 
without  bloodfned.  And  it  is  faid  in 
one  of  the  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway,  **  That  the  principal  view 
is  to  intimidate  the  parliament ;  but 
that  if  it  be  thougiic  prudent  to  en- 
force their  authority,  the  people  dare 
not  oppofe  a  vigorous  refolution  of  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain,"     That 
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vigorous  refolution  has  not  yet  been 
found  in  the  parliament ;  and  we 
greatly  fear,  that  the  want  of  it  will 
certainly  produce  one  of  thefe  two 
fatal  confequences  ;  either  that  the 
repeal  of  this  law  will  in  eiFecl  annul! 
and  abrogate  all  other  laws  and  fla^ 
tutes  relating  to  our  colonies,  and 
particularly  the  ads  that  reftrain  or 
limit  their  commerce,  of  which  they 
are  mo:l  impatient ;  or^  if  we  ihould 
hereafter  attempt  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  thofe  iaw^s  againfl  their  will, 
and  by  virtue  of  an  authority,  which 
they  have  da.ved  to  infult  with  im- 
punity^ and  fiiccefs,  that  endeavour 
will  bring  upon  us  all  thols  evils  and 
inconveniencies,  to  the  fear  of  whida 
we  now  f^crifice  the  fovereignty  of 
the  realm ;  and  tljis  at  a  time  when 
the  ftrength  of  our  colonies,  as  well 
as  their  deiire  of  a  total  independence 
on  the  legiilature  and  government  of 
their  mother-country,  m?.y  be  greatly 
augmented,  and  v/hen  the  circurn- 
dances  and  difpofitions  of  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  may  render  the 
conteft  far  more  dangerous  and  for- 
midable to  this  kingdom. 
Bedford  Scaridale 

Coventry  Lyttelton 

Bricgewater       Dunk  Hallifax 
Temple  Eglingtoun 

Buckingham      SuiroJic  and  Berkfhirc 
Wentworth        Ab^rcorn 
Sandwich  Vere 

Bolino;broke       Trevor 
Marliaorough      Thomas  Briilol 
W.  Glcucei^sr   Ferrers 
Ker  Grofvenor 

Leigh  Townlhend 

Bangor  Dudley  and  Ward 

Waldegrave        Charles  Carlille 
Aylesford  Powis 

Gower  Hyde. 

We'/rnouth 


Die  Lume,    ij^  Martii^    lj66. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read 

for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 

entituled,  '  An  Aft  to  rep e:^ I  an 

Acl   piade  in  tliC  lail   Ser.cii   of 

Pa.  liament,* 
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Parliament/  cntituled,    '  An  Ad 
for  granting  and  applying  certain 
Stamp  Duties,  and  other  Duties 
in  the  Britifli  Colonies  and  Plan- 
tations in  America,  towards  fur- 
tEer  defraying  the  Expenccs  of  de- 
fending, proteding,  ^nd  fecuring 
the  fame,  and  for  amending  fuch 
Parts  of  the  feveral  A£ls  of  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  Trade  and 
Revenues  of  the  faid  Colonies  and 
Plantations,  as  dire<^  the  Manner 
©f  determining  and  recovering  the 
Penalties   and  Forfeitures  therein 
mentioned.'     Then   the  faid  Bill 
was  read  a  thii'd  Time,  and  it  be- 
ing propofed  to  pafs  the  Bill,  the 
fame  was  objeded  to.    After  fome 
Debate  th-ci-eupon,   the    Queition 
was  put.  Whether   the   faid   Bill 
fhall  pafs :  It  was  refolved  in  the 
Ainrm.ative. 
DiJJentient, 
ift.  Becaufe   we   think,    that   the 
declaratory   bill  we  pall  laft  week, 
tannot  poiTibly  obviate  the  growing 
mifchiefs  in  America,  where  it  may 
feem  calculated  only  to  deceive  the 
people  of  Great-Britain,  by  holding 
forth  a  deiufive  and  nugatory  affirm- 
ance of  the  legiilative  right  of  this 
kingdom^  whilit  the  enading  part  of 
it  docs  no  more  than  abrogate  the 
rcfolutions  of  the  houfe  of  reprcfen- 
tatives  in  the  North-American  colo- 
nies, which  have  not  in   them.feives 
the  leaft  colour   of  authority  ;    and 
tieclares  that,    which   is    apparently 
and  certainly  criminal,  only  null  and 
void. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  particular  ob- 
;e6tions,  which  have  been  made  to 
"the  ftamp  a«5l  in  North- America,  and 
which  have  been  adopted  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Debates  upon  this  bill 
for  repealing  it,  are  in  fad  contra- 
dsded  by  undeniable  evidence  upon 
GUI  table;  it  liaving  been  urged, 
firll,  That  all  the  money  to  be  col- 
leOed  by  this  tax  was  to  be  annually 
remitted  hither,  and  that  the  Norths 
Amecicaji  colonies  would  thereby  be 


drained  of  all  their  fpecie ;  and  /c« 
condly.  That  the  inftitution  of  vice- 
admiralty  courts  in  thofe  colonies, 
for  the  recovery  of  penalties  upon 
revenue  laws  v/ithout  juries,  is  a  no- 
vel practice,  by  means  of  which  his 
Majefty's  fubjects  in  thofe  dominions, 
'  wouid  be  deprived  of  one  of  their 
moll  valuable  liberties,  trials  by  ju- 
ries, and  in  this  refpedt  diftinguifhed 
from  their  fellow  fubjefts  in  Great- 
Britain  ;'  and  would  like  wife  be  lia- 
ble to  the  greatell  inconvenience, 
vexation  and  injuflice,  through  the 
option  left  to  any  profecutor  to  call 
vhem  from  one  end  of  that  exteniivc 
continent  to  the  other ;  and  through 
the  temptation  to  the  judge,  to  con- 
demn rather  than  to  acquit,  from  his 
being  paid  by  poundage  of  the  con- 
demnation-money :  whereas,  with 
regard  to  the  firit  of  thefe  objections, 
it  appears  by  the  m.inute  of  the  late 
board  of  treafjry  laid  before  this 
houfe,  and  dated  on  the  9th  day  of 
July  lail,  that  the  fulleil  directions* 
had  been  fent  to  the  feveral  officers 
of  the  revenue,  '  that  in  order  to 
obviate  the  inconvenience  of  bring- 
ing into  this  kingdom  the  money  to 
be  raifed  by  the  Hamp  duties,  all  the 
produce  of  the  American  duties  arifing 
or  to  arile,  by  virtue  (S  any  Britilh 
aft  of  parliament,  Ihould,  from  time 
to  time,  be  paid  to  the  deputy  pay- 
m^afler  in  America ,  to  defray  the  fub- 
fillence  of  the  troops,  and  any  mili-r 
tary  expences  incurred  in  the  colo- 
nies :'  and  v/ith  regard  to  the  fecond 
objeftion,  it  is  mxanifeil,  from  fun- 
dry  acts  of  parliament,  that  a  jurif- 
di(5l;on  has  been  afllgned  to  the  judges 
of  tjiofe  courts,  for  the  recovery  of 
penalties  upon  the  laws  of  revenue 
and  of  trade,,  wi.hout  juries,  for 
near  a  century  pad,  from  the  conli- 
deration  (as  we  apprehend)  that  in 
fomc  of  the  colonics  they  are  the  only 
j  udges  not  elefted  by  the  people  : 
and  fo  far  it  is  from  being  true,  that 
the  fubjeds  In  North-America,  by 
being  deprived  in  thefc  cafes  of  trials 
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by  juries,  were  in  thatrefpeft  diftin- 
guiflied  from  their  fellow  fubjefts  in 
Great-Britain ;    that,    in   this   very 
inftance  of  the  ftamp  duties,  the  pe- 
nalties,    which    by    the    American 
ftanip   a*^    were    made    recoverable 
without  a  jury  before  a  judge  of  the 
vice- admiralty  court,  are,  by  the  laws 
now  in  force  for  colleding  the  ilamp 
duties  in  Great-Britain,  recoverable 
alfo  without  a  jury,  before  two  juilices 
of  the  peace,  with  the  like  powers  in 
both  cafes,  which  we  earneiily  wifh 
were  not  ftill  more  neceffary  for  the 
collefticn  of  the  public  revenue  in 
America  than  in  Great-Britain  ;  and 
which  we  fhould  be  moit  defirous,  if 
pofhble,  to  alleviate  in  both  coun- 
tries :  with   this  vievv^,  and  to   take 
away  all  juft  occaiion  for  difcontent, 
we  were  very  glad  to  find  by  the  re- 
prefentation  from  the  late  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  to  his  Majefty 
in  council,  dated  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  laii,  that  the  ftrideft  attention 
had  been  given  by  that  board  to  pre- 
vent the  inconvenience  and  injuflice 
above-mentioned,  by  a  plan  lo  efla- 
blifh  three  different  courts   of  vic^- 
admiralty    at    the    moft   convenient 
places,  with  proper  diftridls  annexed 
to  each;  and  to  give  the  judges  fiiifi- 
cient  and  honourable  falaries  in  lieu 
of  all  poundage  and  fees  Vvhatfoever  : 
but  we  cannot  obferve,  without  the 
higheft   concern  and  furprize,    that 
this  reprefentation,  founded  upon  a 
claufe  inferted  in  the  fianip  adt  for 
this  very  purpofe,  and  exprefsly  cal- 
culated to  relieve  his  Majefty's  fub- 
je£ls   in   North-America  from  many 
unneceilary  hardfliips  and  oppreiTions, 
to  which  they  are  nov/  liable  by  many 
other  laws   frill  fubiiiiing,  fliould  be 
totally  difregarded  for  feveral  months, 
and  be  funered  :o  remain  unexecuted 
in  every  part  of  it  even  to  this  day  ; 
and  that  no  notice  whatever  Ihould 
be  taken,  in  any  of  the  difpatches 
from  the    prefeat    adm.iniflracion   to 
the    governors    of    the    colonies    in 
North-America,  of  the  timely  care 
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which  had  been  employed  to  obviate 
the  objeftions  raifed  on  both  thofe 
heads :  efpecially,  as  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  meafures  to  be  purfued,  in 
confequence  of  that  minute  and  re« 
prefentation,  had  been  fully  opened 
and  approved  in  parliament,  at  the 
time  v^hen  the  ilamp  acl  was  pro- 
pofed  ;  and  as  the  total  negled  of  it 
has  given  occafion  to  great  clamour 
and  diiTatisfaftion  in  the  colonies* 
We  cannot  help  further  obferving, 
that  as  the  Hamp  adt  was  not  to  take 
place  till  the  i  ft  of  November,  if  the 
parliament  had  been  called  early, 
their  determinations,  either  for  en- 
forcing or  repealing  that  law,  would 
probably  have  delivered  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  here  from 
all  the  diliiculties  and  diftrefs  to  which 
they  have  been  for  fo  many  months 
expofed  ;  nor  would  the  diforders  in 
America,  where  all  government  is 
proftrate,  have  rifen  to  fo  great  a 
height,  cr  taken  {o  deep  a  root. 

5dly.  Becaufe  the  argument  which 
has  been  ufed  in  favour  of  this  bill  of 
repeal,  that  the  experiment  of  the 
ftamp  act  has  been  tried,  and  has 
failed,  is  extremely  ill  founded ;  as 
it  manlfeftly  appears  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  papers  laid  before  us, 
that  if  this  experiment  had  been  pro- 
perly tried,  v^/"tli  the  fame  zeal  for 
its  fuccefs  v/ith  which  it  was  firfl:  pro* 
pofed,  it  would  not  have  failed  ia 
any  of  the  colonies :  and  that  tliis 
v/as  the  opinion  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  governors  in  North-Am-erica,  and 
of  many  of  the  moll  intelligent  and 
refpedable  perfons  in  thcfe  provinces, 
for  fome  time  after  this  aft  was  pafTed, 
is  evident  beyond  a  doubt,  from  the 
letters  of  the  form.er  now  upon  our 
table,  and  from  the  latter  having  ap- 
plied for,  and  accepted  the  office  of 
diftributors  of  the  ftam.ps  under  that 
aft,  v/hich  they  certainly  would  not 
have  done,  and  thereby  have  expofed 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  vio- 
lence and  outrages  v/hich  they  ha\'^ 
iince  undergone^   if  they  had  thea 

thought 
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thought  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure  in 
any  degree  precarious :  nor  have  we 
heard  of  any  impradicability  attend- 
ing this  law  in  Jamaica  and  Barba- 
does,  and  fome  other  of  the  Weft- 
India  illands,  or  in  thofe  of  our  co- 
lonies in  North- America,  where  it 
has  been  executed. 

4thly.  Becaufe  a  precedent  of  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  lending 
their  power,  from  motives  of  fear  or 
impatience  under  a  prefent  uneali- 
nefs,  to  overturn  in  one  month  a  plan 
of  meafures,  undertaken  with  their 
warmeft  approbation  and  concurrence, 
after  the  moft  mature  deliberation  of 
two  years  together,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  cur  revenue,  and  the  relief 
of  our  people,  will  efreclually  dif- 
courage  all  oiilcers  of  the  crown  in 
America  from  doing  their  duty,  and 
executing  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  ; 
and  is  enough  to  deter  future  mini- 
llers,  in  any  circumiiances  of  diilreis 
or  danger  to  their  country,  from  op- 
pofmg  their  fortitude  and  zeal  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public,  to  ftrong  com- 
binations of  private  and  particular 
interefts,  to  the  clamour  of  multitudes, 
or  the  malice  of  fadion  ;  which  mull 
neceiTarily  bring  on  fuch  a  weaknefs 
and  pufillanimity  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  government,  as  will  foon  end 
in  the  downfal  and  ruin  of  the  Irate. 

Laflly.  Becaufe  the  repeal  of  this 
law  under  the  prefent  circumflances, 
will,  we  fear,  not  only  furrender  the 
honour  and  ellential  interefts  of  the 
kingdom  now  and  for  ever,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  but  will  alfo  deep- 
ly affetSl  the  fundamental  principlc.> 
of  our  confdtution  ;  for  if  we  pafs 
this  bill  again  ft  our  opinion,  from 
the  threats  and  compuhion  publicly 
avowed  in  our  colonics,  and  enforced 
by  the  moft  unjuftiiir.ble  means  within 
Great-Britain,  we  difclaim  that  Ic- 
gifiative  authority  over  the  fubjcds, 
which  we  own  ourielves  unable  to 
maintain.  If  we  give  our  confcnt  to 
it  here,  without  a  full  con vidlion  that 
it   is    ri<^at,    aieiely  becaufe   it    has 


paffed  the  other  houfe,  by  declining 
to  do  our  duty  on  the  moft  important 
occafion  which  can  ever  prefent  itfelf, 
and  where  our  interpofition,  for  many 
obvious  reafons,  would  be  peculiarly 
proper ;  we  in  effect  annihilate  this 
branch  of  the  Icgiilature,  and  vote 
ourfelves  ufelefs.  Or  if  by  paffing 
this  bill,  we  mean  to  juftify  thofe, 
who  in  Am.erica,  and  even  in  Great- 
Britain,  have  treated  a  ferics  of  Eri- 
tifti  acts  of  parliament  as  fo  many 
acts  of  tyranny  and  opprefTion,  which 
it  is  fcarcely  criminal  to  refift- ;  or 
thofe  officers  of  the  crown,  Vvho,  un- 
der the  eye,  and  with  the  knovv'ledge 
of  government,  have  taken  upon 
themfelves,  whilft  the  parliament  was 
fitting,  without  its  confent,  to  fuf- 
pend  the  execution  of  the  ftamp  a«5l, 
by  admitting  fliips  from  the  colonies, 
with  unftampt  clearances,  to  an  en- 
try, in  direil  violation  of  it,  which 
from  the  papers  upon  our  table  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done  ;  we  Ihall 
then  give  our  approbation  to  an  open 
breach  of  the  firft  article  of  that  great 
palladium  of  our  liberties,  the  bill  of 
rights ;  by  which  it  is  declared, 
*  That  the  pretended  power  of  fuf- 
pending  of  laws,  or  the  execution  of 
laws,  by  regal  authority,  without 
confent  of  parliament,  is  illegal.* 
Laftiy,  If  we  ground  our  proceedings 
upon  the  opinion  ol  thofe  who  have 
contended  in  this  houfe,  that  from 
the  conftitution  of  our  colonies  they 
ought  never  to  be  taxtd,  even  for 
tlieir  own  immediate  defence,  we 
fear  that  fuch  a  declaration,  by  which 
near  a  fifth  part  of  the  fubje<Ss  of 
Great-Britain,  who  by  the  ads  of 
parliament  to  reftrain  the  preiling  of 
feamen  in  America,  are  already  ex- 
empted from  furnilhing  men  to  our 
navy,  are  to  be  for  ever  exempted 
from  contributing  their  fliare  toward.s 
their  own  fupport  in  money  Jikewlfe, 
will,  from  the  flagrant  partiality  and 
injuftice  of  it,  cither  depopulate  this 
kingdom,  or  fhake  the  bafis  of  equal- 
ity,   and   of  th:it  original  compact, 

upcu 


PRIOR       DOCUM 

tip(^on  which  every  Codety  is  founded  ;     Temple 

and  as  we  believe,  that  there  is  no  Abercorn 
inltance  of  fuch  a  permanent  exemp- 
tion of  fo  large  a  body  of  the  fubjeils 
of  any  ftate  in  any  hilbry,  antient  or 
modern,  we  are  extremely  apprehen- 
sive of  the  fatal  Gonfcquences  of  this 
unhappy  meafure  j  to  which,  for 
thefe  reafons,  in  additi&n  to  thofe 
contained  in  the  protell  of  the  nth 
of  this  month,  our  duty  to  the  King, 
and  juftice  to  our  country,  oblige  us 
to  enter  this  our  folemn  diiTent. 
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Dudley  and  Ward 
Suffolk  and  Berkfhire 
Leigh 

Bridgewater 
Gower 
Grofvenor 
Powis 
JCer 


Scarfdale 

J.  Bangor 

Trevor 

Hyde 

Marlborough 

Sandwich 

Charles  Carlifle   Lyttelton 

Weymouth  Effex 

Thomas  Briilol     Ferrers 

W.  Gloucelier       Aylesford 

Buckincrhamlhire  Vere 


R.  Durefme  Eglintoun. 

[Here  the  difpute  feems  to  have  Ceafed — until  it  was  revived  the  next  feffion 
of  parliament  (1776-7),  when  the  following  letters  and  papers  were  laid  upon 
the  table;  which  have  not  been  printed  before] 
Copy  cf  Mr.  Secretary  Conxvay's  Cir-    which   are    the  natural,    and  I  trull 

cular  Letter  to  his  Mojefly^ s  Governors     wiil  be  the  certain  eifedls  of  fo  much 


in  America. 

Si.  "james^y  March  31,  1766. 
S  I  R, 

Herevv'ith  I  have  the  pleafure  of 
tranf  nitting  to  you  copies  of  two  afts 
of  parliament  juft  pail,  the  iirit  for 
fecuring  the  juit  dependency  of  the 
colonies  on  the  mother-country,  the 
fecond  for  the  repeal  of  the  a£l  of  the 
lall  fefiion,  granting  certain  llamp- 
duties  in  America  ;  and,  I  expeft 
ftortiy,  to  fend  you  a  third  for  the 
indemnity  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  impofed  by  the 
ad  juil  repealed,  as  fuch  a  bill  is  now 
depending,  and  has  made  a  conil- 
derabie  progrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

The  moderation,  the  forbearance, 
the  unexampled  lenity  and  tendernefs 
of  pariiauient  towards  the  colonies,'^ 
which  are  fo  fignally  difplayed  in  thofe 
a6ts,  cannot  but  difpofe  the  province 
committed  to  your  care,  to  that  return 
of  chearful  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
legiflative  authority  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  thofe  fentiments  of  refpeclful 
gratitude     to     the    mother- country. 


grace  and  condefcenfion  fo  remarkably 
manifelled  on  the  part  of  his  Mar. 
jelly  and  of  the  parliament,  and  the 
future  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the 
colonies,  will  \try  much  depend  on 
the  telHmonies  they  Ihall  now  give  of 
thefe  difpontions. 

For  as  a  dutiful  and  aiteftionate  re^ 
turn  to  fach  peculivar  proofs  of  induK 
gence  and  afrefdon,  may  now  at  this 
great  crifis  be  ameansof  f.xing  the  mu^ 
tualinterefts  and  inclinations  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  on  the  molt 
firm  and  folid  foundations,  it  cannot 
but  appear  v-fible  that  the  leaft  cool- 
nefs  or  unthankfulnefs,  the  leail  mur- 
muring or  diflatisfadionon  any  ground 
whatever,  of  former  heat,  or  too 
much  prevailing  prejudice,  may  fa- 
tally endanger  that  union,  and' give 
the  moft  feyere  and  affecting  blow  to 
the  future  interells  of  bodi  coun-. 
tries. 

You  would  think  it  fcarce  pcfli ble, 
I  imagine,  that  tne  paternal  care  of 
his  Majelly  for  his  colonies,  or  the 
lenity  and  indulgence  of  the  parlia- 
ment li:ou]d  go  farther  than  I  have 


The  variations  contained  in   the  following  notes  on  this  letter,  were  the 
particular  alterations  in  the  letier  fent  to  Geneial  Gage. 

[*  Which  are  fo  fignally  difplav'ed  in  thofe  ads,  cannot  but  difpofe   the 
colonies  to  that  chearful  ohediaice,  &c.j 
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already  mentioned  ;  yet  fo  full  of  true 
magnanimity  are  the  fentiments  of 
both,  and  fo  free  from  the  fmallell 
colour  of  paflion  or  prejudice,  that 
they  feem  hot  only  difpofed  to  forgive 
but  to  forget  thofe  mofl  unjuftifiable 
marks  of  an  undutiful  difpofition  too 
frequent  in  the  late'tranfadlions  of  the 
colonies,  and  which  for  the  honor  of 
thole  colonies  it  were  to  be  wilhed  had 
been  more  difcountenanced  and  dif- 
couraged  by  thofe  who  had  knowledge 
to  condudl  themfelves  otherwife. 

A  revifion  of  the  late  American 
trade  laws  is  going  to  be  the  imme- 
diate objed  of  parliament,  nor  will 
the  late  tranfaftions  there,  however 
provoking,  I  dare  fay,  prevent  the 
full  operation  of  that  kind  and  in- 
dulgent difpofition  prevailing  in  both 
his  Majefty  and  parliament,  to  give 
the  trade  and  intereft  of  America 
every  refref  which  the  true  ilate  of 
their  circumftances  demanded  or  ad- 
mits. 

Nothing  will  tend  more  effeflually 
to  every  conciliating  pur^'ofe,  and 
there  is  nothing  therefore  I  have  in 
command  more  earneiily  to  require  of 
you,  than  that  you  fhould  exert  your- 
felf  *  in  recommending  it  ftrongly  to 
the  afTembly,  that  full  and  ample 
compenfation  be  made  to  thofe,  who 
from  the  madnefs  of  the  people  have 
fuffered  for  their  deference  to  a6ls  of 
the  Britiih  legiflature,  and  you  will 
be  particularly  attentive  that  fuch  per- 
fons  Be  eiTeftually  fecured  from  any 
further  infult,  and  that  as  far  as  in 
you  lies,  you  v/ill  take  care  by  your 
example  and  influence,  that  they  may 
be  treated  with  that  refpeft  to  their 
perfons,  and  that  julHce  in  regard  to 
ull  their  pretenfions  which  their  merits 
and  fuiferings  undoubtedly  claim. — 
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The  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, which  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand f  I  tranfmit  to  you  to  be  laid 
before  the  afiembly,  will  fhew  you 
the  fenfe  of  that  houfe  on  thofe  points, 
and  am  perfuaded  it  will,  as  it  moft 
certainly  ought  to  be  the  glory  of  that 
afiembly,  to  adopt  and  imitate  thefe 
fentiments  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
founded  on  the  cleareft  principles  of 
humanity  and  juilice. 

I  mention  one  circiimftance  in 
particular  that  Ihould  X  recommend 
thofe  unhappy  people,  whom  the  out- 
rage of  the  populace  had  driven  from 
America,  to  the  afteftion  of  all  that 
country,  which  is,  that  unprovoked  by 
the  injuries  they  had  fuffered,  to  a 
forgetfulnefs  of  what  they  owed  to 
truth  and  their  country,  they  gave 
their  teilimonies  with  knowledge  but 
without  paffion  or  prejudice,  and  thofe 
teilimonies  had,  I  believe,  great 
weight  in  perfuading  the  repeal  of 
the  Ilamp-aft. 

I  have  only  to  add,  v/hich  I  do 
with  great  pleafure,  tiiat  every  part 
of  your  coijdudl  has  had  the  intire 
and  hearty  approbation  of  your  fo- 
vereignll,  and  that  the  judicious  re- 
prefentations  in  favour  of  your  pro- 
vince, which  appear  in  your  letters 
laid  before  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
feem  to  have  their  full  weight  in  all 
thofe  parts  of  the  American  interefls 
to  v/hich  they  relate,  and,  as  his  Ma- 
jelly  honors  you  with  his  fulleft  ap- 
probation, both  for  the  firmnefs  and 
for  the  temperance  of  your  condud, 
fo  I  hope  your  province  will  be  fcn- 
fible  of  their  obligations  to  you,  and 
will  cordially  feel  Vv'hat  they  owe  to  a 
governor  whom  no  outrage  could  pro- 
voke to  refentment,  nor  any  infult 
induce  to  relax  in  his  endeavour  to 
perfuade 

['  In  ■perCnading  ihat  fuH,  Sec] 

[t  I  have  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  governors  to  be  laid  before  the 
aflemblies,  will  flicw  you  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe  on  thofe  points,  and  lam 
perfuaded,  need  not  prefs  you  to  exert  your  utmoll  endeavours  to  excite  every 
where  a  fpirit  of  obedience  and  fubmifilon  among  the  people.] 

[X  Which  ought  to  recommend,  &c.]  • 

[il  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Major  James,  whofe  fnirited  condudl  in 
his  poU  at  New-York,  and  his  unprejudiced  rcprefcntaiions  here  muH  do  him 
creat 
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-perfuade  his  Majefty  to  fhew  indul- 
gence and  favour  even  to  the  oiFend- 
ing  part  of  his  people.     lam,  Sec. 

H.  S.  Conway. 

T'o  Gonjernor  Bernard. 

Like  letters  to  the  governors  of 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Connecticut, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which, 
j^i^ead  of  the  laft  paragraphs,  con- 
clude with  the  following  one  : 

**  Your  fituation,  which  has  made 
you  a  witnefs  of  the  diftradions  of 
that  country,  will  enable  you  to  form 
the  belt  judgment  of  the  behaviour 
which  your  province  ought  to  ufe 
upon  this  occafion,  and  of  the  argu- 
inents  which  you  ought  to  employ  to 
enforce  the  necefTity  of  fuch  a  beha- 
viour as  is  fuitable  to  their  prefent 
circumllances.*' 

The  three  laft  paragraphs  are  omit- 
ted in  the  letters  to  the  governors  of 
Pennfvlvania,  New-Hampfhire,  and 
South-Carolina,  which  conclude  with 
the  paragraph  as  above,  with  this 
addition  to  Pennfylvania : 

"  I  am  glad  to  find  that  things  have 
remained  quiet  in  your  government: 
By  his  Majefty's  commands  I  tranfmit 
you  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  be  laid  before  your  af- 
fembly,  whom  you  will  at  the  fame 
time  affure  of  his  Majefty's  appro- 
bation of  the  wife  and  prudent  as 
well  as  dutiful  behaviour  which  tlie 
province  of  Pennfylvania  has  held, 
amidft  the  too  prevailing  diftradions 
which  have  fo  generally  agitated  the 
other  colonies. 

**  This  behaviour  of  your  province 
reflects  honor  on  your  adminiilration, 
and  I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform 
you,    that   your  ov/n  condud  meets 
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with   his   Majefty *s   approbation.** 

"And  to  New-Hamp(hire  with  the 
following  paragraph  : 

**  By  his  Majefty's  commands,  I 
tranfmit  to  you  the  refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
on  the  occafion  of  the  late  difturbances 
in  America,  to  be  laid  before  the 
afTembly." 

The  three  faid  laft  paragraphs  are 
l.-kevvife  omitted  to  the  governors  of 
Quebec,  Nova-Scotia,  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Florida,  and  Weft-India  Iflands,  and 
the  following  one  was  made  ufe  of: 

*'  I  am  glad  to  find  there  have  been 
no  difturbances  in  your  *  province  on 
this  occafion,  and  I  am  confident,  I 
need  not  point  out  to  you  the  beha* 
viour  which  it  becomes  the  colonies 
to  ufe  at  this  time,  or  the  arguments 
which  you  ought  to  employ  to  enforce 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  behaviour  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  things." 
N.  B.  The  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  were  alfo  tranfmitted  to 

them. 


Copy  of  a  circular  Letter  to   his  Ma* 
jejiy^s  Go-vernors  in  America, 

Whitehall,  July  lo,  1766. 
SIR, 
I  fend  you  herewith  inclofed,  ''  An. 
A 61,  ^'ntitled,  an  A£l  for  repealing 
certain  Duties  in  the  Britifh  Colonies 
and  Plantations,  granted  by  feveral 
A6ls  of  Parliament,  Sec.  and  for 
granting  other  Diities  inft^ad  there- 
of," which  I  make  no  doubt  will  be 
received  and  confidered  as  a  further 
proof  of  the  king  and  parliament's 
attention  to  the  interefts  and  prof* 
perity  of  his  Majefty's  American  fub- 
jeds.         I  am,  &c. 

Richmond,  &c» 


great  credit  with  all  honeft  men.     It  is  by  his  Majefty's  commands  that  1  re* 
commend  him  not  only  to  your  proteftion  but  to  your  favour. 

Your  laft  letters  of  the  22d  of  February  are  juft  received  :  I  cannot  now 
give  you  a  particular  anfwer;  your  own  knowledge  of  things  and  prudence^ 
will  make  any  particular  direction  needlefs. 

ToMajor-G£?ieralGage.  I  am,  &c.      H.  S.  Conway.]   . 

r  *  Government.] 

N2  Ccpy 
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X:opy  vf  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
lurti0  to  Sir  Henry  MoorCy  Go-vernor 
cf  Ne^u-Tor^ . 

Whitehall y  Auguf  (^,  17  66. 
S  I  R, 
I  took  the  firfl  opportunity,  after 
his  Majefty  had  been  moft  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  intruft  me  with  the  fe'als  ot 
the  fouthern  d£partment,  to  lay  before 
him  your  letter  of  the-  20th  of  Jun^s 
giving  an  account  of  the  general  fatif- 
fadlion  exprelfed  by  all  ranks  and  de- 
grees of  people  on  the  repeal  of  the 
ilamp-act,  and  likevvife  your  reafons 
for  affenting  to  a  bill  for  providing 
barracks,  frewood,  candles,  bedding 
and  utenfib  for  the  kitchen  for  the 
king's  troops  as  demanded,  notwith- 
Handing  the  articles  of  fait,  vinegar, 
cyder  and  beer,  be  net  included,  under 
a  "pretence  that  they  are  not  provided 
for  troops  lodged  in  barracks  in 
Europe, 

I  have  his  Majefty's  commands  to 
acquaint  you   of  the  fatisfaclion    he 
feels  in  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds, 
arifing  from  the  tender  .care  and  con- 
fideraaon  of  his  parliament ;  but  I  am 
ordered  to  fignify  to  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  as  it  is  the  indifpenfible 
duty  of  his   fubjeds.  in   America  to 
obey    the  afts  of  rhe   legiilature   of 
Great-Britain,  the  k>.q:  both  expefts 
and  requires  a  due  and  che  irful  obe- 
dience to  the  fame  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
-doubted  that  his  M;jeay's  province  of 
New-York,  aftt  r  the  lenity  of  Greixt- 
Britain  fo  recently  extended  to  Ame- 
rica, wiil  not  fail  duly  to  carry  into 
execution  the  a6l  of  parliament  p.iffed 
laft    feffion    for    quarreling  his  Ma- 
jedy's  troops»   in  tke  full  extent  and 
meaning  of  the  aft,  without  referring 
to  the  ufage  of  other  parts  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  dominions,  where  the  legiilature 
has  thought  proper  to  pielcnbe  dif- 
ftreni  regulations,  and  which  cannot 
be  altered  any  inoie  than  in  North- 
America,    except   upon    a  rcfpeftful 
aiid  well-grounded  reprefentation  of 
th?    fiardOiip    or    inconvenienc?  :— 
Thcfc  confederations,  I  an>  convinced. 
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muft  of  themfelves  have  fo  much 
weight  with  the  aflembly  of  New- 
York,  not  only  in  the.  prefent  con-r 
junfture,  when  it  is  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  the  minds  of  men  retain  fenfible 
impreflions  of  what  has  lately  pafTed, 
but  upon  other  occafions  which  may 
call  for  a  ready  obedirnce,  that  I 
cannot  think  it  necelfary  for  me  to 
enlarge  further  upon  their  importance ; 
I  muil  only.  Sir,  in  general,  add, 
that  I  hope  and  believe,  that  a  very 
little  time,  together  with  that  temr 
perate  adminiltration  of  government, 
which  your  regard  to  the  people  under 
it  mufi  make  }Ou  naturally  incline  to, 
and  that  firmn-^fs  which  your  duty  to 
ihe  king  equally  requires,  will  allay 
whatever  remains  of  thofe  heats  which, 
have  fo  unhappily  for  America  pre- 
vailed, and  which,  if  continued,  muft 
prove  of  the  mcft  fatal  confequence  to 
whatever  province  they  are  fuffercd  in* 
I  ain  therefore  perfuaded,  that  the 
affembly  will  lofe  no  occafion  that 
offers,  of  convincing  his  Majeliy,  that 
the  people  of  New- York  will  yield  to 
no  other  part  of  his  Majefty 's  fabjefts 
in  duty,  loyalty,  and  obedience,  to 
fuch  laws  as  the  king  and  pa;;Jiament 
have  thought  proper  to  enaft,  for 
their  benefit  and  protection. 

lam,  i^c.  Sh'elburne. 


Copy  of  a  fetterfxo?n  the  Ear  I  of  She!- 
burne  to  Go-vernor  Bernard. 

Whitehall^  ^ept.  13,  1766. 
S  I  R, 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before 
the  king  your  letters  of  the  29th  of 
June  and  19th  of  July  laft,  together 
with  the  inclofures  therein  contained, 
and  I  have  received  his  Majefty 's 
commands  to  communicate  them  to 
fuch  of  his  fervants  as  he  thinks  proper 
ufually  to  confult  upon  his  moft  im- 
portant affairs,  as  foon  as  the  feafon 
of  the  year  will  conveniently  admit  of 
tl>eir  meeting  for  this  and  other  pur- 
pofes.  \\\  the  mean  time  ))!s  Ma- 
jefty is  extremely  forry  to  obferve  any  • 
degree  of  ill  temper  remaining  in  his    \ 

colony 
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jeoIgrv  of  Mafrachufet*s-Bay,  or  that 
points  fhould  be  fo  improperly  agi- 
tated, as  to  tend  tothe  revival  of  dif- 
putes  which  every  friend  to  Araerica 
mull  vviih  to  be  forgotten.  They  have 
leen  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain 
give  due  attention  to  all  well-founded 
complaints  of  the  provinces,  notwith- 
Handing  they  appeared  to  them  in 
ibme  parts  not  fo  properly  urged,  and 
■though  the  legiflature  will  certainly, 
on  all  juft  occsHons,  exercifs  and  en- 
force its  legiflative  power  over  the 
;colonies,  yet  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  it  will  exert  it  with  a  due  regard 
■to  the  nature  of  their  connexion  v/iiji 
the  mother-country. 

Upon  this  occafion  it  is  proper  to 
cbferve  in  general,  that  the  eafs  and 
honor  of  his  Majefty's  government  in 
America  will  greatly  depend  on  the 
temper  and  wifdom  of  thofc  who  are 
intruded  with  the  adminillration  there, 
^nd  that  they  ought  to  be  perfons  dif- 
daining  narrow  views,  private  com- 
■binations,  and  partial  attachments. 
It  is  with  great  pieafure.  Sir,  that  I 
have  obferved  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  conduced  yourfelf  during 
the  difputes  of  the  lall  year,  which  i 
cannot  do  without  highly  approving 
your  attention  and  watchfulnefs  on 
the  one  hand  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  government,  and  on  the  other-,  the 
-tcndernefs  and  altedion  which  ap- 
peared in  all  your  letters  towards  the 
people  under  your  government. — A 
temperate  conduft,  founded  on  the 
true  bafis  of  public  good,  avoiding 
all  unnecefiary  reierve  where  nothing 
xirbitrary  is  thought  of,  and  nothing 
unreafonable  required,  muii  carry 
conviftion  to  the  hearts  of  the  de- 
luded, conciliate  the  minds  of  all, 
and  infure  the  confidence  of  his  Md- 
jelly's  loyal  and  loving  fubjeds  of 
America. 

Upon  thefe  confiderations  I  am  per- 
-fuaded  that  the  aiTembly  w^ll  imme- 
diately, upon  their  meeting,  fall  into 
meaiures  to  terminate  all  local  dif- 
,iiculties  which  appear  by  your  ac- 
counts to  have  hitherto  prevented  that 
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com  plian€e  which  will  be  expefted  by 
parliament,  with  the  recommendations 
you  have  been  required  to  make,  in 
confequence  of  the  refolutions  bf  both 
houfss.— It  is  impoflible  to  conceive, 
that  they  will  fuffer  any  private,  con- 
fiderations to  intejfere  with  their  defirc 
■of  fhewing  a  proper  dnCe  of  that  pa- 
'ternal  regard  which  they  have  ex- 
perienced from  his  Majefly,  and  that 
attention  which  parliament  has  given 
to  their  complaints,  vyhich  can  never 
be  done  with  more  propriety  than  by 
granting,  with  thi;  utmoft  chearful- 
nefs,  a  juft  compenfatlon  to  thofe  who 
have  fuffered  by  the  late  diforders. 

,Iam,  Sec.  Shelrurne. 


Exiracl  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Go-' 
'-cer?ior  Bull  to  Mr.  Secretary  Con'ivay, 
[  Recei'ved  June  30.] 
Charks-To-ujn,  May  g,    1766. 
S  I  R, 

By  the  Hilifoorough  Packet  on  tlie 
15th  of  lail  month,  I  received  the 
honour  of  your  letter  (a  duplicate, 
the  original  never  having  reached  me) 
dated  the  24th  of  Odober,  1765,  fig- 
nifying  his  Majelly's  pieafure  in  regard 
to  the  fjppreiiion  of  riots  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  it  is  with  no  fmall  fatis- 
£ii5lion  I  refled  that  my  behaviour  in 
that  delicate  conjundlure  has  been  re- 
gulated in  the  fame  manner  which 
his  Majeily  has  graciouily  thought  Ht 
to  command  his  governors  to  obferve. 

I  am  to  acquaint  /you,  -  Sir,  that 
within  thefe  two  days  we  haye  re- 
ceived accounts  from  various  parts 
that  the  llamp-aft  is  certainly  re- 
pealed, which  nre  attended  with  cir- 
cumdances  that  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  the  truth  thereof.  •  The  joy 
of  the  people  en  this  occafion  was 
demonllrated  by  running  almoil  to 
evcefs,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  re- 
lieved, not  only  from  the  diitrefs 
which  the  prefent  flagnation  of  bu- 
fmeii  had  brought  oi>them',  but  alfo 
from  the  apprehenfions  of  havyig 
further  burthens  laid  upon  them ;  and, 
although  I  expect  the  arrival  of  Lord 

Charles 
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Charles  Montague,  our  governor,  every 
clay,  the  irkfomenefsof  die  late  reftraint 
renders  the  people  fo  impatient  of 
waiting  for  any  further  confirmation 
of  this  agreeable  news,  that  as  the 
repeal  operates  from  the  day  the  king 
gives  his  royal  affent  to  the  bill,  all 
<he  ufual  channels  of  bufinefs  are  now 
opened,  and  with  them  a  profpei^;  of 
good  order,  tranquility,  and  prof* 
perity  through  the  province. 

Ccvemor  Sir  Henry  Mcore^s  Letter  to 

Mr.   Secretary   Connxiay, 
[Receinjed  July  6,    hy  Major-General 
Burton.^ 
Fort-GeorgCy    Neiv-Torky 
SIR,  May  27,  iy66. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letters  by  the  hands  of  Major  James, 
^n^  at  the  fame  time  difpatche's  for 
^he  reft  of  his  Majeily's  governors,  all 
which  were  forwarded  to  them  within 
a  few  hours  after  they  were  landed. 
As  the  general  aifembly  of  this  pro- 
vince will  meet  in  a  few  days,  I  Ihall 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
what  impreffion  has  been  made  on 
their  minds  by  the  fignal  favours  al- 
ready conferred  on  them  by  his  Ma- 
jelly  and  his  parliament,  and  what 
returns  of  gratitude  they  are  inclined 
to  make.  Nothing,  on  my  part, 
fiiall  be  wanting  to  bring  back  to 
their  duty  thole  who  have  been  im- 
pofed  on  and  mifled,  and  I  ihall,  in 
llie  lirongell  manner,  recommend  to 
the  aflembly  the  cafe  of  thofe  perfons 
■who  were  fufterers  in  the  late  com- 
snotions,  that  they  may  have  a  full 
compenfation  made  to  them  for  the 
loffes  they  fuftained,  by  the  hafty  and 
ill-timed  proceedings  of  the  populace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

H.  Moore. 


Ociferttor  Sir  Henry  Mcore^s  Letter* 
\_Rtcei<ved  the  i^th  of  July.'] 

Fort-George y  Neiv-Tcrk, 
SIR,  June  20,    1766. 

■The   pacquet    having    fuffered    To 
much  ii\  her  feft  voyage  as  to  Hand 
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in  need  of  fome  confiderable  repa- 
rations before  ihe  could  venture  to  fea 
again,  I  am  enabled,  by  the  delay 
which  this  misfortune  has  occaiioned, 
to  tranfmit  to  you  fome  accounts  of 
our  proceedings  here,  fmce  I  had  the 
honor  of  your  letter,  notifying  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft.  The  ge- 
neral aflembly  having  defired,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  feflion,  to  fit  again  in 
the  fpring  for  the  difpatch  of  fome 
bufinefs,  their  meeting  was  put  ofF> 
by  different  prorogations,  till  the  1 1  th 
day  of  this  month,  and  I  have  here 
inclofed  my  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
the  feflions,  and  the  addrelTes  of  the 
council  and  aflembly.  From  the  ge- 
neral fatisfadion  which  was  expreffed' 
here  by  all  ranks  and  degrees  of 
people,  I  had  all  thereafon  to  expeft, 
that  the  earlieft  opportunity  would 
have  been  taken  to  fhew  their  gra- 
titude for  fuch  fignai  favours  received  ; 
you  may  then  eafily  judge.  Sir,  how 
much  I  was  furprized  to  find  my f elf 
difappointed  in  my  expedlations  ;  for, 
upon  General  Gage's  application  to 
me  for  bedding,  utenfils.  Sec.  agree- 
able to  the  ad  of  parliament  for  his 
Majeily's  troops  then  under  orders  of 
march  for  this  city,  the  confideration 
of  the  mefl'age  I  fent  was  pollponed 
till  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  by 
which  they  were  put  to  very  great 
inconveniences,  and  afterwards  fuch 
refolutions  were  entered  into  that  ap- 
peared to  me  as  evanve  as  they  were 
unexpeded.  Afier  informing  the  ge- 
neral with  what  had  pafTed,  I  fent  a 
fecond  meflage,  which  was  ordered 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  require  a  ca- 
tegorical anfwer,  which  laid  them 
under  fome  difnculries  ;  for,  although 
it  appeared  plainly,  that  they  did  not 
choole  to  iiiew  that  obedience  which  * 
was  due  to  an  ad  of  parliament,  it 
was  as  evident  that  tliey  were  too  ap- 
prchenlive  of  the  ill  confequences 
which  would  attend  their  rcfuiing  to 
comply  with  it.  They  have  now  or- 
dered a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  for 
providing  barracks,  fire-wood,  can- 
dles. 
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dies,  bedding,  and  utenfils  for  t1ie 
kitchen  as  d'emanded,  but  the  ar- 
ticles of  fait,  vinegar,  and  cyder  or 
beer,  are  not  to  be  included  in  the 
bill,  being  furnifhed  with  this  pre- 
tence to  leave  them  out,  that  they 
are  not  provided  in  Europe  for  his 
Majefty's  troops  which  are  in  bar- 
racks ;  and,  as  the  General  is  fatis- 
£ed  that  nothing  more  can  be  ob- 
tained at  this  time,  I  hope  that  I 
fljali  be  thought  to  ad  for  his  Ma- 
jcHy's  fervice  in  pafTing  the  bill  in  its 
prefent  Hate,  for  the  difficulties  which 
would  arife  in  the  other  colonies  upon 
a  like  application  from  their  gover- 
nors, may  by  this  ftep  be  obviated,  as 
I  am  perfuadcd,  from  what  I  have 
feen,  that  the  example  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  making  the  provifion  re- 
quired, will  have  a  greater  influence 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  others  than 
any  other  motive  whatfoever,  and  it 
will  appear  on  the  minutes  of  the  af- 
fembly,  thr.t  I  made  the  fame  demand 
during  their  laft  feiiion,  without  being 
able  to  obtain  the  fmalleft  fum  for 
that  purpofe.  This,  Sir,  is  a  bare  re- 
lation of  v/h?.t  has  pafi'ed  here,  with^ 
out  aggravating  or  extenuating  any 
one  circumftance,  and  as  m?tters  of 
fad  fpeak  beil  for  tjiemfelves,  I 
thought  it  proper  to  lay  the  whole  of 
this  proceeding  before  you,  as  it  will, 
at  one  view,  ihew  the  deference  here 
paid  to  adls  of  parliament,  and  what 
may  be  our  expedations  on  a  future 
occafion  ;  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  my  melTage  is  treated 
merely  as  a  requifition  made  here, 
and  that  they  have  carefully  avoided 
the  leaft  mention  of  the  acl  on  which 
it  is  founded,  and  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  every  ad  of  parliament,  when 
not  backed  by  a  futiicient  power  to 
enforce  it,  v/ill  meet  v/ith  the  fanie 
fate  here.  I  am,  &:c. 
y'c  the  Right  Hon.  H .  M 0 0  R  E . 

//.  S.  Con-vjay. 

^he   speech  oj"  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Mocrtj    Bart.    Captain-General  and 
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Governor  in  Chiefs  in  dkd  O'uer  tBs 
Prc-uince  of  Nc'w-Tork,  and  the  Ter- 
ritories depending  thcrscn  in  America, 
Vice-AdTTiiral  and  Chancdhr  of  the 
fame. 
To  the  Council  and  General  Affemhly  of 
the  faid  Pro'vince, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council y  and  Gen-, 

tlemen  of  the  General  Affemhly y 
The  general  fatisfadion  which  has 
been  diffufed  throughout  the  colonies 
on  the  late  favourable  proceedings  of 
the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  in  the 
repeal  of  the  ilamp-ad,  and  the  im- 
preiTion  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  on  receiving  fuch  diftinguifu- 
ing  marks  of  his  Majefly's  favour  and 
protedion,  have  induced  me  to  give 
you  the  earlieil:  opportunity  of  making 
thofe  acknowledgements  of  duty  and 
fubmiifion,  which  on  fuch  an  occafion 
muft  arife  in  the  breaft  of  every  in- 
dividual. The  mifreprefentations 
heretofore  made  by  artful  and  de- 
figning  pcrf^ns,  have  had  their  eiFed 
m  impoimg  on  the  weak  and  cre- 
dulous, and  falfe  hopes  and  fears  are 
rc^>  conceived  by  thcfe,  who,  from 
their  htuation,  can  only  fee  and  hear  at 
a  diltance,  and  of  courfe  are  eafilv 
impofed  on.  Let  it  be  your  concern 
to  undeceive  the  deluded,  and,  by 
the  powerful  examples  of  your  own 
condud,  bring  back  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  duty,  thole  who  have  been 
milled,  that  nothing  which  can  carry 
with  it  the  leail  refemblance  of  former 
heat  and  prejudice  may  be  fufFered  to 
prevail,  and  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
-re  tooeafdy  agitated,  be  difpofed  to 
a  chearful  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
to  fentiments  of  refpedfiU  gratitude 
to  the  mother-country. 

Gentlernen  of  the  General  Affemhly y 
I  mufl  at  this  time  recommend  to 
your  particular  attention  the  cafe  of 
thofe  unfortunate  pcrfons,  who  from 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  populace  have 
faffered  for  their  deference  to  the  ads 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature  :  J  fiatt?r 
myfelf,  that  they  v^ho  fue  to  this 
houfc   for  juftice  will  never  fue  in 

vain. 


^  P    R    I    O    R       p    O 

Vain,  and  that  it  will  be  no  ungrate- 
ful talk  for  this  province  to  take  the 
lead  on  fuch  an  occafion,  and,  by 
making  a  full  and  ample  compenfation 
to  the  fufFerers  for  their  goods  and 
effefts  deftroyed,  iliew  to  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces,  by  an  example 
great  as  well  as  jul'c,  the  fenfe  which 
is  here  entertained  of  the  benefits 
lately  received.  The  refolutions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  have,  by  his 
Maiefty's  commands,  been  tranfmitted 
to  me,  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
you  :  thefe  fufiiciently  iliew  the  fenfe 
of  that  auguft  affembly  on  this  point, 
whofe  fentiments  it  Ihould  be  your 
glory  to  adopt  and  imitate,  as  they 
are  fo  evidently  founded  on  the 
cleareft  principles  of  humanity  and 
juftice.  This  carries  its  own  recom- 
mendation with  it,  and  makes  it 
needlefs  for  me  to  enforce  by  argu- 
ments, a  meafure,  which  at  the  fame 
time  it  will  do  honour  to  the  province,^ 
will  fhew  yourfelves  not  unworchy  ot 
that  royal  condefcenficn  and  pro- 
teaion  which  have  been  manifelled 
on  the  late  interefting  occafion. 

Ge?itkmen  of  the  Council,  and  Gen- 
-  tkmen  of  the  General  Jjjembly, 

I. have  nothing  more  in  particular 
to  lay  before  you  at  this  juncture,  and 
fhall  be  extremely  happy  to  (hew  my 
ready  concurrence  with  you  in  pro- 
moting every  meafure  wlncii  can  tend 
to  the^ferv'ice  of  his  Majefty,  and  the 
v/elfare  of  the  people.   • 

Neiv-Tork,  H.  Moore. 


t,  1766. 


June 


To.,  his    Exctlhncy    Sir    Henry  Moore, 
Bart.  C^'ptai'n-Gencral  and  Gc-.'ernor 
ih. Chief  in  and p-oer  te  Province  cf 
Nci,'J-Tcrk,    and  the  Territciies  de- 
pending,.in  Jmerica,   Chanulior  and 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  fame. 
The  humble  Addrcfs  of  the  CourxU  cf 
the  Province  cf  Neiv-Tcrk. 
May  it  pkafeycur  Excellency, 
■The  council,    imprefled   with  the 
-irarmcft  fentiments  of  duty  and  gra- 
titude to  his  Majefty,    ior  the  iate 


C  U  M  E  N  T  S. 
Hiol?  diiiinguifhi-ng  mark  cf  royal' 
favour  and  protedlion ,  and  filled  with 
the  highell:  fenfe  of  the  great  wifdom., 
juftice  and  moderation,  manifelled  in 
the  proceedings  of  that  auguft  body 
the  Britilh  parliament,  i^iurn  your 
Excellency  their  unfeigned  thanks  for 
this  early  communication  cf  an  event 
fo  ardently  hoped  for,  and  fo  highly- 
fatisfaftory  to  thefe  colonies. 

To  undeceive  the  deluded,  and  to 
bring  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty 
the  mifguided  and  prejudiced,  have 
been  the  fixed  objeds  of  cur  attention, 
fenfible  that  v/here  fabmillion  to  the 
laws  is  wanting,  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion  mull  enfue :  evils  the  moil  to 
be  dreaded,  as  they  arc  t/ie  rnoil  per- 
nicious to  fociety.  And  you  may  be 
aifured.  Sir,  that  nothinp-  Ihali  be 
wanting  on  our  part  to  inculcate  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  a  tiiorough 
fenfe  of  the  obedience  they  ov*'e,  the 
dependence  they  Hand  in,  and  the 
benefits  they  receive  from  their  mod 
gracious  fovereign,  and  their  guar- 
dians the  Eritiih  parliament,  con- 
fident that  the  colonies  in  general, 
will,  by  their  conduft,  fnev/  them- 
felves  deferving  of  every  mark  of 
royal  favour  and  indulgence. 

We  Hiall,  at  all  times,  chearfully 
and  readily  concur  with  your  Excel- 
lency in  promoting  every  meafuie 
v/hich  can  tend  to  the  fervicc  of  his 
Majefty,  and  the  happincfs  and  prcf- 
peri:y  of  the  colony.  By  order  of 
the  council,  . 

Neiv-Torky  Daniel  Horsmanden, 
June  14,  1766.  Speaker. 

To  Vvhich  his  Excellency  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  anfwer. 
GcJiilcmcn, 
I  return  you  many  thanks  for  this 
addrefs,  as  the  fentiments  you  exprefs 
therein  muil  fo  manifeilly  tend  to  the 
ellablifnm.nt  of  the    happincfs    and 
profperity  of  your  country. 
Fort  George,   Nczv-2'ork, 
June  16,   1766. 
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Jddrefs  of  the    Houfe   of  Affemhly   of 

Nenv-Tork. 
To   his  Excellency    Sir    Henry   Moore, 
Baronet y    Captain-General  and  Go- 
vernor in  Chief,    in  and  o'ver   the 
Colony  of  NeiJc-Tcrk,    and  the  Ter- 
ritories depending  thereon  in  America, 
Chancellor  and  Fice- Admiral  of  the 
fajne. 
The  humble  Addrefs  cf  the  General  Af- 
femhly of  the  f aid  Colony. 
May  it  pleafe your  Excellency, 
We  his  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeds  the  general  aflembly  of 
the  colony  of  New-York,  return  your 
Excellency  our  hearty  thanks  for  your 
ipeech. 

The  recent  inflance  of  his  Majefly's 
tender  concern  for  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  his  Annerican  fubje6ls,  and 
the  fignai  proof  of  the  juftice  and  im- 
pardaiity  of  the  Bi  itifh  parliament,  in 
the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a(ft,  will,  we 
doubt  not,  add  new  ardour  to  their 
ftfFeftion  for  his  facred  perlbn  and  go- 
vernment, and  augment  their  efteem 
and  veneration  for  his  augull  par- 
liament. 

And  as  we  conceive  it  our  honor 
and  happinefs  to  participate  in,  and 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  to  promote 
and  inculcate  the  warmeft  gratitude 
for  every  inftance  of  moderation  and 
juftice  in  the  grand  legiflature  of  the 
nation,  fo  we  lliall  negleil  no  op- 
portunity to  difcountenance  and  fup- 
prefs  every  mifreprefentation  tending 
to  extinguiih  or  abate  fuch  becoming 
fentiments,  and  to  promote  by  our 
influence  and  example,  a  chearful 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  a  re- 
fpeftfui  condud  to  the  mother- 
country. 

The  refolutions  of  the  honourable 
houfe  of  commons  refpeeling  the  fuf- 
ferers  in  the  late  commotions,  we 
Ihall  ccnfider  with  all  tlie  deference 
due  to  the  fentiments  of  that  il- 
luil:riou5  afTembly,  and  we  return 
your  Excellency  our  hearty  thanks 
for  yoi'.r  aflhrance  of  your  ready 
conci;;rrence     in     promoting'     every 
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meafure  which  may  tend  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  people.  By  order  of  the  ge- 
neral afTembly, 

Affemhly-Chamber,  W.  Nicoll,  Sp% 
City  of  Nsvj-Tork,  June  16,  1766. 

To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  anfwer. 
Ge?itlemen  cf  the  General  Affemhly, 
I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this 
addrefs.  It  is  hoped  from  the  fen- 
timents you  entertain  of  the  bene- 
fits lately  received,  that  thofe  who 
have  at  heart  the  profperity  of  their 
country,  will  not  negledl  fo  favour- 
able an  opportunity  of  diftinguilhing 
themfelves  as  that  which  now  oiFers> 
by  promoting  whatever  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  towards  the  fettling  on  a  lafl- 
ing  foundation,  the  mutual  interellsof 
Great-Britain  and  her  colonies. 

Copies  of  Sir  Henry  Moore's  t^vjo  Mef- 

fages  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  New- 

Torkj  and  the  Anfwers,  in  his  Letter 

of  June  20,  1776. 

Copy  cf  Sir  Henry  Moore's  firji  Mef- 

fage  to  the  Hoiif  of  Affembly, 

June  13,  1766. 
A  return  of  his  Majefty's  forces 
under  orders  of  march  for  this  city, 
having  been  fent  to  me  by  his  Ex  - 
cellency  General  Gage,  I  take  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of  laying  it  before 
you,  and  hope  you  will  give  the  ne- 
ceilary  diredlions,  that  fufficient  quar- 
ters, bedding,  utenfils,  &c.  may  be 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  fpecified  in  the  faid 
return,  agreeable  to  the  acl  of  par- 
liament. 
Anfwer  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  to  the 

abonje  Mejfage. 

Affembly -Chamber,    City  of  Ne-zv-Tcrk, 

Die  Jo^jis,  9  h.  J.  M.   the  i^th 

of  June,   1766. 

The  houfe,  according  to  order,  re^ 

folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 

v/hole  houfe    upon   his    Excellency's 

meffage  cf  the  I3thinilant,  recom.- 

mendmg   the  making   proviiion   for 

O  quarters. 
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quarters,  bedding,  utenfils,  &c.  for 
a  number  of  troops  mentioned  in  a 
return  accompanying  the  faid  mef- 
fage  ;  after  fome  tim.e  fpent  in  con- 
iidering  the  fame,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Phi  ip  Li- 
vingfton  reported  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  at 
the  table,  where  the  fame  was  again 
read,  and  are  as  follow ;  viz. 

Pvefolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  this  colony  have  always 
been  ready  and  willing  to  comply  with 
every  requiiitiou  made  to  them  by 
ord^r  and  for  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefly,  nor  can  they  recoiled  one  fmgle 
inllance  wherein  they  have  with-held 
the  aid  requeued. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  requifition 
now  made  by  the  above-mentioned 
melTage,  is  of  fuch  a  nature  and  ten- 
dency, that  ihould  it  be  granted,  the 
(cxpence  might,  and  probably  would, 
very  foon  exceed  the  ability  of  this 
colony  to  pay,  as  the  number  of 
troops  that  may  from  time  to  time 
require  the  like  provifion,  are  to  this 
committee  entirely  unknown,  and  the 
articles  required  for  the  greatell  part, 
as  this  committee  is  informed,  unpre- 
cedented. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  requifition 
now  m:ide  v. ill  amount  at  lead  to 
three-pence  per  day  for  each  private 
man,  exclufive  of  beds  and  bedding. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  houfe,  upon 
a  proper  requifition  from  the  crown 
for  that  purpofe,  Ihould  be  at  the 
expence  of  furnifliing  barracks,  bed- 
ding, utcnfds  for  drefllng  victuals, 
and  firewood,  and  candles,  for  a  p/o- 
portiona;epart  of  the  troops  with  the 
reft  of  the  colonies,  which  the  com- 
mittee conceives  is  as  much  as  can 
reafonably  be  expelled. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,    that   his    Majelly's 


fervice  cannot  in  the  leail  fufFer  by 
the  non-compliance  of  the  houfe  with 
this  requifition,  becaufe  the  troops 
have  hitherto  fubfifted  very  well  with- 
out any  fuch  provilion,  and  if  that 
was  not  the  cafe,  a  fum  of  money  to 
the  amount  of  j^.3990,  is  now  re- 
maining in  the  treafury  of  this  colony, 
fubjeft  to  the  order  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  troops  in 
North- America,  which  he  may  apply 
for  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty's  forces, 
as  he  thinks  proper. 

And  the  faid  refolutions  having 
been  read  a  fecond  time  : 

Refolved,  That  the  houfe  do  agree 
with  the  committee  in  the  foregoing 
refolutions* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  and 
Colonel  Livingfton  wait  upon  his  Ex- 
cellency vvdth  the  foregoing  refo- 
lutions. By  order  of  the  general  af- 
fembly,       Abraham  Lott,  Clerk. 

Copy  of  Sir  Henry  Moore^s  fecond  Me/- 
fcige  to  the  Houfe  of  Jfjemblyy 

jfune  20,    1776. 

A  copy  of  the  relblutions  of  the 
houfe  of  aiTembly,  in  anfwer  to  my 
melfage  of  the  i3thinllant,  recom- 
mending the  making  proviiion  for 
quarters,  bedding,  utenfils,  Scz.  for 
his  Majefty's  troops  then  under  orders 
of  march  for  this  city,  having  been 
fcnt  to  his  Excellency  the  general, 
I  yefterday  evening  received  a  letter 
from  him,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract. 

'*  The  fum  of  5990  pounds, 
which  the  houfe  mentions  to  be  re- 
maining in  the  treafury  of  this  colony, 
fuc'jeft  to  the  order  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Majeuy's  forces  in. 
North- America,  I  undcift^nd  .vas  left 
there  by  Sir  Jeftery  Amherft,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  province,  as  the  fervice  of 
th*^  public  did  not  require  it  to  be  drawn. 
If  the  houfe  means  that  iiim  as  a  fund  , 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  ulc  of  quar- 
tering his  Majefty's  forces,  it  will  cer- 
tainly anfwer  as  well  as  any  other' 
fund  tiiey  might  appiopriaic  to  that, 

ufe. 
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ufe,  as  far  as  it  will  go.  Bat  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  be  informed,  whether  it  is 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  houfe 
of  a/Tembly,  that  the  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty's  forces  fhould 
draw  for  the  above  fiim  of  j/^.  3990,  or 
fuch  parts  thereof  as  there  may  be 
cccafion  for,  to  indemnify  the  ma- 
giftrates  for  the  expences  they  may 
incur  in  quartering  his  Majeft  's 
troops,  according  to  the  aft  of  parlia- 
ment pafied  the  kft  feflions  of  par- 
liament for  quartering  his  Majeily's 
forces  in  North-America." 

As  by  this  extradl  it  appears  that  a 
farther  explication  is  required  of  that 
paragraph  in  the  meffage  of  yefterday 
relative  to  the  fum  of  money  therein 
mentioned  to  be  lying  in  the  treafury, 
and  at  the  di^'pofal  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  troops.  The 
ho'jfe  of  aflembly  is  defired  to  inform 
me,  on  what  conditions  the  general 
h  to  draw  for  chrc  money,  and 
whether  he  is  to  take  it  on  the  terms 
mentioned  in  his  letter  or  not,  that 
no  time  may  be  loft  in  furniihing  the 
necelTaries  for  the  troops. 

Ar^fiver   io  Sir   Henry   Mocre^s  fecond 

Mejfage  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  on 

the  zoth  of  June y    1766. 

Die  Luna,  3  h.  P.  M.  the  25^  of 
Juney    1766. 

The  houle,  according  to  order,  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  upon  his  Excellency's 
mefiage  of  the  zoth  inltant,  relating 
to  the  quartering  of  his  Majeily's 
forces  in  this  colony.  After  fome 
time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Philip  Li- 
vingiton  reported  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterv/ards  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  where  the  fame  were  again 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and 
are  as  follow  ;  viz. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  it  is  impoffible 
f&r  tlie  general  aflembly,  in  juitice  to 
?heir  conll:ituents,  to  raife  or  appro- 
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priate  any  fund  for  furnifhing  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces  in  the  manner  required 
by  his  Excellency,  for  the  reafons 
given  in  the  refolutioru  of  the  houfe 
of  the  i9th  inftant.  But,  as  the  ge- 
neral aiTembly  have  always  been  ready 
to  promote  his  Majefty's  iervice  as 
far  as  thev  were  able,  confident  with 
their  duty  to,  and  a  due  regard  foe  the 
intereft-  of  their  conllituents,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  pro- 
vifion  fhould  be  made  for  furniihing 
the  barracks  in  the  cities  of  Newt 
York  and  Albany,  with  beds,  bed*' 
ding,  fire-woo;,  candles,  and  utenfiLs 
for  drefling  of  viftuals  for  two  bat- 
talions, not  excee  iing  five  hundred 
men  each,  and  one  company  of  ar- 
til'ery  for  one  year. 

Refolved,  That  the  expences  to 
accrue  by  virtue  of  the  foreg.-  ing  re- 
folutions, be  made  payable  out  ot  the 
money  now  remai  ing  in  the  treafury, 
by  virt  e  of  an  ac\  paifed  the  zoth  of 
xMarch,  1762,  intitu  ed,  **  An  A6t, 
diredtmg  the  treaurer  of  this  colony 
to  pay  the  comman  .er  in  chief  of  all 
his  Majefty's  forces  in  North-America  ' 
the  fum  of  jf  .4790  for  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  to  be  repaid  when  his  Ma- 
jefty  Ihall  think  proper." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in 
punuant  to  the  laid  refolutions,  and 
that  Mr.  Philip  Livingfton  and  Mr, 
Douw  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Livingfton 
and  Mr.  Ten  Brock  v/ait  upon  his 
Excellency  with  the  foregoing  re^ 
folutions.  By  order  of  the  general 
afiembly, 

Abraham  Lott,  Clerk. 


ExfraSi  of  a  Letter  fro7n  Lieutenant*- 
Gc-vernor  Coiden  to  Mr,  Secretary 
Con-ivay. 

[  Recevued  July  2  ^ .  ] 
hei^v-H'orky  June  24,    iy66. 
The  governor,  in  obedience  to  his 
Majefty's  command,  having  laid  be- 
fore the  aiTembly  of  this  province  the 
refolutions  of  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  for  the  pavment  of 
O2  '      IgfTca 
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loiTes  any  perfon  has  Tuftained  in  the 
late  riots  for  his  deference  to  the  ads 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature  ;  I  fent  in 
an  account  of  things  I  had  deftroyed 
by  the  mob  in  the  night  of  the  firft  of 
November  laft,  when  they  broke  open 
jny  coach-houfe,  and  burnt  my  cha- 
riot, &c.  The  lofs  and  value  of  the 
things  loft  were  proved  by  my  Ton's 
oath,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds,  three 
Ihillings.  Major  James  had  petitioned 
to  have  compen ration  for  his  loiTes 
fnftained  at  that  time,  and  his  pe- 
tition being  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  my  account  was 
referred  to  the  fame  committee,  to- 
f^ether  with  the  accounts  of  fome 
other  perfons  who  fuifered  at  the 
fame  time  by  the  mob.  The  method 
the  affembly  has  taken  of  refufing  any 
compen  fation  to  me,  is  by  the  com- 
mittees pafling  my  demand  over  in 
/ilence,  and  reporting  in  favour  of 
the  others,  and  I  am  affured  this  is 
their  refolution. 
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find  them  filled  with  the  warmeft  tx-* 
prefTions  of  duty  and  gratitude.  It 
gives  me  great  pleafure,  that  I  have 
been  able,  through  all  the  late 
difturbances,  to  preferve  the  tran- 
quility of  this  province,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  endeavours  of  fome  to 
ftimulate  the  populace  to  fuch  ads  as 
have  difgraced  the  colonies. 

The  wifdom  of  the  prefcnt  meafures 
have  already  had  the  beft  elFeds  in 
America,  and  afford  the  pleafmg 
profped  of  an  uninterrupted  harmonjr 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  legiflature  is  flill  fitting,  and 
in  all  probability  we  Ihall  have  an 
amicable  feifion  :  I  fend  lierewith  a 
copy  of  my  fpeech  to  the  council  and 
afiembly  on  this  occafion,  and  as  iboa 
as  I  can  obtain  a  copy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, I  Ihall  do  myfelf  the  honour 
of  tranfmitting  it  to  you  likewife. 
I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Right  Hon.     Wm.  Franklin. 
H.  S,  Con^ujay, 


Gov&rnor  Franklin^ s  Letter  to  Mfo  Se^ 
cretary  Con^way, 
[Received  July  25.] 
Perth  Amhoyy  June  19,   1766. 
SIR, 
I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
two   letters  of  the    ill   and    31ft  of 
March  with   the   two  a6ls    of   par- 
liament,   and  the  refo^utions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  were  con- 
tained in   the   laft.      I  immediately 
fummoned  the  council  and  affembly 
to  meet  at  this  place,  when  I  laid 
thofe  papers  before  them,  and  recom- 
mended  it  to  them   to  return   their 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  to  his 
Majefty  and  his  parliament,  for  their 
great  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  in 
relieving  this  country  from  the  difH- 
culties  occafioned  by  the  ftamp-ad. 
This  they  have  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  do,  and  their  addrelfes  will,  I  be- 
lieve, be  tranfmitted  to  their  agent  in 
England   by  this  opportunity,  and  I 
have  reafon  to  think  that  you  will 


ExtraSi  of   a   Letter  from    Go'ventor 

Bernard  to  Mr.  Secretary  Connvay. 

[Recei'ued  Jtiguf  2.] 

Bojion,  June  29,  1766. 
I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  March  31ft  on  the  31ft  o£ 
May,  three  days  after  the  afiembly 
was  met  at  the  ufiial  tim.e.  I  have 
been  very  defirous,  that  at  the  time  I 
acknowledged  this  receipt,  I  Ihould 
alio  inform  you,  that  the  affembly 
had  complied  with  his  Majefty's  re- 
commendation to  indemnify  the  fuf- 
ferers.  But  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
afcer  having  waited  a  month  for  this 
purpofe,  and  during  that  time  have 
ufed  all  means  in  my  power  to  prevail 
on  them  to  give  this  proof  of  their 
gratitude  and  duty,  I  was  obliged  laft 
evening  to  difmifs  ti^era,  without 
their  having  done  any  thing  towards 
indemnifying  the  fuffejcrs,  and  with- 
out tlie  leaft  affurance  that  they  ever 
intended  to  do  it.  I  fliall,  with  the 
fjrft  opportunity,  give  your  honor  an 
e.xad  detail  of  this  whole  affair,  fet- 

ting 
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ting  it  in  one  view,  and  in  a  true 
light.  At  prefent  I  write  only  for  a 
ihip  which  is  to  fail  to-morrow,  and 
am  obliged  to  be  fhort  in  what  I  have 
to  write  to  day. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant- 
G Governor  Fauquier  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Ccn-ivay .     [Received  Aiiguji  17.] 

Williamfbiirght  Virginia, 
June  27,  1776. 
I  have  been  honoured  within  thefe 
few  days  with  your  favour  of  the  3 1  ft 
of  March,  with  the  two  afts  of  par- 
liament and  votes  ©f  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  with  their  duplicates. 
The  unexampled  favours  the  colonies 
have  received  from  the  indulgence  of 
their  mother-country,  and  the  ftill 
further  benefits  you  give  them  reafon 
to  hope  for,  furely  demand  the  ftrong- 
cll  returns  of  afieflion,  duty  and  obe- 
dience, which  it  is  in  their  power  to 
give. 

It  (hall  be  my  part,  by  every  means 
in  my  power,  to  endeavour  to  bring 
this  about,  and  I  fhall  obey  his  Ma-- 
jelly's  commands  in  laying  the  whole 
before  the  affembly,  and  make  ufe  of 
fuch  arguments  and  meafures  as  Ihall 
appear  to  me  moft  likely  to  produce 
this  moft  falutary  and  moft  neceffary 
effecft,  and  I  have  the  pleafure,  at 
prefent,  to  think  this  is  in  fome  degree 
probable,  though  matters  are  not  yet 
arrived  at  that  maturity  as  to  en- 
courage me  to  give  you  any  aifurances 
of  it. 

I  have  been  credibly  informed^  that 
tKere  is  a  propofal  now  on  foot  to 
petition  me  co  call  the  affembly  fooner 
than  I  propofed  to  do,  that  they 
might  have  an  early  opportunity  of 
teftifying  their  gratitude  by  an  addrefs 
of  loyalty,  duty  and  obedience,  with 
alTurances  of  their  heartily  fupporting 
his  Majefty,  and  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  his  crown,  againft  the  attacks 
of  any  of  liis  enemies.  To  thofe  who 
gave  me  this  information,  and  v/ere 
lent   to    feci   my  pulfe,    I  gave  for 


anfwer,  that  could  they  infure  the 
condu£l  of  the  houfe,  that  it  would 
be  as  they  gave  me  rpafon  to  hope  it 
would,  I  fhould  with  the  greateft 
pleafure  give  them  the  opportunity 
they  defired,  but  that  I  muft  go  upon 
fure  ground  ;  for,  if  the  confequence 
of  their  meeting  early  Ihould  be  dif- 
ferent from  our  wiihes,  and  any  of- 
fenfive  or  feditious  refolutions  ihould 
be  entered  into,  I  fhould  only  give 
them  a  liberty  effeftually  to  cut  their 
own  throats  and  lofe  every  friend  they 
now  had,  and  that  I  had  too  great  a 
regard  for  them  to  be  inftrumental  in 
what  I  conceived  might  prove  their 
deftruciion  ;  They  have  undertaken 
to  give  me  all  the  afTurances  I  can 
require,  if  the  petition  Ihquld  be  pre- 
fen  ted. 


ExfraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Ge* 
mral  Gage  to  Mr.  Secretary  Connvay. 
[Received  Auguji  25 . ] 
Ne'vj-Tork,  July  15,  1766. 
In  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  I 
had  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that 
his  Majefty's  twenty-eight  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Browne 
had  been  ordered  into DutchefTe county 
in  this  province,  to  alhft  the  civil  of- 
ficers in  putting  the  laws  in  execution 
and  to  quell  fbme  dangerous  riots. 
A  frnall  body  of  the  light  infantry 
Company  was  fired  upon  by  the  rioters 
and  three  of  them  wounded  :  they  re- 
tLirned  the  fire,  wounded  fome,  pur- 
fued  and  difperfed  the  reft,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  numbers.  The  diftur- 
bances  had  fpread  into  the  county  of 
Albany,  where  a  fkirmifh  happened 
between  the  fherifF,  with  about  two 
hundred  followers,  and  a  party  of  the 
rioters.  Som.e  k\v  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  fides,  but  the  fheriff 
and  his  people  were  put  to  flight.  A 
great  many  prifoners  have  been  taken 
or  delivered  themfelvcs  up,  and  among 
them  are  f-veral  principals.  After 
reftoring  tranquility  to  the  country, 
the    regiment  came    to    this   place, 

leaving 
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leaving  a  captain  and  fifty  men  to 
guard  the  gaols,  and  brought  with 
tiiem  the  principal  ringleaders  of  the 
whole  confederacy.  The  magiftrates 
commend  the  regiment  greatly,  as 
well  for  their  fpirit  and  readinefs  in 
apprehending  the  rioters,  as  for  their 
llrianefs  of  difcipline,  not  having 
taken  the  ieafi  thing  during  their  flay 
in  the  country,  and  even  refufmg  to 
plunder  the  houfes  of  fome  of  the 
proclaimed  rioters,  though  defired  to 
do  it. 

The  affijmbly  of  this  province  has 
paffed  a  law  to  provide  quarters, 
bedding,  fuel  and  utenfils,  for  two 
regiments  and  one  company  of  ar- 
tillery. There  is  nov/  in  this  p^ace 
the  28th  and  46th  regiments,  ^the 
latter  very  weak,  from  fome  inf.rm 
and  oU  men  difcharged,  and  a  great 
number  of  Ibldiers  whofe  times  of 
fcFvice  were  expiring;  and  the  28th 
regiment  will  alfo  be  foon  very  much 
reduced  in  their  numbers  for  the  fame 
reafons.  Recruiting  parties  have  been 
lent  home  from  the  46th  regiment,  to 
endeavour  to  compleat  them  j  two 
companies  of  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery  are  in  camped  at  the  maga- 
zines, about  four  miles  from  the  city^ 
where  they  have  a  field  train  drawn 
out,  and  tne  men  kept  in  conftant 
pradice  in  the  exercile  of  the  guns. 

Go'vernor    Ward     to     Mr.     Secretary 

Conttcay. 

[^ReceH'ed  Augtiji  26.] 

Neavport,  Rhode-IJlandy 
SIR,  'J^ne  25,    1766. 

Having  the  honor  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  31(1  of  March 
laft,  inclofmg  a  copy  of  the  ad  of 
parliament,  repealing  the  ad  ci  laft 
fefiion  for  granting  certain  ftamp- 
dutlcs  in  America,  &c.  I  laid  it,  with 
the  inclofed  copies,  before  the  general 
afiembly,  at  their  fefiion  on  the  9th 
inftant. 

Upon  this  mollhnppyoccafion,  the 
gen'Tii!  alfcmbly,  with  hearts  deeply 
imprelTed  with  affection,    loy- 


alty and  gratitude,  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  upon  the  inclofed  humble 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  in 
which  I  moft  fincerely  concurred,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  requeft  your  Excellency 
to  do  the  colony  the  honor  to  prefent 
it  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign. 

Your  Excellency  is  alio  pleafed  to 
inform  us,  that  a  revifion  of  the 
American  trade  laws  is  going  to  be 
the  imm.ediate  objed  oF  parliament, 
and  that  every  relief  which  the  ftate 
of  our  circumftances  demands,  or 
admits,  will  be  afforded  u£.  This 
frefh  inftance  of  the  kind,  and  in- 
dulgent difpofition  of  the  Britilh  le- 
gifiature,  is  univerfally  acknowledged 
with  the  moil:  fiucere  and  refpedtul 
gratitude.  And  as  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  profii.s  of  the 
trade  of  the  colonies  will  ultimately 
center  in  Great-Britain,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  fuch  regulations  will  have 
the  moil  happy  effed  upon  the  com- 
merce and  manufadures  of  the  mother 
country. 

The  v/ife,  upright,  and  benevolent 
ipeafures  of  the  legiflature,  in  the  ' 
prefent  feffion,  have  fuppreiTed  cA^ry 
appearance  of  murmuring  and  dif- 
fatisfadion,  and  diffufed  joy,  tran- 
(luility  and  happinefs  throughout  the 
colonies,  and  1  can  affure  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  moil:  dutiful,  affec- 
tionate and  grateful  returns  will  be 
made  by  them,  and  that  they  are  {o 
firmly  attached  to  their  fovereign  and 
to  the  Britifn  conftitution,  and  are  fo 
truly  {'enfible  of  the  parental  gopdnefs^ 
of  the  mcther-countfv,  that  llie  may 
rely  upon  every  poffible  convenience 
and  advantage  from  them,  and  \ 
cannot  but  promifc  myfelf,  that  fuch 
meafures  will  continue  to  be  purfued, 
as  will  fo  r-ntirely  conciliate  the  af- 
fedions  both  of  his  Majeily's  European 
and  American  fubjeds,  that  the  only 
future  contention  between  them  will 
be,  which  fhall  moll  efledually  pro- 
mote his  Majcfty's  fcrvice,  and  the; 
intcrefts  of  ail  his  widely  extended 
dominions. 

In 
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In  yourExcellency's  letter,  the  mak- 
ing compenfation  to  fuch  perfons  as 
have  fuffered  in  this  colony  from  the 
madncfs  or"  the  people,  is  warmly  re- 
commended, upon  which  I  can  at 
prefent  only  fay,  that  if  any  appli- 
cation of  that  kind  Ihould  be  made  to 
tlie  aiTembly,  I  doubt  not  but  they 
will  take  it  into  ferioiis  confideration, 
and  that  your  Excellency  may  be 
afTured  of  my  utmoft  attention  elFec- 
tually  to  fecure  fuch  perfons  from  any 
future  infult ;  and,  that  as  f^ir  as  my 
example  and  influence  may  extend, 
they  ihall  receive  all  proper  refpcs^ 
and  regard. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon 
the  happy  kiccefs  of  his  Majefty's 
councils.  The  nation  has  been  often 
bleiTed  with  a  wife  and  upright  admi- 
niftration,  but  to  relieve  feveral  mil- 
lions of  his  Majeily's  faithful  fubjefts, 
plunged  in  the  decpeft  anxiety,  dillrefs 
and  confufion,  and  to  reiloie  them  to 
their  former  tranqi.ility,  fecnrity  and 
happinefs,  was  an  honor  referved  for 
the  prefent  miniitry.  I  have  the 
Jicnr  to  be,  &c. 

To  the  Right  Hofi,     Samuel  W a  r  d . 
H,  S.  Con~i.vay. 

ExiraSI  of   a    Letter  from   Goi'crnor 

Bernard  to  Mr,  Secretary  Ccn-ivay. 

[Recei^-ved  September  3.] 

BcfcK,  July  19,  1766. 
In  my  letter  of  June  29,  I  informed 
your  honor  that  1  would  give  yoa  an 
exad  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  of  repreientatives,  upon  the  in- 
demnification of  the  fufferers  by  the 
riots  ac  Boilon,  fetting  it  in  one  view 
and  in  a  true  light.  For  this  purpofe 
I  have  caufed  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  governor,  council,  and  houie  of 
reprefentatives  to  be  printed  together, 
and  I  have  added  annctadcns  of  my 
own  upon  particu'ar  pafTages,  v/hich 
vv"ili  be  more  eafily  nifide  ufe  cf  than 
if  they  were  difperfedin  a  long  letter. 
I  muft  denre  that  I  may  have  special 
inllrudions  how  to  ccnducl  myieif  in 
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the  further  profecution  of  this  affair, 
efpecially  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
proper  to  call  the  a/Tern  bly  again  to 
move  this  bufinei^  unto  them,  "in  the 
mean  time,  if  there  Aould  be  any 
opening  for  me  to  expcet  that  the 
houfe  v/ill  a6l  in  a  different  manner, 
I  ihali  not  fail  to  avail  myfelf  of  it. 

Copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Go'vernor, 
Council,  and  Houfe  cf  Reprefentatives 
of  Maffachiifetf  s  Bay,  on  the  Indent- 
nif  cation  of  the  'Sufferers  by  the 
Rioters  in  Bofon,  from  March  31, 
to  June  28j  ^j66y  in  Governor  Ber- 
nard's Letter  of  July  19,  1766. 

March  31,  1766. 
A  few  days  after  the  meeting  of  a 
a  new  affembly  in  May,  1766,  his 
Excellency  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway,  dated  St.  James's, 
March  31,  1766,  wherein  he  writes 
as  follows  : 

*'  Nothing  will  tend  more  effec- 
tually to  every  conciliating  purpofe, 
and  there  is  nothing  therefore  I  have 
in  command  more  earnefily  to  require 
of  you,  than  that  you  fhould  exert 
yourfelf  in  recommending  it  ftrongly 
to  the  affembly,  that  full  and  ample 
compenfation  be  made  to  thofe  who 
from  the  madnefs  of  the  people,  have 
fuffered  for  their  deference  to  afts  of 
the  Britiih  iegiflature.  And  you  will 
be  particularly  attentive,  that  fuch 
perfons  be  effeftually  fecured  from  any 
further  infult,  and  that  as  £.r  as  in 
you  lies,  you  v/iil  take  care,  by  your 
example  and  influence,  that  they  may 
be  treated  with  that  refpedl  to  their 
perfons,  and  that  juilice  in  regird  to 
all  their  pretenfions,  which  their  me- 
rits and  fafferirgs  undoubtedly  claim. 

**  The  relblutions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  by  his  Majefty's 
command  I  tranfmit  to  you,  to  lay 
before  the  affembly,  wi'l  fnew  you  the 
fenle  of  that  houfe  en  thofe  points, 
and  I  am  perfuaded  ii  will,  as  it  moff 
certainly  oaght,  be  the  glory  ,  of  that 
affembly  to  adopt  and   imitate  thofe 


iendments  of  the  Britifli 
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founded  on  the  cleareft  principles  of 
humanity  and  juftice.'* 

The  refoiUtions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  relating  to  this  bufinefs, 
are  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  fuch  perfons  who 
on  account  of  the  defire  which  they 
have  manifefted,  to  comply  with,  or 
to  affift  in  carrying  into  execution  any 
ads  of  the  legiilature  of  Great-Britain 
relating  to  the  Britilh  colonies  in 
North- America,  have  fufFered  any  in- 
jury or  damage,  ought  to  have  full 
compenfation  made  to  them  for  the 
fame,  by  the  refpeftive  colonies  in 
which  fuch  injuries  or  damages  were 
fuftained. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majeily,  humbly 
to  defire,  that  his  Majefty  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions 
that  the  faid  refolutions  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Governors  of  his  Majeily's  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  to 
be  by  them  communicated  to  the  af- 
femblies  of  their  rcfpedlive  govern- 
ments. 

On  the  3d  of  Jane  his  Excellency 
made  a  fpeech  to  the  two  houfes  upon 
the  fubjed  matter  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway's  letter,  and  having  commu- 
nicated to  them  the  faid  letter,  to- 
gether with  the  refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  he  obferves 
therefrom  as  follows  :     viz 

**  I  am  alio  ordered  to  recommend 
to  you,  that  full  and  ample  compen- 
fation be  made  to  the  late  fufFerers  by 
the  madnefs  of  the  people,  and  for 
that  purpofe  I  am  directed  to  lay 
before  you  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  expreiTing  tlieir  fenfe  upon 
that  fubjeft,  whole  humanity  and 
juilice  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  your 
glory  to  imitate. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Rcfre- 
Jentatit'es. 

**  The  requifition  contained  in  this 
letter  is  of  a  moft  fmgular  nature,  and 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  that  I  have 
known  fmce  I  have  fervcd  his  Ma- 


jefty in  America.  It  is  founded  upoa 
a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, formed  after  a  full  conft- 
deration  of  the  matter,  and  repre- 
fented  to  his  Majeily  by  the  addref* 
of  that  houfe.  The  juliice  and  hu- 
manity of  this  requifition  is  fo  force- 
able,  that  it  cannot  be  controverted  ; 
the  authority  with  which  it  is  intro- 
duced, ihould  preclude  all  difputatioiv 
about  complying  with  it.  I  hope, 
therefore,  you  will  add  to  the  merit 
of  your  compliance,  by  the  readinef*. 
of  it,  and  afTume  to  yourfelves  the 
honor  which  now  offers  itfelf,  of  fet- 
ting  the  firll  example  of  gratitude  and 
dutiful  affedion  to  the  King  and  par- 
liament, by  giving  thofe  proofs  of  it 
which  are  now  pointed  out  to  you. 
I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  from  the 
provincial  affembly,  that  the  King 
and  parliament  expedt  this  compen- 
fation fhould  be  made  to  the  fufferers, 
without  referring  them  to  any  other 
perfon  whatsoever.  Who  ought  fi- 
nally to  be  charged  with  this  expence 
may  be  a  proper  confideration  for 
you,  and  I  ihall  readily  concur  with 
you  in  vour  refolutions  thereon,  after 
the  luffejers  have  been  fully  latistied." 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefenratives,  ia 
a  melfage,  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech, 
fay  upon  this  head  : 

*'  The  recommendation  enjoined 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  letter, 
and  in  confequence  thereof  made  to 
us,  we  ihall  embrace  the  firll  con- 
venient authority  to  confider  and  aft 
upon  :  Tn  the  mean  time,  cannot  (A. 
p.  1 06. )  hut  obfr-ve^  that  it  is  cor.cei-veJ 
in  much  higher  and  fronger  terms  ifi  the 
fpeech  ihcin  in  the  letter.  Whether 
in  thus  exceeding^  your  Excellency 
fpeaks  by  your  o^^n  authority,  or  a 
higher,  is  not  ivith  us  to  determine. 
Ho-xvevery  if  this  rccomjnendation, 
vjhich  yctir  Excellency  terms  a  re- 
quifticUy  be  founded  on  fo  much 
juUicc  and  humanity,  that  it  cannot  be 
controverted.  If  the  authority  ivitk 
Hchich  if  is  introduced  fjoidd  preclude 
all  difputation    about    complying   <vjith 
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it,  nAje  foould  be  glad  to  knoiv  ^vjhat 
freedom  ive  ha-ve  in  the  cafe. 

On  the  25  th  of  June,  the  Houfe 
rcfuming  the  furtlier  confiderarion  of 
this  matter,  fent  the  following  mef- 
fage  to  the  Governor  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have 
duly  attended  to  that  part  of  your 
Excellency's  fpeech  which  had  re- 
ference to  a  full  and  ample  corn- 
pen  fation  to  be  made  to  the  fufFerers 
in  the  late  diilurbances. 

We  are  fenfibly  alFei^ted  with  the 
lofs  they  have  fuilained,  and  have  the 
greatell:  abhorrence  of  the  madnefs 
and  barbarity  of  thofe  perfons,  who 
were  the  inflruments  of  their  fuf- 
ferings — Nothing  fhall  be  omitted  by 
us  in  our  department  to  bring  the  per- 
petrators of  fo  horrid  a  fact  to  ex- 
emplary juftice,  and  if  it  be  in  their 
power,  to  a  pecuniary  refritution  of 
all  damages* 

But  may  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
as  a  compliance  with  your  Excellency's 
recommendation  to  the  provincial  af- 
fembly  to  make  up  thefe  loifes,  appears 
to  this  houfe  ?iot  as  an  a^  ofjujiice,  but 
rather  of  generofity  (B./.  106.);  they 
are  in  doubt,  whether  they  have  any 
authority  to  make  their  ccnflituents 
chargeable  with  it,  without  their  ex- 
preis  confeni".  The  houfe,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency 
that  they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
refer  the  confideration  of  this  matter  to 
the  next  fitting  of  the  general  court  ^  (C. 
p,  107.)  tliat  the  members  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  taking  the  minds 
and  inli ruction  of  the  feveral  towns 
thereupon. 

On  the  27th  of  June  the  Governor 
fent  the  following  meiTage  to  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hovfe  of  Reprs- 
fentati'ves. 
As  your  realbns  for  not  complying 
at  prefent  with  what  has  been  recom- 
mended to  you  by  order  of  the  King 
with  the  advice  of  his  parliament,  on 
f.he  behalf  of  the  fufFerers  in  the  late 
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dillurbances,  will  probably  be  can- 
vaffed  with  great  precifion,  it  will  be 
proper  that  the  intendment  of  them 
fliould  be  as  certain  as  may  be.  I 
Ihould,  therefore,  be  glad  to  know 
whether  I  mull:  underitand  from  your 
meiTage  of  yeflerday,  that  it  is  your 
opinion,  that  a  detection  of  the  per- 
petrators of  the  late  mifchiefs  is  necef- 
fary  to  intitie  the  fufFerers  to  a  corn- 
pen  fation  for  their  lofles. 

It  appears  to  be  the  gracious  in- 
tention of  the  King  and  parliament, 
that  a  veil  fhould  be  call  over. the  late 
difturbances,  provided  it  be  covered 
by  a  general  and  uniform  dutiful  be- 
haviour for  the  future ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly no  lefs  their  firm  and  refolute 
purpofe,  that  the  fufFerers  by  thefe 
difturbances  fhall  have  a  full  and 
ample  indemnification  made  to  them  : 
And  this  bufinefs  has  been  committed 
to  you  upon  principles  of  humanity 
andjuftice,  rather  than  of  meer  ge- 
nerofity. 

If  you  think  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  promotion  and  perpetration  of  the 
late  diforders,  is  a  neceffary  prelimi- 
nary to  determine  from  whence  the 
charge  of  the  compenfation  fhall 
finally  come,  and  fhall  pronounce  for 
the  expediency  of  fuch  an  enquiry, 
you  will  certainly  be  afTifted  by  the 
Governor  and  council  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  it,  and  I  dare  fay  it  will  be 
no  difficult  work  to  trace  this  matter 
to  the  bottom. 

But  in  the  mean  time  I  fear  the 
King  and  parliament  will  think  their 
intimations  difregarded,  by  your  pro- 
pofing  an  enquiry  now,  after  it  has 
been  neglected  for  nine  months  paft  ; 
during  all  which  time,  the  houfe  have 
had  this  very  bufinefs  of  indemni- 
fication under  their  confideration. 
They  expedt  from  you,  that  the  fuf- 
ferers  fnall  be  indemnified  at  all 
events,  whether  the  offenders  are  dif- 
covered  or  not,  or  whether  they  are 
able  to  pay  the  damages  or  not,  and 
feem  to  be  more  intent  upon  indem- 
niii cation  than  punifhm.ent, 

P  I  there- 


10^  PRIOR       DO 

I  therefore  wifh,  for  the  fake  of  the 
province,  whofe  interefts,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  its  trade,  are  now  in  a 
very  nice  balance,  and  for  the  fake 
of  this  town,  whole  refpedable  inha- 
bitants have  already  fufiered  much  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world,  for  having 
been  tame  fpe6lators  of  the  violences 
committed  in  it,  that  you  would  re- 
move this  difgrace  without  the  leaft 
delay,  by  ordering  the  indemnification 
immediately  to  be  made  upon  the 
credit  of  thofe,  whom  you  fhall  here- 
after judge  to  be  chargeable  with  it — 
When  this  is  done,  there  can.  be  no 
objeftion  to  your  poftponing  the  con- 
fideration  on  whom  this  money  ought 
ultimately  to  be  laid,  to  what  time 
you  pleafe,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  any  enquiry  v/hich  you  lliall  think 
fit  to  make  for  this  purpofe,  will  be  as 
efficacious  as  you  can  defirc.  (D  .^?>.  107.) 

Upon  which  the  houfe  the  nsxt  day 
prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  fol- 
iowing  addrefs  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

The  houfe  have  duly  attended  to 
your  Excellency's  melTage  of  the  27th 
inftant.  We  are  fully  fenfible  of  the 
goodnefs  of  the  King  and  parliament, 
and  agree  with  your  Excellency,  that 
it  appears  to  be  their  gracious  in- 
tention that  a  veil  iliculd  be  drawn 
over  the  late  diiturbances,  and  we 
hope  our  behaviour  will  always  be 
fuch  as  to  merit  their  approbation. 
Sir,  the  houfe  are  ever  attcnti\'e  to 
the  applications  of  perfons  of  every 
rank  whofe  cafe  juflly  claims  their 
confideration  ;  (E./.  loS.)  But  as  the 
fuffercrs,  ivhom  ^.ve  apprehend yow  Ex- 
cellency refers  to,  ha^vc  m-vcr  applied  to 
this  houfe  (as  ^j:e  coiiceinje)  in  a  parlia- 
mentary nvay  for  relief,  wf  are  humbly 
of  opinion,  that  ive  ha-ve  done  all  at 
prefent  that  our  incjl  gracious  foyercign 
and  his  parliament  can  reafonabiy  expedi 
from  us.'  But  to  Jhe-xv  our  regard  to 
e'very  thing  recommended  to  the  King  and 
parliament,  nve  have  appointed  a  ccm- 
nittee  to  lit  in  the  recefs  of  tlie  court, 
to  make  a  t borough  enquiry  into  the  riots 
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committed  in  the  month  of  Auguftlaft, 
and  difcover  the  perfons  concerned 
therein,  as  far  as  may  be,  for  the  ef- 
fedluating  which  bufmefs,  we  doubt 
not  but  we  fhall  be  aided  by  your 
Excellency  and  his  Majefty*s  coun'cil. 

And  further,  we  would  acquain-t 
your  Excellency,  that  the  houfe  have 
paiTed  a  refolve  to  take  the  report  of 
this  committee  under  coniideration  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  fcflions  of 
this  court,  and  aft  thereon  what  fhiall 
appear  to  them  to  be  jull  and  reafon- 
ab!e. 

Your  Excellency  is  pleafed  to  en- 
force the  immediate  compliance  of  the 
houfe  with  this  requifitlon^  by  an  ar- 
gument drawn  from  a  regard  to  the 
town  of  Boilon,  the  reputation  of 
whofe  inhabitants  your  Excellency 
fays,  has  already  fuffered  much,  for 
having  been  tame  fpeflators  of  the 
violences  committed,  and  that  this 
difgrace  would  be  removed  thereby. 
We  fee  no  reafon,  why  the  reputation 
of  that  town  Ihould  fuffer  in  the 
opinion  of  any  one,  from  all  the  evi- 
dence that  has  fallen  under  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  houfe  ;  nor  does  it 
appear  to  us,  how  a  compliance 
would  remove  fuch  difgrace,  if  that 
town  had  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  have 
fallen  under  it. 


Go-uertior  Bernard^ s  Obfer-uations  on  the 

Proceedings  for  the  Indetmiification  cf 

the  Sufferers  in  the  Riots  at  Bofion. — 

/;;  his  Letter  of  the  igth  of  July. 

{A. p.  i04.)PIehadbeeri  iongufedto 

term  the  commands  of  the  King,  requi- 

fitions,  and  they  have  been  frequently  fo 

called  by  the  ailembly,    he  therefore 

could  not  ufe  a  lower  cxprefiion  of  a 

command  of  the  King's,  preceded  by 

the  advice  of  his  parliament,  therefore 

the  Governor  calls  it  a  requifition  of 

a  fingiilar  nature,  and  fays,  that  the 

authority  of  it  ought  to  preclude  all 

difputaticn. 

(B./.  105.)  The  difoute  concerning  tJic 
indemnification  being  an  act  of  julHce, 
runs  through  the  whole  proceedings. 

It 
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It  has  been  before  fliewed,  in  fupport 
of  the  governors  ufmg  that  expreflion, 
Jiow  it  is  an  aft  of  juftice,  fince  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  declared 
that  the  fufferers  ought  to  ha^ve  full 
compenfatic7t  made  to  them  ',  terms 
very  exprefTive  of  its  being  an  a6l  of 
juftice ;  and  the  fecretary  of  Hate, 
writing  by  the  command  of  the  King, 
purfuant  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  exprefsly  fays,  that  the 
fentiments  of  the  parliament  are 
founded  on  the  ckareji  principles  of 
humanity  and  jufice.  If  the  indem- 
nification is  to  be  coniidered  as  an 
a6l  of  juftice,  it  ought  to  come  from 
the  town  of  Bofton  ;  if  it  is  to  be  paid 
by  the  province  at  large,  it  will  be  an 
?ift  of  generofity,  that  is  to  the  town 
of  Boilon,  from  whom  it  is  in  juftice 
due.  The  people  throughout  the 
country,  expecl  that  it  Ihall  be  paid 
by  Eofton  only.  The  reprefentatives 
of  Boilon  have  power  enough  to  pre- 
vent its  being  charged  upon  Boiton, 
but  not  power  enough  to  engage  the 
houfe  to  charge  the  province  with  it. 
And  hence  it  is,  that  they  are  obliged 
to  poftpone  this  bufmefs,  in  hopes, 
fomc  time  or  ctlier,  to  prevail  upon 
the  houfe  to  charge  this  lofs  upon  the 
province,  and  exempt  the  town  of 
Bofton  from  it,  and  fo  it  is,  that  this 
bufmefs  is  put  off  to  latter  Lammas. 
(C ./.  1 05  )Between  t -  e  foregoing mef- 
fage  anu  the  follov.'ing  anfv/er  to  ir, 
there  pafTed  a  tranfadlion  which  is  pro- 
per to  mention  here.  The  houfe  fcnt  a 
meffage  to  the  Governor  verbally  by  a 
committee,  to  defire  that  he  would 
acquaint  the  houfe '  v/ith  the  ia- 
fcrmations  he  had  received  of  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  riots  at 
Boftcn  ;  the  Governor  anfwered,  that 
all  his  informations  had  been  com- 
municated by  private  converfations, 
and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could 
not  m;ke  a  public  ufe  of  them  at 
prefent  ;  that  he  had  never  entered 
inro  a  formal  enquiry,  nor  ever  exa- 
mined a  iingie  v;itnefs,  although  he 
had  had  o.^ers  made  him  of  feme  v/ho 
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would  ^untarily  fubmit  to  his  exa- 
mination, but  that  he  declined  it  at 
firft,  becaufe  the  government  could 
not  fupport  itfelf  in  fuch  a  bufmefs, 
and  fince,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  King  and  parliament  did  not 
defire  fuch  an  enquiry  Ihould  be 
made ;  that  he  much  doubted  the 
propriety  of  fuch  an  enquiry,  now 
having  learnt  enough  to  forefee,  that 
it  would  go  too  deep  and  fpread  too 
wide.  But  if  the  houfe  fliould  de- 
termine for  fuch  an  enquiry,  and 
Ihould  be  in  earneft  in  the  profecution 
of  it,  he  ihould  think  it  the  duty  of 
the  Governor  and  council  to  affill 
them  in  it,  but  he  very  much  re- 
commended it  to  the  houfe,  not  to 
make  the  indemniftcation  dependant 
upon,  or  fubjeft  to  the  refult  of  the 
enquiry  —If  the  houfe  wants  only  to 
confult  their  conRituents,  they  iliould 
fix  upon  a  fliort  day  to  return  and 
defire  the  Governor  to  grant  them  an 
adjournment  for  that  purpofe,  and 
time  ;  but  if  they  only  poftpone  the 
confideration  of  it  to  next  feffions, 
without  giving  any  affurance  of  their 
intention  to  make  an  indemnification, 
or  defiring  a  fhort  day  to  determlije 
upon  it,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  a 
prefent  refufal,  and  they  muft  not 
exped  that  the  Governor  will  move 
this  bufinefs  to  them  any  more,  with- 
out fpecial  orders  for  it. — This  was 
reported  to  the  houfe,  and  the  de- 
liberation turned  upon  the  giving  fome 
affurance  of  their  making  an  indemni- 
fication, when  it  was  determined  to 
avoid  giving  the  leaft  hint  of  a  certain 
intention  of  making  an  indemni- 
fication. 

(D./.  106.)  Tills  is  quite  new:  to 
examine  the  force  of  this  p^ea,  it  will 
be  necefl^ary  to  review  the  proceer.ings 
on  this  fubjeft  from  the  beg  nning. 

On  the  day  after  the  rain  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor's  houfe,  or  ra- 
ther on  the  la;:;e  day,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  reprefented  the  affair  to  the 
Governor  in  council,  who  thereupon 
appointed  a  committee  to  eilimate  the 
P  2  damage; 
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damage ;  as  his  lofs  has  been  found 
to  be  above  three-fourths  of  the  whole, 
we  may  very  well  ftate  the  cafe  upon 
his  inftance  only.  The  Governor,  by 
the  advice  of  the  council,  fummoned 
the  afTembly,  and  at  the  inftance  and 
on  the  behalf  of  the  fufFerers,  recom- 
mended to  the  Houfe  of  Re  prefentatives 
to  make  them  a  compenfation.  The 
houfe  demurred  upon  it,  but  never 
once  objedled  to  the  fufrerers  applying 
through  the  governor's  mediation, 
rather  than  immediately  to  the  houfe 
(E./.  io6.).  li'tthe  next  feffion,  which 
began  the  middle  of  January,  nothing 
was  done  for  indemnifying  the  fufFer- 
ers, and  not  one  word  of  ohjediion  for 
the  fufFerers  not  having  applied  to  the 
houfe  immediately,  appears  to  have 
been  urged  by  the  houfe,  though  that 
fefTion  larted  near  two  months.  In 
the  mean  time  the  parliament  got 
hold  of  this  matter,  whether  by  pe- 
tition of  the  fufFerers,  or  on  their  own 
motion,  ex  debito  jujlitia,  does  not 
appear.  On  the  laft  day  of  May, 
being  three  days  after  the  new  af- 
fembly  had  met,  the  Governor  re- 
ceived his  orders  from  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  communicated  them  to  the 
houfe  on  the  3d  day  of  June.  For 
three  weeks  after  this  matter  was 
agitated,  and  there  v/ere  three  formal 
debates  had  upon  it,  and  as  many 
queftions  put :  there  were  two  feveral 
anfwers  given  to  the  governor,  neither 
of  which  mentioned  any  objedlion 
arifmg  from  the  fufFerers  not  having 
petitioned  the  houfe,  till  after  the  Go- 
vernor  had  fent    his    final  meffage. 


This  new  diihculty  is  introduced  on 
the  laft  day  of  the  feffion,  nine  months 
after  the  origination  of  this  bufmefs, 
and  above  three  weeks  after  it  came 
recommended  by  his  Majelly,  at  the 
defire  of  parliament,  and  upon  the 
authority  of  this  objeflion,  the  houie 
declare  that  they  have  done  all  at 
prefent  that  the  King  and  parliament 
can  reaionably  expedt  from  them. 
P,  S.   Since  the  writing  the  foregoing 

obfervaiions,     a    letter    has    been. 

publifiied    in     a     Boilon     nevvf- 
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paper,  v/herein  the  writer  endea^ 
vours  to  fhew,  that  the  Governor's 
urging  the  recommendation  with 
too  great  authority,  was  the  caufe 
of  its  not  being  complied  with — 
Had  they  been  difpofed  to  have 
complied,  they  might  have  fepa- 
rated  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  and  the  fecretary  of 
Hate's  letter  from  the  Governor's 
fpeech,  and  given  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  it  was  the  indulgence  of 
the  former,  and  not  the  authorita- 
tivenefs  of  the  latter,  which  in- 
duced them  to  comply  with  it.  But 
the  difficulty  with  v/hich  that  bu- 
fmefs has  hitherto  laboured,  and  is 
ever  like  to  labour,  is,  that  the 
country  thinks  it  moft  reafonable, 
that  the  charge  fhould  be  borne  by 
the  town  only,  and  the  town  is  for 
flinging  it  upon  the  province  in 
general. 


ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Ge-tzeral 
Gage  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
\_Received  September  29.] 
Neiv-Tork,  Auguf  z^,    1766. 
The  firft  battalion  of  the  60th,  or 
royal  American  regiment,  was  order- 
ed to  Quebec,    to  replace   the  2Sth 
regiment,  and  the  fecond  battalion  of 
the  60th,  marched  into  the  interior 
country    to   relieve    the   polls    there. 
The  28th  and  46th  reginient&  ftaid  in 
the  province,  and  one    of  them  de- 
fined in  a  little  time  for  the  province 
of    New    Jerfey  ;     but    the    riots   in 
Duchefs  and  Albany  counties,  occa- 
fioned   their  being  detained  in   this 
province.     The  number  propofed  for 
this  place,  is  to  the  amount  of  one 
regiment  compleat,  and  a  company  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  artillery:   But 
it  is  proper  to  acquaint  your  grace, 
that  in  my  demand  for  quarters,  it 
was  neceflary  to  manage  matters  fo, 
that    all    the    barracks   here  and   at 
Albany,     fhould    be     fupplied    with 
bedding  and  utenfils,  that  the  troops 
who  Ihall   march  through   this  pro- 
vince,   which   is   the   route    to   and 

from 
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from  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  well 
as  to  and  from  the  Upper  Lakes,  may 
be  hereafter  comfortably  lodged,  in- 
ftead  of  lying  on  bare  boards,  which 
they  have  frequently  done. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Go%>ernor  Pitkin  to 

Mr.  Secretary  Connjcay. 

[Recei'ved  October  3.] 

Hartford^  Conne^iicut ,  Auguf  ^y  1766, 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  of  your's  of  the 
3111  of  March  laft,  direded  to  the 
Governor  and  company  of  the  colony 
"of  Connefticut,  in  which  I  have  the 
honour  at  prefent  to  prefide,  and  fliall 
take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  com- 
municate that  and  the  ieveral  copies 
of  afts  of  parliament  therewith,  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  general  alTembly  of  the 
colony. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  or  defcribe 
the  increaible  joy  with  which  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  in  general,  as 
well  as  of  this  colony  in  particular, 
received  the  moll  agreeable  news  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Itamp-adl,  and 
Which  they  have  expreffed  by  every 
token  of  gladnefs  that  they  could  ex- 
hibit. Ail  America  have  been  wait- 
ing in  the  moft  anxious  fufpence  for 
the  decifion  of  this  great  and  moll  in- 
terefting  affair,  have  eileemed  it  the 
very  crifis  of  their  fate,  and  are  now 
full  of  the  warmell  gratitude  for  the 
grace  and  goodnefs  manifefted  to 
them.  I'he  .  magnanimity,  mode- 
ration and  condefcenfion,  the  wifdom, 
juilice,  and  equity  fo  fignaily  dif- 
played  by  iiis  rviajeity  and  parliament, 
in  repealing  this  aCl,  have  filled  us 
v/ith  the  fmcercft  joy,  and  the  warmell 
fentiments  of  the  moft  refpedful  gra- 
titude to  his  Majeily  and  the  par- 
liament, and  will,  without  doubt, 
confirm  us  in  the  ilrongeildifpofitions 
to  a  fteady  aiteftionate  loyalty  to  the 
King,  and  the  tendereil  aifedion  to 
our  mother  country.  I  am  perfeftly 
fennble  of  the  indiilbluble  union  tnat 
there  is   between  Great-Britain  and 


C    U    M    E    N    T   S-  .109 

her  colonies  refpeding  their  interells, 
and  that  whatever  prejudices  the  on# 
mull  necelTarily  injure  the  other,  ana 
therefore  earneftly  hope,  that  no 
fymptoms  of  coldnefs  or  dilTatisfadlion 
on  any  ground  whatever,  will  now 
appear  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  colo- 
nies, which  may  tend  to  interrupt 
that  harmony  fo  effential  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  future  interells  of  both 
countries.  That  nothing  of  fo  dii^ 
agreeable  a  nature  appears  in  this 
colony,  I  can  with  great  pleafure 
afTure  yoa- — everything  here  wears  the 
face  of  decent  joy  and  humble  gra- 
titude. Nothing  could  add  more  to 
the  great  fatisfadion  we  feel  for  the 
indulgence  already  Ihewn  to  us,  than 
the  aifurance  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
us,  that  the  American  Trade  laws  are 
become  the  immediate  objed  of  par- 
liament, and  that  v/ith  equal  magna- 
nimity, clemency,  and  juiiice,  they 
are  determined  to  give  to  the  trade 
and  intereils  of  America,  every  relief 
which  our  real  circumftances  demand 
or  admit.  This  will  be  wifely  to 
perfed  the  good  work  fo  happily 
begun,  and  to  eftablilh  the  union  and 
interells  of  Great  Britain  and  America 
upon  a  bafis  that  can  never  be  fhaken. 
The  regulations  upon  the  importation 
of  foreign  molalTes  and  fugars,  &c. 
are  particularly  grievous  to  this  co- 
lony, vv'hofe  trade  confiils  chiefly  of 
articles  fit  only  for  the  Weft-India 
market.  Thefe  regulations  have,  in 
fad,  been  a  principal  means  of  our 
poverty  and  inability  to  difcharge  our 
debts  with  the  American  trader  and 
the  Britifti  merchant;  have  really,  in 
a  manner,  ftagnated  all  bufmefs  among 
us,  and  compelled  the  people,  as  far 
as  poffible,  to  defift  from  the  purchafe 
and  confumption  of  Britifh  manu- 
fadures.  An  alteration  of  the  laws, 
in  this  particular,  wculd  therefore 
give  us  a  moft  fenf:bie  relief  in  our 
prefent  fituation,  and  be  received 
with  the  greateft  gratitude  and  fatif- 
fadion. 

I  am 


^,j^  P   R  I   O   R      D    O 

I  am  particularly  happy  in  being 
able  to  acquaint  you  that  no  violences 
or  outrages  upon  private  property  have 
been  eommitted  in  this  colony,  for 
which  any  compenfation  can  be  ex- 
pefted  or  required. 

By  defire  of  the  general  affembly 
(who  were  together  when  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  repeal  juft  arrived,  but 
are  now  enjoying  a  recefs),  I  have 
figned  and  tranfmitted  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majelly,  to  exprefs  the 
iincere  joy  and  gratitude  of  this  cor- 
poration upon  this  occafion,  which  I 
humbly  hope  his  Majefty,  of  his^  pa- 
ternal gcodnefs  and  condefcenfion, 
will  be  graciouAy  pleafed  to  accept ; 
and  the  colony  will  be  greatly  obliged 
to  you  for  giving  it  a  regular  and  fa- 
vourable introdufticn  to  the  throne. 

I  have  it  alfo  in  charge  to  alTuje 
you,  that  the  colony  has  the  deepeft 
ienfe  of  gratitude  to  you,  and  all 
other  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  for 
the  great  and  good  part  you  have 
taken,  in  this  moil  important  afFair  : 
The  remembrance  of  your  wife  and 
admirable  conduct  upon  this  occafion, 
and  of  your  tendernefs  and  concern 
for  the  colonies,  will  continue  here 
to  the  lateft  pofterity,  and  your 
names  be  blefTed  by  millions  in  every 
<reneration.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  groatell  efteem  and  refpcd. 
Sir,  yottr^moft  obedient  and  moil: 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed)       William  Pitkin, 
To  the  Right  Hon.  H.  S.  Conway, 

one  of  his  Majejiy  s    P^rinci^al 

Secretaries  of  State. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Go-vernor  Grant 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Conifjay. 
\Recei<vedOaober  z\,  1766.] 
6"/.  Auguftiney    Eajl- Florida,  Au- 
guf  21,    1766. 
SIR. 
I  have  had   the  honor   to   receive 
your  letter  of  the  31!^  of  March,  with 
copies  of  two  ads  of  parliament  jult 
paHed  ;  the  firft,  for  fecuiing  the  juft 
dependance  of  the  colonies  upon  the 
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mother  country  ;  the  fecond,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  a6l  of  lail  feiTion,  grant- 
ing certain  Uamp-duties  in  America, 
and  you  are  pleafed  to  mention,  that 
you  expedt  fhortiy  to  fend  me  a  third 
for  the  indemnity  of  fuch  perfons  a^ 
have  incurred  the  penalties  impofed 
by  the  aft  juft  repealed,  as  fuch  a  bill 
v/as  then  depending,  and  had  mad? 
a  confiderabie  progrefs  in  the  Houfe 
pf  Commons. 

Though  there  neyer  was  any  dif- 
turbance  in  this  province  on  account  of 
the  ftamp-aft,  yet  every  inhabitant 
rejoices  at  the  repeal  of  it,  and  all  of 
them  muft  have  the  warmeft  and  moll 
grateful  fenfe  of  his  Majefty's  paternal 
care  of  his  colonies,  and  of  the  lenity 
and  indulgence  of  parliament,  and 
will  not,  I  dare  fay,  be  wanting  in  a 
dutiful  and  alFeftionate  return  to  fuch 
peculiar  proofs  of  indulgence  and  af- 
fedion  on  the  nart  of  his  Majefty  and 
his  parUair.enc."     I  am,  &c. 

James  Grant. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  fro?r.  Go-vernor  Tryon 
to  the  Right  Ho?:.  H.  S.  CoK--vay. 
[^Recci-jcd  Nc-vembcr  4.] 
Brunf^vjicky    North-Carolina ,  Au- 

gujl  2,  1766. 
SIR, 
I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  of 
the  31ft  of  March  on  the  13  th  of 
June  :  I  got  the  council  together  the 
28th  of  June,  Vvhen  I  laid  before 
them  your  letter,  and  the  two  ads  of 
parliament  inclofed  :  The  one  for  fe- 
curing  the  juft  dependency  of  the  co- 
lony on  the  moth.r-country  ;  the 
other  for  the  repeal  of  the  aci,  grant- 
ing certain  ftamp-dutits  in  America — 
as  I  had  prorogued  the  general  af-r 
fembly  to  the  30th  of  next  Odober 
before  I  had  the  honor  of  your  dif- 
patchcs,  I  conliiltcd  the  council,  if 
the  fervice  of  his  Majefty,  or  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  required  a 
more  early  meeting  j  they  were  una- 
nimous in  opinion,  that  confidcring 
the  great  heats  of  this  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  the  great  fcarcity  of  pro- 
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vifions  in  the  country,  moft  of  the 
members  would  be  prevented  from  at- 
tending the  afiembly,  if  called  earlier 
than  it  flood  prorogued,  and  thofe 
who  did  attend,  mud  fuffer  great  pre- 
judice by  their  abfence  from  their 
plantations ;  and,  as  the  country  was 
in  perfeft  tranquility,  and  the  inha- 
bitants returned  to  a  chearful  obe- 
w-.:ncc  to  the  laws,  they  did  not  fee 
;  :.  Majefty^s  fervice  required  a  more 
early  meeting  of  the  aiTembly  than  the 
5cth  of  Ociober. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  indofe  you, 
<  V,  the  addrefs  of  the  borough  of 
V/iiniington,  on  the  fubjv,^(5l:  of  the 
1-epeal  of  the  ilamp-aft,  together  with 
my  anfwer  ;  as  alfo  a  letter  fubfcribed 
by  the  m.ayor,  and  all  the  gentlemen 
of  Wilmington,  in  confequence  of 
my  anfwer  to  their  addrefs — my  reply 
has  wound  up  all  jealoufies  on  both 
iides :  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  fenfe  of  thefe  people  are  the 
fentiments  of  the  whole  province,  and 
that  we  fhall  meet  at  Newburn  all 
in  good  humour.     I  am,  &c. 

Vv'lLLIAM   TrYON, 


Addrefs  of  the  Borough  of  Wilmington 
to  Go'vernor  Tryon.  With  his  Anfqjoer, 
"—In  his  Letter  of  Auguft  2,  1766. 
North-  Carolina^ 
51?   his  Excellency  William  Tryon y  Efq; 
Captain  General,  Go'verncr,  and  Co?n- 
mander   in   Chief,    in  and  o<ver  the 
Province  of  North-Co.rolina,    l^c. 
The  Addrefs  of  the  Corporation  cfWil- 
?ni*igtcn. 
S  I  R, 
We,  his  Majeily's  moll:  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjecls,    the  mayor,    recorder, 
aldermen  and  freeholders   of  the  bo- 
rough of  Wilmington,  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the 
repeal  of  the  American  itamp-aft,  and 
on  the  happy  prcfped  of  the  union 
and  harmony  thereby  eftabliihed  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  their  mother- 
country. 

Permit  us  alfo  to  exprefs  our  moft 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  the  fu- 
pteme   legiflatare   of  Great-Britain, 
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for  their  care  and  attention  in 
protecting  the  inhabitants  of  his 
iWajefty's^extenfive  American  domi- 
nions in  the  enjoyment  of  that  inefti- 
mable  bielfijig.  Liberty,  and  at  the 
fame  time  releafmg  them  from  a  bur- 
then they  were  unable  to  bear. 

With  hearts  full  of  gratitude  to  the 
bed  of  Kings,  we  afTure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  we  Ihall  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  defend  and  proteft  his  Ma- 
jelly's  perfon  and  government,  and  to 
evince  our  inviolable  attachment  to 
his  illuilrious  houfe,  at  the  ril^que  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes. 

We  cannot  help  exprefTing  our  con- 
cern at  the  many  reprefentations  that 
have  been  made  to  your  Excellency, 
of  the  tranfrftlons  of  the  inhabitants 
of^  this  borough,  and  feveral  of  the 
adjacent  counties,  fmce  the  time  of 
the  ftamp-adl  taking  place  :  Permit 
us  to  aiTare  you.  Sir,  that  it  has  ever 
been  our  conilant  endeavour,  as  far 
as  our  influence  extended,  to  promote 
the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  your  Excel- 
lency's adminillration. 

MosEs  John  de  Rosset,  Mayor. 
Borough  of  Wilmington,  JiaiezG,  ijGG, 

His  Excellency's  Anfwer. 
To  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and 
Freeholders  of  th^  Borough   of  Wil- 
mington. 

Gcnile7nen, 
It  IS  With  fatisfa<5lion  I  receive  your 
congratulations  on  the  repeal  of  the 
a(5l  of  parliament,    granting  certain 
flamp-duties  in  America. 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  you 
exprefs  to  the  fupreme  legiflature  of 
Great  Britain,  for  their  care  and  at- 
tention to  the  liberties  of  the  inhabi- 
tan:s  of  his  Majefty's  American  do- 
minions, and  alfo  your  affeftionate 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  facred  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
vernment, as  they  are  extremely  grate- 
ful to  me,  I  iliall,  with  a  fenfible 
pleafure,  tranfmit  thofe  warm  fen- 
timents of  refpeftful  gratitude  and 
duty  to  his  Majeily's  principal  fecre- 
tary  of  ilate. 

I  trufl 
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I  truit  that  the  moderation  and  un- 
paralleled lenity  Co  remarkably  ma- 
nifefted  by  his  Majefty  and  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  colonies,  will  dilpofe  the 
inhabitants  to  that  chearful  obedience 
to  the  legiflative  authority  of  Great- 
Britain,  on  which  their  future  prof- 
perity  fo  much  depends ;  fuch  a  con- 
dud  will  prove  the  ftrongeil:  cement 
for  the  moft  firm  and  happy  union 
between  the  mother  country  and  her 
colonies. 

I  profefs,  gentlemen,  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  anfwer  that  part  of  your  ad- 
drefs,  wherein  you  mention  mifrepre- 
fentations  having  been  made  to  me  of 
the  conduft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Wilmington.  I  declare 
what  impreffions  I  have  conceived  of 
them,  arofe  from  a  behaviour  that 
came  immediately  under  my  ov/n  ob- 
fervation. 
Brun/ivkk,  June  26,    17 66. 

A  true  copy,  taken  from  the  ori- 
ginal, this  2d  of  Auguft,  1766. 

Fount.  Elwin,   Priv.  Sec. 


Addrefs  of  the  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  of 
Wihnington  to  Go^erncr  Try  on.   With 
f.is  .i'nf-iJCcr. — In  his  LetteVy  Aug,  2. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excdhncy, 

S  I  R, 

It  is  v/ith  extreme  concern  we  have 
obferved  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to 
the  addrei's  of  the  corporation  of  Wil- 
mington, expreflions  v.hich  may  be 
conftrued  to  charge  that  borough  with 
fome  marks  of  intentional  difrefped 
towards  your  Excellency— a  conduct 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  our  hearts 
we  can  with  the  greateft  juilice  dif- 
claim,  and  which,  from  a  love  of 
order  and  a  regard  to  decency,  we 
ihould  fmcerely  condemn,  not  only  as 
inconfiftent  with  that  dutiful  affection 
towards  his  Majeily's  reprefentative, 
which  we  lliall  always  endeavour  to 
cultivate,  but  with  the  grateful  return 
of  fentiment  which  your  perfonal  me- 
rit juilly  claims. 

If  oppreffed  by  the  late  ad,  fome 
commotions  of  the  country  feemed  to 
threaten  a  departure  from  moderation, 
your  Excellency,  we  hope,   will  not 
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impute  thefe  tranfadions  to  any  other 
motive,  than  a  convidion  that  mo- 
deration ceafes  to  be  a  virtue,  when 
the  liberty  of  Britifh  fubjeds  is  in 
danger  ;  but  the  greater  the  danger 
was,  the  more  reafon  we  have  to  ap- 
plaud the  honor  and  julHce  of  the 
Britifh  parliament,  whofe  prudent  re- 
folutions  have  relieved  us  from  the 
melancholy  dilemma  to  which  we 
were  almoll  reduced. 

From  his  Majeily,  whofe  heart  ever 
rejoices  in  the  happinefs  of  his  people, 
we  moil  humbly  and  thankfully  receive 
this  mark  of  attention  to  the  diitreifes 
of  his  American  fubjeds,  and  lliall 
always  return  his  royal  protedion  and 
regard,  with  all  the  aifedion  and 
obedience  of  the  moft  loyal  fubjeds  of 
a  free  kingdom,  joined  to  that  filial 
duty  and  conilitutional  connedion 
on  which  our  future  happinefs  and 
exiftence  entirely  depends. 

Amidll  the  variety  of  difagreeable 
events  which  the  late  commotions  oc- 
cafioned,  we  have  with  great  indig- 
nation obferved,  in  the  Barbadoes 
Gazette  of  the  19th  of  April,  a  pa- 
ragraph as  void  of  decency  as  it  is  of 
truth,  well  aflured,  that  your  Excel- 
lency's condud  has  been  always  regu- 
lated by  no  other  motive  than  a  ge- 
nerous concern  for  the  public  good, 
and  that  duty  which  you.  Sir,  and 
we  all  owe  to  a  fovereign  ever  intent 
on  the  welfare  of  his  people,  fup- 
ported  by  an  ardent  defire  to  promote 
the  particular  happinefs  of  a  pro- 
vince committed  to  your  charge.  We 
are,  &c.  (Signed  by  nineteen  perfons.) 
July  28,    1766.   ' 

Brunfvick,  Ai/guf  2,  1766. 
Gentlcfi:eny 
As  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  of  lall 
m.onth  has  removed  thofe  afperfions  1 
felt  you  had  laid  on  my  charader  in 
your  addrefs  to  me  on  the  26th  of 
June,  i  am  now  willing  to  forget 
every  impropriety  of  condud  any  of 
the  fubfcribers,  and  the  town  of  Wil- 
mington, have  fliewn  perfonally  to- 
wards me  in  the  late  commotions.  I 
thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  tefti- 

mony 
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mony  you  give  me  of  your  appro- 
bation of  my  general  conduft,  but  my 
acknowledgements  are  more  expreisly 
due  for  the  jufiice  you  do  me  in  fuch 
part  of  my  conduft  as  has  been  tra- 
duced by  the  Barbadoes  Gazette  of 
the  19th  of  April  laft.     lam,  &c. 

William  Tryon. 
To  Mofes  JohnDeRqfet,  Ejq;  Mayor, 

and  thd  Gentlemen  of  the  Borough  of 

Wilmington. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Horatio  Sharpe, 
E/q'y  Deputy  Gonjernor  of  Maryland, 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Con-uuay. 

\_Rece''ved  No=vember  y ."] 

Annapolis,   June  2J,  I  "66, 

SIR, 

Having  lately  had  the  fatisfaftion 
to  receive  the  letter  you  was  pleafed 
to  favour  me  with  the  31ft  of  March 
laft,  inclofmg  copies  of  the  two  ads 
of  parliament  which  had  then  paiTed  ; 
one  for  fecuring  the  juil:  dependency 
of  the  colonies  on  the  mother  country ; 
the  other  for  the  repeal  of  the  a6l, 
granting  certain  Ilamp-du'des  in  Ame- 
rica, I  now  do  myfelf  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  my  receipt  thereof,  and 
alfo  of  the  copy  therewith  tranfmitted 
of  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which,  together  with  your 
letter,  I  fnall  lay  before  the  afiembly 
of  this  province  as  fcon  as  they  meet, 
which,  however,  cannot  be  before  the 
end  of  the  fummer.  As  foon  as  copies 
of  the  two  above-mentioned  adls  of 
parliament  came  to  my  hands,  I  caufed 
them  to  be  publifhed,  and  had  the 
fatisfadlion  to  hear  and  fee  that  the 
in'iabitants  of  this  province  in  general 
were  affected  with  a  proper  ienfe  of 
the  moderation,  forbearance  and  le- 
nity of  the  Britifh  parliament,  lately 
manifefted  with  rcfpecl  to  the  co- 
lonies I  and  I  flatter  myfelf  they  are 
already  difpofed  to  pay  the  mofL  chear- 
ful  obedience  to  the  legiflative  au- 
thority of  Great-Britain,  and  all  the 
laws  now  exifting.  Tranquility  and 
good  order  is  now  perfectly  reltored 
here,  and  the  late  diftraftions  will,  I 
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hope,  foon  be  forgotten  ;  the  refent- 
ment  fome  time  ago  expreiTed  againft 
the  perfon  that  was  appointed  to 
diflribute  the  flampt  paper  here,  is  en- 
tirely fubfided,  and  he  now  refides 
and  carries  on  bufinefs  in  this  place 
to  as  great  extent  and  advantage  r.s  he 
did  before  his  appointment.  Such  a 
fudden  alteration  in  the  face  of  things, 
and  in  the  behaviour  of  the  people, 
encourages  me  to  hope,  that  there  is 
an  end  to  all  uneafmefs,  difcontent 
and  murmurings,  and  am  inclined  to 
think  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  within 
this  province,  will,  for  the  future,  be 
more  ftudious  than  ever,  to  demon- 
flrate  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign 
their  loyalty,  duty  and  gratitude,  and 
to  the  mother-country  their  thank- 
fulnefs  and  affedion.  You  may.  Sir, 
be  afTured,  that  no  endeavour  of  mine 
fhall  be  wanting  to  iniiill  and  en- 
courage fuch  fentiments,  and  to  ef- 
feduate  what  you  are  pleafed  to  re- 
commend.    I  am,  &c. 

Horatio  Sharpe. 


Governor  Bernard^ s  Letter  to  the  Earl 

of  Shelburne. 

\_Recei'ved  December  29.] 

Bojlon,  November  14,  1766. 
My  Lord, 
By  my  letter,  dated  July  19,  I  in- 
formed your  lordQiip,  that  if  there 
fhould  be  any  opening  for  me  to 
exped  that  the  houfe  would  acl  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  compenfation,  in  a 
diiftrent  manner  from  what  they  had 
done,  I  Hiould  not  fail  to  avail  myfelf 
of  it.  I  am,  therefore,  now  to  inform 
your  lordfhip  of  the  fecond  trial  I 
have  made  for  getting  this  bufmefs 
done,  with  the  event  of  it,  and,  in 
order  to  explain  thefe  proceedings 
more  fully,  I  muil  beg  leave  to  de- 
lineate to  your  lordfhip  the  real  dif- 
ficulties which  have  prevented  this 
bufinefs  being  done,  as  they  appear 
very  little  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe, 
and  pains  have  been  taken,  that  they 
fnould  not  appear,  although  they  are 
notorious 
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notorious  to  every  perfon  in  the  pro- 
vince who  thinks  upon  the  fubjed. 

The  riotous  proceedings  at  Bolton 
were  generally  abhorred  by  the  beft 
men  in  the  province,  and  by  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  vvhn  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  fufferers  was  firll  talked 
of,  it  was  the  general  opiuion  that  it 
ought  to  be  made,  bur  that  it  was 
due  from  the  to.vn  of  Boilon  only,  and 
not  from  the  province  in  general. 
This  opmion  was  very  prevalent  when 
Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  letter,  dated 
31ft  of  March  arrived  here  on  the  laft 
day  of  May  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon 
why  the  members  for  Bofton,  contrary 
to  the  real  intereft  of  the  town,  de- 
termined to  oppofe  the  making  a 
compenfation  even  out  of  the  treafur /. 
In  which  way,  if  they  had  at  that  time 
with  their  party  joined  the  friends  of 
government,  it  might  have  been  done 
— Buttheywreeapprehenfivethatifthe 
money  was  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treafury,  it  would  be  then  moved  that 
it  fhould  be  charged  upon  the  town  of 
Bofton,  which,  as  the  tax-bill  was  to 
be  pafTed  at  that  time,  might  have  been 
done  with  the  dalh  of  a  pen — They 
therefore  refblving  to  oppofe  the 
granting  the  compenfation  that  M- 
fion,  turned  the  whole  bufinefs  into 
evafions  and  fubterfuges,  to  give  pre- 
tended reafons  for  not  complying,  their 
ana  to  couceal  the  true  one. — Therea- 
fons  given,  were,  firll,  that  it  was  a 
buiinefs  of  too  much  importance  to 
tranfaft  without  confultmg  their  con- 
llitucnts  ;  fecondly,  that  the  fufferers 
had  not  applied  to  them  in  a  par- 
liamentary way,  that  is,  by  petition- 
ing the  houie. 

It  was  not  iong  before  they  received 
repeated  advices,  that  the  general 
opinion  in  England  was,  that  ihe 
honor  of  parliament  was  engaged  to 
fee  the  comp  nation  made,  and  they 
would  certainly  take  it  up  where  the 
provincial  aflenibly  refufed  it.  And 
it  was  veiy  obvious,  that  the  par- 
liament might  inforcc  the  payment  of 
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a  fum  of  money  from  a  fea-port  tov/n, 
or  from  a  maritime  province,  without 
infringing  any  rule  of  right  laid  down 
by  the  mod  languine  a  ivocate  for  the 
colonies,  or  even  claimed  by  them- 
felves  in  iorm.  The  people  of  Eollon 
therefore  begin  to  be  uneafy,  that 
this  money  was  not  paid- -a  ton  A 
meeuing  w^as  calle. ,  .  nd  inftruclions 
were  given  to  their  me.nbers,  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  get  the 
money  paid  out  of  the  treafury.  This 
was  a  lignal  for  me  to  call  the  af- 
fembly,  which  I  had  kept  prorogued 
by  fhort  intervals,  in  order  to  take 
hold  of  the  firil  fair  opportunity  that 
offered,  and  I  accordingly  gave  notice 
that  the  aifembly  would  meet  at  the 
time  it  was  then  prorogued  to. 

In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  pre- 
tences which  had  been  made  ufe  of  the 
lafl  fellicn,  to  excufe  the  2:J"antin2  the 
compenfation,  had  an  eifeft  contrary 
to  what  was  expefted,  or  at  lead  not 
forefeen.  As  the  necefiity  of  con- 
fulting  their  conllituents  had  been 
made  the  pretence  for  poftponing  the 
,  bufinefs,  the  members  in  general 
found  themfelves  obliged  actually  to 
confult  their  conftituents  in  form, 
which  they  would  not  have  done  other- 
wife.  This  produced  a  number  of  in- 
llrudlions  againll  paying  the  money  out 
of  the  treafury,  which  prevailed  very 
much  among  the  reprefentatives  of 
towns,  diftinguifhed  for  their  attach- 
ment to  governm.ent,  niany  of  which 
were  fo  pofitive  againlt  paying  the 
money  out  ol'the  treaiury,  that  many 
members  ftaid  away  to  avoid  ap- 
pearing againft  government,  and 
others  were  obliged  to  come  fettered 
with  inftruftions  to  a.d  againll  it. 
A^mcng  thefe  people,  the  general  rea- 
fon ing  was,  that  as  it  was  notorious 
that  the  difturbances  arole  entirely 
within  the  town  of  Bollon,  it  was 
no;  onjy  unjull  that  the  whole p'ovince 
Ihould  L)C  charged  with  the  damages 
done  by  th,m,  but  if  they  were  to 
confcnt  to  the  payment  out  of  the 
treafury,  they  lliould  thereby  acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge  themfelves  to  be  partakers  of    which  the  queftion  was  put  in  different 


^  proceedings,  of  which  they  had  al 
ways  exprefTed  their  deteflation  and 
abhorrence.  This  was  urged  parti- 
cularly at  the  meeting  at  Salem,  the 
fecond  town  in  the  province,  and  al- 
ways noted  for  its  attachment  to  go- 
vernment, which,  however,  its  mem- 
bers were  not  allowed  to  fupporC  upon 
this  occafion  only. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  affembly, 
I  determined  to  fay  nothing  that  could 
poliibiy  be  perverted,  and  in  general 
to  avoid  interfering  with  the  houfe  in 
any  manner  :  I  accordingly  made  the 
ipeech  which  I  herewith  inclofe,  in 
full  confidence  that  it  could  not  re- 
ceive a  rude  anfwer.     I  was  foon  in- 
formed, that  a  majority  of  the  houfe 
had  inilrudions  againft  granting  the 
compenfation  out  of  the  treafury,  the 
only  method  that  could  be  propofed 
with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs.     The 
grant  was  llrongly  urged  by  the  mem- 
bers for  Boflon,  in  which  they  were 
fupported  by  fome  of  the  ableft  friends 
of  government,  and  oppofed  by  only 
one  man  of  ability,    who  in  that  in- 
flance  feemcd  to  be  infatuated.     The 
argument  was  entireiy  on  the  iide  of 
the  compenfation,    and  was  much  af- 
filed by  the  examination  of  fome  gen-' 
tlemen  from  England,  to  ihew  the  af- 
furances  which  had  been  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  colonies,  that  this  com- 
penfation would  be  chearfully  made, 
and  the  almoil  certain  probability  that 
the  parliament  would  not  acquiefce  in 
the  refafai  of  it,  but  the  bad  weight 
of  the  inltrudlions  could  not  be  got 
over,    although  there  was  a  general 
convietion  throughout  the  houfe,  that 
the  compenfation  ought  to  be  m.ade. 
I  muit  again  repeat,  that  the  Bollon 
members  exerted  themfelves  for  the 
queltion  in  this  feiiion,    as   much  as 
they   did  againd  it  in  the  lail,   but 
they  were  defeated   by    their  former 
machinations,  otherwife  I  believe  it 
would  have   been  carried  without  a, 
divifion. 

After  a  litigation  of  a  fortnight,  in 


forms  two  or  three  feveral  times,  and 
lolt_  by  no  great  majority,    this  ex- 
pedient was   hit   upon :    That   they 
Ihould  bring  in  a  bill  for  compenfating 
the  fufterers,  in  which  the  fums  Ihould 
be  afcertained  (the  mifreportof  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  hurt  the  caufe), 
and  alfo  for  indemnifying  the  rioters, 
and  that  the  bill  Ihould  be  printed  for 
the  confideration  of  the  conltituents, 
and  the  governor  fhould  be  deiired  to 
grant  a  recefs  for  that  purpofe— This 
pafTed  with  little  or  no  oppofition,  and 
a  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in  and 
printed,  and   a  m.effage  was  fent  to 
me  accordingly—Two  hours  after  this 
1  received  your  lordfhip*s  setter  :  i  im= 
mediately  comm.unicated  u  to   both 
houfes,  and  gave  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  time  to  confidei  of  it,  \\hi:h 
was  only  fpentin  fruit'efs  altercadoiis, 
without  any  attempt  to  refume  the  bu- 
fi.efs  :   I  therefore  adjourned  the  ge- 
neral court  for  th.ee  we. ks,  being  the 
ea'lieil  uay  I  coukt  apioint.— I  inclofe 
cop.es  of  the  meiiage  to  me,  and  my 
fpcech  upon  the  adjournment. 

Alter  the  adjournment  had  paiTed, 
an  .  before  I  had  left  the  chair,  it  was 
obibrved    in    the  council,     that    the 
houfe  had  not  ordered  your  lordiliip's 
letter  to  be  printed,  as  it  is  ufual  to 
do  in  cafes  where  fach  publication  is 
like   to  facilitate  the  buiinefs  recom- 
mended.     It  was    therefoie   moved, 
that  the  governor  be  defired  to  order 
the  letter  to  be  printed,  as  it  would 
tend    very    much     to    conciliate    the 
minds  of  the  people  to  the  compen- 
fation, and  to  remove  the  ill-humour 
prevailing  among  them.    This  having 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  council,  1 
alfeuted  to,   being  fully  of  the  fame 
opinion.     I  mull  beg  your  lordfhip 
will  let  the  occafion  apologize  for  my 
taking  this  liberty,  if  there  fhould  be 
an  impropriety  in  it,  which  at  prefent 
I  do  not  fee,  as  thefe  kind  of  pub- 
lications are  not  uncommon  in  this 
I  am,  &c. 

Francis  Bernard. 
CL2  T/:e 
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The  Speech  of  the  Go'vernor  of  Maffa- 
■   chujett's  Bay,    Oaoher  29,    1766— 

^he  Anjnjoer  of  the  Hoiife,  No'v,  1 2 

— The  Speech  of  the  Go^vernor,  Nonj. 

13 — Iti  his  Letter  of  the  l/^ih  of  No- 

*vernl?er,    1766. 
Hi's  Excellencfs  Speech  to  loth  Eoufes  of 
Affembly  at  the  tpenifig  of  the  ScJJion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Gentle- 
men of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentati'ves, 

I  have  ihought  proper  to  call  you 
together,  that  you  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  give  a  pofitive  anfwer  to 
what  1  recommended  to  you  by  order 
of  his  Majeily  laft  fcfiion,  as  it  will  be 
expected  of  me  that  it  will  be  reported 
to  his  Maj^-fty  before  the  opening  of 
the  bufmefs  of  the  next  year,  and  I 
heartily  wifh  that  it  may  be  fuch  as 
will  anfvver  the  expeftations  and  de- 
fires  of  your  friends  in  Great-Britain. 
For  my  own  part,  I  (hall,  upon  this 
occafion,  as  upon  all  others,  make 
the  bcft  ufe  of  the  means  you  (hall  put 
in  my  hands,  to  promote  the  honor 
and  reputation  of  the  province. 

As  you  are  called  together  for  this 
bufmefs  only,  when  it  is  finiihed,  I 
fliall  have  no  objedion  to  your  return- 
ing home,  until  the  ufual  time  of 
opening  the  winter  felhon. 
Council-Chamber,         FR^  Bernard. 

The  following  is  an  anfwer  of  the 
Honourable  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor's 
ipeech  at  the  opening  of  the  fefiion. 
May  it  pltrfe'your  Excellency , 
Your  fpeech  to  both  houfes  at  the 
opening  of  the  prefent  fefTion,  has 
been  repeatedly  under  the  moft  de- 
liberate confideration  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives. 

It  was  indeed.  Sir,  with  great  re- 
luctance, tl-.at  the  houfe  found  them- 
ielves  under  the  neceflity  of  having 
recourfe  to  your  former  fpeech  and 
mefrage  upon  this  occafion,  but  as 
you  arc  plcafed  to  refer  us  to  them, 
without  faying  any  thing  to  qualify 
them,  the  houfe  cannot  help  ob- 
iervinj>,   that  the   manner  in  which 


your  Excellency  has  repeatedly  pro- 
pofed  a  compenfation  to  the  fufferers, 
has  been  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
the  houfe,  and  in  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges thereof: — that  the  terms  you 
have  made  ufe  of,  have  been  ef- 
fentially  different  from  thofe  dictated 
to  you  by  his  Majefty's  exprefs  com- 
mand, fignified  in  a  letter  from  his 
fecretary  of  Hate— that  they  tended  to 
weaken  the  inherent  uncontroulable 
right  of  the  people  to  difpofe  of  their 
own  money  to  fuch  purpofes  as  they 
iliall  judge  expedient,  and  to  no 
other :  and  that  under  thcic  appre- 
henfions,  it  is  not  improbable  fomeof 
the  towns  may  have  framed  their 
inftru(^ions  to  their  reprefentatives 
againll  a  compenfation  out  of  the 
public  treafi.iry. 

The  houfe,  however,  with  the  moll 
dutiful  and  profound  refpett,  have  at- 
tended to  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious 
and  mild  recommendation,  and  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  his  pious  and  bene- 
volent intention,  that  not  only  a 
compenfation  fhould  be  made  to  the 
fufferers  in  the  late  times,  but  alfo 
that  a  veil  be  drawn  over  every  dif- 
graceful  fcene,  and  to  forgive,  and 
even  to  forget  the  undutiful  t)ehaviour 
of  any  of  his  fubjefts  in  thofe  un- 
happy times. 

Confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  an 
indemnification  of  the  offenders  is  of 
equal  importance  and  neceffity  with 
the  making  compenfation  to  the  fuf- 
ferers, and  being  ever  ready  v\/ith  the 
utmoft  chearfulnefs,  to  unite  their  en- 
deavours, in  promoting  the  wife  and. 
moft  gracious  purpofes  of  their  riglit- 
ful  fovereign,  in  conformity  to  the 
fpirit  of  Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  let- 
ter, the  houfe  have  framed  a  bill,  in- 
titled,  *'  An  kdi  for  granting  Com- 
penfation to  the  Sufferers,  and  ge- 
neral Pardon,  Indemnity  and  Ob- 
livion, to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Times." 

This  bill  they  h;)ve  ordered  to  be 

publifiied  for  the  confideration  of  the 

feveral  towns,  and  humbly  pray  your 

Excellency 
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Excellency    would     pleafe    to     give 
then:  a  recefs  for  that  purpofe. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor's 
/peech  at  the  adjournment  of  the 
court,  AW.  13,  1766 

Gefttle?nen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fc7ttatvvss. 
.  In  the  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Shsl- 
burne,  which  I  laid  before  you,  you 
have  a  fecond  teftimony  from  another 
of  his  Majefty's  fecretaries  of  ftate,  of 
the  tendernefs  and  affedion  tow^ards 
the  people  under  my  government, 
with  which  I  have  conduced  myfelf 
during  the  late  difputes,  and  there- 
fore, I  ihall  make  no  other  anfwer  to 
the  ungenerous  infmuations  in  your 
melTage  of  yellerday,  than  by  re- 
ferring to  your  own  journals,  from 
whence  it  will  evidendy  appear,  that 
it  is  from  among  yourielves,  and  not 
from  me,  that  the  difHcuhies  which 
have  prevented  your  making  a  com- 
penfation  to  the  fuiferers  have  aro'fe. 

I  am  very  forry  that  you  have  not 
already  complied  with  what  has  been 
recommended  to  you,  but  it  is  fome 
fatisfaclion  to  me,  that  you  have  laid 
a  foundation  for  compleating  this  bu- 
finefs,  which  I  hope  will  not  fail  of 
fucceis.  The  importance  of  the  affair, 
and  the  haily  approach  of  the  new 
year,  will  not  allow  the  lofs  of  a  day 
which  can  be  faved,  and  therefore  I 
fhall  make  the  recefs  which  you  defire 
as  fnort  ?s  polTible  ;  and  that  you 
may  do  the  bufmefs  with  as  much 
credit  to  yourfelves  as  may  be,  I  fhall 
continue  the  fefiion  until  you  can  come 
to  a  final  determination. 
Crjuncil-Chcnnhcr.      F  r a' .  Bernard. 


Copy  of  a  Bill  for  granting  Com- 
penfation  to  the  SuJ-erers^  Qc.—In 
Governor  Bernard's  of  the  \\th  of 
Nonjtmbery    i'j66. 

The  following  bill  now  depending  in 
the  Houfe  of  Repreientatives,  '  is 
publifhed  by  their  orders,  for  the 
confideration  of  the  feveral  towns 
in  this  province. 


A  bill  intitled,  "  An  Aft  for 
granting  Compenfation  to  the  Suf- 
ferers, and  of  free  and  general  Pardon, 
Indemnity  and  Oblivion  to  the  Of^ 
fenders  in  the  late  Times." 

Whereas  the  King's  moft  Excellent 
Majefty  tab'ng  into  his  gracious  and 
ferious  confideration,  the  troubles, 
difcords,^  infurredions,  tumults,  and 
riots  which  have  lately  happened  in 
America,  and  that  divers  of  his  fub- 
je6ls  have  thereby  fuffered  greatly  in 
their  property,  and  others  by  occaVion 
thereof,  and  otherwiie,  have  fallen 
into,  and  are  obnoxious  to  great 
pains  and  penalties,  out  of  a  hearty 
and  pious  defire  that  fuch  fufferers  be 
compenfated,  and  to  put,  an  end  to 
all  ^  fuits,  controverfies  and  profe- 
cutions,  that  by  occafion  of  the  late 
diilradions  have  arifen,  or  may  arife 
betv/een  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds, 
and  to  the  intent  that  a  veil  be  drawn 
over  the  late  unhappy  excefles,  has 
been  pleafed  gracioufly  to  fignif/  his 
defire  to  forgive  :and  forget  them,  at 
the  flime  time  of  his  abundant  cle- 
mency, recommending  a  compen- 
fation to  the  fufferers  in  their  pro- 
perty, with  fuch  a  con  dud  in  ge- 
neral, as  ihall  be  at  this  great  crifis 
the  -bert  means  of  fixing  the  mutual  in- 
terert  and  inclination  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  on  the  mofl  firm 
and  folid  foundation.' 

From  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  grace  and  clemency,  in  order 
to  prom.ote  internal  peace  and  fafety, 
to  make  compenfation  to  the  faid.  fuf- 
ferers, and  as  a  means,  fo  far  as  in 
our  power,  of  demonflrating  to  all  the 
world,  our  fenfe  of 'the  happinefs  we 
enjoy,  in  being  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  and  intitled  to  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  privileges  of  Britilb  fub- 
j^as,  we  his  Majeily's  m.oll  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  commons  in  this  province,  in 
the  great  and  general  court  aflembled, 
of  our  free  and  good  v/ill,  have  re- 
folved  to  give  and  grant,  and  pray 
that  it  be  enaded. 

And 
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And  be  it  accordingly  enadled,  by 
the  Governor,  council,  and  houfe  of 
rcprefentatives,  that  there  be  granted 
and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of 
this  province,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;   the  fumof^.3194 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq; 
the  fum  of  j^.  172  4^. 

To  Benjamin  Hallowell,  jun.  Efq; 
the  fum  of  j^  385   6s.  \od. 

To  William  Story,  Efq;  the  fum  of 
£.6j  8j.  lod.  in  full  compenfation  for 
their  lofTes  and  fufferings  in  the  late 
times  of  confufion. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  that  all 
riots  and  unlawful  alTemblies,  coun- 
celled,  commanded,  adled,  done,  or 
made  within  this  province  between 
the  ill  day  of  Augufl,  1765,  and  the 
ill  day  of  May,  1766,  and  all  bur- 
rhries,  felonies,  aii<i  breaches  of  the 
peace  whatlbever,  committed  in,  by, 
or  during  fuch  riots,  routs,  and  un- 
lawful aiTemblies,  be,  and  hereby  are 
pardoned,  releafed,  indemnified,  dif- 
charged,  and  put  in  utter  oblivion, 
and  that  all  and  every  the  perfon  or 
perfons,  ading,  advifing,  afiilling, 
abetting  and  coun felling,  the  fame 
be,  and  are  hereby  pardoned^  re- 
leaied,  acquitted,  inuemnihed  and 
difcharged  from  the  fame,  arid  of^ 
and  from  all  pains  of  death,  and 
ether  pains,  judgment^,  indidlments, 
convidlions,  penalties  and  forfeitures, 
theretofore  had  or  given,  or  that  might 
accrue  for  the  fame,  and  that  all 
fuch  indiftments,  conviftions  and  for- 
feitures, are  hereby  declared  null  and 
void. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  that  any 
pcrfon  indited  or  prcfcntcJ,  or  in 
any  manner  profccutcd,  or  thi.t  fhall 
or  may  be  heicafter  indided,  preient- 
ed,  or  in  any  manner  profecuted,  for 
any  of  the  offences  by  this  ad  p;irdon- 
cd'»  may  pl^ad  the  general  iilue,  and 
jjive  this  ad  in  evidence,  which  fhall 
be  fuflicient  to  acquit  him. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  ad 
contained,  fhall  extend  to  the  par- 
doning, or  give  any  benefit  whatever 


to  any  perfon  who  is,  or  may  be  un- 
lawfully pofTefTed  of  any  goods  or 
chattels,  taken  or  llolen  from  any 
perfon,  unlefs  the  poffefibr  fhall, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  publication 
of  this  ad,  have  furrendered  and  de- 
livered them  up  to  the  owner. 

Provided  alfo,  that  nothmg  in  this. 
ad  fnal!  extend  to  the  barring  any 
civil  adion  of  trefpafs  for  damages 
fuftained  by  any  perfon,  not  corn- 
pen  fated  by  this  ad. 


Ext  rail  of  a  L'^tter  from  Go-uernor 
Ward  to  the  Earl  of  'helburne 
\Recei~oed  January  21,  1767.] 
Neivpcrt^  Rhode-Ifland,  Nov.  6,  1766. 
Tne  miiit.'ry  iloi-cb  and  provilions 
furnilhed  by  the  colonies  in  the  year 
17^6  for  the  provincial  troop.^,  were 
by  diredipns  from  the  Ear  of  Loudon, 
commanuer  "n  chief  of  his  Majelly's 
forces  in  North- Amer'cr.,  taken  into 
the  King's  magazines,  and  the  co- 
lonies were,  on  the  behaif  of  the 
crown,  promifed  payment  for  them. 
The  other  colonies,  upon  prefenting 
their  accounts,  received  the  money 
accordingly ;  but  this  colony  un/iap- 
pilv  negledin;^  to  tranfmit  their  ac- 
counts (amouniingto /■.421 1  19^.7^'.) 
in  f.afon,  an  objedion  aroie  when 
they  werepreTented,  to  the  payment  of 
them,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
then  fecretary  at  war  and  pay-mailer 
general,  who  propofcd  a  dedudion  of 
/\i2og  14J. --Thus  the  matter  relied 
for  feveral  years,  when  the  agent  for 
this  colony  was  introduced  to  renew 
his  application  for  payment  of  thofe 
accounts  ;  upon  whicii,  they  were 
again  referred  to  the  fecretary  at  war 
and  the  pay-mailer  in  general,  who 
after  fome  further  dedudion,  reported 
"  that  there  w.^.s  due  and  payable  to 
the  colony,  ^.2672  18/."  i  id.*'  vvhich 
fu'.n  the  colony  exptded  the  agent 
would  focn  have  received,  but  in  his 
lall  letter  he  informs  mc,  that  upon 
application  for  the  m.oney,  he  re- 
ceived a  pcfiiive  anfwer  from  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  **  That  as  arequifitiou 
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was  gone  from  the  crown  to  the  colony, 
the  treafury-board  thought  fit  to  fuf- 
pend  the  payment  of  the  money,  until 
an  anfwer  came  from  the  colony  re- 
lating to  that  requifition."  The  ge- 
neral affembly,  upon  receipt  of  this 
letter,  requelled  me  to  lay  the  matter 
before  his  Majelly's  principal  fecrctary 
of  (late  for  this  department,  and  I 
have  accordingly  given  your  lordfhip 
this  fhort  account  of  the  aiFair. 

I  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  lord- 
fhip, that  this  colony  really  paid  the 
whole  fum  charged  for  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles in  their  accounts,  fo  that  if  the 
fum  reported  to  be  due  be  paid,  they 
will  fuffer  an  aftual  lofs  of  upwards  of 
I  500  pounds,  befides  the  damage  they 
have  fullained,  by  beirg  kept  out  of 
the  money  ten  years — intereft  for 
which,  they  have  paid  ever  fince  at 
the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  co'ony,  my  lord,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  the  MafTachufet's-Bay, 
ConnefticLit,  and  the  fea,  and  not 
expoied  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy 
«pon  tliis  continent,  were  animated 
folely  by  a  zeal  for  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  and  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  crown,  to  exert  themielves  in 
the  common  caufe  of  Eiitain  and 
America,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
merit  and  receive  the  approbation  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifcers  and  Generals, 
and  fo  far  beyond  their  ability,  that 
they  are  now  adtually  involved  in  a 
moil  heavy  debt,  for  vv^hich,  hy  reafon 
of  the  fcarcity  of  money,  they  have 
been,  and  ior  years  to  come,  will  be  ob- 
liged to  pay  a  very  high  intereft.  From 
thefe  conliderations,  the  detention  of 
the  balance  repoited  to  be  due,  occa- 
fions  great  uneafinefs,  andisconfidered 
as  a  peculiar  hardihip  by  his  Majefty's 
loyal  iubjecls  in  this  colony — The 
more  efpecially,  as  all  the  other  co- 
lonies have  long  fmce  received  the 
monies  due  to  (hem  upon  the  fame 
account. 

I  muil  alfo  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to 
your  lordfhip,  whether  this  fufpenfion 
of  payment  m.ay  not   be  coafidered 
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rather  as  a  mode  of  compelling  the 
colony  to  grant  monies  to  the  perfons 
who  have  iuffer-d,  than  as  a  recom- 
m.endation  of  the  fufFerers,  whether  it 
wiJi  not  have  a  manifefl  tendency  to 
difcourage  the  colonies  from  exerting 
themfelves  in  the  lame  vigorous  man- 
ner for  his  Majefly's  fervice  for  the 
future,  and  whether,  confidering  his 
Majefty's  inviolable  and  tender  regard 
for  tije  rights  and  privileges  of  all  his 
fubje(rts,  a  meafure  fo  coe"rcive  can  be 
funpofed  agreeable  to  his  royal  in- 
tentions. 

I  am  alfo,  at  the  requeft  of  the  ge- 
neral affembly,  to  aiTure  your  lord- 
fhip, that  the  opinion  that  'the  rioters 
in  this  colony  were  countenanced  in 
their  depredations  by  any  perfon  of 
note  ^or  confequence,  is  {o  far  as  the 
mem.bers  of  the  affembly  have  any 
knowledge  or  information  thereof, 
entirely  groundlefs,  and  that  wlitk 
the  fuiferers  fhail  make  a  proper  ap- 
plication  to  the  affembly,  they  will 
confider  the  fame,  and  do  them  all 
the  juftice  the  nature  of  their  cafes 
fhali  require. 


Exiraa  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Hen>-^^ 
Moore  to  the  Earl  of  Shslburne.  "^ 
[Received  February  4,   f -75-7 .  ] 

Ne-L'j-rcrk,' Dec.  ig,  ir66. 
*'  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  receiving  from  your  lordftup,  dated 
the  9th  of  Auguft,  was  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  affembly  the  17th  of  iaft 
month,  accompanied  by  a  mefTage. 

"  Yeftcrday  the  incJofed  addrefs 
was  prefented  to  me  in  anfwer  to  my 
mefTage." 

Copy  of  Governor  Sir  Henry  Moore's 
Mc/fage^  to  the  General  Affembly  of 
Neijj-l'ork.  —In  his  Letter  of  the  igth 
of  December,  ij66. 

Ko-v.  17,   1766. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Affembly , 

.In  confequence  of  a  report  m.ade  to 

the  Lords  Ccmm.ifTioners  for  Trade  and 

Plantations,    of  the  ad:  palfed  in  the 

Iaft  fefSons  of  affembly,  for  providing 

barracks. 
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barracks,  fuel,  &c.  for  his  Majefty'^s 
troops  quartered  in  this  city,  and  my 
letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  on  the 
fame  occafion,  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  the  following  letter  from  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne. 

[Here  foUo^vs  his  Lordjhif  s  Letter  of 
the  gth  ofAuguJl,  1766  -fie p.  92-] 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  on  a  due  con- 
fideration  of  this  letter,  no  difficulties 
can  poiTibly  arifs,  or  the  ieail  obieftion 
be  made  to  the  provifion  fur  the  troops, 
as  required  by  the  ad  of  parliament. 

Fort  George y  H.  Moore. 

l^o'v,  17,  1766. 

Addrefs  of  the  General  Jfemhly  ofhenv- 
Tork   to    Sir  Henry    Moore— In  his 
Letter  cf  December  19,   1766. 
To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart. 
Captain-General    and   Governor    in 
Chief    in   and  o--ver   the  Colony  cf 
Nenjo-Tcrky    and  the  Territories  ^de- 
tending  thereon    in  America,    Chan- 
cellor and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 
The  humble  Addrejs  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  cf  the  faid  Colony. 
May  it  phofe  ^o:cr  Excellency, 
We  his  Majeily's  m.oft  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeas,  the  general  aflembiy  of 
the  colony  of  New-York,    have  taken 
your  Excellency's  meiTageof  the  i7ta 
of  November  laic  into  our  mofi:  fcnous 
confuleraticn,  and  b-g  leave  to  afTure 
your  Excellency,   that  nothing  v.'ould 
give  us  greater  pleafure,  than  to  find 
it  in  our  power  to  comply  with  every 
requifition,  tending  in  any  manner  to 
promote  his  Majeily's  fervJce  — It  is, 
therefore,    with  "great  concern,    that 
we  find  it  impofiible  to  comply  with 
what    is   now   demanded,     confi:>cnt 
with   our   obligations    to   our  ccniti- 
tuents.     We  (hall  always  be  ready  to 
n\\'c    the    ai-nplell    telHaiony    of  our 
foyalty  to  his  Majcf^y,  and  fubmiiiion 
to   his  government,  from  whi.h  we 
humbly  conceive  \\e  do  not  deviate, 
when  we  lliew  a  regard  to  the  intcrefts 
of  his  faithful  fubjcds  in  this  colony, 
ablolutcly    necefiary    for    their    pre- 
fervation. 


We  hope  it  will  be  confidered,  that 
we  are  chofen  to  make  fuch  a  pro- 
vifion  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majeily's 
government  in  this  colony  (as  well  as 
for  other  important  purpofes)  as  is 
moil  fuitable  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  people  we  reprefent,  and  that  we 
Ihould  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  that 
m.oil  facred  truil,  if  we  ihould  load 
them  with  burthens  they  are  inca- 
pable of  lupporting. 

In  the  provifion  we  made  la  ft  f^iTion 
for  quartering  tvvo  battalions  and  one 
company  of  artillery,  we  loaded  our- 
felves  with  a  burthen  much  greater 
than  any  of  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments lie  under  for  that  fervdce,  and 
imagined,  that  far  from  being  cen- 
fured  on  that  account,  it  would  be 
accepted  as  a  new  inftance  of  that 
loyalty  and  affeftion  to  his  Mgjelly's 
government,  of  which  this  colony  has 
exhibited  fo  many  proofs. 

W^e  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent  to 
your  Excellency,  that  by  the  aft  of 
parliament,  it  appears  to  be  the  in- 
tention of  the  legiilature,  to  provide 
for  the  quartering  foldiers  only  on  a 
march  : — But  according  to  the  con- 
llruftion  put  on  it  here,  it  is  reqjjired 
that  sll  the  forces  which  (ha)l  at  any 
time  enter  this  colony,  Ihall  be  quar- 
t2reJ,  during  the  v.hoie  year,  in  a 
vevy  unufjal  and  expenfive  manner — 
That  by  the  marching  feveral  regi- 
ments into  this  colony,  this  expence 
v/ould  become  ruinous  and  unfup- 
portable,  and  therefore  we  cannot, 
conhftent  with  our  duty  to  our  con- 
llituents,  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
perfon  (whatfoever  ct>f»iidence  we  may 
h:ive  in  his  prudence  and  integrity)  to 
lay  fuch  a  burthen  on  them. 

We  fliould  be  very  forry  to  differ 
with  your  Excellency  on  this,  or  any 
other  political  fubjeft,  and  therefore 
it  is  proper  to  ofter  thcfe  matters  to 
yourconfidcration,  in  hopes  that  they 
will  be  fuflicient  to  dcmoiUirate,  that 
the  objcftions  againll  making  the  pro- 
vifion re^Juired,  are  of  a  na'au-e  the 

moil 
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linoft  ferlous  and  weighty  imaginable, 
and  therefore  we  humbly  intreat  your 
Excellency  to  fet  our  conduct  in  the 
moil:  favourable,  that  is,  in  its  true 
light,  by  reprefenting  that  cur  non- 
compliance on  this  occafion  proceeds 
intirely  from  a  juft  fenle  of  what  our 
duty  requires.  By  order  of  the  Ge- 
neral Aflenibly. 

Jjjzmbly-Chamher,  \V.  NicOLL,  Sp"". 
December  15,  1766. 


ExtraSi   of  a   Letter  from    Go-ucrKor 

Franklin  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

\Recei'ved  February  d^,  i?^?]* 

Burlington,  Ntiv-Jerfeyy 
December  18,  1766. 
I  Ihould  mention,  however,  tiiat  in 
the  ^'  adl  for  fupplying  the  feveral 
barracks  erected  in  this  colony,  with 
furniture  and  other  neceffaries  for  ac- 
commodating the  King's  troops,  in 
or  marching  through  this  colony," 
they  have,  inftead  of  fpecifying  the 
feveral  articles  required  to  be  furnifhed 
by  the  a6t  of  parliament,  empowered 
the  barrack  mailers  to  provide  ''  fire- 
wood, bedding,  blankets,  and  fuch 
other  necefTiiries,  as  have  been  here- 
tofore ufually  furnifhed  to  the  feveral 
barracks  within  this  colony."  I  did 
all  I  could  to  prevail  on  them  to 
infert  the  very  words  of  the  a'5l  of 
parliament,  and  to  impower  the  bar- 
rack-mailers to  furnilh,  at  the  expence 
of  the  province,  the  fame  articles  as 
were  therein  required  : — But  it  was  to 
no  purpoie  ;  tiiey  faid  they  had  al- 
ways furniihed  every  thing  which  was 
neceifary  that  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  who  had  been  quartered  here, 
never  complained,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, many  of  them  acknov/ledged 
they  were  better  accommodated  here 
than  they  had  ever  been  at  barracks 
in  Europe ;  they  added,  that  they 
looked  upon  the  acl  of  parliament  for 
quartering  ibldiers  in  America,  to  be 
virtually  as  much  an  a»5l  for  laying 
taxes  on  the  inhabitants  as  the  ftamp- 
aft,  and  that  it  was  more  partial,  as 
the  troops  were  kept  in  a  few  of  the 
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colonies,  whereby  others  were  ex- 
empted from  contributing  any  thing 
towards  the  expence.  I  was  therefore 
obliged  to  take  the  act  as  it  was  ten- 
dered, or  to  let  his  JVlajefty's  troops  " 
remain  unprovided  with  neceffaries — 
I  have,  however,  the  pleafure  of 
finding  the  regiment  Rationed  in  this 
province  perfectly  fatisfied  with  their 
quarters  —  No  complaints  whatever 
have  been  made  to  me,  and  I  believe 
there  are  but  few,  if  any  articles  of 
confecjuence,  required  by  the  ad  of 
parliament,  but  what  they  are  fur- 
nillied  with  here. 

Copy  of  an  ASi  tajfed  in  Neuu-Jerfey, 
appointing  Commijfioners  for  fupplying 
the  federal  Barracks  ereded  in  this 
Colony^  ifjith  Furniture  and  other 
Neceffaries  for  accommodating  the 
King^s  Troops y  in  or  marching  through 
that  Colo7iy,  ^c. — /;/  Gov.  Frank- 
lin's  Letter  of  the  iSth  of  December, 
1766. 

''  An  A£l,  appointing  Commiffioners 
for  fupplying  the  feveral  Barracks 
ereaed  in  this  Colony,  with  Fur- 
niture and  other  Neceffaries  for  ac- 
commodating the  King's  Troops, 
in  or  marching  through  this  Co- 
lony, and  for  defraying  other  in- 
cidental Charges." 

I.  Whereas  by  an  aft  of  the  le- 
giilature  of  this  colony,  paffcd  in  the 
fifth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefly's 
reign,  certain  commiflioners  therein 
named,  were  impov/cred  and  required 
to  fell  all  the  perifliable  furniture  be- 
longing to  the  feveral  barracks  in  this 
colony,  and  as  it  is  requi/ite  that  the 
faid  barracks  fnould  be  provided  with 
blankets,  beds,  and  other  neceffaries 
for  the  reception  of  the  King's  troops 
as  may  occanonally  march  through 
this  colony  ;  Therefore 

II.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  General  Affembly  ;  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  fame,  that  Daniel  Ellis,  Jofeph 
Hollinglhead,  Abraham  Hunt,  Alex- 
ander  Chambers,    Hendrick  Fifher, 

R  Reuben 
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Reuben  Runyon,  Samuel  Sarjant, 
Thomas  Skinner,  Robert  Ogden,  and 
John  Blanchard,  be,  and  they  are 
Jiereby  appointed  commiflioners  for 
the  feveral  barracks  in  this  colony, 
that  is  to  fay,  Daniel  Ellis  and  Jofeph 
Hollinglhead  for  the  barracks  at  Bur- 
lington, Abraham  Hunt  and  Alex- 
ander Chambers  for  the  barracks  at 
Iran  ton,  Hendrick  Fifher  and  Reu- 
ben Runyon,  for  the  barracks  at 
New  Brunf.vick,  Samuel  Sarjapi;  and 
Thomas  Skinner,  for  the  barracks  at 
Perth  Am.boy,  Robert  Ogden  and 
John  Blanchard,  for  the  barracks  at 
Elizabeth  Town. 

III.  And  be  it  farther  ena^ed,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,    tliat  it  fhall 
and  may  be  lawful,  for  the  faid  com- 
miflioners, and  the  furvivors  of  them, 
at  each  refpeftive  place  aforefaid,  for 
which   they    are    appointed  commif- 
fioners  as  aforefaid,  and  they  and  the 
furvivors    of  them    are   hereby  im- 
powered  to  purchafe  firewood,  bed- 
ding, blankets,  and  other  neceiTaries, 
as  have  been  heretofore  ufually  fur- 
nilhed  to  the  feveral  barracks  within 
this  colony,  and  it  fhall,  and  may  be 
lawful  for  either  of  the  treafurers  of 
this  colony,  to  pay  to  the  faid  Daniel 
Ellis,  Jofeph  Holiiuglhead,  Abraham 
Hunt,    Afe::ander  Chambers,    Hen- 
drick Fifher,    Reuben  Runyon,    Sa- 
muel Sarjant,  Thomas  Skinner,  Ro- 
bert Ogden,    and  John    Blanchard, 
or    any    two    of    them,    fuch    funis 
of  money   as    may    he    wanted   for 
the  fervice  aforefaid,    not  exceeding 
the    fum    of    one    hundred   pounds, 
for    the    ufe   of  each    of    the    faid 
five    barracks    in    this   colony,    out 
of  the   money  made  current  for  the 
fervice  of  the  late  war,  or  now  in  the 
treafury,    and  orders  with  a  receipt 
thereon,    or   receipts   figned   by  t)ie 
aforefaid  commiflioners,    or  any  two 
of  them,  when  produced  by  the  faid 
treafurers,  or  either  of  them,  to  the 
General  AfTcmbly,  flinll  difcharge  the 
faid  treafurers  refpeclively,  their  heirs, 
executors,  and  admin  ftrators,  of,  and 


from  fo  much  as  they  fhall  have  paid, 
by  virtue  of  this  a£t,  and  the  faid 
commiflioners,  their  heirs,  executors, 
and  adminilb-ators,  are  hereby  made 
accountable  to  the  General  Aifembly 
of  this  province,  for  all  fach  fums  of 
money  as  they  fhall  refpe£live!y  re- 
ceive in  purfuance  of  this  act. 

IV.  And  beit  enabled,  by  the  autho- 
rity aforefaid,  that  the  commiflioners 
aforefaid,  and  the  care  of  the  feveral 
barracks  wdthin  this  colony,  fhall  be 
under  the  fime  regulations  as  in,  and 
by  the  aforefaid  recited  acl,  is  re- 
quired and  diredled. 

V.  And  whereas  it  is  reafonable 
that  fundry  incidental  charges  of  this 
colony  fhould  be  paid  ;  be  it  enafted^ 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  there 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  monies,  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  treafurers  of  this 
colony,  the  fums  following ;  viz. 

To  the  Plon.  John  Stevens,  Efq; 
two  pounds,  feven  ibillings,  and  four- 
pence,  for  fending  an  exprcfs  into  this 
colony  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  a 
large  fum  of  counterfeit  Jerfey  bills 
of  credit,  being  arrived  in  a  veffel 
from  England. 

To  the  perfons  who  apprehended 
John  Johnfon,  John  Fagan,  and  John 
Grimes,  the  fum  of  thirty  pounds,  to 
be  paid  to  Benjamin  Davids  and  John 
Robins,  and  appropriated  in  manner 
following  ;  to  wit  :  To  Benjamin 
Davids,  for  his  activity  in  taking  and 
e\'pences  in  carrying  the  felons  to 
gaol,  the  fum  of  ten  pounds :  —To 
John  Robins,  for  his  extraordinary 
adivity,  the  fum  of  fix  pounds — the 
remainder  of  faid  thirty  pounds  to  be 
paid  to  the  other  perfons  concerned  in 
fearching  for,  and  fecuring  the  faid 
felons,  in  fuch  proportion  as  the  faid 
Benjamin  Davids  and  John  Robing 
Iball  adjudge  the  fame. 

To  Cortland  Skinner,  Efq;  two 
pounds,  ten  fliillings,  for  an  exprefs 
to  New- York  during  the  fitting  of 
this  feflion. 

To  John  Allen,  late  barrack-u\aller 
at  Irenton,    in   full  of  hh  account, 

thirty. 
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thirty-nine   pounds,     feventeen  ihil- 
lings,  and  nine-pence. 

All  which  faid  feveral  fums  lafl: 
mentioned,  ihall  be  paid  to  the 
feveral  perfons  by  the  treafuiers  of  this 
colony,  or  either  of  them,  on  war- 
rants to  be  produced  to  them,  or 
either  of  them,  figned  by  the  Go- 
vernor, or  commander  in  chief  for 
the  time  being,  in  council,  and  the 
warrants  fo  figned,  with  indorfe- 
ments  thereon,  made  by  the  perfons 
to  whom  the  fame  ihall  refpeftively 
be  made  payable,  Ihall  be  fufficient 
vouchers  to  difcharge  them  the  faid 
treafurers,  or  either  of  them,  and 
their,  or  either  of  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, and  adminiftrators,  of,  and 
from  fo  much  of  the  faid  monev. 

>;.25,  '1-66. 

This  bill  having  been  three  tirr.es 
fead  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
Refolved  that  the  fame  do  pafs.  By 
order  of  the  houie. 

Cortland  Skinner,  Sp^ 
ConnciJ-Chamhery   yu7:e  26,  1766. 

This  bill  having  been  three  times 

read  in  council, — Refolved  that  the 

Xame  do  pafi.     By  order  of  the  houfe. 

Peter  Kemble^  Sp"". 

Perth  Jmboy,  Jwie  zS,  1766. 

I  afTent  to  this  bill,  enacling  the 
fame,  and  order  it  to  be  inrolled. 

William  Franklin. 


E^fra3  cf  a  Letter  frofn  Go-uernor  Ber- 
nard to  the  Earl  of  Shdburm. 
[  R  ecei-vid  February  9 ,    1767.] 

Bop  en  y  December  6,  1766. 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your 
Jordfnip,  that  the  act  for  making  a 
compenfation  to  the  fufFerers  by  the 
late  riots,  pafTed  the  two  houfes,  and 
received  my  con  fen  t  this  day,  being 
the  fourth  from  their  meeting,  after 
the  adjournment.  The  act  has  re- 
ceived very  little  alteration  from  the 
bill  which  I  fent  to  your  lordlhip, 
with  my  letter  of  the  14th  of  No- 
vember. It  palfed  the  Houfe  of 
Jleprefentatives   by  fifty-two  again ll 
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thirty-five,  and  in  the  Council,  four- 
teen to  one. 

The  confiderable  majority  in  the 
houfe,  and  the  almoft  unanimous 
voice  of  the  Council,  together  with 
the  difpatch  with  which  It  has  been 
carried  through  both,  v-dll,  I  hope, 
in  fome  degree,  apologize  for  the 
delay  and  difficulty  wiiich  this  bu- 
finefs  has  met  with  heretofore. 

I  fhould  not  have  thought  myfelf 
warranted  in  paiTing  an  acl  of  in- 
demnity in  a  common  cafe,,  without 
fome  previous  inftruclion  or  order  for 
that  purpofe  :  But  this  a6l  feems  to 
me  lb  conformable  to  his  Majefty's 
gracious  intention,  as  it  has  been  fig- 
nified  to  me  by  your  lordfhip,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  that  I  think 
I  can't  have  millaken  my  duty,  in 
what  I  have  now  done.  However 
if  I  have,  the  confirmation  of  the  ad 
is  Hill  in  his  Majeily's  hands. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Governor 
Sharpe  to  the  Earl  cf  Shelburne* 
\Recei-ved  February  13,  i^^^^j^ 

Jnnapolis,  Maryland, 
^ec.  9,  1766. 
My  Lord,  ' 

The  two  letters  your  lordfhip  was 
pleafed  to  write  to  me  the  9th  of 
Auguft  lail,  having  lately  come  to 
my  hands,  I  now  do  myfelf  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  my  receipt  thereof, 
and  to  aiTare  your  lordlhip,  that 
whatever  commands  your  lordfhip 
may  at  any  time  communicate  to  me, 
will  be  pundlually  obeyed.  In  a  letter 
I  took  the  liberty  to  addrefs  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway  laft  July,  in  anfwer 
to  his  of  the  311!  of  March,  I  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  the  fam.e,  together  with 
the  refolves  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons therein  tranfmitted,  before  the 
afTernbiy  of  this  province  at  their  firft 
meeting,  which  I  have  fmce  done, 
and  have  now  the  fatisfadion  to  in- 
form your  lordlhip,  that  upon  m/ 
recommending  it  to  them  to  take  t\i^ 
letter  and  refolves  into  confideration^ 
R  2  and 
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and  chearfully  to  comply  with  his 
Majeily's  requifition  thereby  fignified, 
they  immediately  \'oted  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  perfon  whofe  houfe  had 
been  pulled  down  by  the  mob  that 
afiembled  in  the  night  of  the  2d  of 
September,  1765,  and  alfo  to  another 
perfon  who  had  fuflered  a  fmail  lofs 
at  that  time,  with  which  compen- 
fation  the  fufFerers  are,  I  imde  ftand, 
entirely  fatisfied.  I  muft  alfo,  in 
juftiee  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince in  general,  aiTure  yoyr  lordlhip, 
that  fmce  the  repeal  of  the  ftarnp-ad 
was  notiiled  to  them,  they  have  not 
{hewed  the  leaft  figns  of  difcontent, 
nor  have  murmurings  been  heard 
amongll:  them  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  th^ir  behaviour  has  manifeikd 
the  higheft  fatisfaclion  at  the  late 
jneafu/es  of  the  Britifh  legiflature. 
while-  their  declarations  have  been 
expreffive  of  unfeigned  loyalty  and 
gratitude  to  our  gracious  fovereign, 
and  of  the  greatefc  attachment  to  the 
mother-CGuniry,     I  am.  Sec. 

Horatio  Sharpe. 


ExtrcM  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant -Go- 
•vcrnor  Coldeti  to   the   Earl  of  iiheU 
hurve. 
[Received  February  18,  1767.] 
Ncnv-Tcrk,  Decejnbcr  26,  1766. 
**  In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway  of  the  24th   of  June,  I  in- 
formed him,    that  the  afiembly,    in 
their  felnon  in  June  hft,  would  not 
recompenfe  me  for  the  lofies  I  fuftain- 
cd  by  the  mob,  the  ift  of  November 
laft  year.     They  have  again,  in  their 
lalt   fejTions,   rcfufed  payment,    with 
this     rcafon    annexed,      that    I    had 
brought  them  upon    myfelf  by    my 
niifconduft." 


Extras  of  a  Letter  frO!n  Major  General 
Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne> — Vl'ith 
Copy  of  an  Ltclojure  therein, 
[Recci^ocd  February  )8,  1 767.] 

Ja?iuary  17,  1767. 

**  Tlu-  packet  had  failed  with  the 

D.ccembcr  mail,  before  J  got  a  fight 
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of  the  addrefs  from  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  this  province,  to  their  Go- 
vernor, upon  the  fubjeii  of  your  lord- 
ihip's  letter  to  him,  concerning  the 
quartering  of  his  Majefty's  troops, 
according  to  the  full  extent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  aft  of  parliament  made  in 
that  refpeft.  Sir  Henry  Moore  will 
have  tranfmitted  your  lordlhip  a  copy 


of  the  faid  addrefs, 


I  have  the 


honour  to  inclofe  your  lordfhip  a  return 
of  t  se  number  of  troops  quarterei  in 
the  inhabired  parts  of  this  province. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Prevoft  has 
brought  here  one  hundred  nn  i  eighty- 
eight  recruits  from  Hamburgh,  to 
compleat  the  two  battalions  of  the 
Royal  American  regiment,  and,  as 
they  will  not  be  able  to  join  their  re- 
fpeftive  battalions  till  the  fpring,  I 
have  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Con- 
nedlicut,  to  defire  he  would  provide 
quarters  for  them  in  his  government 
till  the  month  of  April.  As  the  co- 
lony of  Connedicut  has  never  ef^6led 
any  barracks  in  their  country  for  the 
ufe  of  his  Majefty's  troops,  they  mull 
be  quartered  there  on  public  houfcs, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  in  England.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  Governor's 
anfwer  to  this  requifition." 

Return  of  his  Majefty's  Troops, 
quartered  in  the  Provincial  Bar- 
racks, in  the  Province  of  New- 
York. 


Regiments. 


Artillery 
17th  Regiment 
46Lh  Ditto 
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Thomas  Gag:^, 

Conimander  in  Chief. 

^cpy 
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Copy  of  an  ASf  to  fumijh  the  Barracks 
in  the  Cities  of  Nenv-Tork  and  Albany 
ixiith  Firewood,  Candles,  and  the 
other  NeceJ/aries  therein-mentioned, 
for  his  Majejifs  Troops. 

\Recei--Jcd  Oacber  6,  1766.] 
■"  An  Aft  to  furnifii  the  Barracks  in 
the  Cities  of  New- York  and  Al- 
bany with  Firewood  and  Candles, 
and  the  other  NecefTarics  there- 
in-mentioned, for  his  Majefty's 
Forces." 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to 
the  General  Afiembly,  that  it  is  re- 
quifite  for  his  Majelly's  fervice,  pro- 
vifion  IhouM  be  made  at  this  time,  for 
furnifhing  the  barracks  in  the  cities 
of  New- York  and  Albany  with  fundry 
neceffaries,  for  the  moie  comfortable 
reception  of  his  Majelly's  troops,  that 
now  are,  or  loon  may  be  quarttred 
in  the  faid  barracks,  and  the  Ge- 
neral Afiembly  being  willing  to  make 
provifion  for  the  fame,  pray  that  it 
may  be  enafted ;  Be  it  therefore 
cnafted  by  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
-^'crnor,  the  Council,  and  the  General 
AiTembly.  And  it  is  hereby  enafted 
by  the  authority  of  the  fam.e,  that  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the 
cities  of  New-York  and  Albany  re- 
fpeftively,  or  fuch  pencn  or  perfons 
as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
refpcclively  fhall  appoint,  (hall,  as 
foon  as  may  be  after  the  publication 
of  this  aft,  furnifh  the  barracks  in  the 
faid  cities  with  the  faid  necefl'aries 
hereafter  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
**  For  the  oihcers  rooms,  each,  one 
pair  of  hand  irons,  one  pair  of  tongs, 
one  iire-fhovel,  one  table,  two  chairs, 
and  one  candieilick,  and  for  every 
officer,  feventeen  ihillings  (leriing  for 
one  year  in  place  of  bedding— for 
every  room  for  non-commiihoned  of- 
ficers and  ibldiers,  each  room  to  con- 
tain fourteen  men,  feven  cribs,  feven 
ted-cafes,  feven  bolfters  to  be  filled 
with  flraw  every  three  months,  four- 
teen blankets,  two  iron  ports,  two 
trammels,  one  pair  of  tongs,  one  fire- 
fhovel,  one  pair  of  hand-irons,  two 
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crofs  bars,  one  hatchet,  one  iron  can- 
dleftick,  one  table,  two  benches,  and 
one  'bucket ;  and  with  fire-wood  and 
candles,  as  follows : — for  every  room 
for  officers,  and  for  every  room  for 
non-commiffioned  officers  and  private 
men,  to  contaia  fourteen  men  each, 
from  the  ift  0^  Oftober  to  the  ift  of 
April,  three-eights  of  a  cord  of  wood 
per  week  for  each  room,  and  for  five 
weeks  preceding  the  ill  of  Oftober, 
and  five  weeks  after  the  ill:  of  April, 
three-fixteenths  of  a  cord  of  wood  per 
week,  and  for  the  fixteen  remaining 
weeks,  one  eighth  of  a  cord  of  wood 
per  week,  one  pound  of  candles  per 
week  for  the  winter  only  for  each 
room,  and  for  the  guard-room  in 
winter  three  candles  each  night,  and 
in  fummcr  two  candles  each  night,  of 
ten  candles  to  the  pound,"  always 
provided,  that  the  provifion  hereby 
made,  doth  not  exceed  the  fpace  of 
one  year,  to  commence  from  the  pub- 
lication hereof;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  troops  in  both  cities,  doth 
not  exceed  two  battalions  of  five 
hundred  men  each,  officers  included, 
and  one  company  of  royal  artillery, 
and  alfo  that  no  rooms  be  fupplied 
with  fire- wood  and  candles,  or  other 
necelTiiries  furnifhed  either  for  officers 
or  men,  but  for  fuch  as  aftually  refide 
in  the  barracks,  in  either  of  the  cities 
of  New- York  and  Albany.  And 
that  the  faid  mayor,  recorder,  and 
aldermen  of  the  faid  cities,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  refpeftiv  ely,  may 
be  enabled  to  furnifh  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles and  things  by  this  aft  direfted. 
Be  it  enafted  by  the  fame  authority, 
that  the  treafurer  of  this  colony,  out 
of  the  monies  remaining  in  his  hands, 
by  virtue  of  an  aft  of  tiie  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  the  Council,  and  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembiy,  pafled  the  twentieth 
day  of  March,  one  thoufand,  feven 
hundred,  and  fixty-two,  intitled, 
"■  An  Aft,  direfting  the  Treafurer  of 
this  Colony  to  pay  the  Command  v 
in  Chief  of  all  his  Majefty's  Forces  in 
North- America,  the  Sum  of  Foir 
Thoufandj  ' 
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Tiiou{an«i,  Seven  Hundred  and  Nine- 
|;j-Poimds  for  his  Majefiy's  Service, 
to  be  repaid  wlien  his  Majelty  Ihall 
think  proper"  pay  unto  the  mayor, 
jecorder,  Tind  aldermen  of  the  faid 
fines  of  New-Vork  and  Albany,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  refpeftively,  cr 
Jto  their  refpeflive  oj-ders,  from  time 
ta  time,  fuch  Turn  and  funis  of  money 
as:  fhall  be  requifite  to  furniih  the  fe- 
Tsxal  neceffaries  aforefaid,  whofe  re- 
£?«v:1ive  receipts  fhall  be  good  and  {iif- 
icent  vouchers  to  the  faid  treafurer, 
fe-  fuch  fums  of  money  as  ihall  be 
dierein  fpeciiied.  And  be  it  enabled 
}sy  the  fame  authority,  that  the  mayor, 
;recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  cities 
pf  New-York  and  Albany,  or  the 
iBsajor  part  of  them  refpedively,  fhall 
^eep,  cr  caufe  to  be  kept,  juil,  true, 
aud  regular  accounts  of  the  monies 
jby  them  refpeftively  expended  in 
CHHifequence  of  this  aft,  and  fuch  ac- 
CfflEiits  Ihall  render  on  oath,  to  the 
Gc-vernor,  the  Council,  and  the  Ge- 
neral Aifembly,  when  by  them,  or 
father  of  them,  thereunto  required. 
Frsrviiice of  Nen-v-Tori,  Jufy  lO,  1766. 
This  ad  was  pafTed  by  the  General 
Afitniblv  of  the  faid  province  the 
25tii  day  of  June,  1766.  By  the 
Oruncil  on  the  27th  day  of  the  fame 
jjwnnith  of  June  ;  and  on  the  third  day 
©i  July  inllant,  was  affented  to  by  his 
Excellency  the  Governor — and  the 
prcceding  is  a  true  copy  of  the  cri- 
jg^inal  examined  by  me, 

George  Banyan,  D.  Secretary. 
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reafon   to  expe6l  the  arrival  of  any 
more  to  be  quartered  in  this  province. 


C«^r  of  a  Mejfage  from  the  Hou  e  of 
Sieprefcntati-ves  to  Go'venior  Bernard 
— In  Co'vernor  Bernard  s  of  the  i^th 
mid  \%th  of  February,  17O7. 
(No.    I.) 
May  it  pic afe your  Excellency , 
The  Houle  of  Rcpretntatives  beg 
to  lie  informed  by  your  Excellency, 
wfiiether  any  provifion  has  been  made 
at:  the  expence  of  this  government, 
Jfor  his  MrijcRv's  troops  ];\tely  arrived 
in  this  harbour,  and  by  whom  i'  And 
alio,    whether  yonr   Excellency  has 


ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Ber-* 
nard  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 
[Recel'ved  March  10,  1 767.] 

BofioHy  Dec.  24,  1766* 
(No.  II.) 
It  has  been  ufual  in  this  govern- 
ment, to  reprint  fuch  afts  of  parlia-:  -^ 
ment  as  extend  to  America,  by  order 
of  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Council;  the  llampaifl  itfelf  was 
reprinted  by  the  princer  of  the  go- 
vernment, by  fuch  order.  Laft  fumr 
mer,  having  received  fevcn  ads  of 
parliament  pafled  the  lafl:  feflion  re- 
lating to  America,  I  communicated 
thefe  to  the  Council,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  four  of  them  were  interelling 
to  this  province,  the  Council  advifed 
that  they  ihould  be  printed  by  the 
printers  of  the  laws,  and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly ordered.  Among  thefe  ads 
was  the  Mutiny  Ad,  which  it  feems 
has  given  as  much  umbrage  to  thi^ 
Alfembly  as  it  has  done  to  that  of  a 
neiehbourina  province,  thouo-h  it  has 
not  yet  {o  fully  fhowed  itlelf.  In  the 
interval  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
Aflembly,  a  tranfport,  with  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  on  board,  was 
driven  in  here  by  ilrefs  of  weather ; 
the  commanding  o'hcer  applied  to  me 
for  quarters — 1  laid  the  bufinefs  before 
,  the  Council :  The  ad  of  parliament 
was  con  fulled,  and  the  Council  ad- 
vifed me  to  order  the  comrniifary  to 
furnifn  them  with  wliat  they  demand- 
ed under  ihc  ad.  When  the  Af-r 
fembly  met,  this  matter  was  moved 
in  the  houfe,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  '*  to  prepare  a  mefiage  to 
tlie  Council,  to  enquire  by  what  au-  | 
thority  any  ads  of  parliament  are  rCf 
giflertd  among  the  laws  of  this  pro- 
vince." This  meflage  w  as  according- 
ly fcnt  up  by  five  members,  and  had 
this  qucHion  at  the  end  of^r,  **  Whe- 
ther they  knew  of  any  ad  requiring 
the  regiftry  of  ordinances,  which  this 
legiflature  never  coafented  to  V*  The 

next 
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fiext  mortiing  the  houfe  fent  up  ano- 
ther meffage  to  the  Council,  to  en- 
quire '*  Whether  the  board,  or  the 
Governor  and  Council,  had  made  any 
provifion  for  his  Majeily's  troops 
lately  arrived  in  this  harbour,  and 
how  r"  I  had  before,  upon  another 
occafion,  cautioned  the  Council  againft 
anfwering  whilil  fitting  in  their  legif- 
lative  capacity  without  me,  for  what 
they  did  as  a  privy  council  with  me, 
and  I  renewed  this  caution  at  this 
time,  and  added,  that  application 
fhould  be  made  to  me,  and  to  me 
only,  for  an  account  of  what  was 
done  in  the  privy-council.  The 
Council,  therefore,  anfwered  to  both 
the  meiiages :  "  That  the  orders  re- 
lative to  thofe  matters,  were  given  by 
the  Governor  with  the  ad\dce  of 
Council,  and  therefore  the  houfe  was 
referred  to  the  Governor  for  the  in- 
formation they  defircd.'^  This  an- 
fwer  v/as  voied  by  the  houfe  to  be 
not  fatisfaftory,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  "^  to  take  the  anfwer  and 
master  into  confiderarion  in  the  recefs, 
and  to  report  vv^hat  is  proper  to  be 
done." 
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fuch,  except  fi^om  common  rcSport,  t^ 
which  I  gave  little  credit. 


Copy  of  a  MeJJage  from  Governor  Ber-  * 
nard  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
—In  Governor  BcrnarcVs  Letters  of 
the  I  djh  and  i  %th  of  February  ^  1767. 
Gentlemen   of  the    Houfe   of  Repre^ 

fentati-jes. 
In  anlwer  to  your  meffage  of  this 
day,  I  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  minutes 
cf  Council,  by  which  provifion  for 
the  artillery  company  at  the  C:.file, 
in  purfiiance  of  the  late  aft  of  par- 
liament, was  made. 

I  intended  to  lay  the  matter  before 
you,  and  had  given  orders  for  an 
account  of  the  prefent  expence  to  be 
made  out  for  that  purpofe,  which 
having  received  iince  vour  meffap^e 
came  to  me,  I  hereby  communicate. 

I  have  received  no  advice  whatever 
of  any  other  troops  being  to  be  quar- 
tered in  this  province,  nor  have  I 
any  yq^iow  to  ^x'^td,   the  arrival  of 


Copy  cf  a  MeJTage  from  the  Houfe  cf 
Reprefentatives  to  Governor  Bernard 
— In  Governor  Bernard's  Letters  sf 
the  I  /a^h  and  i  %th  cf  February,  \  767. 
(No.   III.) 
/.%  it  pleafe your  Excellency, 
In  reply  to  your  mefTage  of  the  301!? 
of  January,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives^  beg  leave  to  obferve.  That  it  is 
by  virtue  of  the  royal  charter  alone, 
that  the  Governor  and  Council  have 
any  authority  to  iffue  money  out  of  the 
treafury,  and  that  only  according  to 
fuch   ads  as  are,  or  may  be  in  force 
within  the  province.    This  claufe  w^ 
intended  to  fecure  to  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  the  privilege  of  ori- 
ginating, granting,  and  diipofing  of 
taxes :— But  we  apprehend  it  would 
be  of  very  little  value  and  importance, 
if  it    fhould    ever    become    a   fettled 
rule,  that  the  Houfe  are  obliged  to 
impofe  and  levy  affeffments,  rates  and 
taxes,   upon  the  eftates  or  perfons  of 
their  conftituents,  for  the  payment  of 
fuch  expen-es  as  may  be  incurred  bv 
virtue  of  an  order  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  without  the  knowledge  and 
confent  of  the  houfe.     Your  Excel- 
lency,   therefore,    in    giving    orders 
with  tiie  advice  of  the  Council,  for 
making    provifion    for    the   artillery- 
companies  at  the  Caftle,  adled,  in  an 
cffential  point,  contrary  to  the  plain 
intention  of  the  charter  of  the  pro- 
vince, wherein  the  powers  of  the  fe- 
veral  branches  of  the    General  Af- 
fembly,  are  declared  and  limited.    If, 
hov/ever,  there  was  an  urgent  necef- 
fity  for  this  procedure  in  the  recefs  of 
the  court,  we  are  very  much  furprized 
that  your  Excellency  ilioiild  fufter  the 
whole  of  the  lall  feffion  of  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly  to  pafs  over  without 
laying  this  matter  before  us,  and  tliat 
it  was  again  omitted  in  the  prefent 
feJETion,    'till    the   houfe   had   waited 
upon  your  Excellency  with  their  mef- 
h%t.      It  is  the  juft  expedation  of 

this 
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this  houfe,  founded  in  the  principles 
of  the  conlHtution,  to  have  the  earlieil 
notice  of  a  matter  of  this  nature,  and 
we  cannot  but  remonltrate  to  your 
Excellency,  that  the  omiirion  of  it 
was  in  breach  cf  our  privilege. 

But  may  it  pleafe  your  Excel- 
lency, it  is  ftill  more  grievous  to  us, 
to  find  your  Excellency  making  men- 
tion of' a  late  ad  of  parliament,  in 
purfuancc  of  which,  your  Excellency 
and  the  Council  liave  created  this  ex- 
pence  to  the  province  One  great 
grievance,  in  regard  to  the  fiamp- 
adl,  was,  that  it  deprived  us  of  the 
advantage  of  a  fundamental  and  moll 
effential  part  of  the  Britilh  conlH- 
tution, the  unalienable  right  of  free- 
dom from  ail  taxation,  but  lucli  as 
we  ihail  voluntarily  confent  to  and 
grant:— while  v>e  feel  a  fenfe  of  the 
worth  and  importance  cf  this  nght, 
we  cannot  but  exprefs  a  very  deep 
concern,  that  an  acl  of  parliament 
fhould  yet  be  in  being,  which  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  as  real  a  grievance, 
as  was  that  which  fo  juflly  alarmed 
this  continent.  Your  Excellency, 
and  the  Council,  by  taking  this  Hep, 
have  unwarrantably  and  unconftitu- 
tionally  fubjefted  the  people  of  this 
province  to  an  expence,  without 
living  this  hoafe  an  opportunity  of 
palling  their  judgment  upon  it,  and 
have  alfo  put  it  out  of  our  power,  by 
an  ad  of  our  own,  to  tellify  the  iame 
chearfulnefs  which  this  aifembly  has 
always  Ihewn,  in  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,  of  their  free  accord,  fuch  aids 
as  his  Majefry's  fervice  has,  from 
time  to  time,  required. 

Copy  of  a  MrJ/hge  from  Governor  Bcr- 
nard  to  the  Hoiijs  cf  Rtpn/cntcti-je;, 
February  17,  1 767  —  In  Go-vtrnor 
Bernard's  Letters  of  the  Ij^t/j  and 
I  %th  of  February ,  1767. 
(No.  IV.) 

Bojlon,  Ffb.  19. 
Tuefday  laft  hi:.  Excellency  was  ple;if- 
ed  to  fend  the  following  MejT;ige 
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to  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Reprefema- 

tives  ;   viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
feniati'ves. 

The  charges  againft  me  and  the 
Council,  contained  in  your  mefiage 
of  the  4th  inilant,  have  had  a  full 
confideration  ;  the  refult  of  which  is, 
that  the  proceedings  in  making  pro- 
vifion  for  the  King's  troops  lacely  ar- 
rived here,  appear  to  be  conllitutional 
and  warrantable,  and  are  juiliiied  not 
only  by  the  ufage  of  this  government, 
but  by  the  authority  of  the  General 
Court  itfdf. 

The  barracks  at  the  Caiile  were 
built  by  order  of  the  General  Court, 
for  the  reception  of  the  King's  troops 
when  they  Ihould  arrive  here,  that 
there  might  be  no  occafion  for  quar- 
tering them  upon  the  inhabitants. 
Fuel  and  candle  are  neceifary  to  the 
occupation  of  barracks — without  them 
no  troops  could  go  in  or  Hay  there, 
it  being  an  allowance  always  inci- 
dental to  their  living  in  barracks. 
When,  therefore,  the  General  Court 
ordered  thefe  barracks  to  be  buik  for 
troops,  it  mull  have  been  implied, 
that  the  incidental  necellaries  ihould 
be  provided  for  the  troops  when  they 
went  into  them — otherwife,  we  mull 
fuppofe  that  the  General  Court  did 
not  intend  that  the  barracks  fnould  be 
appHed  to  the  ufe  for  which  they 
were  built. 

The  manner  of  mnking  the  pro- 
vifion,  and  the  provificn  itfelf,  were 
agreeable  to  the  ufage  of  this  go- 
vernment in  the  like  cafes.  It  con- 
filled  of  fuel  and  candle  only,  v^hich 
are  abfolutely  necellury.  and  always 
have  been  allowed  in  thofe  barracks, 
and  it  did  not  include  feveral  articles 
prefctibed  by  the  act.  of  parliament, 
and  therefore  it  was  wholly  conform- 
able to  the  ufage  of  the  government 
and  the  neceility  of  the  cafe,  but  to 
the  ad  only,  as  it  coin«.ided  with  it. 
if  there  had  been  no  fucji  ad,  the 
Council  would  have  thought  thcm- 
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felves  obliged  to  have  advifed  the  or- 
depng  this  provifion,  as  it  was  necef 
fary  to  the  ufe  of  the  barracks,  it 
being  their  duty,  in  the  recefs  of  the 
General  Court,  to  alTiil  me  in  carry- 
ii^  into  execution,  by  the  ufual 
means,  an  eftablilhment  provided  for 
the  convenienc-e  of  the  people. 

As  to  your  complaint  againft  me, 
for  not  laying  this  matter  before  you 
during  the  whole  of  laft  feffion,  and 
part  of  this  feflion,  I  fhall  only  ftate 
the  fads,  and  leave  it  there.  What 
you  call  the  whole  of  laft  feflion,  was 
only  the  fix  laft  days  of  it,  when  you 
met  after  an  adjournment,  to  pafs 
upon  the  Gompenfation  Bill.  As 
foon  as  you  had  iinifhed  that  bufmefs, 
you  defired  me  to  grant  you  a  recefs 
— I  did  fo,  and  told  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  upon  that  account,  I  had 
poftponed  all  other  bufmefs  to  the 
next  feiTion.  As  to  the  part  of  this 
feflion,  it  was  not  forty-eight  hours, 
and  within  that  time  I  had  given 
orders  for  making  out  an  account  of 
the  expence  of  the  provifion  in  order 
to  lay  it  before  you,  and  I  aftually 
received  it  within  two  hours  after  I 
had  your  mefl^age.  This  is  the  whole 
of  what  you  call  an  oniiflion  in  breach 
of  your  privilege. 
Ccuncil-Chamber,      Fra".  Bernard. 


ixtra^  from  the  Journals  of  the  Upper 
Houfe    of    AJjtjnhly  —  In    Go^uernor 

.  Wright's,  (No.  IV.)  of  the  6th  of 
JpriU    1767. 

Georgia,  Die  Martis,  20°.  Jariuaryy 
1767. 

Mr.  Prelident  informed  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  two  MeflTages  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  figned 
by  his  Excellency,  which  he  was 
direfted  to  lay  before  the  Houfe, 
and  he  delivered  them  in  at  the 

.  Table,  where  the  fame  were  read, 
one  C>f  which  is  as  follows  ;  viz. 

**  Honourable  Gentlemen y 
"  It  is  always  with  reluctance,  that 

I  mention  any  matter  of  expence  to 

jou,    but   having  lately   received   % 


letter  from  Captain  Phillips,  the  of- 
ficer commanding  the  detachment  of 
his  Majefty's  troops  in  this  province, 
inclofmg  me  a  lift  of  neceffariss  allow- 
ed by  the  Mutiny  aft  to  foldiers  ill 
America,  and  requefting  to  know- 
where  he  is  to  procure  the  fame ;  it 
is  my  duty  to  lay  this  matter,  toge- 
ther with  the  aft  of  parliament,  before 
you,  and  to  recommend  it  to  your 
ferious  con ii deration,  and  hope  you 
will,  as  far  as  lies  with  you,  enable 
me  to  comply  with  the  direftion  con- 
tained in  the  faid  aft. 
"  Sa-va.nnahy  James  Wright.** 

Extra5l  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Lisu* 
tenant  Phillips. 

"  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleafed  to  forgive  the  trouble  I  give 
you,  by  inclofing  a  lift  of  the  necef- 
faries  allowed  to  foldiers  wherever 
they  are  lodged  in  barracks,  and  in- 
treat  your  direftions  where  I  am  to 
procure  them  for  the  garrifons  in  your 
Excellency's  province." 
A  Liji  of  Necejfaries  for  the  Soldiers  on 
the  Out-Pofs, 

''  Candles  for  the  guard  and  hofpi- 
tal — wood  for  the  garrifons — bedding 
and  bedfteads — rum  and  vinegar,  &c, 
as  ordered  by  the  Mutiny-aft — cook- 
ing utenfils,  pots,  platters,  fpoons, 
&c.  &c. — axes  to  cut  their  wood, 
and  tables  and  forms. 

"  (Signed)    Ralph  Phillips, 
''  Charles-Toofjny  Jan.  6,  1767." 

'*  The  command  at  Augufta,  an 
oflicer,  a  furgeon's  mate,  and  twenty 
privates. 

'*  The  command  at  Frederica,  a 
ferjeant  and  ten  privates,  but  at  pre- 
fent  only  a  corporal  and  nine  pri- 
vates." 

*'  Refolved,  "Nemine  Diffe7tfiente^ 
That  this  houfe  will  readily  and  chear- 
fully  concur  with  the  Commons  Houfe 
in  every  meafare  that  may  be  judged 
expedient  vo  carry  the  feveral  matters 
into  execution,  recommended  by  his 
Excellency  in  his  faid  meiTages . 

S  *'  Refolved, 
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«  Rcfolved,  That  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  acquainting  his  Ex- 
cellency w.th  the  aforegoing  refo- 
lution. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Powell  and 
Mr.  Johnfon  do  prefent  the  faid  ad- 
drefs." 

A  true  copy,  examined  and  cer- 
tified by        C.  Watson,  C.  G.  A. 

Copy  of  Addrefs, 

Georgia,  Jan.  20,  1 767. 
To  his  Excellency  James  Wright,  Efq; 
Captain-General y    and  Governor  in 
Chief  of  his  Majeffs  Province  of 
Georgia. 
The  Humble  Addrefs  of  the  Upper  Houfe 
of  Affemhly. 
May  it  pleajeyour  Excellency, 
This  houfe  having  taken  under  con- 
fideration  your  Excellency's  two  rnef- 
feges  of  this  day,  the  one  refpeding 
the  repairs  requifite  at  Fort  Hallifax, 
and  the  other  relative  to  fundry  ne- 
cefTaries  allowed  by  the  late  Mutiny- 
aft  to  foldiers  in  America,  beg  leave 
to  aflure  your  Excellency,    that  we 
will   readily    and    chearfully  concur 
with   the  Commons  Houfe,  in  every 
meafure  that  may  be  judged  expedient 
to  carry  the  feveral  matters  therein  re- 
commended, into  due  execution. 
By  order  of  the  Upper  Houfe, 

James  Habersham,  Prefident. 
Examined  with  the  original, 

C.  Watson,  C.  G.  A. 


Mxtraa  of  a  Letter  from  James  Wright, 
Efq\  Go<vernor  of  Georgia,  to  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne, 

[Received  May  21,  1767.] 

Sa'vannah,  April  6,  1767. 
In  my  letter  of  the  5  th  of  January  I 
wrote  to  your  lordlhip,  that  the  Af- 
femhly begun  to  do  bufinefs  on  the  2d 
of  December,  and  were  to  meet  again 
on  the  13th  of  January,  and  that  [ 
had  not  then  oblerved  any  improper 
dif[)ofition  in  them  : — But,  my  Lord, 
this  did  not  continue  to  be  the  cafe, 
for,  on  the  i6thof  January  I  received 
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a  lett6r  from  Captain  Lieutenant  Phil- 
lips, who,  by  General  Gage's  order, 
then  commanded  the  detachment  of 
his  M^jelly's  Royal  American  regi- 
ment, doing  duty  in  this  province  and 
South  Carolina,  defiring  me  to  let 
him  know  where  he  w^s  to  apply  for 
the  barrack-neceffaries  direded  by  the 
Mutiny  ad,  and  on  the  20th  of  Ja- 
nuary I  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Council 
and  Affembly  on  that  fubjed,  toge- 
ther with  the  Mutiny  ad,  it  being 
the  ufe  and  cuftom  here,  to  fend  a 
meifage  to  the  Council,  as  well  as  to 
the  Affembly,  in  fuch  cafes— copies 
of  which  I  now  indole  to  your  lord- 
lhip (No.  I.)  ;  alfo  a  copy  of  the  ad- 
drefs of  the  Council  as  an  Upper 
Houfe,  in  anfwer  to  my  meffage  of 
the  fame  date  (No.  XL)— -but  the  Af- 
fembly delayed  fending  any  anfwer 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  finding 
no  anfwer  came,  1  fent  for  two  of  the 
members,  and  let  them  know,  that  if 
I  did  not  receive  an  anfwer  forthwith, 
I  (hould  be  obliged  to  fend  a  fecond 
melfage,  in  which  poflibly  I  might 
mention  fomething  that  would  not  be 
pfleaiing,  as  I  had  underftood  they  did 
not  intend  to  comply  with  the  ad  of 
parliament ;  and  that  day  I  was  in- 
formed, by  diredion  of  the  houfe, 
that  I  might  depend  on  an  anfwer  in 
a  day,  or  two,  at  fartheft,  and  oa 
the  1 8th  of  February  I  received  the 
inclofed  addrefs.   (No.  11  ) 

Extra  ff  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General 

Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 

[Recci-utd  March  25.] 

Neuo-7'ork,  Feb.  20,  1767. 
(No.  IV.) 
Your  Lordfliip  has  been  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  a  number  of  German 
recruits  in    this    port  for  the  Royal 
American  regiment,    and  of  my  in- 
tention to  quarter  them  in  the  colony 
of  Conncdicut,  'till  the  feafon  fliould 
allow  them   to  join   their  corps.      I 
wrote  two  letters  to  Governor  Pitkin 
on  the  fubjed  of  quartering  thefe  re- 
cruits by  the  authority  of  the  ad  of 
parliament 
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parliament  folely,  but  the  Governor 
would  do  nothing  in  the  affair,  'till 
authorized  fo  to  do  by  his  Provincial 
AiTembly.  I  have  the  honor  to  tranf- 
jnit  your  Lordfliip  copies  of  faid  letters, 
with  the  Governor's  anfwers  thereto. 
The  men  are  now  quartered  in  the 
towns,  where  the  Governor  told  me 
provifion  would  be  made  for  their  re- 
ception. 

Copy  of  a  Letler  from  Governor  Pitkin^ 
of  the  Colony  of  Conneiiicuty  to  Ge- 
neralGage — In  Major  GeneralGage's 
Letters,  (No.  IV.)  of  the  zoth  of 
February  y    1767. 

Hartford,  Jan,  31,  1767. 
SIR, 
Your  letter  of  the  25th  inftant  I  re- 
ceived ;  notwithftanding  your  furprize 
at  the  delay  of  his  Majefty's  fervice,  I 
can  affure  your  Excellency,  that  this 
colony  have  nothing  more  at  heart, 
than  to  forward  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
and  promote  his  intereil  by  every  part 
of  their  condud.  I  have  now  the 
pleafure  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  the  needful  provifion  is  made  for 
quartering  the  number  of  troops  men- 
tioned in  your  firfc  letter. 

The  towns  referred  to  in  your  re- 
quifition,  have  lately  been  greatly 
burthened  with  a  large  number  of  his 
Majefty's  regular  troops,  and  had  en- 
couragement that  for  the  future  they 
Ihould  be  excufed,  which  induced  the 
Arfembly  to  provide  quarters  for  the 
faid  troops  in  the  towns  of  New 
Haven,  Wallingford,  and  Brandford 
— am  therefore  defired  to  requeft  this 
favour  of  your  Excellency,  if  it  can 
be  v/ichout  prejudice  to  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  otherwife,  provifion  is  made 
in  the  towns  of  Stamford,  Norwalk, 
and  Fairfield. 

I  am  further  defired  to  requeft  your 
Excellency,  that  orders  be  given  that 
the  foldiers  may  not  carry  their  arms, 
except  when  called  upon  duty,  which 
may  prevent  their  dilturbing  the  peace 
oi'  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,   which  the 
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people  here  have  fearful  apprehenilonJ 
of,  from  their  former  experience. 
I  am^  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitkin, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gage  t9 
Governor  Pitkin,  of  the  Colony  of 
ConneBicut — In  Major  Gen.  Gage*s 
Letter  (No.  IV.)  of  the  zoth  of  Fe^ 
hruary,    1 767. 

Nevj-Tork,  Jan.  2C,  1767, 
SIR, 
Captain  Kemble  has  delivered  me 
your  letter  of  the  20th  inftant,  and  I 
can't  help  exprefling  my  furprize  at 
the  contents  of  it,    and   the   delays 
given  to  his  Majefty's  fervice— I  had 
the  honor  to  make  application  to  you 
as  the  executive  part  of  government, 
for  the  due  execution  of  a  law  in  your 
colony,  in  the  fame  manner  as   the 
faid  law  is  daily  put  in  execution  by 
every  juftice  of  the  peace,  conftable, 
headborough,  or  tythingman,  through- 
out  the   kingdom    of  England.      I 
cannot  comprehend  that  your  colony 
is  affedled  by  my  requifition  in  any 
fhape,  as  to  expence,  there  being  no 
barracks  in  the  colony,  therefore  there 
is  no  expence  to  be  incurred  for  bed- 
ding, fuel,  utenfils,  &c.  buj  the  troops 
to  be  quartered  in  public  houfes,   in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  England  ;  and 
as   the  public  houfes   in    the  places 
mentioned  in  my  letter   of  the  8th 
inftant,    are  more  than  fufficient  to 
quarter  the  few  troop*  that  are  to  be 
fent  into  them,  the  further  provifion 
required  by  the  law,    of  fitting  up 
out-houfes,  barns,  ha.  in  cafe  there 
fhould  not  be  fufficient  room  in   the 
faid    public   houfes    to    quarter    the 
troops,    is   out  of   the   queftion :    I 
can't,  therefore,  fee  by  what  means 
the  colony  is  to  be  involved  in  con- 
fiderable  expences,  or  that  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  raife  a  fingle  ftiilling  on  this 
account.    The  King's  fervice  requires 
that  I  ftiould  be  at  a  certainty  in  this 
bufinefs,  and  I  am  once  more  obliged 
to  trouble  you  on  th^  fubjed  of  my 
S  2  firf^ 
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iirft  letter,  and  to  defire  your  anfwer, 
whether  you  will  give  the  proper  di- 
reftions  to  the  inferior  magiftrates  to 
obey  the  law,  by  billeting  the  foldiers 
in  fuch  houfes  as  are  particularly  fpe- 
cified  in  the  aft  of  parliament,  made 
.^nd  provided  in  this  refpecl. 

I  am,  &c.  TH0^  Gage. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Go'vernor  Pitkin, 
of  the  CoLny  of  ConneSticut,  to  Ge- 
neral Gage— In  Major  Gen.  Gage's 
Letter  (No.  IV.)  of  the  20th  of 
February  f   1767. 

*  Hartford,  Jan.  20,  1767, 
S  I  R, 
I  received  yours  of  the  8th  inftant, 
by  Captain  Kemble,  requefting  quar- 
ters for  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  of 
his  Majefty's  troops,  in  the  towns  of 
Stamford,  Norwalk,  and  Fairfield,  in 
this  colony.  It  would  have  given  me 
pleafure  to  have  returned  an  imme- 
diate anfvver,  but  as  it  was  necelTary 
for  me  to  call  the  Council  of  this 
colony  to  meet,  and  advife  on  the 
fubjea  matter  of  your  Excellency's 
letter,  I  im.mediately  gave  them  no- 
tice, but  as  they  live  fcattered  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  colony,  and  the 
feafon  being  fo  extraordinary,  ren- 
deied  it  impi  amicable  to  convene 
them  'till  this"di:y,  which  I  trull  will 
appear  a  fufficient  reafon  to  your  Ex- 
cellency for  the  delay  I  have  been  ob- 
liged to  give  Captain  Kemble.  I  am 
forry  it  is  not  in  my  power,  at  this 
time,  to  give  fuch  immediate  and  fpe- 
cific  orders  as  your  Excellency  feemed 
to  exped.  As  the  requifition  was  un- 
exp;;ded,  no  barracks,  or  other  pro- 
vifions,  are  made  for  quartering  fol- 
diers here— A  compiiancc  therewith, 
would  involve  the  colony  in  confi- 
derable  expence,  which  cannot  be 
provided  for,  othcrwife  than  by  their 
reprefentativcs  in  General  AiTembly, 
which  makes  it  necelTary  to  call  the 
fame  on  this  occafion.  I  have  ac- 
cordingly lent  out  orders  for  convening 
the  AiTembly  on  Thurfday  the  29tti 
inflant,  which  is  as  focn  as  they  pof- 


fibly  can  meet.  I  fhall  then  lay  the 
matter  before  them,  and  doubt  not 
but  they  will  give  the  utmoft  attention 
and  difpatch  the  nature  of  the  affair 
will  admit,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  give 
your  Excellency  the  earlieft  notice  of 
their  conclufion  thereon.  I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitkin. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gag?  t9 
Gonjernor  Pitkin,  of  the  Colony  of 
ConneSiicut — In  Major  Gen.  Gage's 
Letter  (No,  IV.)  cfthezoihofFe- 
bruary,    17^7- 

Ne^zKi-Tork,  Jan.  8,  1767. 
SIR, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
that  a  velTel  is  juft  arrived  here,  with 
one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  recryits 
from  Germany,  for  his  Majefty's  two 
battalions  of  the  Royal  American  re- 
giment. As  both  thefe  battalions  are 
fo  fituated  (the  one  being  quartered 
at  Quebec,  the  other  garrifoning  the 
forts  in  the  Upper  country)  as  to 
render  it  impradicable  for  thefe  re- 
cruits to  join  them  this  winter,  and 
the  quarters  in  the  provinces  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  New  Jerfeys,  and  New- 
York,  being  occupied  by  other  corps, 
and  two  companies  of  the  Royal  re- 
giment of  Artillery  being  quartered  at 
Bolton,  I  have  no  choice  left  but  the 
province  of  Connedlicut — I,  therefore, 
fend  to  you,  by  Captain  Kemble, 
one  of  my  aid  de  camps,  to  requeit 
that  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  order 
quarters  to  be  provided  at  Stamford, 
Norwalk,  and  Fairfield,  or  which 
you  fl^all  judge  bell  of  thofe  towns, 
for  two  oflicers,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  of  his  Majefly's  troops -^ 
the  other  fifty-four  being  deilined  tq 
recruit  the  three  companies  of  the  firll 
battalion  of  the  Royal  American  re- 
giment flationed  in  Scuth-Carolina, 
will  be  immediately  feut  thither.  J. 
have  no  doubt  but  you  will  give  fuch 
immediate  and  fpecifick  orders  upon 
this  head,  as  that  this  detachment  of 
his  Majeily's  forces  may  be  fupplied 

with 
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jft'lth  quarters,  &c.  according  to  the 
ad  of  parliament. 

You  will  be  fo  good  to  return  me 
an  anfvver  to  this  requifition,  by  Cap- 
tain Kemble,  acquainting  me  of  the 
number  of  men  you  think  beft  to  be 
feveraliy  quartered  in  the  towns  be- 
fore-mentioned,    I  am,  &c. 

Thomas  Gage. 


"^xtraSi  of  a  Letter  fro7n  Governor  Ber- 
nard to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 
\Recei--ved  March  28.] 
Bofon,    l^th  and  \%th  of  Feb.  1 767. 

(No.  VO 
In  my  letter  (No.  JI.)  I  informed 
your  iordfhip,  that  the  houfe  had,  at 
the  end  of  laft  feffion,  taken  umbrage 
at  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  having  ordered  proyiiion  for 
two  companies  of  artillery  (which 
were  drove  in  here),  purfaant  to  acl 
of  parliament,  and  had.  appointed  a 
committee  thereupon — fo  that  this 
fubje6l  was  to  be  worked  up  as  a 
caufe  of  liberty.  The  third  day  of 
this  feffion,  the  houfe  fent  m.e  a  mef- 
fage,  defiring  to  know,  "  Whether 
any  provinon  had  been  made  at  the 
jexpence  of  this  government,  for  his 
Majefty's  troops  lately  arrived  in  this 
harbour,  and  by  whom  ?"  To  this 
I  returned  an  anfwer,  inclofmg  a  copy 
of  the  minutes  of  Council,  by  which 
fach  provifion  wrs  made,  in  which  it 
js  faid  to  be  in  purfuance  of  the  a6l  of 
parliament.  I  alfo  added  an  account 
of  the  expence,  which  in,  more  than 
twom.onths  amounted  to  f6o  fterling. 
In  reply  to  this,  they  fent  me  a  mef- 
fage,  wherein  tliey  fay,  that  *'  I  and 
the  Council,  in  making  fuch  pro- 
vifion, aded  unwarrantably  and  un- 
conilitutionally,  and  it  is  the  more 
grievous  to  them,  for  that  it  is  men- 
tioned to  be  in  purfuance  of  an  ad  of 
parliament,  which  ad  appears  to 
them  as  real  a  grievance  as  the  ftamp- 
ad."  They  alfo  fay,  *'  that  my  not 
laying  this  matter  before  them^  for  the 
whole  of  the  laft  feillon,  and  part  of 
tliis  feffion,  until  they  fent  uheir  mef- 


fage,  was  in  breach  of  their  privi- 
ledge."  What  they  call  the  whole  of 
the  laft  feffion,  was  only  the  fix  laft 
days,  when  they  met,  after  an  ad- 
journment, to  pafs  the  Indemnifi- 
cation bill,  and  for  no  other  purpofe 
--after  which,  they  deilred  I  would 
difrnifs  them,  and  I  told  them  in  fo 
doing,  that  I  had  poftponed  all  other 
bufinefs  to  the  next  fefllon,  on  that 
account.  The  part  of  this  feffion  was 
not  forty-eight  hours,  in  which  I  had 
given  orders  for  making  out  an  account 
of  the  expence,  to  be  laid  before  them 
—when  they  hurried  their  mefiage  fo, 
that^  it  came  to  me  two  hours  before  \ 
leceived  the  account.  I  mention  this 
only,  to  lliew  upon  what  trifling  pre- 
tences, a  charge  of  a  breach  of 'this 
privilege  is  formed. 

In  the  bufinefs  itfelf,  the  Governor 
and  Council  aded  precifely  according 
to  the  conflant  ufage  of  this  govern- 
ment, both  in  the  manner  of  pro- 
.yiding,  and  the  things  provided,  and 
in  regard  to  the  latter,  not  quite  con- 
formably to  the  ad  of  parliament,  for 
there  was  no  beer,  vinegar,  &c.  pro- 
vided, the  officer  not  requiring  them. 
The  entry  in  the  minute  of  the  Coun- 
cil, "  in  purfuance  of  the  ad  of  par- 
liament" was  made  at  the  deilre  of 
fomeof  the  Council,  thinking,  J  fun. 
pofe,  that  it  would  proted  them  from 
being  called  to  an  account  for  doing, 
what,  in  other  tim.es,  would  have 
pafled  as  a  common  ad  of  govern- 
ment, and  even  thefe  words  are  more 
properly  applicable  to  the  requelt  of 
the  officer,  than  the  ordcx— But  the 
reverfe  has  happened.  The  ad  of 
parliament,  inftead  of  proteding them, 
has  been  the  caufe  of  their  being  ar- 
raigned. ^  Political  meafiires  ai-e^'Cx-y 
catching  in  this  country.  When  the 
matter  Vv^as  firft  agitated,  advice  had 
been  received  of  the  Aflembly  of 
New- York  having  refufed  to  comply 
fpeciiically  with  the  ad  of  parliament ; 
and  it  was  menrioned  in  the  houfe 
and  then  (laft  feilion)  it  was  faid  that 
this  ad  wasworfe  than  the  ftamp-ad. 

And 
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And  when  it  was  revived  in  the  hcmfe 
this  feffion,  a  member  oppofite  to  go- 
vernment, faid  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  were  not  to  blame,  the 
aft  under  which  they  had  afted  was 
what  was  to  be  condemned.  And 
indeed  this  trifling  bufinefs,  which  in 
the  whole  expence  won't  coll  above 
/.  150  Ilerling,  feems  to  be  laid  hold 
of,  only  to  make  a  public  declaration 
againft  the  aft  of  parliament— All 
papers  of  this  kind,  which  ufed  for- 
merly to  be  feen  no  where  hut  in  the 
votes,  being  now  printed  in  all  the 
(lews-papers  ;  and,  from  fome  parti^ 
cular  exprelhons,  it  has  the  air  of  a 
manifeflo  much  more  than  of  a  mef- 
fage  to  a  Gpvernpr,  who  is  the  laft 
perfon  to  whom  a,  claim  to  an  ex- 
emption from  afts  of  parliament  Ihould 
be  made,  as  it  is  impoflible  for  him 
to  concede  to  it. 

This  letter  AiH  remaining  vyith  mc, 
I  have  an  opportunity  to  add,  that 
for  above  a  week  pall,  I  had  endea- 
voured to  prevail  with  the  Council,  to 
join  with  me  in  a  juflification  of  our 
proceedings,  in  making  provifion  for 
the  King's  troops,  but  at  the  fame 
time  I  proteiled  againfl  their  an fwering 
without  me,  as  it  was  a  bufmefs  of 
privy  Council,  in  which  they  could 
.j\ot  aft  feparately  from  me.  This 
diftinftiou  was  mace  ufe  of  to  in- 
troduce a  fquabble  about  privileges, 
which  prevented  any  refolution  being 
taken.  •  To  put  an  end  to  this, 
yellerday  1  introduced  the  inclofed 
ani'wer  in.  my  own  name  only,  which 
I  told  them  I  would  fend  if  they  would 
advil'e  to  it,  which,  after  fome  debate, 
they  did ;  and  I  fcnt  it  to  the  houfe. 
Your  Lordlhip  will  obferve,  that  in 
this  anfwer  there  is  a  careful  avoid- 
ance^ though  no  denial  of  this  pio- 
vifion  being  made,  in  purfuance  of 
th-j  aft  of  i)arUamtnt :  I  was  obliged 
tt>  frame  it  thus  to  obtain  the  Coun- 
cil's concurrence.  For,  though  the 
gn  ater  part  of  them  liave,  1  believe, 
a  due  refpcft  for  an  aft  of  parliament. 


not  one  of  them  would  dare  to  avow 
it  in  this  inllance,  and  at  this  time. 


Copy  of  an  ASi  for  granting  Com^ 
penfation  to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free 
and  general  Pardon,  Indemnity  and 
Oblinjion  to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Times,  pajfed  in  the  Pro-oince  of  the 
Maffachufett's  Bay,  Dec,  6,  1766. 
(No.  I.) 
*'  An  Aft  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity  and  Ob- 
livion, to  the  Oixenders  in  the  late 
Times." 

Whereas  the  King's  moll  Excellent 
Majeily,  taking  into  his  gracious  and 
moll  ferious  c-nfiueration,  the  trou- 
bles, difcords,  tumults  and  riots  which 
have  lately  hirppened  in  America,  and 
that  divers  of  his  fubjefts  have  thereby 
greatly  fuffered  in  their  property,  and 
others  have  fallen  into,  and  are  ob- 
noxious to  great  pains  and  penalties, 
out  of  a  hearty  ^nd  pious  defue  that 
fuch  fuiierers  be  compjnfated,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  all  fuits  and  contro- 
\  erfies,  and  proiecutions,  that  by  oc-r 
cafion  of  the  late  diftraftions  have 
arifen,  or  may  arife  between  any  of 
his  Majeily's  fubjefts,  and  to  the  in-, 
tent  that  a  veil  be  drawn  over  the  late 
unhappy  exceffes,  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafeu  to  fignify  his  d^fire  to  forgive 
and  forget  them,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
his  abundant  clemency,  recommend- 
ing a  compenfation  to  the  fuiferers 
in  their  property,  wirh  fuch  a  conduft 
in  general,  as  ihall  be,  at  this  great 
crifis,  tht;  hell  means  of  fixing  the 
mutual  interell  and  inclination  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  on 
the  moil  firm  and  foli'i  fou;jdation. 

From  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
je(ly'$  grace  and  clemency,  in  order,  • 
to  promote  internal  peace  and  fafety^.. 
to  make  compenfition  to  faid  fjrferersj, 
and  as  a  means,   fo  far  as  it  is  in  our 
power,    of  demon llrating  to  all  the 
world,  our  fenfc  of  the  happinefs  w»^ 
enjoy,  in  being  a  part  of  the  Britiftu 

empire^ 
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empire,  and  being  intitled  to  tlie 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of 
Britilb  fubjeds.  We,  his  Majefty's 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of 
this  province,  in  the  Great  and  Ge- 
neral Court,  aflembledof  our  feeand 
good  will,  have  refolved  to  give  and 
grant,  and  pray  that  it  may  be 
enabled. 

And  be  it  accordingly  enabled,  by 
the  Governor,  Council,  and  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  that  there  be  grant- 
ed and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury 
of  this  province,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  the  fum_ofj£.3 194 
ijs.  6d,  in  full  compenfation  for  the 
loiTes  and  fufFerings  that  he,  and  the 
feveral  perfons  in  his  family,  fullain- 
ed  in  the  late  times  of  confufion. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq; 
the  fum  of  ^.  J  72  4^. 

To  Benjamin  Hallowell,  jun.  Efq; 
the  fum  of  j^. 385  6s.  \od. 

To  William  Story,  Efq;  the  fum 
ofjf.67  8j-.  10^.  in  full  compenfation 
for  their  loffes  and  fuiterings,  in  the 
late  times  of  confufion. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  that  all 
riots,  routs,  and  unlawful  aflemblies, 
councelled,  commanded,  adled,  done, 
or  made  within  this  province,  between 
the  1  ft  day  of  September,  1765,  and 
the  I  ft  day  of  May,  1766,  and 
all  burglaries,  felonies,  refcues,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace  whatfoever, 
committed  in,  by,  or  during  fuch 
riots,  routs,  or  unlawful  aflem.blies, 
be,  and  hereby  are  pardoned,  re- 
Jeafed,  indemnified,  difcharged,  and 
put  in  utter  oblivion,  and  that  all  and 
every  the  perfon  or  perfons,  adling, 
advifmg,  allifting,  abetting,  andcoun- 
felling  the  fame,  be,  and  are  hereby 
pardoned,  releafed,  acquitted,  indem- 
nified and  difcharged  from  the  fame, 
and  of,  and  from  all  pains  of  death, 
and  other  pains,  judgments,  indict- 
ments, convictions,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  are  hereby  declared  null 
and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  any 
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perfon  indidled  or  prefented,  or  in  any 
manner  profecuted,  or  that  fnall,  or 
may  be  hereafter  indifted,  prefented, 
or  in  any  manner  profecuted,  or  that 
Iball,  or  may  be  hereafter  indifted, 
prefented,  or  in  any  m.anner  profe- 
cuted for  any  of  the  offences  by  this 
adl  pardoned,  may  plead  the  general 
ifTue,  and  give  this  ad  in  evidence, 
which  fnall  be  fufficient  to  acquit 
him. 

Provided,  that  nothing  In  this  aft 
contained,  fhall  extend  to  the  par- 
doning, or  give  any  benefit  whatever 
to  any  perfon  who  is,  or  may  be  un- 
lawfully pofleifed  of  any  goods  or 
chattels,  taken  or  ftolen  from  any 
perfon,  unlefs  the  poHeffor  Ihall,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  publication  of 
this  ad,  have  furrendered  and  deliver- 
ed them  up  to  the  province  treafurer, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  province. 

Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  in  this 
ad  fhall  extend  to  the  carrying  any 
civil  adion  of  trefpafs  for  damages 
fuftained  by  any  perfon,  not  by  this 
ad  compenfated,  nor  to  the  pardon- 
ing any  of  the  crimes  or  oflences 
above-named,  wherein  any  burglaries, 
arfons,  or  thefts  were  committed 
againft  the  properties  of  any  perfons, 
not  compenfated  by  this  ad. 

ExtraSI  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedtno-S' 
of  the  CommiJJiofters  for  Trade  ana 
Plantations^  fo  far  as  relates  to  the 
ASl  paffed  in  the  Pro-vince  of  the 
MaJ/achufett's  Bay,  in  December, 
1766,   intituled, 

"  An  Ad  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and 
Oblivion,  to  the  Offenders  in  the 
late  Times."  From  the  Time  of 
the  Receipt  of  the  faid  Ad. 

(No.  II.) 
At  a  meeting  of  his  Majefty's  Com- 

mifiioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 

on  TuefHay,  March  10,    1767. 

Prefent— Lord  Clare,  Mr.  Jenyns, 

Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Fitzherberc,  Mr. 

Rice,  Mr.  Dyfon,  Mr.  Pvobinfon. 

The 
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Tlie  Secretary  laid  before  the  Board 
the  following  papers,  which  were  this 
day  received  froin  the  Secretary  of 
the  Province  of  MafTachufett's  Bay ; 
Tiz.  Two  Ads  paffed  in  1766. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do 
forthwith  communieate  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  for  his 
Lordfhip's  information,  the  aft  of 
compenfation  to  the  fufFerers  by  the 
'dillurbances  at  Bollon,  in  Augull, 
J 765,  and  for  indemnity  to  thofe 
concerned  in  the  faid  dillurbances. 

Clare. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  Majefty's  Com- 
mifiioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
en  Tucfday,  March  12,    1767. 

Prefent— Lord  Clare,  Mr.  Jcnyns, 
Mr.  Dyfon,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert. 

The  Secretary  acquainted  the  Board 
that  h'j  had,  purfuant  to  their  order, 
communicated  to  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne's  Secrc':;iry,  the  Ail  paiTed  in 
MaiTachufett's  Bay,  in  December, 
1766,  for  Compeuiation  and  In- 
demnity. 

Their  Lord  (hips  took  into  confi- 
deration  the  law  pafTei  in  the  province 
of  MafTachufett's  Bay,  in  December, 
1766,  for  Compenfation  to  the  Suf- 
ferers by  the  DiiVarbances  at  Bollon 
in  1765,  and  for  Lidemnity,  Sec.  and 
the  laid  law  appearing  to  be  of  a  new 
a^nd  extraordinary  nature  and  im- 
p(:)rtance,  it  was  ordered  that  it  (hould 
be  referred  to  his  Majeily's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-General,  for  their  opi- 
nion upon  it,  Clare. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  Majefty's  Com- 
miffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
on  Monday,  April  13,  1767. 

Prefent, —Lord  Clare,  Mr.  Jenyns, 
Mr.  Dyibn,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert,  Mr.  Robinibn. 

The  Secretary  lai'J.  before  the  Board 
a  report  of  his  Majeily's  Attorney  and 
Solicitor-General,  dated  the  lothin- 
ftAnt,  upon  the  ad  paffed  in  the  pro- 
vince of  the  MafTachufett's  Bay  in 
December  laft,  intituled.  An  Ad  for 
Compenfation  to  the  Suiiercrs  by  the 


Dillurbances  at  Boflon  in  1765,  and 
for  Indemnity,  &c.  Their  Lordfhips 
took  the  faid  ad  and  report  into  con- 
fideration,  and  having  agreed  upon  a 
reprefentation  to  his  Majelly  there- 
upon, a  draught  of  fuch  reprefentation 
was  prepared,  approved,  tranfcribed, 
and  figned.  Clare. 

Co/iy  of  a  Letter  from  John  Po-wnall, 
Efq\  to  his  Majefiy's  Attorney  and 
Sollicitor-General,  dated  Whitehall y 
.  March  13,  1767,  defiring  their  Opi- 
nion upon  an  Aa  paffed  in  the  Maf 
fachufett^s  Baji  in  December ^  1766, 
intituled, 

*'  An  Ad  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and 
Oblivion,  to  the  Offenders  in  the 
late  Times." 

(No.  in.) 

Whitehall,  March  13,  1767.' 
GeJiflemsny 
As  the  law  herewith  inclofed, 
paffed  in  the  province  of  the  MafTa- 
chufett's Bay,  in  December,  1766,. 
appears  to  the  Lords  CommilTioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  be  of  a 
new  and  extraordinary  nature  and  im- 
portance, I  am  dire£led  by  their  lord- 
ihips  to  defire  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
take  it  into  confideration,  and  to  fa-f 
vour  them  with  your  opinion,  whether 
the  legiHatnre  of  that  province  have, 
by  their  conilitution,  a  power  to  enad 
a  law  of  general  pardon,  indemnity, 
and  oblivion,  in  the  cafe  to  whic'-i'it 
refers,  without  the  previous  confent 
of  the  crown.  I  am,  with  great 
refped,  Gentlemen,  your  mofl  obe- 
dient, humble  fervant,  J.  Pownall. 
To  Willi a7n  de  Grey  and  Ed-wjard 
Milks,  Efqrs.  his  Majcffs  At- 
torney and  Sollicitor  Gcjterals, 

Copy  of  a  Report  cf  his  Mnjcftfs  At- 
torney  and  bollicitor-Gcncral,  dated 
April  10,  1767,  on  an  A:i  paf'ed  in 
the  Pro^idnce  of  the  M.'fachufctt's 
£ay,  on  the  6th  of  Decemher,  766, 
intituled,  *'  An  Ad  for  granting 
Compenfation 
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Compenfation  to  the  Sufferers,  and       To  the  King's  Mojl  Excellent  Majefiy. 


of  free  and  general  Pardon,    In 
demnity,  and  Oblivion,  to  the  Of- 
fenders in  the  late  Times." 
(No.  IV.) 
To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commif- 
Jioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations^ 

May  it  pkafe  your  Lord/hips y 
In  obedience  to  your  lordfhips  com- 
mands fignified  to  us  by  Mr.  PownaPs 
letter  of  the  13  th  of  March  laft,  in- 
clofing  to  us  a  law  palTed  in  the  pro- 
vince of  MaiTachufett's  Bay,    in  De- 
cember,    1766,    appearing   to    your 
lordfhips  to  be  of  a  new  and  extraor- 
dinary nature  and  importance,    and 
defiring  us   to   take  it  into  our  con- 
£deration,    and  report  our  opinion, 
whether  the  legiflature  of  that  pro- 
vince have,   by   their  conftitution,  a 
power    to   enaft   a   law    of    general 
pardon,  indemnity  and  oblivion,  in 
the  cafe  to  which  it  refers,  without 
the  previous  confent   of   the  crown. 
We   have   taken   the  fame  into  our 
coniideration,    and  are   of    opinion, 
that  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Af- 
fembly   of   the  MaiTachufett's   Bay, 
have  not,  by  the  conftitution  of  that 
province,  any  original  power  to  enaft 
a  law  of  general  pardon,  indemnity, 
and  oblivion,  in  the  cafe  referred  to, 
without  the  previous  communication 
of  the  grace   and   pleafure    of    the 
crown. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  to 
your  Lordfhips'  confideration. 

W.  DE  Grey, 

E.  WiLLES. 

Whitehally  April  \Tjy  I'J^-J > 
€opy  of  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Com- 
tniffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
to  his  Majefiyy  dated  White  hall ^ 
April  13,  1767,  on  an  ASi paffed  in 
the  Maffachufett' s  Bay,  in  Decem- 
ber, I J  66,  in  tit  led,  '*  An  Adt  for 
granting  Compenfation  to  the  Suf- 
ferers, and  of  free  and  general 
Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Oblivion, 
to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Times." 

(No.  V.) 


May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
We  have  had  under  our  confi- 
deration an  ad  palTed  in  vour  Majefty's 
province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  'in 
New-England,  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1766,  intituled,  */  An  Ad 
for  granting  Compenfation  to  the 
Sufferers,  and  of  irte  and  general' 
Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Oblivion,  to 
the  Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 

As  this  aft  appeared  to  us  to  be  of 
an  extraordinary  nature  and  impor- 
tance, we  thought  it  our  duty  imme- 
diately, to  refer  it  to  the  confideration 
of  your  Majefty's  Attorney  and  Sol- 
licitor  General,    defiring  their  opi-, 
nion,  whether  the  legiflature  of  that 
province  have,  by  their  conftitution, 
a  power  to  enacl  a  law   of  general 
pardon,  indemnity,  and  oblivion,  in 
the    cafe    to  which   this  ad   refers, 
without  the  previous  confent  of  the 
crown  ;  and  your  Majefty's  Attorney 
and  Sollicitor  General,    having,    on 
the  loth  inftant,  reported  to  us  their 
opinion,  '*  That  the  Governor,  Coun- 
cil, and  AfTembly  of  the  Maffachufett's 
Bay,  have  not,  by  the  conftitution  of 
that  province,  any  original  power  to 
enad  a  law  of  general  Pardon,  In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  in  the  cafe 
refered  to,  without  the  previous  com- 
munication of  the  grace  and  pleafure 
of  the  crown."     We  do,  upon  a  con- 
fideration  of  this  report,    agree  ia 
opinion  with  them,  and  humbly  beg 
leave  to  lay  the  faid  act  before  your 
Majefty,  fubmitting  it  to  your  Ma* 
jefty  to  take  fuch  meafures  thereupon, 
as  your  Majefty,  in  your  great  wiidom. 
and  with  the  advice  of  your  Council, 
fhall  think  moft  proper. 

Which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 
Clare  Wm.  Fitzherbert 

Soame  Jenyns  Tho'.  Robinfon- 

George  Rice 

Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Lords 

CcmmiJ/ionen  for  Trade  and  Plan- 

tations,     dated  the    \9yih   of  April, 

1767,  upon  the  Maffachufett's  Aff, 

T  f9t 
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f(yr  granting  Compen/aticn  to  the  Suf- 
fcrers,  i^c. 

(No.  I.) 
To  the  KingH  Mojl  Excellent  Majefy, 
May  it  pleafeyour  Majefij/, 
We  have    had    under  our   confi- 
deration  an  aft  pafTed  in  your  Ma- 
jefty's  province  of  the  Mafia,  hufett's 
Bay,  in  New  England,  on  the  6th  of 
December,   1766,  intituled, 

"  An  Aa  for  granting  Compen- 
fation  to  the  Sufferers,  and  of 
free  and  general  Pardon,  In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 
As  this  a6l  appeared  to  us  to  be 
of  an  extraordinary  nature  and  im- 
portance, we  thought  a  our  duty  im- 
mediately to  refer  it  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  your  Majefty's  Attorney 
and  Sollicitor  General,  defiring  their 
opinion,  whether  the  legiflature  of 
that  province,  have,  by  their  con- 
ftitution,  a  power  to  enad  a  law  of 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Ob- 
livion, in  the  cafe  to  which  this  adl 
refers,  without  the  previous  confent 
of  the  crown  ?  And  your  Majefty*s 
Attorney  and  Sollicitor-General,  ha- 
ving, on  the  loth  inftant,  reported 
to  us  their  opinion,  *'  That  the  Go- 
vernor, Council,  and  AlTembly  of  the 
Maflachufett's  Bay,  have  not,  by  the 
conflitution  of  that  province,  any 
original  power  to  enadl  a  law  of  ge- 
neral Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Ob- 
livion, in  the  cafe  referred  to,  without 
the  previous  communication  of  the 
grace  and  pleafure  of  the  crown." 
We  do,  upon  a  confideration  of  this 
report,  agree  in  opinion  v/ith  them, 
and  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  the  faid 
ad  before  vour  Majelly,  fubmitting 
it  to  your  Majefty,  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  thereupon,  as  your  Majerty,  in 
your  great  wiidom,  and  with  the 
advice  of  your  Council,  fhall  think 
ijioft  proper. 

\\  hich  is  moll  humbly  fubmitted. 
CI. re  Wm.  Fitzherbert 

Soame  Jcnyns  Tho'.  Robinfon. 

Georf?'^  Rice 
'U'hittihall,  April  13,  1767. 


L.   S.  By  his  Excellency  Francii 

Bernard^   Efq-,    Cap- 
tain General  and  Go- 
<vernor  in  Chief,    in, 
and  o<ver  his  Majejly^s 
Pro'vincE  of  the  Maf 
Fr\  Bernard.      fachufett^s    Bay,      in 
Neiu  -  England,    and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the 
fame. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  Great 
and  General  Court,  or  AfTembly  of 
his  Majefty's  province  of  the  Mafla- 
chufett's  Bay,  abovefaid,  did  at  their 
feffion   begun    and    held   at  Bofton, 
upon   Wednefday   the   28th    day  of 
May,  1766,  and  continued  by  fundry 
prorogations  to  Wednefday  the  29th 
day  of  Odober  following,    and  then 
met,  make,  and  pafs  an  ad,  intituled, 
"  An  Ad  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and  ge- 
neral Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Oblivi- 
on, to  the  Offenders  in  the  lateTimes." 
PafTed  by  the  Reprefentatives,    De- 
cember 6,   1766. 
PafTed  by  the  Council,  ditto. 
Signed  by  the  Governor,  ditto. 

And  1  do  further  certify,  that  the 
paper  annexed  is  a  true  and  authentic 
copy  of  the  ad,  or  law  aforementioned, 
in  teftimony  whereof,  I  have  caufed 
the  public  feal  of  the  province  of  Maf- 
fachufett's  Bay  aforefaid,  to  be  here- 
unto affixed,  dated  at  Boflon  the  27th 
day  of  December,  1766,  in  the  7th 
year  of  his  Majefty's  reign.  By  his 
Excellency's  command, 

A.  Oliver,  Secretary. 
Copy  of  the  A  if  fnentioned  in  the  afore- 
going Reprefentaticn  (No^I.)  paffed     j 
in  MaJJ'achufeit'sBayy  Dec.  6,  1766.     * 
(No.   II.) 
An  ASl  paffed  hy  the  Great  and  General 
Court,   or  AJJembly,  of  his  Majeffs 
Pro-uince  of  the  Majjachufdt' s  Bay, 
in  NevQ- England y   begun  an    held  at     m 
Bcjicn,  upon  Wednejday  the  2%th  Day      v 
of  May,    lybS,  and  from  thence  con- 
tinned  by    fe-veral  Prorogations,    to 
Wedtttjday  the  igth  Day  of  OQober 
follo--iK)inp,  and  then  met. 

•^  ^  "  An 
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<'  Aa-A£l  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and 
Oblivion,  to  the  Offenders  in  the 
late  Times." 

Whereas  the  King's  moll  Excellent 
Majefly,  taking  into  his  gracious  and 
ferious  confideration,  the  troubles, 
difcords,  tumults,  and  riots  that  have 
lately  happened  in  America,  and  that 
divers  of  his  fubjeds  have  thereby 
greatly  fuffered  in  their  property,  and 
others  have  fallen  into,  and  are  ob- 
noxious to  great  pains  and  penalties, 
out  of  a  hearty  and  pious  deiire  that 
fuch  fufferers  be  compenfated,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  all  fuits,  controverfies, 
and  profecutions,  that  by  occafion  of 
the  late  diftraftions  have  arifen,  or 
may  arife  between  any  of  his  Ma- 
jelty's  fubjefts,  and  to  the  intent  that 
a  veil  may  be  dr^wn  over  the  late  un- 
happy exceiles,  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fignify  his  defire  to  forgive 
and  forget  them,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
his  abundant  clemency,  recommend- 
ing a  compenfation  to  the  fuiferers  in 


their  property,  with  fuch  a  condud 


in  general,  as  fhall  be  at  this  general 
crifis,  the  befl:  me:>ns  of  fixing  the 
mutual  intereft  and  inclination  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  on 
the  moll  firm  end  folid  foundations. 

From  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  grace  and  clemency,  in  order 
to  promoie  internal  peace  and  fafety, 
to  make  compenfation  to  faid  fuf- 
ferers, and  as  a  means,  fo  far  as  it  is 
in  our  power,  of  demonfcrating  to  all 
the  world  our  fenfe  of  the  happinefs 
we  enjoy,  in  being  a  part  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  and  being  indtled  to 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of 
Britifh  fubjecls.  We  his  Majefly's 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of 
this  Province,  in  the  Great  and  Ge- 
neral Court  aflembled,  of  our  free  and 
good  will,  have  refolved  to  give  and 
grant,  and  pray  that  it  be  enabled. 

And  be  it  accordingly  enaded,  by 
the  Governor,  Council,  and  Houfe  of 
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Reprefentatives,  that  there  be  granted 
and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of 
this  Province,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  the  fum  of/. 3 194 
lys.  6d.  in  full  compenfation  for  the 
loffes  and  fufferings  that  he,  and  the 
feveral  perfons  in  his  family  fuftained, 
in  the  late  times  of  confufion. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq; 
the  fum  ofjf.  172  4^. 

To  Benjamin  Hallowell,  jun.  the 
fum  of  j^. 3 85  6s.  lod. 

To  William  Story,  Efq;    th**  fum 
ofjf.67  8j.  10^.  infullcompenfi'^^:: 
for  their  loffes  and  fuifeiings,  I_.     •$ 
late  times  of  confuiion. 
^  And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  all 
riots,  routs,   and  un'awmi  aiienjb.xes, 
councell-ci,  c  mmanrleu,  acted,  jo-e, 
or  made  withm  this  province,  bc-tween 
the  ift  dayof  Auguit,    176^,  and  the 
iftdayof  May,   1766,  and  all  bur^ 
glaries,  felonies,  relcues,  and  breaches 
of  the  peace  whatsoever,  commit. ed 
in,    by,  or  during  fuch  riots,  routs, 
and  unlawful  affemblies,  be,  and  are 
hereby  pardoned,  re.eafed,  indemni- 
Hed,  difcharged,  and  put  in  utter  ob- 
livion,   and   that  all  and  tvtry  t\\Q 
perfon  or  perfons,   ading,  advifmg, 
allilHng,    abetting,    and  counceliing 
the  fame,    be,   and  are  hereby  par- 
doned,   releafed,    acquitted,  indem- 
nified, and  difcharged  from  the  firae, 
and  of,  and  from  all  pains  of  death, 
and  other  pains,  judgments,  indidl- 
ments,    convidions,    penalties,    and 
forfeitures,  therefore  had  or  given,  or 
that  might  accrue  for  the  fame,   and 
that  fuch   indidments,    convidions, 
and  forfeitures,   are  hereby  declared 
null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  cnaded,  that  any 
perfon  indided  or  prefented,  or  in 
any  manner  profecuted,  or  that  fhall, 
or  may  be  hereafter  indided,  pre- 
fented, or  in  any  manner  profecuted 
for  any  of  the  offences  by  this  ad  par- 
doned, may  plead  the  general  iSuc, 
and  give  this  acl  in  ei'idence,  which 
fhall  be  fufHcient  to  acquit  him. 

T  2  Provided,- 
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Provide^,  that  nothing  in  this  ad 
contained,  ftiall  extend  to  the  par- 
ironing,  or  give  any  benefit  whatever 
to  any  perfon  who  is,  or  may  be  un- 
lawfully pofleffed  of  any  goods  or 
chattels,  taken  or  ftolen  from  any 
perfon,  unlefs  the  poffeffor  Ihall, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  adt,  have  furrendered 
and  delivered  them  up  to  the  Province 
treafurer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  province. 
Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  in  this 
aft  contained,  Ihall  extend  to  the 
barring  any  civil  a6lion  of  trefpafs  for 
damages  fuftained  by  any  perfon  not 
by  this  aft  com  pen  fated,  nor  to  the 
pardoning  any  of  the  crimes  or  of- 
fences above-named,  wherein  any  bur- 
glaries, arfons,  or  thefts  were  com- 
jnitted  againft  the  properties  of  any 
perfons  not  compenfated  by  ihis  aft. 

Copy  of  his  Majejifi  Order  in  Council , 
dated  April  13,    1 767,  referring  to 
iheLorm  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
the  aforegoing  Reprejentation  axdAd, 
(No.  HI.) 
jit  the  Court  at  Sf.  James, 
April  13,    1767. 
PRE     S    E    N    T, 
T/^  King's  Moji  Excellent  Majejiy  in 

Council. 
.  .Upon  reading  at  the  Board,  a  re- 
prefentation  from  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners    for  Trade    and   Plantations, 
dated  this  day,  upon  an  aft  pafTed  in 
his  Majefty's'Province  of  the  MafTa- 
chufett's  Bay,   in  New-England,    on 
the  .6th  of  December,  1766,  intitled, 
**  An  Aft  for  granting  Compen- 
fation  to   the  Sufferers,   and  of 
free  and   general   Pardon,    In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 
Which  aft  had  not,    till  this  day, 
been  laid  before  the  Council  Board — 
It  is  ordered  by  his  Majelly  in  Coun- 
cil, that  the  faid  reprefentation  and 
aft  be,  and  they  are'  hereby  referred 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation 
iiffairs^  t,o  confider  the  fame,    and 


report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  Hf 
Majefly  at  this  Board. 

Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council,  dated  May  9, 
1767,  upon  confider ing  the  aforegoing 
Reprejentation  and  Ad. 
(No.   IV.) 
At  the  Couticil-Chamher,  White" 
hally  May  9,    1767. 
By  the    Right   Bon.   the    Lords   of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  FlantatioK 
Affairs. 

PRESENT, 
Lord  Chancellor    Vifc.  Barringtoa 


Lord  Prefident       Vifcount  Clare 
Duke  of  Grafton   Lord  North 
Duke  of  Bolton     Lord  Sandys 
Duke  of  Ancafter  Mr.  Speaker 
Lord  Steward         J.  Stuart  Macken- 
Earl  of  Denbigh        zie,  Efq; 
Earlof  Cholmon-  Mr.  Sec.  Conway 

deley  Mr.  Chancellor  of 

E.  of  Marchmont       the  Exchequer 
Earl  of  Briflol         Welb.  Ellis,    Efq; 
Earl  of  Harcourt  Hans  Stanley,  Efq; 
E.ofHillfborough  L.  C.  J.  Wilmot 
Earl  of  Shelburne  Ifaac  Barre,  Efq; 
Vifcount  Howe 

Your  Majefty  having  been  pleafed 
by  your  order  in  Council,  of  the  13th 
of  lafl  month,  to  refer  unto  this 
committee  a  reprefentation  of  the 
Lords  CommifTioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  touching  and  concerning 
an  aft  pafTed  by  the  Great  and  Ge- 
neral Court,  or  AfTembly  of  your 
Majefty's  Province  of  the  Pvlaffa- 
chufett*s  Bay,  in  New-England,  on 
the  6th  day  of  December,  1766,  in- 
tituled, 

**  An  Aft  for  granting  Compen^ 
fation  to  the  Sufferers,    and  of 
free   and   general   Pardon,     In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,   to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times.'* 
The  Lords  of  the  Committee,  in 
obedience  to  your  Majefty's  faid  order 
of  reference,  did  on  the  ifl  and  4th 
of  this  inllant,   and  again  upon   this 
day,  meet,  and  take  the  faid  repre- 
fentation and    aft    into   their  con- 
fidcration^ 
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fideration,  together  with  the  charter 
granted  to  the  laid  Province,  by  your 
Majefty's  royal  predeceiToio,  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  al(o 
your  Majefty's  commiffion  and  in- 
ilru6tion  to  the  prefent  Governor  of 
that  Province,  and  upon  a  due  deli- 
beration had  thereupon,  and  after  a 
diligent  enquiry  into  the  precedents  of 
the  ccndud  of  the  Council  Board,  in 
iiniilar  cafes,  their  Lordfnips  are 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be 
adviieable  for  your  Majeily  (if  in 
your  royal  wifdom  you  fhall  think  iit) 
to  difallow  and  rejed  the  fai  i  adl,  the 
faid  AiTembly  having  therein  unwar- 
rantably i;  carporated  an  adi  of  Pardon 
with  an  adl  of  Compeniation,  without 
having  obtained  your  Majeily's  pre- 
vious confent  to  fuch  aft  of  Pardon — 
And  that  it  may  likewife  be  advifeable 
for  your  Majefty  to  direft  your  Go- 
vernor of  the  MafTachulett'sBay,  forth- 
with to  require  the  faid  aft  of  Af- 
fembly  to  pafs  a  particular  and  ef- 
feftual  aft  for  compenfating  all  or 
any  of  the  fufierers,  unmixed  with 
any  other  matter  v/hatfoever,  in  cafe 
fuch  compenfation  Ihall  not  have  been 
already  made— And  the  Committee 
fubmit  this  opinion  to  your  Majefty, 
without  prejudice  to  the  confideration 
of  any  queftion  touching  the  nullity 
of  the  aft  now  under  confideration, 
ab  initio y  whenever  the  fame  may  ju- 
dicially come  into  queiUon,    . 

Copy  of  his  Majefiy\-  Order  in  Council y 
dated  May  13,    1767,   apprc^vitig  of 
the  aforegoing  Report  of  the  Lqrds  of 
the  Com7iiittee  of  Council. 
(No.  V.) 
^i  the  Court  at  St.  'James* Sy  the  i  ^th 
ofMayyi-jej.       .. 
PRESENT, 
The  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefy, 
HisR.  H.  theD.  E.  of  Hilliborough 
of  York  Earl  of  Shelburne 

A.  of  Canterbury  Vifc.  Falmouth 
Lord  Prefident       Vifc.  Barrington 
puke  of  Bolton      Vifc.  Clare 
B.ofQueenfDury  Bifhop  of  London. 
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Duke  of  Argyle     L.Berkleyof  Strat- 
Marq.  ofGranby       ton 
Lord  Steward         Lord  Bathurll 
L.  Chamberlain     Lord  Sandys 
Earl  of  Denbigh    Mr.   Treafurer  of 
E.  of  Shaftefbury       the  Houfehold 
Earl  of  Litchfield  J.  Stewart  Mack- 
E.of  Marchmont       enzie,  Efq 
Earl  of  Briaol        Weilb.  Ellis,  Efq. 
Earl  of  Harcourt   Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
Earlofllchefter     Mafter  of  the  Rolls. 
EarlofBefborough 

Upon  reading  at  the  Board  a  report 
of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  of  th« 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation 
AiFairs,  dated  the  ^th  of  this  inflant, 
in  the  words  following,  viz. 
At   the   Council-Chamber^     Whitihall^ 

May  9,    1767. 
By   the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of 

the  Conwiittee  of  Council  for  Plantation 

Affairs. 

PRESENT, 
Lord  Chancellor    Vifc.  Barrngtoa 
Lord  Prefident        Vifcount  Clare 

D.  of  Grafton        Lord  North 
Duke  of  Bolton      Lord  Sandys 
bukeof  Ancafter  Mr.  Speaker 
Lord  Steward         J.  Stuart  Macken* 
Earl  of  Denbigh        zie,  Efq; 

E    of  Cholmon-  Mr.  Seer.  Conway 
(ieley  Mr.  Chancellor  of 

E.  of  Marchmont       the  Exchequer 
E.  of  Briftol  Wellb.  Ellis,  Efq; 
Earl  of  Hiircourt    Hans  Stanley,  Efq; 
E.ofHillPoorough  L.  C.  J.  Wilmot 
E.  of  Shelburne     Ifaac  Barre. 
Vifc.  Howe 

Your  Majefty  having  been  pleafed, 
by  your  order  in  Council  of  the  1 3th  of 
laftmonth,  to  refer  untothisCommittee 
a  reprefentation  of  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners-for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
touching,  and  ^concerning  an  aft 
paffed  by  the  Great  and  General 
,  Court,  or  AiTembly  of  your  Majefty's- 
Province  of  the  Malfachufett's  Bay, 
in  New-England,  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember,  1766,  intituled, 

«^  An  Aft  for  granting  Compen- 
jfation  to  the  Sufferers,    and  o'f 
free   and   general   Pardon,    In- 
demnity, 
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demnlty,    and  Oblivion   to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times. '*^ 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee,  in 
obedience  to  your  Majelly's  faid  order 
of  reference,  did  on  the  ifl  and  4th 
of  this  inftant,  and  again,  upon  this 
day  meet  and  take  the  faid  repre- 
fentation  and  a£l  into  their  confidc- 
ration,  together  with  the  charter 
granted  to  the  faid  Province,  by 
yourMajefty's  royal predeceffors,  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  alfo 
your  Majefty's  commidion  andinllruc^ 
tions  ro  the  prefent  Governor  of  tha^ 
Province,  and  upon  due  deliberation 
had  thereupon,  and  after  a  diligent 
enquiry  into  the  precedents  of  the 
conduit  of  the  Council  Board,  i)i 
fimilar  c*ifes,  their  Lordfhips  are 
hunibly  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be 
advlfeable  for  your  Majelly  (if  in  your 
royal  wifdom  you  Ihall  think  fit)  to 
difallow  and  rejeft  the  faid  adt,  the 
faid  Alfembly  having  therein  unwar- 
rantably incorporated  an  ad  of  Par- 
don with  an  aft  of  Compenfation, 
without  having  obtained  your  Ma- 
jefiy's  previous  confent  to  fuch  ad  of 
Pardon : — And  that  it  may  likewife  be 
advifeable  for  your  Majefty  to  direft 
your  Governor  of  the  MafTachufett's 
Bay  forthwith,  to  require  the  {kid 
Aiiembly  to  pafs  a  particular  and  ef- 
fedual  a£l  for  compenfating  all,  or 
any  of  the  Sufferers,  unmixed  with 
any  other  matter  whatfoever,  in  cafe 
fuch  compenfation  fha'.l  not  have  been 
already  made— And  the  Committee 
fubmit  this  opinion  to  your  Majefly, 
without  any  prejudice  to  the  consi- 
deration of  any  queftion  toucliing  the 
nullity  of  the  ad  now  under  confi- 
deration,  cb  iniiicy  vvhenevcr  the  fame 
may  judicially  come  into  queflion. 

His  Miijefty  this  day  took  the  faid 
r€'f>ort  into  confideration,  and  w.is 
plea  fed,  v^ith  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  appro',  e  thereof,  and  ac- 
cordingly to  order  that  the  faid  at!:t  be, 
'^nd  it  is  hereby  dif;illowed  and  rc- 
jeded,  and  his  Majelly  doth  hereby 
further   order,    that    the    Governor, 


Lieatcnant-Governor,  or  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  the  Maf^ 
fachufett's  Bay,  do  forthwith  require 
the  faid  Alfembly  to  pafs  a  particular 
and  effedual  ad  for  compenfating  all 
or  any  of  the  fufferers,  unmixed  with 
any  other  matter  v/hatfoever,  in  cafe 
fuch  compenfation  fhall  have  been 
already  made. 

Copy  of  Major  General  Gage's  Letter  U 
the  Secretary  at  War. 

Ne^'-Tcrk,   Oa.  II,  1766. 

(No.  v.*) 

My  toyd, 

I  have  ufed  all  endeavours  to  tranf- 
mit  to  you  the  eftimates  of  North- 
America  by  the  preient  opportunity, 
and  have  the  honor  to  fjnu  herewith 
fixtecn  different  elH mates  of  the  or^ 
dinary  contingent  mi'itary  expences, 
and  three  of  extraordinary  contiigent 
expences,  with  an  ahftrad  of  the 
whole.  There  yet  rem.:ins  to  be  fent 
the  elHmates  of  Weft  Florida,  and 
that  of  the  Quarter-mafler's  depart- 
ment in  the  diftrid  of  Albany— both 
h^ive  been  wrote  for  frequently,  and 
will  be  forwa,rded  to  your  Lordlhip  as 
foon  as  they  can  be.  obtained.  The 
engineers  are  not  yet  come  in  frorri 
the  out-pofls,  nor  the  naval  people 
from  the  Lakes  ;  if  any  thing  fhall 
appear  farther  neceflary  to  be  done  in 
repairs,  or  to  flrengthen  ourJelves  in 
thofe  parts,  particular  eftimat«;s  there- 
of v\  ill  be  tranfmitted  hereafter. 

For  a  long  tim.e  pafl  I  have  been 
examiuinf^  and  curtailing  expences  as 
much  as  could  be,  in  every  part  under 
my  command,  and  the  eftimates  now 
tranfmitted,  I  believe  to  be  as  exad 
as  they  can  be  made  at  an  average, 
to  afcertain  the  annual  coiuingent 
military  expences  of  North  America, 
wanting  only  to  complete  the  whole 
of  the  eftimates  a!r;rady  mentioned, 
from  Weft-Florida  and  Albany. 

There  appears  in  the  eftiinate  from 
Hallifax,  a  grc.it  number  of  ftore- 
houfes  to  be  repaired  ;  I  have  wrote 
to  the  officer  commanding,  to  difpofe 

of 
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©f  any  that  fhall  not  be  abfolutely 
Wanted  for  the  fen'ice. 

In  the  Quarter-Mafter  General's 
department,  the  article  of  building 
boats  at  Fort  Pitt  is  heavy,  but  that 
bufmefs  was  examined  and  enquired 
into  before  it  w^s  undertaken,  and 
the  crown  pays  the  fame  prices  as 
ev6ry  trader  upon  the  Ohio ;  but  the 
mbft  weighty  article,  is  the  tranf- 
portation  of  proviiions  and  flores  from 
Fort  Pitt  to  Fort  Chartres.  This  is 
put  down  to  Ihew  the  expence  that 
will  be  incurred^  if  the  neceffity  of 
the  fervice  ihall  oblige  me  to  forward 
provifions,  fulhcient  for  the  feeding 
of  a  regiment  for  twelve  months,  with 
their  cloathing,  &c.  and  that  no  af- 
fiftance  can  be  got  from  the  country 
in  the  article  of  provilion.  This  year 
a  large  quantity  of  provifions  has  been 
procured  there  ;  if  their  harveft  has 
been  good,  a  further  fupplv  will  be 
got  next  year,  by  which  confiderable 
tranfportations  will  be  faved  ;  and 
opportunities  have  offered  this  year, 
which  has  enabled  me  to  make  further 
faX'ings.  The  recruits  which  arrived 
for  the  34th  regiment  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  tranfportarlon,  in  lieu 
of  batteau  men,  and  though  to  be 
allowed  fome  gratuity  for  the  wear  of 
their  neceffaries,  it  will  he  far  ihort 
of  the  wages  of  the  others.  Upon 
the  whole,  this  article  mull  be  un- 
certain, but  the  fupplying  a  regiment 
at  the  Ilinois  is  fo  very  expenfive, 
that  I  mud  ufe  every  means  in  my 
power  that  can  reduce  it. 

The  payment  of  the  two  troops  of 
Rangers  in  Georgia,  is  included  in 
the  contingent  expences,  as  I  don't 
know  whether  provifion  is  made  for 
them  Vv'ith  the  reft  of  the  army,  or 
not.  They  are  not  paid  out  of  the 
contingencies,  but  by  warrants  on  the 
Deputy  Pay-mafter  General,  as  the 
Other  troops  are  paid. 

It  was  remarked  with  the  eilimates 
fent  lail  year,  that  the  Superlnten- 
dants  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
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Indians,  drew  upon  the  Commander 
in  Chief  for  their  falarics,  as  well  as 
for  the  falades  of  all  the  officers  in 
their  reifpedive  departments,  and  their 
other  contingent  expences ;  but  that 
I  could  not  fend  their  eilimates,  as 
they^were  tranfmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Trade.  1  have,  however,  defired  Sir 
William  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Steuart.  to 
fend  me  a  lift  of  all  their  deputie?^ 
commiflaries,  interpreters,  fmiths.  Sec, 
with  their  annual  pay.  As  foon  as  I 
fliall  be  able  to  procure  thefe  lifts, 
they  will  be  forwarded  to  your  Lord- 
fhip. 

Your  Lord/hip  will  pardon  my 
errors  from  the  hurry  I  write  in,  to 
be  in  time  for  the  mail ;  which  beino- 
very  near  clofmg,  will  not  permit  me 
to  make  further  obfervations  at  pre- 
fent.  If  any  occur  hereafter,  I  ftiall 
have  the  honor  to  mention  them  by 
another  opportunity.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  with  great  truth,  refpea:, 
and  efteem,  my  Lord,  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  moft  obedient,  and  moft  hum- 
ble fervant, 

Thomas  Gage, 

Extraa  of  a  Letter  frotn  Major  Gemral 
Gage  to  Lord  Bar^-inpon. 
Nfiv-Torky  Oclober  2S,  1 766. 
(No.  VI.*) 
I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  private 
fiiip,  to  tranfmit  your  Lordfhip  the 
ertimates  of  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
Mafter  General's  department  in  the 
diftricls  of  Albany,  and  of  the  ex- 
pences for  the  repairs  and  contin- 
gencies of  Fort  Amherft,  in  theifland 
of  St.  John's,  both  which  arrived  too 
late  far  the  laft  packet ;  and  I  had 
omitted  to  take  notice  of  the  laft  in 
my  letter,  with  the  other  eftimates 
fent  by  that  opportunity.  The  efti- 
mate  of  Weft  Florida,  I  hope,  may 
be  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordfhip  di- 
redly  from  thence,  which  I  directed 
to  fave  time,  as  alio  that  a  duplicate 
might  be  fent  here. 

Some 
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Some  cxpences  will  probably  be  in- 
curred at  the  Ilinois,  the  eftimates  of 
which  have  been  wrote  for  long  ago, 
but  I  can't  expect  any  clear  account 
of  that  poll,  'till  the  chief  engineers, 
whom  I  fent  there,  and  down  the 
Miffifippi,  in  the  fpring,  fhall  return 
to  me. 

In  the  eftimate  of  the  Barrack- 
Mafter  General,  the  yearly  fum^  to 
be  allowed  contractors,  for  keeping 
up  and  repairing  the  fiirni  ure  of  the 
barracks  for  twenty  years,  is  inferted, 
though  no  contrail  has  as  yet  been 
entered  into.  As  foon  as  any  pro- 
pofals  fhall  be  made  on  this  head, 
they  will  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Lords 
Commiiuoners  of  his  Majedy's  Trea- 
fury.  A  fum  is  likewife  charged  in 
the  above  eftimate,  for  a  compleat 
new  fet  of  fjrniture  for  tlie  whole 
barracks  in  North- America,  which  in 
general,  was  much  wanted.  From 
comparing  thefe  two  fums,  the  Board 
of  Treafury  will  be  able  to  form  a 
judgment  of  the  contrad,  according 
to  the  propofals  ,on  this  head  already 
fent  by  the  Barrack-Mafter  General. 

I  likewife  herev/ith  inclofe  a  lift  of 
the  fuperintendants,  deputies,  com- 
miffaries,  interpreters,  and  Smiths, 
for  the  managements  of  Indians  in 
the  northern  ciftria  of  North- Ame- 
rica, according  to  what  is  there  called 
the  new  plan,  which  I  prefume  to  be 
a  plan  fettled  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  may  be  properly  called 
the  Indian  Staff  for  tae  northern 
diilrift.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Steuarc,  the 
Superintendant  of  the  fouthern  In- 
dians, fends  me  the  flafF  of  his 
diilridt,  it  will  be  tranfmitted  to  your 
Lordfhip  ; — both  the  Superintendants 
draw  upon  the  Commander  in  Chief 
for  their  falaries  of  all  their  ftafF,  as 
well  as  their  other  cxpences,  eilimates 
of  which  I  have  already  acquainted 
your  Lordihip,  are  ordered,  as  I  am 
informed,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

An  eftimate  of  the  expence  of  pro- 
vifions  is  making  out  in  the  bell 
manner  it  can  be  done,   but  1  fear  it 


will  not  be  finifhed  in  time  for  the' 
prefent  conveyance. 

Ex  trad  cf  a  Letter  from  Major  General 
Gage  to  Lord  Barrington. 

Ne^-7'orky  No-v.  9,  1766. 
(No.  VII.*) 
I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  your 
Lordfhip  the  eilimate  o{  the  expence 
of  provifions  confumed  annually  in 
North- America,  calculated  for  every 
part  exceptWeft-Florida,  from  whence 
the  returns  v/ere  forbid  to  be  fent  to 
the  Commiffary  General,  as  his  de- 
puty informs  him  ;  but  as  I  after- 
wards fmt  particular  directions  to  Co- 
lonel Taylor,  ading'  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral, concerning  this  matter,  fmce 
his  arrival  at  Peniacola,  I  am  to  hope 
they  will  at  length  be  procured. 
When  the  returns  fliall  be  received, 
the  expence  arifmg  from  the  pro- 
vifions in  that  province,  will  be  added 
to  the  inclofid  eilimate.  As  your 
Lcrdfliip  preffed  fo  ftrongly  for  the 
eilimates,  I  fend  off  without  delay, 
all  that  I  can  procure,  as  the/ 
come  in. 


Extra  Sis  from  the  Manufcrivt  fournal 
of  the   General   Affembly    of   Ne'tv* 
York,  laid  before  Parliament. 
Jjjembly-Chamhr,    City-Hally    tn   the 
City    of  Ne-iv-7'orky     Die  Luna^ 
IX   ho.   A.   M.  the    \Qth  of  No' 
<vember,    lyGG. 
The  General  AiTembly  having  on 
the  3d  of  July  lafl,  been  prorogued  to 
Tuelday  the  7th  of  0«^o:  er  next  fol- 
lowing, and  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor  having,    by    feveral    procla- 
mations fince  publifhed,  farther  pro- 
rogued them  to   this  day,    to   meet 
upon  bufinefs. 

Fifteen  mem.bers  purfuant  thereto, 
appearing  in  the  Affembly- Chamber, 
Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bayard  and 
Colonel  Livingllon  wait  upon  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  and  acquaint 
him  that  a  fufficicnt  number  of  mem- 
bers arc   met  to   proceed  upon  bu- 

iinefs, 
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iinefs,   and  that  they  attend  his  di- 
reftions. 

Mr.  Bayard  reported,  that  Colonel 
Livingilon  and  himfelf,  had  waited 
.on  his  Excellency  the  Governoi-,  and 
delivered  their  melTage,  and  that  his 
Excellency  had  been  pleafed  to  fay  he 
would  come  up  to  the  Council-Cham- 
ber in  the  City-Hall  immediately, 
and  fend  a  meffage  for  the  houfe. 

.  A  meflage  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker,  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  requires  the  immediate  at- 
tendance of  this  houfe  in  the  Cpuncil- 
Chamber,  in  the  City-Hall. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and 
the  whole  houfe  attended  accordingly, 
and  being  returned,  he  refumed  the 
chair,  and  reported  that  his  Excel- 
lency had  been  pleafed  to  make  a 
fpeech  to  the  houfe,  of  which,  to 
prevent  mifiakcs,  he  had  obtained  a 
copy,  which  being  read,  is  in  the 
words  following ;  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  General  AJfetnbly, 
*'■  The  meeting  of  the  General  M- 
femblv  has  been  delayed  beyond  the 
ufual  time,    as  I   was  in  daily  expec- 
tation of  receiving  his  Majefty's  com- 
mands, in   regard  to  an  humble  re- 
prefentation  made  of  the  diilrefs  in 
which  this  colony  would  {hortly  be  in- 
volved, through  the  want  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  paper  currency.     And  it  is  with 
the  greateft  fatisfaftion,    that  T   can 
open  this  feflion  with  a  frefh  inllance 
of  his  Majeily's  paternal  regard  and 
protection  extended  to  this  Province, 
who  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed,  under 
certain    renriftions,     to   revoke    that 
inflruclion,  by  which  the  Commander 
jn  Chief  liere   was    precluded  from 
giving  his  confent  to  any  a6t  which 
ihould  be  framed  for  ftriking  bills  of 
credit,  and  ifluing  the  fame  in  lieu  of 
money.     The  royal  attention,  fo  con- 
Hantly  paid  to  the  fufferings  of  the 
people,  and  the  late  examples  given 
of  it,  are  fuch  fignal  inilances  of  his 
lylajefly'scondefcenfion  and  teoderKefs 
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for  their  interefts,  as  cannot  fail  of 
exciting    the  warmeft  fenrlments   of 
gratitude  in  the  minds  of  every  fub- 
jeft,  and  be  prcdufti .  e  of  the  higheft 
returns  of  duty  and  fubmiffion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Afemhly, 
*'  The  great  expence  in  which  this 
colony  has    been  engaged  for   ibme 
time  ]3all,   and  the  difficulties  which 
ftill  fubfift  in  regard  to  limits,  between 
this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces  of 
Maffachufett's  and  the  Jerfeys,  have 
engaged  me  to  afcertain  as  foon  as 
poffible,    the  line  which  his  Majefty 
has  been  plealed  to  fix  by  his  royal 
proclamation,   fir  the  boundary  be- 
tween this  Province  and  Quebec,  and 
after  the  necefiary  fupplies  of  govern- 
ment are  raifed,  I  mull  recommend 
it  to  the  General  AiTembly  to  make 
provifion  for  the  farther  opening  and 
continuing  this  line,  in  which  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  the  province  of  Quebec, 
equally  interefted  in  it,    will  readily 
contribute,  as  a  mutual  benefit  will 
be  derived   from  it.      I  muft  at  the 
fame  time,  earneftly  requeft  that  pro- 
per meafures  may  be  taken  to  fettle 
the  boundaries  between  the  different 
counties    in   this   Province,    and   fix 
them  by  authority  : — The  want  of  a 
due  attention  to  fo  neceffary  a  fervice,, 
has  already  given  rife  to  many  incon- 
veniences,  and  the  continual  fcenes 
of  litigation  and  diforder,  occafioned 
by  vague  and   undetermined  limits, 
call  for  redrefs  in  the  flrongell  terms. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council ^  and  Gen- 
tlemen  of  the  Gejieral  Affemlly, 
''  I  fhall,  during  the  courfe  of  your 
feifion,  take  opportunities  of  laying 
before  you  fome  matters  which  have 
occurred  to  me  during  the  late  tour  I 
made,    and  recommending   to   your 
confideration  whatever  may  be  con- 
ducive to  the  public  fervice ;  as  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,    that  the  legiflative. 
bodies  will  chearfully  co-operate  with 
me  in  whatever  can  be  propofed  for 
his  Majefly's  fervice,  and  the  good  of 
their  country.  H.  Moo  re.'* 

l^i^-Torki  No'V,  10,   1766. 

U  Refolved, 
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Pvcfolved,    That  his   Excellency's 
fpeech  be  taken   into  conlideration, 
to-morrow,  by  the  houfe. 
Jijfejnhly  -  Chamber ,    at  the  Houfe  of 
Matthenu  Ernefi,  in  the  Out-Ward 
qf  the  Cify   of   Ne^v-Torky     Die 
Marti s,  \o  ho.  A.M'  the  iith  of 
No-u  ember,    1766. 
y©    his   Excellency    Sir   Henry   Moore, 
Bart.   Captain-General^  and  Gonjer- 
nor  in  Chief,  in,   and  ever  the  Co- 
lony ofNsnju-Tork,  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America,   Chan- 
cellor and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  fame, 
^he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  General  Af 
fembly  of  the  faid  Colony . 
May  it  thaje  your  Excellency, 
We  his  Majefty's  moil  dutiful  fub- 
jefls,    the   General  AfTembly  of  the 
Colony   of  New- York,    return  your 
Excellency  our  moll  hearty  thanks  for 
your  fpeech. 

The  fatisfa^llon  your  Excellency 
exprefTes  in  being  permitted  to  relieve 
the  diftrefs  this  colony  is  fallen  into, 
through  the  want  of  a  medium  of 
trade,  cannot  but  be  extremely  agree- 
able to  us,  as  it  affords  a  further 
proof  of  your  attention  to,  and  con- 
cern for  our  interefls. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  paternal  care  and  tender  regard 
for  all  his  fubjefts,  and  we  are  con- 
fident we  Ihall  ever  be  ready  to  make 
fuch  returns  of  duty  and  fubmiflion, 
as  may  be  expeded  from  the  moil 
loyal  fubje6ls  to  the  beil  of  fovereigns. 
Had  your  Excellency  been  per- 
iriitted,  by  the  inilrudlions  you  have 
received,  to  have  paiTed  a  bill  for  the 
iiTuing  of  paper  money  in  the  ufual 
manner,  we  ihould  have  been  fo 
cautious  in  the  exercife  of  that  power, 
that  no  perfon,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  would  have  been  in  the  leall 
danger  of  being  injured  in  his  pro- 
perty, and  the  public  credit  of  this 
Colony  would  have  been,  as  it  ever 
has  been,  the  object  o^  our  peculiar 
care  and  attention.  But,  fmce  we 
fear  that  no  bill  for  tha^  purpoie  can 
be  pafTcd  without  a  fufpending  claufe, 
are  determined  to  bear  our  diilrefies 


as  well  as  we  are  able,  except  youf 
Excellency  will  be  pleafed,  confidering 
the  prelTmg  neceiTities  we  lay  under, 
to  pafs  a  bill  without  fuch  an  unufual 
claufe. 

Your  Excellency's  care  to  fettle  the 
boundaries  between  this  Colony  and 
Quebec,  will  p-obably  prevent  many 
mifchievous  confequences  which  might 
Otherwife  arife  from  the  negledl  of  a 
thing  of  that  importance,  and,  for 
like  reafons,  we  ihall  be  ready  to  con- 
tribute all  the  affiHance  in  our  power, 
to  enable  your  Excellency  to  fettle,  at 
leail,  a  temporary  line  of  jurifdiftion 
between  this  Colony  and  the  Province 
of  the  MaiTachufett's  Bay. 

The  fettlement  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  feveral  counties  in  this  Colony, 
where  they  are  in  a  manner  uncertiiin, 
we  look  upon  as  an  obje(!l  deferving 
the  moil  ferious  attention  of  the  le- 
giflature,  and  abfolutely  neceifary  to 
peace,  order,  and  the  due  execution 
of  the  powers  of  government.  We 
fhall  pay  a  due  regard,  therefore,  to 
what  your  Excellency  recommends  on 
that  iubjefl,  as  well  as  to  whatever 
elfe  you  ihall  think  proper  to  lay 
before  us  during  the  courfe  of  this 
feilion,  in  which  we  fhall  be  am- 
bitious of  demonilrating,  that  your 
Excellency  has  done  us  no  more  than 
flridl  juilice,  in  fuppofmg  that  we  will 
chearfully  co-operate  with  you,  in 
whatever  can  be  propofed  for  his  Ma- 
jeily's  fervice,  and  the  good  of  this 
country.  By  order  of  the  General 
AiTembly,  W.  Nicoll,  Speaker. 
AJfcmbly-Chamber,  in  the  Out -Ward 

of  the  City  of  Ne^-L'-Tork,  the  13//6 

cf  No^oember,    1766. 

His  Excellency's  Anfver. 
Gentlemen  of  the  General  A/Jhnbly, 
I  return  you  my  h'v^arty  thanks  for 
this  addrefs,  and  for  the  fentiments 
you  exprefs  of  my  attention  to  the 
public  welfare.  The  aiTurances  you 
give  of  a-fling  chearfully  with  me,  in 
fo  good  a  caufe,  cannot  fail  of  being 
produ6live  of  the  greateil  advantage 
to  this  Colony. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy  Secretary, 
brought  to  the  Houfe,  from  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  an  additional 
inftrudion  from  his  Majefty  to  him, 
which  his  Excellency  defired  might  be 
communicated  to  the  Houfe,  and 
being  read,  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

Additional  InjiruSiions  to 
our  ^riifty  and  Well- 
belo'ved  Sir  H.  Moore, 
Bart'  our  Captain-Ge- 
neraly  and  Go-jernor  in 
Chief  of  our  Pro'vince 
tieorge  R.  of  Nen.v-Torky  and  the 
'Territories  depending 
H..   So  thereon    in    A?nerica. 

Gi'ven    at    our    Court 
at    St.    'Jameses,    the 
l^th    Day    ef    July, 
1766,     in    the    Sixth 
Year  of  our  Reign. 
Whereas  by  the  20th  Article  of  oiir 
General  Inftruflions  to  you,  given  at 
our  Court  at   St.  James's,    the 
day  of  ,    in  the  fixth  year  of 

our  reign,  you  are  ftriclly  forbid  to 
give  your  aflent  to  any  aft  within  our 
Province  of  New- York,  under  your 
government,  whereby  paper  bills  may 
be  ftruck  or  ifiued  in  lieu  of  money, 
unlefs  upon  fudden  and  extraordinary 
emergencies  of  government,  in  cafe 
of  war,  or  invafion,  and  upon  no 
other  occafion  whatever.  And 
whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented 
unto  us,  that  the  currency  of  all  the 
paper  bills  of  credit  now  in  circulation 
within  our  faid  Province  of  New- 
York,  v/ill,  by  the  limitation  of  the 
laws  by  which  they  were  refpeflively 
iffiied,  ceafe  and  determine  in  the 
year  1768,  by  means  v/hereof  the 
commerce  of  our  faid  Province,  as 
well  as  the  ordinary  fervices  of  go- 
vernment there,  will  be  expofed  to 
great  difficulty  and  inconvenience. 
It  is,  therefore,  our  will  and  pleafure, 
that  the  20th  Article  of  our  faid 
General  Inftrudions  to  you,  relative 
to  the  ifTue  of  paper  bills  of  credit. 
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be,  and  it  is  hereby  revoked  and  an- 
nulled. And  it  is  our  further  will 
and  pleafure,  and  you  are  hereby  per- 
mitted and  allowed  to  give  your  affent 
to  any  aft  or  afts  of  Allembly  of  the 
faid  Province,  for  creating  and  iffuing 
paper  bills  of  credit,  in  lieu  of,  and 
for  fecuring  any  fum  or  fums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  fum  of  ^^260000  currency  of  that 
Province,  provided  that  in  fuch  aft  or 
afts  of  AiTembly,  whereby  fuch  paper 
bills,  or  bills  of  credit,  fhall  be  created 
or  iiTued,  due  care  be  taken  to  afcertain 
the  real  value  of  fuch  paper  bills,  or 
bills  of  credit,  and  that  an  ample  and 
fufficient  fund  be  provided  for  calling 
in,  finking,  and  difcharging  the  faid 
bills  within  a  reafonable  time,  not 
exceeding  five  years,  and  provided, 
that  you  do  take  care,  in  the  paffing 
of  any  aft,  or  afts  of  Affembly  for 
the  pui'pofes  above-mentioned,  that 
there  be  a  claufe,  or  claufes  inferted, 
therein  fufpending  and  deferring  the 
execution  thereof,  until  our  pleafure 
fhall  be  known  concerning  the  fame. 
G.  R. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
upon  his  Excellency's  fpeech — after 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Livingilon  reported  from  the  faid 
committee,  that  they  had  made  fome 
progrefs  therein,  and  had  direfted 
him  to  move  that  they  may  have 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  his  Excellency** 
fpeech  be  taken  into  further  con- 
fideration  to-morrow— and  then  ther 
Houfe  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.   A.  M.   the   12th 

of  No-uember,    1766. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treafurer  of  the 

Colony,    do,    by  Tuefday  the   25th 

inftant,    lay  before  this  Houfe,    the 

feveral   following  accounts  on  oath, 

viz.   *^  An  account  of  the  amount  of 

the  duty,  laid  by  virtue  of  an  aft  for 

U  z  granting 
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granting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral 
duties  and  impofitions  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes  imported 
into  this  Colony  therein-mentioned, 
together  with  an  account  how  much 
had  been  paid  out  of  the  fame,  from 
the  ift  day  of  September,  1765,  to 
the  firft  day  of  September,   1766. 

'*  An  account  of  the  amount  of 
licences  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  from 
the  ill  day  of  September,  1765,  to 
the  I  ft  day  of  September,  1766. 

<*  An  account  of  the  amount  of 
his  receipts,  from  the  feveral  and  re- 
fpeftive  loan-officers,  diftinguifhing 
how  much,  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal, and  how  much  for  intereft, 
fmce  his  laft  account  thereof  de- 
livered. 

**  An  account  of  his  receipts  on  the 
excife  fund  fmce  his  laft  account  there- 
of delivered — An  account  of  his  pay- 
ments out  of  the  £-^000 y  lodged  in 
his  hands,  by  an  ad  pafTed  in  the 
year  1765,  for  refrefhing,  &c.  fuch 
of  his  Majefty's  troops  as  may  pafs 
through  this  Colony,  fmce  his  iaft 
account  thereof  delivered— An  ac- 
count of  his  receipts  from  the  feveral 
and  refpedive  colleQors  and  county 
Treafurers,  on  account  of  the  feveral 
and  refpedlive  taxes  2nd  arrears  of 
taxes  due  to  this  Colony,  from  the 
time  that  his  lall  accounts  thereof 
was  delivered,  until  the  day  he  de- 
livered his  accounts,  dilHuguilhing 
particularly,  how  much  paid  by  each 
refpeftive  city  and  county,  on  what 
tax,  and  on  what  arrears  of  taxes. 

*'  An  account  how  much  hath 
arifen  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  intitled. 
An  A£t  for  laying  a  Duty  of  Tonnage 
on  the  Veflels,  and  for  the  Time 
therein-mcnlioned,  from  the  ill  day 
of  September,  1765,  to  the  ii ill  day 
of  September,    1766. 

**  An  account  of  his  receipts,  by 
virtue  of  the  feveral  ads,  enabling 
him  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  Sir 
William  Baker,  Knt.  and  Robert 
Charles,  Efq;  for  money  allotted  to 
this  Colony  by  his  Majefty,  out  of 
the  parliamentary  grants,  towards  re- 


imburfmg  the  Colonies  the  expencd 
of  the  war,  fmce  his  lafl  account 
thereof  delivered. 

**  An  account  of  his  receipts,  by 
virtue  of  an  ad  palfed  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1764,  intitled.  An  Ad,  ap- 
propriating the  fum  of  ^59250  of  the 
monies  therein-mentioned,  for  calling 
in,  finking,  and  cancelling  bills  of 
credit,  to  the  amount  of  the  mifTions 
therein-mentioned,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  bills  of  credit  cancelled 
in  confequence  of  th^  faid  ad,  fince 
his  laft  account  thereof  delivered. 

"  An  account  how  much  he  hath 
received,  purfuant  to  an  a6l  pafTed 
the  zoth  of  December,  1763,  intitled. 
An  Ad  to  impower  John  Cruger, 
Robert  R.  Livingfton,  Philip  Living- 
fton,  Leonard  Lifpenard,  and  Williani 
Bayard,  Efqrs.  to  receive  from  the 
Color: y  of  Pennfylvania,  the  fum  of 
^^436 8  2s.  6d.  fterling,  overpaid  to 
the  faid  Colony  out  of  the  parlia- 
mentary grant,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1760,  fmce  his  laft  account 
thereof  delivered. 

*'  An  account  of  his  payments,  pur- . 
fuant  to  an  ad  pafTed  the   20th  of 
Odober,   1764." 
Die  Martis,   9  ho,    A.  M.  the  I  Sth  of 

No-vember^    1 766. 

A  meffage  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- 
Secretary,  which  being  read,  is  in  the 
words  followdng ;  viz. 

Gentleme7i  of  the  General  Affemhly , 

In  confequence  of  a  report  made  to 
the  Lords  CommilTioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  of  the  ad  pafTed  in 
the  lall  feiTion  of  AfTembly,  for  pro- 
viding barracks,  fuel,  &c.  for  his 
Majelcy's  troops  quartered  in  this 
city,  and  my  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  fame  occafion,  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  the  following  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 
S  1  R,      WhitehalU   Aug.  9,    1766. 

I  took  the  firft  oppor" unity,  after 
his  Majofty  had  been  mcft  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  entruft  me  with  the  f  als  of 
the  fouthern  department,  to  lay  be- 

lore 
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fore  him  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
June,  giving  an  account  of  the  ge- 
neral fatisfadion  expre/Ted  by  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp-act,  and  likevvire 
your  reafons  for  allenting  to  a  bill  for 
providing  barracks,  tircvvood,  candies, 
bedding,  and  utenfils  for  the  kitchen^ 
for  the  King's  troops,  as  demanded, 
notwithftanding  the  articles  of  fait, 
vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer,  be  not  in- 
cluded, under  a  pretence  that  they 
are  not  provided  for  the  troops  lodged 
in  the  barracks  in  Europe. 

I  have  his  Majefry's  commands  to 
acquaint  you  of  the  fatisfa<5lioa  he 
feels  in  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds, 
arifmg  from  the  tender  care  and  con- 
fideration  of  his  Parliament.  But  [ 
am  ordered  to  fignify  to  you,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  as  it  is  the  indif- 
penfible  duty  of  his  fubjeds  in  A  me 
rica  to  obey  the  a-ils  of  che  legifiature 
of  Great  Britain,  the  King  both  ex- 
pe;^s  and  requires  a  due  and  chearful 
obedience  to  the  fame,  and  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  his  Majelly's  Provi)ice 
of  Nev/-York,  after  the  lenity  of 
Great  Britain  fo  recently  extended 
to  America,  will  net  fail  duly  to 
carry  into  execution  the  ad  of  par- 
liament pafied  laft  feilion,  Jor  quar- 
tering his  Majefty's  troops,  in  the  full 
extent  and  meanmg  of  the  a6l,  with- 
out referring  to  the  uhge  of  other 
parts  of  his  Majerty's  dominions, 
where  the  legiflature  has  thought  fit 
to  prefcribe  different  regulations;  and 
which  cannot  be  altered  any  m.ore 
than  in  North  America,  except  apon 
a  refpedful  and  well-grounded  reare- 
fentation  of  the  hardlhip  or  incon- 
venience. Thefe  conliderations,  I 
am  convinced  muil,  of  themfelves, 
have  fo  much  weight  with  the  Af- 
fembly  of  New- York,  not  only  in  the 
prefent  conjuntlure,  when  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  the  minds  of  m.en 
jetain  fenfible  impreflions  of  what  has 
lately  palTed,  but  upon  other  ccca- 
fions  which  may  call  for  a  ready  obe- 
iiiciice,  that  I  cannot  think  it  necef- 
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fary  for  me  to  enkrge  further  upon 
their  importance— 1  mull  onlv.  Sir,  in 
general,  add,  that  I  hope 'and  be- 
lieve, that  a  very  little  time,  toge- 
ther with  that  temporal  adminiilratioa 
of  government,  which  your  regard  to 
the  people  under  it,  muft  make  vou 
naturally  incline  to,  and  that  nrmnefs 
which  your  duty  to  the  King  equally 
requires,  will  allay  whatever  remains 
of  thofe  heats,  which  have  fo  unhap- 
pily for  America  prevailed,  and  which 
if  continued,  mull  prove  of  the  moil 
fatal  confequence  to  whatever  Province 
they  are  iufFered  in.  I  am,  there- 
fore,  perfuaded  that  the  AlTembly  will 
lofe  no  occafion  that  offers,  of  con- 
vincing his  Majeily,  that  the  people 
of  New- York  will  yield  to  no  other 
part  of  his  fubjedts,  in  duty,  loyalty, 
and  obedience  to  fuch  laws  as  the 
King  and  Parliament  have  thought 
proper  to  enact,  for  their  benefit  and 
proiedion. 

(Signed)  Shelburke, 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  on  a  due  con- 
fideration  of  this  letter,  no  difficulties 
can  pcffibly  arife,  or  the  leali  ob- 
jecliou  be  made  to  the  prcvifion  for 
thf/  troops,  as  required  by  the  aft  of 
parliament.  H.  xMoore. 

Fort-Georgey  No'v.  17,    1766. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  raeffage  be 
referred  to  the  conlideration  of  the 
committee,  to  whom  his  Excellency'^s 
fpeech  is  committed. 
Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.  the  \^th 
'  of  No'cemberf    1766. 

The  Houfe  (according  to  order)  re- 
foived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  his  Excellency's 
fpeech—- after  fome  time  fpent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Philip  Livingilon  reported  the  re- 
foiucions  of  the  committ'ee,  which  he 
lead  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  table,  where  the 
fame  v/ere  again  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe,  and  arc  as  follow,  viz. 

*'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 

Moore, 
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Moore,  Bart,  for  adminiflring  the 
government  of  this  Colony,  from  the 
ill  day  of  September,  1766,  to  the 
I  ft  day  of  September,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  1767,  after  the  rate  of 
j^2000  per  annum. 

*'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  his  faid  Excellency,  for 
providing  firewood  and  candles  for  his 
Majefty's  Fort  George,  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  from  the  ill  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1766,  to  the  ill  day  of  Sep- 
tember,  1767J   thefumof^^oo. 

**  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  the  Hon.  Daniel  Horfe- 
manden,  Efq;  as  Chief  Jullice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  going  the  circuits  from  the  ift  day 
©f  September,  1766,  to  the  ift  day 
of  September,  1/67,  after  the  rate  of 
^1,00  per  Annum. 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  there  be  ahowed  unto 
the  Hon.  David  Jones,  Elq;  as  Second 
Juilice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
Colony,  and  for  going  the  circuits 
from  and  to  the  time  afore  faid,  after 
the  rate  of  ^200  per  annum. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  the  Hon.  William  Smith, 
Efq;  as  Third  Juilice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  Colon j,  and  for  going 
the  circuits  from  and  to  the  time 
aforefaid,  after  the  rate  of  ^^200  per 
annum. 

**  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  thut  there  be  allow- 
ed unto  the  Hon.  Robert  R.  Living- 
fton,  Efq;  as  Fourth  Juilice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
going  the  circuits  from  and  to  the 
time  jiforefaid,  after  the  rate  of  ^200 
per  annum. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  there  be  allowed  unto 
William  Weyman,  as  public  Printer 
of  this  Colony,  for  his  jervices  in  that 
ftaiion,  from  and  to  the  time  afore- 
faid, after  the  rate  oi £^^0  per  anmw:. 


*'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opiniorf 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  Abraham  de  Pey'ier,  Efq; 
Treafurer  of  this  Colony,  for  his  fer- 
vices  in  that  ftation,  from  and  to  the 
time  aforefaid,  after  the  rate  of  ^^20© 
per  annum  i 

'*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee.,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  the  faid  Treafurer,  for 
the  extraordinary  ItTvices  which  he  is 
now  obliged  to  perform  beyond  the 
ufual  duty  of  his  ofhce,  after  the  rate 
of  the  further  fum.  of  £100 per  annum. 
"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  Robert  Charles,  Efq; 
Agent  for  this  Colony  in  Great- 
Britain,  as  a  reward  for  his  carej 
trouble,  and  diligencej  m  attending 
upon  his  Majefly,  and  his  miniilers  of 
Hate,  in  that  llation,  from  and  to 
the  time  aforefaid,  after  the  rate  of 
^^500  per  annum. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  John  Tabor  Kempe,  Efq; 
his  Majeily's  Attorney-General  of  this 
Colony,  for  feveral  extraordinary  fer- 
vices  by  him  performed  in  that  llation, 
the  fum  of  £1^0. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  Abraham  Lott,  Efq;  Clerk 
of  the  General  Aflcmbly,  for  his  kr- 
vices  in  that  ilation,  from  the  ill  day 
of  September,  1766,  to  the  ill  day 
of  September,  1767,  twenty  fhillings 
per  diem,  payable  upon  a  certificate 
from  the  General  Aifembly,  figned 
by  the  Speaker,  for  the  number  of 
days  he  has  ferved,  or  ma\'  ferve  the 
General  Aifembly. 

**  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed for  anfwering  fuch  neceliary 
and  contingent  charges  as  mav  ariie 
or  happen  for  the  fervice  of  this 
Colony,  from  the  ift  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1766,  to  the  ift  day  of  Sep- 
tember,  1767,  the  ium  of/,'ioo. 

"  Refolvedj^ 
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\  */  Refalved,  That  the  foregoing 
feveral  allowances  be  made  payable 
oat  of  the  monies  arifen,  or  which 
may  arife  by  virtue  of  the  following 
a6ls  ;  viz. 

*«  An  ad  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  feveral  duties  andimpofitions 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes 
imported  inio  this  Colony  therein- 
mention.     And 

•^*  An  Ad  to  rellrain  hawkers  and 
pedlars  within  this  Colony,  from  fel- 
ling vvithout  licence. 

"  Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought 
in,  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolutions, 
and  that  Colonel  Seaman  and  Mr. 
Schenk  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame." 
Die  Marti Sy  (^  ho.   A.  M.  the  2t^th  of 

November,    \j66. 

A  meffiige  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy 
Secretary,  which  being  read,  is  in 
the  words  following  ;  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Jjjemhly, 

*'  Inclofed,  is  an  account  of  what 
money  has  been  paid  to  the  officers  ot 
hisMajefty's  28th  regiment  in  quarters 
here,  who  v/ere  lodged  in  the  tov/n, 
as  there  was  not  fufncient  room,  for  them 
\v\.  the  barracks  provided  for  the  two 
battalions  and  company  of  artillery, 
by  ad  palTed  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Af- 
fembly.  This  fum  has  been  advanced 
by  the  Mayor  and  corporation  of  this 
city,  and  agreeable  to  their  requeft, 
it  is  now  recommended  to  the  Koufe 
of  Afiembly,  that  they  may  be  re- 
imburfed.  No  money  lias  been  paid 
as  yet,  either  to  the  officers  of  his 
Majefty's  46th  regimiCnt,  or  to  the 
officers  of  the  artillery.  H.  Moore. 
/*  Fort-George,   No^.  24,    1766." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  meifage 
and  account  metioned  therein,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  confiueration  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe. 

A^braham  de  Peyfier,    Treafurer  of 
tnis  Colony  (according  to  order)  at 
tending  at  the  door,  v/as  called  in, 
and  laid  before  the  Houle  the  feveral 
accounts  on  oath  ;  viz. 
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'^  An  account  of  the  produce  of  the 
tonnage  fund,  from  the  ift  day  of 
Septeniber,  1765,  to  the  ilt  day  of 
September,  1766,  amounting  to  the 
fum  of  ^406   I  8j.  4^.  -L. 

''  An  account  that  he  has  received 
from  the  feveral  and  refpedive  loan- 
officers,  fmce  his  laft  account  thereof 
delivered  ;  viz. 

For  intereft         -  -       ^  j,_. 

On  account  of  the  principal   £11^7$ 

"  An  account  that  he  has  received 
from  the  feveral  colledors  and  county 
Treafurers,  on  a(;count  of  the  feveral 
taxes  laid  by  feveral  laws  of  this  Co- 
lony, amounting  from  the  5  th  of  De- 
cember, 1765,  to  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1766,  to  the  fum  of  ^17829 
6s.  zd.  i. 

'"  An  account  that  he  has  paid, 
purfuant  to  an  ad  palled  the  3d  of 
July,  1766,  intitled.  An  Acl:  to  fur- 
nifn  the  Barracks  in  the  Cities  of 
New- York  and  Albany,  with  Fire- 
wood and  Candles,  and  the  other 
Neceifaries  therein-mentioned,  for  his 
Majeily's  Forces,  the  fum  of  ^3200. 

'-  An  account  that  he  has  received 
li-cm  John  Cruger,  Philip  Livingfton, 
Pvobert  R.  Livingfton,  Leonard  Lif- 
penard,  and  William  Bayard,  Efqrs^ 
on  account  of  the  ^^4368  2/.  6/. 
fterling,  they  were  impowered  by  lav/ 
to  receive  from  the  Colony  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  fmce  his  laft  account  thereof 
delivered,  the  fum  of  ^^456  os.  2d. 

*'  An  account  that  he  has  received 
for  feveral  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on 
Sir  William  Baker,  Knt  and  Robert 
Charles,  Efq;  fmce  his  laft  account 
thereof  delivered,  the  ium  of  ^4608. 

'^  A  general  account  of  the  amount 
of  the  feveral  duties,  &c.  for  fup- 
porting  the  government  of  this  Co- 
lony, together  wi.h  an  account  of  the 
payments  out  of  the  fam.e,  from  the 
I  ft  day  of  September,  1765,  to  the 
ift  day  of  September,  17)6,  wherein 
he  charges  himfelf  with  the  balance 
due  to  this  Colony  on  account  of  the 
faid  duties,  &c.  on  the  ift  day  of 
September, 
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September^  1765,  of 
the  fum  of 

With  the  fum  of 
^48 1 J  8i.  11^.^- 
received  for  the 
duty  on  rum,  wine, 
brandy,  &c.  dur- 
ing the  abovefaid 
time.  

>^nd  with  the  fum  of 
_^135  received  for 
licence  to  hawkers 
and  pedlars,  dur- 
ing the  abovefaid 
time  — ' 
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And  charges  the  Co- 
lony with  funclry 
fiums  paid  out  of 
the  faid  fund,  a- 
mounting  to  the 
fum  of      £m^     4     ^ 

And  makes  a  balance 
due  to  the  Colony 
on  the    ill:  day  of 

September,    1766,  — — — ■ 

of  the  fum  of  jC  295     7   ^l\ 

Die  Marfisy   9  ho,    A.  M.    the   2d  of 

Dtccmbe}\    1766. 

Ivir.  Speaker  communicated  to  the 
Hcufe  the  following  letter  and  ac- 
counts ;  viz. 

"  A  letter  from  his  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  dated  the  ill 
inftant,  demanding  payment  for  ar- 
re.js  of  falary  due  to  him,  from  the 
ift  of  September  to  the  13th  of  No- 
vember, 1765,  and  alfo  for  damages 
by  him  fuiiaiaed  on  the  iH  clay  of 
Kovc-mber,    1765. 

"  An  account  of  Alexander  Gor- 
don, Efq;  for  a  Angle  fleigh  loll  on 
the  faid  ill  day  of  November,  1765. 

•*  An  account  of  Dr.  Jonathan 
Mnlitt,  of  a  fm^^lc  horfe-chai'.c,  -.v^A 
part  of  luirnefs,'  loll  en  the  faid  i  il 
day  of  November,  1765. 

**  And  an  account  of  Andrew 
Gautier,  for  repairino;  the  damages 
done  to  the  houfc  of  Samuel  Francis, 
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on   the  faid   ill  day  of  November, 
1765. 

"  Ordered,    That  the  faid  letter 
and  accounts  be  referred  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  a  committee." 
Die  Veneris y  9  ho.  A,  M.   ^th  of  De- 
cember,   1766. 

The  Houfe  taking  into  confide- 
ration  the  many  grievances  refulting 
from  the  aft  of  parliament,  reftraining 
the  ifiuing  paper  bills  of  credit  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  for  want 
of  a  proper  medium  of  trads. 

**  Refolved,  Than  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prepared,  in  order  to  be 
prefented  to  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  reprefenting  the  hardlhipa 
and  inconveniencies  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony  lay  under,  for  the  want 
pf  a  compete!? t  medium  of  trade,  and 
praying  relief. 

'•'  Ordered,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  the  faid  addrefs, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  ac- 
cordingly." 

Die  Mart  is  ^  9  ho.   A.  M.  the  gth  of 
Decefnher,    1766. 

A  meffage  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- 
Secretary,  which  being  read,  is  iix 
the  words  following  ;  viz. 
Gentlemen  y 
**  The  inclofed  accounts  duly  at- 
telled,  of  the  workmen  employed  in 
the  reparations  :md  alterations  of  the 
houiij  at  the  Fort,  are  now  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Alfembly,  and  recom- 
mended for  payment.  H.Moore, 
''Fort-George,   Dec.  S,    ijbbr 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  meffage 
and  accounts  be  referred  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  a  committee,  and  that  it 
be  an  inllrudlicn  to  them  to  add  a 
proper  claufe,  or  claufes  to  the  bill 
now  in  committee,  for  paying  Major 
James  his  lolfes,  for  pa\ing  fo  much 
of  the  faid  accounts  as  Ihall  be  found 
to  be  really  and  truly  due  thereon. 

A  meflagS  fiom  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- 
Secretary,  which  being  read,  is  in 
the  words  following  j  viz. 

Genilemen, 
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"  His  Maj lily's  28 ch  and  46th  re- 
giments having  been  employed  for 
fome  time  in  quelling  the  riots  and 
dilbrders  which  had  broke  out  in  the 
counties  of  Duchefs  and  Albany,  I 
now  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  of 
AiUmbly,  that  a  compenfation  be 
made  to  them  for  tie  extraordinary 
neceilaries  expended  by  tiiem  in  the 
fervice  of  the  government. 

H.  Moore. 
''  FcrtCeorgs,  Dec.  8,    1766." 

A  petition  of  Henry  Van  Shaack, 
of  the  city  of  Albany,  merchant,  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read, 
praying  an  allowance  for  danu:ges  by 
him  faitained  on  the  6th  of  January 
laft,  by  diforders  occafioned  by  the 
late  Starnp-a6l,  amour  ting,  as  by  the 
account  annexed  to  the  faii  petiiion, 
to  tne  fum  of  j^  103    1^.  6^. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition 
and  account  be  referred  to  the  lame 
committee. 

The  Hi  ufe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon 
the  bill,  intitled,  "  An  Aft  for  pay- 
ing Major  Thomas  James,  the  Loifes 
by  him  luftained  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember, 1765,"  and  tiie  fever?.l  other 
accounts  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  faid  bill:— after  fome  time  fpent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Bayard  reported  the 
proceedings  of  the  commitiee  to  have 
been  in  manner  following  ;  viz. 
*'  That  they  had  refolved  to  m.ake 
the  follovving  allowances,  and  added 
proper  claufcs  to  the  faid  bill,  fcr 
paying  unto  Andrew  Gautier,  for  re- 
pairing the  houfe  of  Samuel  Francis, 
for  damages  done  thereto,  on  the  ill 
of  Novenibsr,  1765,  the  fum  of 
X404  6s,  5^. 
Unto  Jonathan  Ma:let,  for  da- 
mages by  i'iim  fuftained  on  the  faid 
ift  day  of  November,  1765,  the 
fum  of        •  jf  36  o^.  od. 

And    unto    H^nry  Van   Shaack. 


of  Albany  for  damages  by  him  fuf- 
tained  on  the  6th  day  of  January, 
1766,   the  fum  of     -     £\o^    \s.  6d. 

**  That  a  letter  from  bis  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  Mr.  Speaker, 
of  the  I  ft  inftant,  demanding  pay- 
ment for  arrears  of  falary,  due  to  him 
from  the  ift  of  September  to  the  1  3  th 
of  November,  1765,  alo  for  damages 
by  him  fuftained  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember, 1765,  v/as  then  rea^,  and 
the  fame  being  maturely  confidered, 
the  committee  came  to  the  following 
refolutions  thereon  ;  viz. 

*'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  lofs 
fuftained  by  Lieutenant  -  Governor 
Co'den,  on  the  ift  da.  of  November, 
1 765,  was  o  cafioned  by  his  own  mif- 
conduft,  and  that  therefore  n.)  pro- 
vifion  ouaht  to  be  ma^e  for  pavino- 
him  the  fame. 

*'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  that  part  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor's  letter  re- 
lating to  the  arrears  of  falary  due  to 
him,  be  referred  to  the  ccnfiderarion 
of  the  committee  to  w'lom  h;S  Ex- 
cellency's fpeech  is  committed. 

*'  Refolved,  That  the  melTage  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  relating 
to  the  repairs  done  to  the  houfe  in 
the  Fort,  v^ith  the  accounts  accc;m~ 
panning  the  fame,  be  referred  to  the 
confideration  cf  the  committee  to 
whom,  his  Excellency's  fpeech  is  com- 
mitted." 

Die   Veneris,    Q  ho.    A.  M,    the   ilth 

of  December,    1766. 

The  Houfe  (according  to  order)  re- 
foh'ed  iife.f  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houf.%  upon  the  melfage  of  his 
Excellency  the  Govcrno.,  of  the  17th 
of  November  laft,  relating  to  the  pro- 
viiion  required  for  hi-.  Majefty's  troops 
quartered  in  ti-is  colony  :  -  after  fome 
time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  f  hilip  Li- 
ving fton  reported  the  r  ablation  of  the 
committee  thereon,  which  he  read  in 
X  his 
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his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame 
was  again  read,    and  is  as  follows ; 


VIZ. 


'«  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  pre  fen  ted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  in  anfwer  to  the  faid 
mciTage,  Ihewing  that  the  General 
AiTembly  cannot,  ccnfiftent  with  the 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  con- 
flituents,  comply  with  the  requifition 
made  by  the  faid  meffagCj  and  that 
the  reafons  thereof  be  fet  forth  in  the 
faid  addrefs. 

'*  Refolved,  (Netnine  Contradicente) 
That  the  Houfe  do  agree  with  the 
committee  in  the  faid  refoiution.'* 

The  Houfe  (according  to  order) 
refolved  itfeif  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  his  Excellency's 
fpeech,  and  the  feveral  other  papers 
referred  thereto  :— after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Colonel  Seaman,  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Philip  Livingfton,  re- 
ported the  proceeding  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
table,  where  the  fame  were  again 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and 
are  as  follows  ;  viz. 

'"  That  upon  reading  of  the  mef- 
fage  from  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, of  the  8th  inftant,  recom- 
mending a  compenfation  to  be  made 
to  the  detachments  of  his  Majefty's 
28th  and  46th  regiments  that  were 
employed  in  quieting  the  diforders 
in  the  counties  of  Duchefs  and  Al- 
bany, Mr.  Jullice  Livingfton  moved, 
that  there  be  allowed  to  each  private 
man  of  the  46th  regiment  the  fum  of 
twenty  {hillings,  and  to  each  private 
man  of  the  28th  the  fum  of  tea 
fhillings,  as  a  gratuitity  for  their 
fervices.** 

And  a  debate  arifmg,  and  the 
queftion  being  put  upon  the  faid 
motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
in  the  manner  following ;  viz. 


FortheAffirmati've      For  the  Negati'vi 
Col.  Livingfton       Mr.  Speaker 
Mr.  Cruger  Mr.  Killam 

Mr.  Bayard  Mr.  Boerum 

Col.  Philipfe  Mr.  Schenk 

Mr.  Holland  Mr.  Thomas 

Mr.  de  Lancey         Col.  Haring 
Mr.    Juftice   Li-     Mr.    Philip    Li- 
vingfton vingilon 
Mr.  Miller               Capt.  Seaman 
Col.  Seaman. 
[Upon  all  divifions,  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen,  for  and  againjl,  are 
entered  upon  the  journals.] 

Die  S  ah  bait,   g  ho.  J,  M.  the  l^ih  of 

Dec  ember,    1766. 

The  engrolfed  bill,  intituled,  **  An 
Aft  for  paying  the  Salaries  and  Ser- 
vices of  the  feveral  Officers  of  the 
Government,  from  the  ift  Day  of 
September,  One  Thoufand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Sixty-Six,  to  the  ift 
Day  of  September,  One  Thoufand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-Seven,  in- 
clufive,  and  other  Services  therein- 
mentioned,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  That  the  bill  do  pafs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cruger  and 
Mr.  Bayard  do  carry  the  bill  to  the 
Couacil>  and  defire  their  concurrence 
thereto^ 

A  petition  of  Jacob  Dyckman, 
junior,  Benjamin  Palm.er,  and  John 
Vermillie,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  praying  a  reimburfement 
of  the  expence  they  have  been  at  in 
building  a  {mt  bridge  over  Harlem 
River,  nigh  King's  Bridge. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  petition  be 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  the 
committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of 
Col.  Philipfe  is  committed. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfeif  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
the  faid  memorial  and  petition : — 
after  Ibme  time  fpent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Kiifam  reported  the  refolution  of  thtf 
committee,    which  he  read    in    his 

place. 
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place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
che  table,  and  is  as  follows  ;  viz. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  further 
confideration  of  the  faid  memorial  and 
petition  be  poftponed  until  the  fecond 
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when  we  fliew  a  regard  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  faithful  fubjeas  in  this 
Colony,  abfolutely  ncceifary  to  their 
prefervation. 

We  hope  it  will  be  confidered,  that 
we  are  chofen   to  make  fuch  a  pro^ 


of  this  Houfe,  after  the  ill  day  of 
Mav  next." 

And  the  faid  refolution  being  again 
read, 

"  Refclved,  That  the  Houfe  do 
agree  witri  the  committee  in  the  faid 
reio.utioa." 


Tuefday  next,    after  the  firft  meeting     vifion  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
^r  .!.:-•  iLT„..n.    .r..-  .v.    .n.  j„..   .r    government  in  this  Colony  (as  well 

as  for  other  Important  purpofes)  as  is 
moft  fuitable  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  people  we  represent,  and  that  we 
fhould  be  guilty  of  a  brerch  of  that 
moll  facred  trull,  if  we  fhould  load 
them  with  burthens  we  are  incapable 
of  fupporting. 

In  the  provifion  we  made  laft  feA 
fion  for  quartering  two  battalions  and 
one  company  of  artillery,  we  leaded 
ourielves  v/ith  a  burthen  much  greater 
than  any  of  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments lie  under  for  that  fervice,  and 
imagined,  that  far  from  being  cen- 
fured  on  that  account,  it  would  be 
accepted  as  a  new  inilance  of  that 
loyalty  and  affedion  to  his  Majefty's 
government,  of  which  tnis  Colony 
has  exhibited  fo  many  proofs. 

We  be^  leave  further  to  reprefent 
to  your  Excellency,  that  by  the  a<5l 
of  parliament  it  appears  to  be  the 
Intention  of  the  legiflature  to  provide 
for  the  quartering  fohiiers  only  on  a 
march,  but  according  to  the  con- 
ftrudion  put  on  it  here,  it  required 


fign 
the 


Die  Luna,    iho.   P.  M.  the   i^ih  of 
D^'c  ember,    1766. 
The  engroffed  addrefs   to  his  Ex- 

celLncy  the  GoVvTRor  was  read,  and 

approved  of  by  the  Houfe. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.    Speaker 

the    faid   addrefs   in    behalf   of 

Houfe,    which   is   in   the   following 

words  ;  viz, 

^0  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Mosre, 
Bart.  Captai-fi-Gemral  and  Go'vernor 
in  Chief  in  and  o'ver  the  Colony  of 
Ne'iv-Torky  and  the  Territories  de~ 
pending  thereon  in  jlmerica.  Chan- 
cellor, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 

The  Humble  Addrefs  rf  the  ^  eneral  Af- 
femhly  of  the  faid  Colony . 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
W^e  his  Majefty's  moll  dutiful  and 


loyal  fubjefls  the  General  Affembly  of    that  all  the  forces  which  fhall  at  any 


the  Colony  of  New- York,  have  taken 
your  Excellency's  meflage  of  the  17th 
of  November  lafc  into  our  moll  ferious 
confideration,  and  beg  leave  to  alTure 
your  Excellency,  that  nothing  would 
give  us  greater  pleafure,  than  to  find 
it  in  our  power  to  comply  with  zwery 
requifition  tending  in  any  manner  to 
promote  his  Majeliy's  fervice.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  great  concern,  that 
we  find  it  impoilible  to  comply  with 
wluit  is  now  demanded,  confillent 
v/ith  our  obligations  to  our  confli- 
tuents.  We  fhall  always  be  ready  to 
give  the  amplell  tellimcnies  of  our 
loyalty  to  his  Majefly,  and  fubmiffion 
to  his  government,  from  which  we 
humbly  conceive  we  do  not  deviate. 


time  enter  this  Colony,  fliall  be  quar- 
tered during  the  whole  year  in  a  very 
unufual  and  expenfive  manner.  That 
by  the  marching  feveral  regiments 
into  this  Colony,  this  expence  would 
become  ruinous  and  infupportablc. 
And,  therefore,  we  cannot,  confillent 
with  our  duty  to  cur  conllituents,  put 
it  in  the  power  of  any  perfon  (what- 
foever  confidence  we  may  have  in  his 
prudence  and  integrity)  to  lay  fuch  a 
burthen  on  them. 

We  fhould  be  very  forry  to  dilFer 
from  your  Excellency  on  this  or  any 
ether  political  fubjed,  and  therefore 
it  is  proper  to  oHer  thefe  matters  to 
your  confideration,  in  hopes  that  they 
will  be  fufHcient  to  demonllrate,  that 
X  2  the 
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the  obje£lions  againft  making  the  pro- 

vifion  reqiired,  are  of  a  nature  the 
mofl  ferious  and  weighty  imaginable. 
And,  therefore,  we  humbly  in  treat 
your  Excellency  to  fet  our  conduct  in 
the  moft  favourable,  that  is  in  its  true 
light,  by  reprefenting  thit  our  non- 
compliance on  this  occafion  proceeds 
entirely  from  a  juft  fenfe  of  what  our 
duty  requires.  By  order  of  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembly. 

W   NicoLL,  Speaker. 
JJemhly -Chamber,  Dec.  15,  1766. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency,  by  the 
whole  Houfe. 

Di^  Jo'vis,   9  ho.   A,  M.    the    i  %th  of 
December i    \'/66. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the 
Houfe  had  attended  his  ExceiLncy 
^the  Governor  with  their  humble  ad- 
drefs,  according  to  his  appointment, 
and  that  h'.s  Excellency  had  been 
pieafed  to  return  the  following  anfwer 
thereto  ;  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  iloe  General  AJfembly^ 
It  is  with  no  fmall  concern,  tha^  I 
find  the  fentimen'-s  of  this  Hojfe  dif- 
feri"g  To  much  from  mine,  in  regard 
to  the  fubjed  matt  r  of  :he  addrels 
now  preientcd  to  me,  which  fhali  by 
the  firft  opportunity  be  u?-.x\  mitted  to 
the  Secretary  cf  State,  in  orJer  to  be 
laid  before  kis  Majeffy." 
Die  Vene.is,  9  ho.  A,  M.  the  ic^th  cf 
December  ^    1 766. 

A  mrffare  f  om  his  Exielle-icy  the 
Gnvv'rnor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Hi.'i  E::ce"lency  the 
Governor  requires  the  immediate  at- 
tend'jnce  of  this  Houfe  in  tne  Council 
ChamHer,  at  the  houSe  of  Mr. 
Matthew  ErniMl. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and 
with  the  Houfe  attended  accordingly, 
wliere  his  Excellency,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Council,  was  picaj'cd  to  give 
his  alTent  to  twenty  ads  palied  this 
iefllon. 

And  after  the  fame  was  pub'i/hed 
in  the  ufual  manner,  his  Excellency 


was  pie  .f'd  to  prorogue  the  General 
Aflemby  till  1  ueiday  the  loth  day 
of  March,   1767. 

In  page  5,  it  is  noticed  that  the 
Aflemb'i-s  of  MafT.ichufett'^  Bay  and 
New-Yrrk,  p  titi.)nedin  1764  againft 
the  refoiuticn  to  charge  ftamp-duties 
in  America;  and  tuat  rhe'e  petitions 
were  fupprefTed.  ^6V^  Prior  Docum^-nts, 
P'  5'  fi'fi.  column.) 

[The  Editor  havin^  been  favo'jred 
with  copiescf  the  e  Petitions,  inferts 
them  as  foon  as  poff.ble  ] 
Copy  of  an  Addrejs   to  the  King,  from 
the  Council  and  Hoife  of  Burgrfes  of 
the  Pro-vince  cf  Firpinia 
To  ihe  KiK'gs  Mof  Excellent  Majefy. 
J^hfi  Gracious  So-vereign, 
We  your  M.jefty's  dutiful  2nd  loyal 
fubjeds,   the  Council  and  BurgclTes  cf 
yoar  ancient  colony  and  dominion  of 
V.-rg-inia,    now  met   in  General  Af- 
fembly,   beg  have  to  afTure  vour  Ma- 
jeily  of  our  tirm  and  inviolable  attach- 
ment to  your  ficred  perfon  and  go- 
vernment :   And  as  yoKr  faithful  fub- 
je<^s  here  have  at  all  times  been  zea- 
lous  to  demrinftrate  this  truth,  by  a 
reaciy  complianve  with   the  royal  re- 
qnifjHons    during    the   late   war,     by 
wh'ch   a  heavy  and  oppreHlve  debt  of 
near    half  a   million    hath    been    in- 
curred ;   To  at  this  time  they  implore 
perm'iTlon  to  approach  the  throne  with 
humble    contidence,    and    to   entreat 
that  your  M  jefty  vvi^l   be  graciouHy 
plea  Ted  to  ^  r>'tccl  your  people  of  this 
Colony  in  th'^  enjoyment  of  their  an- 
cient and  ineflimable  right  of  being 
governed    by    fu'^h    lav.'s,    refpecling 
their  internal  poU-y  and  taxation,  as 
are  derived   f  om   their  own  content, 
wi  h  tlie  approbation  of  their  fcvereign 
or   his   fiibilitule  :  —a  riirht,  which  as 
men  and  the  defcendants   of  Britons, 
thev  have  ever  quietly  pokfeiTeJ,  fmce 


iiril  by  rova'  perm 


^r 


and 


ragement  they  left  the  mother  king- 
dom to  extend  its  commerce  and  do- 
minion. 

Your 
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Your  Majefty^s  dutiful  fubjeds  of 
Virginia  moft  humbly  and  unani- 
moufly  hope,  that  this  invaluable 
birthright,  defcended  ro  them  from 
their  anceflors,  and  in  which  they 
have  been  protecled  by  your  royal 
predecefTorS;,  will  not  be  fufFered  to 
receive  injury  under  the  reign  of  your 
facred  Majefty,  already  fo  illwftrioufly 
diflinguifhed  bv  your  gracious  at- 
tention to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

That  your  Majefty  may  long  live 
to  make  nations  happy,  is  the  ardent 
prayer  of  vour   faithful    fubjedls   the 
Council  and  Burrrefies  of  Virginia. 
To    the    Right    Honourable    the    Lords 

Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parlia- 
ment ajfembled. 
The  Memorial  of  the  Ccivicil  and  Bur- 

gejjes  of  Virginia^  noiv  met  in  General 

AJfinbly, 
Humbly  Repre/aitSy 

That  your  MemoriallUs  hope  an 
application  to  your  Lordfhips,  the 
fixed  and  hereditary  guardians  of 
Britifh  liberty,  will  not  be  thought 
improper  at  this  time,  when  m'^afjres 
are  propofed  fabverfiv?,  as  they  con- 
ceive, of  that  freedom  which  all  men, 
efpeci^illy  thofe  who  derive  their  con- 
ftitution  from  Britain,  have  a  r'ght 
to  enjoy  :  and  they  flatter  themfel^es 
that  your  Lordfbiips  will  not  look  upon 
them  as  obje«rts  fo  unworthy  your  at- 
tention, as  to  regard  any  impropriety 
in  the  form  or  manner  of  their  app'i- 
cation,  for  your  Lordfhip's  proteftion 
of  their  jirH  and  undoubted  rights  as 
Britons. 

It  cannot  be  prefumption  in  your 
memorialiils,  to  call  t'hemJ/elv^es  by 
this  diftinguifhed  name,  flnce  they  aie 
defcended  from  Sritons,  who  left  their 
native  country  to  extend  it's  territory 
and  dominion,  and  who  li-.ppilv  for 
Britain,  and,  as  your  Memorialiils 
once  thought  for  themfeJves  too,  ef- 
fefled  this  purpofe.  As  o  ;r  anceftors 
brought  with  them  e^^Qvy  right  ?.nd 
privilege  they  could  with  juftice  claim, 
in  their  mother  kingdom,  their  de- 
fendants may  conclude  ti;ey  cannot 
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be  deprived  of  thofe  rights  without 
injuftice. 

Your  Memorialifls  conceive  It  to  be 
a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britifii 
conftitution,  without  which  fr/edom 
can  no  where  exift ;  that  the  people 
are  not  fubjefl  to  any  taxes,  but  fuch 
as  are  laid  on  them  by  their  own  con- 
fent,  or  hy  thofe  who  are  legiily  ap- 
pointed to  reprefent  them  :  Property 
mull  become  too  precarious  for  the  ge- 
nius of  a  free  people,  which  can  be 
taken  f  om  them  at  the  will  of  others, 
who  cannot  know  what  taxes  fuch  peo- 
ple can  benr,  or  the  eafieft  mode  of 
raifing  them  ;  and  who  are  not  under 
that  reftraint,  v/hich  i^  the  greateft  fe- 
curity  againft  a  burthenfome  taxation, 
vs'hen  the  reprefentatives  themfelves 
muft  be  affedcd  by  every  tax  impofed 
on  the  people. 

Your  MemoriaJifts  are  therefore  led 
into  an  humble  confidence,  that  your 
lordfhips  will  not  think  any  reafon'fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  fuch  a  power  in  the 
Britifl-i  parliament,  where  the  colonies 
cannot  be  reprefented;  a  power  never 
before  conflitutionaliy  aflumed,  and 
which  if  they  have  a  right  to  exercife 
on  any  occafion,  muil  neceffariiy  efta- 
bliih  this  melancholy  truth.  That  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies  are  the 
flaves  of  Britons,  from  whom  they 
are  defcended,  and  from  whom  they 
might  expeft  every  indulgence,  that 
the  obligations  of  interell:  and  affedlion 
can  enti'Je  them  to. 

Your  M-morinlifls  have  been  in- 
vefced  v/ith  the  right  of  taxing  their 
own  people,  from  the  firil  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  regular  government  in  the 
colony;  and  requifitions  huve  been 
conftantly  made  to  them  hy  their  So- 
vereigns, on  all  occafions,  v/hen  the 
an  fiance  of  the  colony  was  thought 
neceifary,  to  preferve  the  Britfh  irk- 
teeO:  in  Am  rica,  from  whence  they 
murt  conclude  they  cannot  now  be  de- 
prived of  a  right  they  have  fo  lono- 
enjoyed,  and  which  they  have  never 
forf  ited. 

The  ex'pences  incurred  during  the 

laft 


j^g  PRIOR       DO 

lail  war,  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands on  this  colony,  by  our  late  and 
prefent  moH  gracious  Sovereigns,  have 
involved  us  in  a  debt  of  near  half  a 
million  :  a  debt  not  likely  to  decreafe 
under  the  continued  expence  we  are  at 
in  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
people  againft  the  incurfions  of  our 
iavage  nciglibcurs,  at  a  time  when 
the  low  ftate  of  our  ftaple  commodity, 
the  total  want  of  (pecie,  and  the  late 
reftridlions  upon  the  trade  of  the  co- 
lonies, render  the  circumflances  of  the 
people  extremely  diftrefsful,  and  which, 
if  taxes  are  accumulated  upon  them  by 
tbeBritilh  Parliament,  will  make  them 
truly  deplorable. 

Your  Memorialiils  cannot  fuggeil  to 
themfelves  any  reafon  why  they  ihouli 
not  ftill  be  truHed  with  the  property  of 
their  people,  with  whofe  abilities,  and 
the  leafi  burthtnfome  mode  of  taxing, 
(w«ith  g/eat  deference  to  the  fuperior 
uildom  of  Parliament)  they  mull  be 
bell  acquainted. 

Your  Memorialiils  hope  they  fhall 
not  be  fu  peeled  of  being  aduated  on 
this  occafion  by  any  principles  but 
thofe  of  the  pureil  loyalty  and  af- 
fection, as  they  always  endeavoured, 
by  their  conduft,  to  demonltrate  that 
<^ey  confider  their  connections  with 
Great-Britain,  the  feat  of  Liberty^  as 
ikeir  greate:l  happinefs. 

The  duty  they  owe  to  themfelves 
assd  their  pollerity,  lays  your  Memo- 
lialifts  under  the  necefiity  of  endea- 
Tuuring  to  ellablilh  their  conflitution 
upon  its  proper  foundation.  And 
tiiey  do  moil  humbly  pray  yourLord- 
^ps  to  take  this  fubjedt  into  your 
caoirideration,  with  the  atteniion  that 
is  due  to  the  well-being  of  the  co- 
lonies, on  which  the  profperity  of 
Great  Britain  does  in  a  great  uieafure 
<icpeud, 
yi  i/je  Right  hJo7icurahle  the  Knights^ 

C'it.zevSy     and  Bitrgejfes   of  Great' 

Britain y  in  Farliannnt  aJjemhJed, 

^ht  Remcnjiravce   of  the    Couui:il  a7id 

Bu>gejj£s  of  Virginia. 

It  appearing  by  the  printed  votes 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great- 
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Britain  in  parliament  affembled,  thats 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
the  17th  day  of  March  lall,  it  was 
refolved.  That  towards  defending, 
protefting  and  fecuring  the  Britilh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 
it  may  be  proper  to  charge  certain 
llamp  duties  in  the  faid  colonies  and 
plantations ;  and  it  being  appre- 
hended that  the  fame  fubjecl  which 
was  then  declined,  may  be  refumsd 
and  further  puriued  in  a  iucceeding 
feflion,  the  Council  and  Burgefies  of 
Virginia  met  in  General  Alfenibly, 
judge  it  their  indifpenfable  duty  in  a 
reipedfui  manner,  but  with  decent 
iirmnefs,  to  remonllrate  againil  fuch 
a  meafure ;  that  at  leaft  a  ceffion  of 
thofe  rights,  which  in  their  opinion 
mull  be  infringed  by  that  pro- 
cedure, may  not  be  mferied  trora 
their  filence  at  fo  important  a 
crifis, 

They  conceive  it  is  effential  to  Brl- 
tiih  liberty  that  laws  impofmg  taxes 
en  the  people  ought  not  to  be  made 
without  the  confent  of  reprefentatives 
chofen  by  themfelves  j  who,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  are  acquainted 
with  the  circumllances  of  tl^.eir  conlli- 
tuents,  fuilain  a  proportion  of  the 
burtlien  laid  on  them.  This  privi- 
lege inherent  in  the  perfons  who  dif- 
covered  and  fettled  thefe  region  , 
could  not  be  renounced,  or  forfeited 
by  their  removal  hither,  not  as  vaga- 
bonds and  fugitives,  but  licenfcd  and 
encouraged  by  their  Prince,  and  ani- 
mated with  a  laudable  defire  of  en- 
larging the  Britilh  dominion,  and 
extendmg  its  commerce  ;  on  the  con- 
trary it  was  fecured  to  them  and  their 
defcendants,  with  aU  other  rights  and 
immunities  of  Britilh  fubjetts,  by  a 
royal  charter,  which  hath  been  inva- 
riably recognized  and  confirmed  by 
His  Majeity  and  his  predeceffors  in 
their  commifuons  to  the  feveral  Go- 
vernors, granting  a  power,  and  pre- 
fcribing  a  form  oi  legiflation  :  accord- 
ing to  which,  lavi/s  for  the  admini- 
ilration  of  jullice,  and  for  the  welfare 

and 
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and  good  government  of  the  colony, 
have  been  enadled  by  the  Governor, 
Council  and  General  Aflembly  ;  and 
to  them  reouiiidons  and  applications 
for  fupplies  have  been  direcled  by  the 
crown.  As  an  inilance  of  the  opi- 
nion which  former  Ibvereigns  enter- 
tained of  rhefe  rights  and  privileges, 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  three  a£ts  of 
the  General  Affembly,  pafTed  in  the 
thirty-fecond  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Second  (one  of 
wiiich  is  intitied,  Jn  ad  fcr  ral- 
Rng  a  p-ublick  rc-venue  for  the  better 
fupport  cf  the  go'vernment  of  His  Ma* 
jefty^s  Colony  of  Virginia,  inipofmg 
feveral  duties  for  that  purpofe)  which 
being  thought  abfolutely  necefiary, 
were  prepared  in  England,  and 
fent  over  by  their  then  Governor,  ^^Q.t 
Lord  Culpepper,  to  be  pafTed  by  the 
General  Affembly,  with  a  full  power 
to  give  the  royal  afTent  thereto ;  and 
which  were  accordingly  pafTed  after 
feveral  amendments  v^ere  made  to 
them  here.  Thus  tender  was  Kis 
Majefty  of  the  rights  of  his  American 
fubjeds  :  and  the  remonftrants  do  not 
difcern  by  what  diHinftion  they  can 
be  deprived  of  that  facred  birthright 
and  moft  valuable  inheritance,  by 
their  fellow-fubjetls ;  nor  with  what 
propriety  they  can  be  taxed  or  afFefted 
in  their  eflates  by  the  parliament, 
wherein  they  are  not,  and  indeed 
cannot,  con flitution ally  be  repre- 
fented. 

And  if  it  were  proper  for  the  par- 
liament to  impofe  taxes  on  the  colo- 
nies at  all,  which  the  remonilrants 
take  leave  to  think  would  be  incon- 
fiilent  with  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  conftitution,  the  exercife 
of  that  power  at  this  time  would  be 
ruirous  to  Virginia,  who  exerted  her- 
felf  m  the  late  war  it  is  feared  beyond 
her  ftrengch ;  infomucii  that  to  re- 
deem the  money  granted  fcr  that  exi- 
gence, her  people  are  taxed  for  fe- 
veral years  to  come :  this,  with  the 
large  expences  incurred  for  defending 
the  fiontiers  againll  the  relllefs  in« 
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dians,  who  have  infefled  her  as  much 
fince  the  peace  as  before,  is  fo  grie- 
vous that  an  increafe  of  the  burthen 
will  be  intolerable;  elpecially  as  the 
people  are  very  greatly  diilrefTed  al- 
ready from  the  fcarcity  of  circulating 
cafh  amongft  them,  and  from  the  lit- 
tle value  of  tlieir  ilaple  at  the  Britifh 
markets. 

And  it  is  prefumed,  that  adding  to 
that  load  which  the  colony  now  la- 
bours under,  v/iil  not  be  more  op- 
prelTive  to"  her  people  than  deftru£tive 
oftheintereft  of  Great-Britain:  for 
the  plantation  trade,  confined  as  it  is 
to  the  mother-country,  hath  been  a 
principal  means  of  multiplying  and 
inriching  her  inhabitants ;  andlf  not 
too  much  difcouraged,  may  prove  an 
inexhauftible  fource  of  treafure  to  the 
nation.  For  fatisfadlion  in  this  point, 
let  the  prefent  flate  of  the  Eritifii 
fleet  and  trade  be  compared  with 
what  they  were  before  the  fettlement 
of  the  colonies ;  and  let  it  be  confi- 
dered,  that  whilft  property  in  land 
may  be  acquired  on  very  eafy  terms, 
in  xkvQ  vail  uncultivated  territory  of 
North  America,  the  coloniils  will  be 
moilly,  if  not  v/holly  employed  in 
agriculture  ;  whereby  the  exportation 
of  their  commodities  to  Great-Britain 
and  the  ccnfurnpiion  of  their  manu- 
faclures  fupplied  from  thence,  will 
be  daily  increaang.  But  this  moft 
defirable  connection  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  fupported 
by  fuch  an  happy  intercourfe 'of  reci- 
procal benefits  as  is  continually  ad- 
vancing the  profperity  of  both,  mufl 
be  in.errupted,  if  the  people  of  the 
latter,  reduced  to  extreme  poverty, 
Ihould  be  compelled  to  manufadure 
thofe  articles  they  have  been  hitherto 
furnilhed  with  from  the  former. 

From  thei'e  confiderarions  it  is  hop- 
ed that  the  Honourable  h'oufe  of 
Commons  will  not  prof^cute  a  mea- 
fure,  which  thofe  who  may  fuiFer  it 
cannot  but  look  upon  as  fitter  for 
exiles  driven  from  their  native  coun- 
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try  after  ignominioufly  forfeiting  her 
favours  and  protection,  than  for  the 
poflerlty  of  Britons  who  have  at  all 
times  been  forward  to  demonilrate  all 
due  reverence  to  the  mother-kingdom, 
and  are  lb  inftrumental  in  promoting 
her  glory  and  felicity  ;  and  that  Bri- 
tifli  patriots  will  never  confent  lo  the 
exercife  of  anti-conftitutional  power; 
which  even  in  this  remote  corner 
may  be  dangerous  in  its  example  to 
the  interior  parts  of  the  Britilh  em- 
pire, and  will  certainly  be  detrimen- 
tal to  its  commerce. 
To   the    Hcncurable   the    Commons    of 

Great- Brit aitt  in  Parliament  ajfem- 

Ikd, 
The  Petition  of  the  Ccuucil  and  Hotfe 

of  Reprefeniaii^ocs  of  his  Majeffs 

Province  of  Mcfachufts  -  Bay, 
Mofi  humhh  jhe-z':eth. 

That  the  a6t  paiTed  in  the  laft  {z{- 
iion  of  parliament  entitled.  An  a£l 
granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britijh  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America^  l^c. 
muft  neceflarily  bring  many  burdens 
on  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  colonies 
and  plantations,  which  your  peti- 
tioners conceive,  would  not  have  been 
impofed,  if  a  full  reprefentation  of 
the  ftate  of  the  colonies  had  been 
jnade  to  this  honourable  houie. 

That  the  duties  laid  upon  foreign 
fugars  and  molalTes  by  a  former  a£l 
of  parliament,  entitled,  An  ad  for 
the  better  Jecuring  and  encouraging  the 
trade  cf  his  Mo.jejiys  fiigar  colonics  in 
America:  if  the  ace  had  been  execu- 
ted with  rigor,  mult  have  had  the 
cffeft  of  an  ablolute  prohibidon. 

That  the  duties  laid  on  thofe  arti- 
cles by  the  prcfcnt  ad  iHll  remain 
fo  great,  thr.t,  however  orhcrwife  in- 
tended, they  muft  undoubtedly  have 
the  fame  eftccl. 

Thnt  the  importation  of  foreign 
molafies  into  this  province  in  particu- 
lar, is  of  the  grcatell  importance, 
and  a  prohibition  will  be  prejudicial 
to  many  branches  of  its  trade,  and 
will  leflen  the  confumption  of  the 
manufaftures  of  Great- Britain. 


That  this  importance  does  not  arife 
merely  nor  principally  ^rom  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  foreign  molaffes,  in  order 
to  its  being  confumed  or  diftilled 
within  ihib  province. 

That  if  the  trade  for  many  years 
carried  on  for  foreign  molaffes  can 
no  longer  be  continued,  a  vent  cannot 
be  found  for  more  than  one  half  the 
fifh  of  inferior  quality,  which  is 
caught  and  cured  by  the  inhabitants 
cf  ths  province;  the  French  peimit- 
ting  no  iifh  to  be  carried  by  foreign- 
ers to  c.wy  of  their  iflands,  unleis  it 
be  bartered  or  exchanged  for  mc^ 
lafTc?. 

That  if  there  be  no  fale  of  ffh  of 
inferior  quality,  it  will  be  impofiible 
to  continue  the  fiihery  ;  the  fiih  ufual- 
ly  feiit  to  Europ^e  wid  then  coft  fo 
dear,  that  the  French  will  be  able  to 
imderfeli  the  Ep.gl:fh  at  all  the  Euro- 
pean m.arkets,  and  by  this  means  one 
of  the  moil  valuable  returns  to  Great- 
Britain  will  be  utterly  loft,  and  that 
great  nurfery  of  feamen  dtilroyed. 

That  the  reftraints  laid  upon  the 
exportation  of  timber,  boards,  ftaves, 
and  other  lu-nber  from  the  colonies 
to  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  Europe, 
except  Great  Britain,  muft  gf-eatly 
afFed  the  trade  of  this  province,  and 
difcoursge  the  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  lands  which  are  yet  unculti- 
vated. 

That  the  powers  given  by  tlie  late 
acl  to  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  con- 
ftituted  over  all  America,  are  fo  ex- 
preiled,  as  to  leave  it  doubtful,  whe- 
ther goods  leized  for  illicit  importa- 
tion in  any  of  the  colonies,  may  not 
be  removed  to  any  other  colony  where 
the  judge  may  refide,  although  at 
many  hundred  miles  diitance  from  the 
place  of  feizurc. 

That,  if  this  conftrudlion  fhculd  be 
admitted,  many  pcrions,  however  le- 
gally their  goods  may  have  been  im- 
ported, muft  lofe  their  property, 
merely  from  an  inability  of  following 
after  it,  and  making  that  defence 
which  they  might  do,  if  the  trial  had 

been 
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been  in  the  colony  where  the  goods 
were  feized ;  that  this  conftrudion 
v/ould  be  fo  much  the  more  grievous, 
feeing  that  in  America,  the  officers 
by  this  a6l  are  indemnified  in  cafe  of 
feizure,  whenfoever  the  judge  of  ad- 
niiralty  fhall  certify  that  there  was 
probable  caufe  ;  and  the  claimant  can 
neither  have  cofts,  nor  maintain  an 
adion  again  ft  the  peripns  feizing,  how 
much  foever  he  may  have  expended 
in  defence  of  his  property. 

That  the  extenfion  of  the  powers 
of  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  have,  fo 
far  as  the  jurifdidion  of  the  faid  courts 
have  been  extended,  deprived  the  co- 
lonies of  one  of  the  moil  valuable  of 
JJnglilli  liberties,  trials  by  juries. 

That  every  aft  of  parliament, 
which  in  this  refped  diftinguifhes  his 
Majefty's  fubjeds  in  the  colonies, 
from  their  fellow-lubjeds  in  Great- 
Britain,  muft  create  a  very  fenfible 
concern  and  grief. 

That  there  have  been  communica- 
ted to  your  petitioners  fundry  refolo- 
tions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
their  laft  feffion,  for  impofmg  ftamp 
duties  or  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colonies,  confideration  whereof 
was  referred  to  the  next  feffion. 

That  your  petitioners  acknow- 
ledge with  all  gratitude,  the  tender- 
Ticfs  of  the  legiHature  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  fubjeds  in  the  colonies,  who  have 
always  judged  by  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  both  of  the  way  and  manner 
in  v/hich  internal  taxes  Ihould  be  rai- 
fed  within  the  refpedlive  govern- 
ments. 

That  they  humbly  hope  the  colo- 
nies in  general  have  fo  demeaned 
themfclves,  more  efpecially  during 
the  late  war,  as  ftill  to  deferve  the 
continuance  of  all  thofe  liberties  and 
privileges  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed. 

That  although  during  the  war  the 
taxes  upon  the  colonies  were  greater 
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than  they  have  been  fince  the  concla- 
fion  of  it,  yet  the  fources  by  which 
the  inhabitants  were  enabled  to  pay 
their  taxes  having  ceafed,  and  their 
trade  being  decayed,  they  are  not  fo 
able  to  pay  the  taxes  they  are  fub- 
jefted  to  in  time  of  peace,  as  they 
were  the  greater  taxes  in  time  of 
war. 

That  one  principal  difficulty  which 
has  ever  attended  the  trade  of  the  co- 
lonies proceeds  from  the  fcarcity  of 
money,  v/hich  fcarcity  is  caufed  by 
the  balance  of  trade  with  Great-Bri- 
tain, which  has  been  continually  a- 
gainft  the  colonies. 

That  the  drawing  fums  of  money 
from  the  colonies  from  time  to  time, 
muft  diftrefs  the  trade  to  that  degree, 
that  eventually  Great-Britain  mufi 
lofe  more  by  the  diminution  of  the? 
confumption  of  her  manufaftures, 
than  all  the  fums  which  it  is  poffiblc 
for  the  colonies  thus  to  pay  can  coun- 
tervail. 

That  they  humbly  conceive,  if  th« 
taxes  which  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  are  obliged  annually  to  pay 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  internal 
government,  the  reftraint  they  ar« 
under  in  their  trade,  for  the  benefit 
of  Great-Britain,  and  the  confump- 
tion thereby  occafioned  of  Britifli  ma- 
nufaftures  be  all  confidered,  and  have 
their  due  weight,  it  muft  appear, 
that  the  fubjeds  in  this  province,  are 
as  fully  burthened  as  their  fellow- 
fubjeds  in  Britain,  and  that  they  are, 
vvhilft  in  America,  more  beneficial 
to  the  nation  than  they  could  be  if 
they  Ihould  be  removed  to  Britain, 
and  there  held  to  a  fail  proportion  of 
the  national  taxes  and  duties  of  every 
kind. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft 
humbly  pray,  that  they  may  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  burdens,  which  they  havs 
humbly  repiefented  to  have  been 
brought  upon  them  by  the  late  adl  of 
parliament,  as  to  the  wifdomof  the 
y  honour- 


l62 


PRIOR       DOCUMENTS. 


honourable  houfe  fiiall  feem  meet; 
that  the  privileges  of  the  colonies,  re- 
lative to  their  internal  taxes,  which 
they  have  fo  long  enjoyed,  may  ftill 
be  continued  to  them,  or  that  the 
confideration  of  fach  taxes  upon  the 
colonies  may  be  referred  until  your 
petitioners,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
other  governments,  can  have  oppor- 
tunity to  m.ake  a  more  full  reprefenta- 
lion  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  with  regard  to  them. 

*^*  The  Petitions  and  Reprefentations 
fromNenv-Torky  Rhode- IJland,  ^c.  an 
to  the  fame  effeQ. 


On  Friday  the  15  th  of  May,  1767, 
Mr.  Fuller  having  reported  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Koufe,  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  to  confider  of  the 
feveral  papers  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  houib  this  feffion  of  par- 
liament, relating  to  the  North  Ame- 
rican colonies — feveral  refolutions, 
importing.  That  it  r.ppeared  to  the 
cdmmittee,  that  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  of  his  Majefly's  province 
of  New- York,  have,  in  diied  difobe- 
dience  of  the  authority  of  the  legiHa- 
tureof  Great-Brit^:in,refufed  to  make 
provifion  for  fupplying  with  neceiTa- 
lies  his  Majefly's  troops,  in  fuch 
manner  as  is  required  by  an  acl  of 
parliament,  made  in  the  5th  year  of 
his  Pvlajefty's  reign,  intituled,   *  Aa 

*  ad  to  amend  and  render  more  ef- 

*  feftual,   in  liis  M?jeily's  dominions 

*  in  America,  an  actpaffedin  this  pre- 
*•  fent  feflions  of  parliment,  entitled, 
*■  An  ad  for  punifliing  mutiny  and 

*  defertion,  and  for  the  better  pay- 

*  ment  of  the  army  and  their  quar- 

*  ters.' 

Alfo  that  it  appeared  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  an  ad  of  affembly  hath 
,  been  paffed  in  the  faid  province,  for 
furnilhing  the  barracks  in  the  cities 

•f  JNQVY'Yofk  aaJ  AiUny,  with  fire- 


wood and  candles,  and  other  n^ceflk* 
ries  therein  mentioned,  for  his  Ma- 
jefly's forces,  inconfiilent  with  the 
provifions,  and  in  oppofition  to  the 
diredions  of  the  faid  ad  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Alfo,  that  it  19  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  until  provifion  fhall 
have  been  made  by  the  faid  AlTemblyi 
for  furnifhing  the  King's  troops,  with 
all  the  neceffaries  required  ^o'j  the  faid 
ad  of  parliament,  the  governor,  coun- 
cil, and  affembly,  be  refpeclively  re- 
trained and  prohibited  from  paffing 
or  afienting  to  any  ad  of  Affembly, 
for  any  other  purpofe  whatever; — 
and  ia  confequence  of  thefe  refolu- 
ticns,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
paffed. 

In  the  debate  on  this  bill  Gov^ 
Pownallfaid,  Are  >ou  determined  from 
hence  to  dired  and  regulate  the  quar- 
tering of  the  King's  troops  in  North 
America  \ — Do  it  in  a  way  thatbringa 
it  home  to  the  executive  pov^er  there, 
to  carry  your  diredions  and  regula- 
tions into  execution ;  explain  and 
amend  your  ad :  make  it  pradicable ; 
make  it  efFedive;  and  then  you  may 
fairly  decide  whethei*  they  deny  your 
fovereignty  or  aot.  You  will  find 
they  do  not.  If  you  think  your  way 
of  making  an  adequate  and  certain 
provifion  for  the  charge  of  this  fervice, 
is  hy  the  parliament'' s  hv.pojing  a  ta:)C 
upon  the  people  for  that  purpofe; 
and  that  you  have  pov.er,  and  it  is 
advifeable  to  exert  that  power,  to  ef- 
feduate  fuch  fupply,  by  fuch  tax,  you 
need  aot  hefitate  to  avow  it  openly 
and  diredly  ;  for  the  people  of  the 
colonies,  from  one  end  of  tlie  conti- 
nent to  the  other,  do  invariably  con- 
fider the  claufe  in  the  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, direding  ho^M  that  charge  fhall 
be  fupplied,  as  an  internal  tax  ijnpoj'ed 
upon  them.—  It  is  from  this  idea,  that 
every  ad  of  obedience,  as  well  as  of 
difobedience  to  your  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, muit  be  cgailriied  and  explain- 
ed 
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cd.  Thofe  whom  you  are  willing  to 
wnderftand  as  having  obeyed  your 
S.&.,  have  contrived  to  do  it  /;/  a  mode 
which  neither  recognizes  the  adl  of 
parliament,  nor  fubmits  to  the  tax- 
ation—as fuch.  And  although  you 
^eprefent  the  afiembly  oi  the  province 
of  Nev/-York  alone,  as  having  revolt- 
ed againfi:  this  power  — believe  me, 
there  is  not  a  province,  a  colony,  or  a 
plantation,  that  n.<:ill  fub7nit  to  a  tax 
thus  impofed,  more  than  New- York 
will.  Ail  have  fhev/n  their  readinefs 
to  execute  this  fervice  of  quartering 
as  an  a6l  of  their  own — all  have,  in 
their  zeal  to  provide  for  it,  by  a  grant 
of  tiieir  own,  provided  a  fupply  to 
anfwer  the  expence  ; — but  not  one 
fingle  aifembly  has  or  ever  will,  a6t 
under  the  powers  and  proviiions  of 
this  att,  as  acknowledging,  and,  in 
confequence  thereof  apportioning,  al- 
fefling,  and  levying,  the  fupply,  as 
a  tax'  impcfed  by  parliament.  They 
have  either  acted  without  taking  no- 
tice at  all  of  this  a£l  of  parliament, 
or  have  contrived  fome  way  or  other 
to  vary  in  fome  particulars,  fuflicient 
to  make  the  execution  and  the  tax  an 
adt  of  their  own. — Try  the  condudl 
of  every  province  and  colony  through 
by  this  rule,  and  you  will  find  nothing 
particular  in  the  cafe  of  New- York — 
Porit  fancy  that  you  can  di^vide  the 
'people  upon  this  point,  and  that  you 
need  only  divide  to  govern— j<3«  ivill 
by  this  conduct  tJy  unite  them  the  more 
inseparably — you  will  make  the  caufe 
of  New-York  a  common  caufe  and 
will  call  up  itxs^xy  other  province  and 
colony  to  r^and  forth  in  their  j  unifica- 
tion —while  New- York,  learning  from 
the  complexion  of  your  meafure,  how 
to  avoid  or  evade  the  purport  of  yoiy* 
enforcing  hill,  will  fufpend  the  force  of 
it,  inftead  of  \i  fujpending  the  ajjimaly 
of  that  province,  againll  v/hom  it  is 
brought  forward. 

The  claufe  in  the  quartering  a£l, 
direfting  that  the  fupply  for  reim- 
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burling  the  expence  of  quartering  th® 
troops  Jhall  he  raifed  by  the  refpediva 
affemblies  of  the  provinces  or  colo- 
nies— which  is  by  all  the  people  of 
America,  confidered  as  (and  is  indeed) 
a  tax  impofed  by  parliament,  hai 
brought  in  fad,  into  difcujfon,  tha^ 
queftion  of  the  right  of  taxation,  which 
the  cautious  and  (what  I  think)  im- 
prudent wifdom  of  many  have  en- 
deavoured to  keep  wrapped  up  and 
fufpended  in  theory, — Thofe  things 
which  fchemes  of  policy  wilhed  to 
hold  in  queflion — afts  and  deeds  will 
bring  into  decifion.  Yoa  have,  on 
one  hand,  by  your  declaratory  law, 
afferted  your  right  and  power  of  tax- 
ation over  the  colonies,  and  lb  far  as 
this  acl  goes,  you  have  exerted  that 
power.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a 
fa6t  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  ap- 
prized of  in  all   its   extent.    That 

THE  PEOPLE  OF  AmERICA,  UNI- 
VERSALLY, UNITEDLY,  AND  UN- 
ALTERABLY, ARE  RESOLVED  NOT 
TO  SUBMIT  TO  ANY  INTERNAL 
TAX  IMPOSED  UPON  THEM  BY  ANY 
LEGISLATURE,  IN  WHICH  THEY 
HAVE  NOT  A  SHARE  BY  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF  THEIR  OWN  ELECTION. 

"  This  claim  mull  not  be  under- 
llood,  as  though  it  were  only  the  pre- 
tences of  party-leaders  and  dema- 
gogues ;  as  though  it  were  only  the 
vifions  of  fpeculative  enthufiafts ;  as 
though  it  v/ere  tlie  mere  ebullition  of 
a  fa(5lion  v/hich  mull  fub/ide;  as 
though  it  were  only  temporary  or 
partial —it  is  the  cool,  deliberate, 
principled  maxim  of  every  man  of 
bulinefs  in  the  country.*' 

The  foUo<wing  Petition  from  the  Mer- 
chants  of  Is c^ -York,  njoas  prefenied 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this. 
fejfion. 

This  pedtion  fet  forth,  '  That  the 
eommerce  of  the  North  American  co- 
lonies is  fo  fever ely  clogged  and  re- 
ftriaed  by  the  ^atutes  of  the  4th  and 

Y  2  6^ 
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6th  of  his  prefent  Majefly's  reign,  as 
to  afFord  a  melancholy  prefage  of  its 
deftruftion,  the  fatal  eixeds  of  which, 
though  firft  felt  there,  muft  be  finally 
transferred  to  Great  Britain,  and  cen- 
ter with  her  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers :  that  an  evil  fo  extenfive,  could 
not  fail  of  alarming  the  petitioners, 
whofe  fituation  expofes  them  to  the 
firft    imprelTion    of    this    calamity ; 
whence  they  think  it  their  duty  to 
implore  the  houfe  to  refurne  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  plantation  trade,  for 
eiFe6lual  redrefs.     It  is  the  fingular 
difadvantage  of  the  Northern  Britilh 
colonies,   that,   while  they  ftand  in 
need  of  vaft  quantities  of  the  manu- 
fadlures  of  Great  Britain,  the  country 
produces  very  little  that  affords  a  di- 
redl  remittance  thither  in   payment, 
and  therefore  from  neceGIty  they  have 
been  driven  to  feek  a  market  for  their 
produce,  and  by  a  courfe  of  traffic, 
to  acquire  either  money  or  fuch  mer- 
chandize, as  would  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe    of  a   remittance,    and   enable 
them  to  fuftain  their  credit  with  their 
mother   country:     as    the    nature   of 
the  petitioners  commerce,  when  free 
from  the  late  reftraints,  ought  to  be 
underftood,  they  beg  leave  to  obfcrve, 
that  their  produce  then   fent  to  our 
ov/n    and    the    foreign  ifiands,    was 
chiefly  bartered  for  fugar,  rum,   me- 
lafles,   cotton,  and  indigo  ;   that  the 
fugar,  cotton,  and  indigo,   ferved  as 
remittance   to   Great  Britain,   which 
the  rum  and  melalTes  conilituted  ef- 
fential  branches  of  their  commerce, 
and  enabled  them  to  barter  with  our 
own  colonies  for  fifh  and  rice,  and  by 
that  means  to  purfue  a  valuable  trade 
with  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy,  where 
they  chiefly  obtained  money,  or  bills 
of  exchange  in  return,   and  likewife 
qualified  them  for  adventures  to  Afri- 
ca, where  they  had  the  advantage  of 
putting  off  great  quantities  of  Britifh 
ynanufafturcs,  and  of  receiving  in  ex- 
change gold,  ivory,  and  (laves,  vvhich 
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laft  being  difpofed  of  In  the  Weft  In- 
dia iflands,  commanded  money  or 
bills :  rum  was  indifpenfable  in  their 
Indian  trade,  and  with  Britifh  manu- 
fadlures,  procured  furs  and  Ikins, 
v/hich  both  ferved  for  confiderable  re- 
turns to  Great  Britain,  and  encreafed 
its  revenue.  The  trade  to  the  bay  of 
Honduras  was  alfo  of  great  impor- 
tance, it  being  managed  with  fmall 
crrgoes  of  provifions,  rum,  and  Bri- 
tifh manufa£lures,  which,  while  they 
were  at  liberty  to  fend  foreign  log- 
wood to  the  different  ports  in  Europe 
furniflied  them  wdth  another  valuable 
remittance.  From  this  view,  it  is 
evident  that  fugar,  rum,  melalles  and  • 
logwood,  with  cotton  and  indigo, 
are  the  effentials  of  their  return  car- 
goes, and  the  chief  fources,  from 
which,  in  a  courfe  of  trade  they  have 
maintained  their  credit  with  Great- 
Britain.  That  confidering  the  pro- 
digious confumption  of  the  produce  of 
the  Weft  Indies  in  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, and  the  colonies  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America  ;  the  rapid  increafe 
of  thofe  colonies ;  the  vaft  acceffion 
of  fubjeifts  by  the  late  conquefts ;  the 
utter  incapacity  of  our  own  illand  to 
fupply  fo  great  a  demand,  will,  the 
petitioners  prefume,  be  out  of  all 
queftion ;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
lumber  produced  from  clearing  this 
immenfe  territory,  and  the  provifions 
exuafted  from  a  fertile  foil,  muft 
raife  a  fupply  for  exportation  much 
greater  than  all  our  iflands  can  con- 
lume ;  it  fecms  therefore  confiftent 
with  found  policy,  to  indulge  thofe 
colonies  both  in  the  free  and  unre- 
ftrained  exportation  of  all  the  lumbey 
and  produce  they  can  fpare,  and  an 
ample  importation  of  fugar,  rum  and 
melaffes,  to  fupply  the  various  branch- 
es of  their  trade ;'  fince  without  the 
one  the  clearing  of  lands  will  be  dif- 
couraged ;  and  provifions,  for  want 
of  vent,  become  of  little  profit  to  the 
farmer  ;  w^thoat  the  other,  the  pe- 
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^tioners  muft  be  plunged  into  a  total 
incapacity  of  making  good  their  pay- 
ments of  Britiih  debts  ;  their  credit 
mull  fink,  and  their  imports  from 
-Great  Britain  gradually  diminifh,  till 
they  are  contrafted  to  the  narrow 
compafs  of  remittances,  in  articles  of 
their  own  produce  ;  whence  the  colo- 
nies muft,  from  inevitable  neceflity, 
betake  themfelves  to  manufaftures  of 
their  own,  which  will  be  attended 
with  confequences  very  detrimental  to 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 

The  petitioners  having  thus  repre- 
fented  the  nature  of  their  commerce, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  point  out  the  fe- 
veral  grievances  under  which  it  la- 
bours, from  the  regulations  prefcribed 
by  the  two  before-mentioned  a6ls. 
The  heavy  embarraifments,  which  at- 
tend the  article  of  fugar,  is  a  capital 
fubjedl  of  complaint;  and,  befides 
the  abfolute  necefiity  of  a  great  im- 
portation to  fuilain  their  trade,  it  of- 
ten happens,  that  at  the  foreign 
iflands  a  fufficient  return-cargo  inde- 
pendent of  fugar,  cannot  be  procured, 
which  renders  trade  precarious  and 
difcouraging ;  befides,  the  high  dn:y 
of  53.  fter'ing  a  hundred,  is  found  by 
experience  to  be  fo  exceffjve,  that  it 
has  induced  the  fair  trader  to  decline 
that  branch  of  bufinefs,  while,  to 
people  lefs  fcrupulous,  it  prefents  an 
irrefilUble  temptatioa  to  fmuggling. 
That  the  preiTure  of  this  duty  is  not 
aggravated,  the  petitioners  appeal  to 
the  cfiicers  of  the  cuftoms  of  their 
port,  who  muil  confefs  that  there 
have  not  been  wanting  inftances 
where  merchants  have  been  driven  to 
the  difagreeable  necefuty  of  bringing 
their  very  plate  into  the  cuftom-houfe 
to  difcharge  it.  The  petitioners  there- 
fore mod  humbly  intreat  that  a  more 
moderate  duty  be  laid  on  foreign 
{bgars,  which,  they  are  afTured,  would 
not  only  greatly  promote  the  profpe- 
rity  both  of  thofe  colonies  and  their 
"siother    country,    but   encreafe    the 


C    U    M   E    N   T    S.  165 

royal  revenue  far  beyond  what  cab 
be  expefted  under  the  prefent  re- 
ftraints.  The  compelling  merchants 
to  land  and  ftore  foreign  fugars  in 
Great  Britain,  before  they  are  ex» 
ported  to  other  parts  of  Europe,  is 
another  expenfive  and  dilatory  re- 
ftriftion,  without  being  of  any  ma- 
terial advantage  to  the  revenue  of 
Great  Britain  ;  for  it  puts  it  out  of 
the  petitioners  power  to  meet  foreign- 
ers at  market  upon  an  equal  footing. 
That  Britifh  plantation  fugar  export- 
ed front  North  America,  fhould  be  de- 
clared French  on  being  landed  in 
England,  the  petitioners  conceive  may 
be  julily  clafTed  among  the  number 
of  hardfhips  infi idled  by  thofe  regu- 
lations, as  in  effecl  it  deprives  them 
of  making  a  remittance  in  that  article, 
by  expoiing  them  to  the  payment  of 
the  foreign  duty  in  Great  Britain, 
which  appears  the  moil  fevere,  as 
their  fellow- fubjefls  of  the  iflands  are 
left  at  liberty  to  export  thofe  fugars 
for  what  they  really  are,  and  a  dif- 
tinclion  is  formed  v/hich  the  petition- 
ers cannot  but  regard  with  uneafinefs. 
That  foreign  rum.,  French  excepted, 
is  the  next  article  which  the  petition- 
ers moll  humbly  propofe  for  confide- 
ration,  as  its  importation,  on  a  mo- 
derate duty,  would  add  confiderably 
to  the  revenue,  prevent  fmuggling, 
encreafe  the  fale  of  Britifh  manufac- 
tures, and  enable  the  petitioners  to 
bring  back  the  full  value  of  their  car- 
goes,  more  efpecially  from  the  Danifli 
iflands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix, 
where  they  can  only  receive  half  the 
value  in  fugar  and  cotton,  and  con- 
fequently  rum  alone  can  be  expelled 
for  the  other  half,  thofe  iflands  hav- 
ing no  fpice  but  of  a  bafe  kind.  That 
it  is  with  the  greateil  concern  the  pe- 
titioners obferve,  that  foreign  log- 
wood is  alfo  made  fubjed  to  the  de- 
lay, hazard,  and  expence  of  being 
landed  in  Great  Britain  ;  which  with 
m  low  price,   its  bulk,  and  the  duty 
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with  whlcli  it  is  now  burthened,  muft 
totally  deftroy  that  valuable  branch 
of  the  petitioners  commerGc,  and 
throw  it  into  the  hands  of  foreigners 
unfettered  with  thofe  heavy  embarrafT- 
ments.  That  their  lumber  and  pot- 
afh,  even  when  Ihipped  for  Ireland, 
^here  the  latter  is  fo  necefTary  for  the 
progrefs  of  their  linen  manufadlure, 
land  even  provifions,  though  intended 
to  relieve  that  kingdom  from  a  fa- 
mine, are  fubjeft  to  the  fame  dif- 
trefling  impediments;  nor  is  flax-feed 
pn  the  timely  importation  of  which 
the  very  exiftence  of  the  linen  manu- 
fafture  immediately  depends,  exempt- 
ed :  yet  both  flax-feed,  lumber,  and 
pot-afli,  may  all  be  imported  into 
Ireland  directly  from  the  Baltic,  where 
they  are  purchafed  from  foreigners 
under  the  national  difadvantage  of 
being  paid  for  with  money  inftead  of 
manufadiircs ;  the  petitioners,  there- 
fore, humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs 
their  hopss,  that  an  evil  fo  highly 
prejudicial  to  them,  to  the  ftaple  of 
IrCiand,  and  to  the  trade  and  manu- 
fadures  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
fail  of  obtaining  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  and  an  immediate  and  efi"ec- 
tual  redrefs.  The  petitioners  beg 
leave  further  to  reprefent,  that  the 
wines  from  the  iflands,  in  exchange 
for  wheat,  flour,  fiih  and  lumber, 
tvould  confiderably  augment  the  im- 
j)ortant  article  of  remittance,  was  the 
American  duty  withdrawn  on  expor- 
tation to  Great  Britain :  it  is  there- 
fore humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
whether  fuch  an  expedient,  calculated 
at  once  to  attach  the  inhabitants  to 
hufbandry,byencreafingtheconfump- 
tion  of  American  produce,  to  encour- 
age Britifh  manufa(Slures  by  enabling 
tiie  petitioners  to  make  good  their 
payments,  and  to  encreafe  the  royal 
revenue  by  an  adciiiional  import  of 
wines  into  Great  Britain,  will  not  be 
confident  with  the  united  interells 
both  of  the  mother  country  and  her 
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colonies.     The  petitioners  alfo  con- 
ceive that  the  North  American  fifhery 
is  of  the  higheft  national  importance, 
fince,  by  annually  employing  fo  great 
a  number  of  fliipping,  it  conftitutea 
a  refpedtable  nurfery  for  feamen,  and 
is  fo  advantageous  in  remittances  in 
payment   for    Britifh   manufaccures  ;. 
whence  the  petitioners  humbly  prer 
fume   it    will    be    cherifhed    by   the. 
Houfe,  and  every  impediment  removed 
that  tends  to  check  its  progrefs.   The 
enlarging  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  ad- 
miralty is  another  part  of  the  fourth 
of  his  Majelly's  reign,  very  grievous 
to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
colonies,  and  opprelfive  to  the  fub- 
jefts.     The  petitioners   beg  leave  to 
exprefs  their   vvarmeft  fentiments  of 
gratitude  for  the  advantages  intended 
by   parliament  in    the   opening   free 
ports  in  the  iflands  of  Jamaica  and 
Dominica;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  can- 
not but  lament  their  being  fo  unhappy 
as  to  be  unable  to  reap  the  benefits, 
which,  it  was  imagined,  would  flow 
from  fo  wife  a  policy.     The  collect- 
ing great  quantities  of  the  produce  of 
Martinico,  Guadaloupe,    &c.  at  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  would  be  of  real 
advantage  to  the  colonies,  were  they 
permitted  to  take  them  in  return  foe 
their  lumber  and  provifions ;   bat  as 
they  are  now  prohibited  from  taking, 
any  thing  but  melafTes,  the  petition- 
ers think  it   evident,  that   they  cai> 
derive  no  fubflantial  advantage  under 
fuch  a  reftraint,   and  are  unable  to 
difcern   the   principle  on  which   thai 
prohibition  is  founded  ;   for  lince  fu- 
gar  may   be  imported  direftly  from 
the  foreign  iilands,    it   feenis   much 
more  reafonable  to  fufier  it  from  a 
free  port  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 
The    petitioners,    therefore    humbly 
hope,  that  the  Houfe  will  think  ic 
equitable  to  adapt  this  trade  to  their 
circumltances,  by  granting  them  li- 
berty to  import  into  the  colonies  all 
Well  India  prod  unions,  in  exchange 
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for  ^hieir  commodities ;  and  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  petitioners,  with  the 

freateft  anxiety,  find  themfeJves  o- 
liged  to  inform  the  Houfe^  that  al- 
though, at  the  laft  fefibn,  the  neceiTi- 
ly  of  relieving  the  trade  of  thofe  coio- 
ries  feems  to  have  been  univeriaily 
admitted,  and  the  tender  regard  of 
parliament  for  their  happinefs  highly 
diiiinguiihed ;  neverthelefs,  experi- 
ence has  evinced,  that  the  commer- 
cial regulations  then  enafted,  inftead 
of  remedying,  have  encreafed  the  hea- 
vy burthen  under  which  it  already  la- 
boured. Hence,  upon  due  confidera- 
tion,  nothing  can  be  mere  manifeft, 
than  that  the  ability  of  thofe  colonies 
to  purchafe  the  manufadlures  of  Great 
Britain,  immediaiely  depends  upon, 
and  is  infeparably  connected  with  the 
progrefs  of  their  commerce  ;  and  that 
ability,  by  removing  the  necefHty  of 
home  manufaftures,  would  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  purfue  agriculture,  in 
which  their  interell:  coniifls.  The 
petitioners,  therefore,  pray  the  houfe 
to  take  the  above  into  ccnfideration, 
and  to  grant  fach  relief  therein  as 
iliall  be  thought  confiftent  with  good 
policy,  and  the  mutual  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  up- 
on the  table :  no  other  notice  was 
taken  of  it. 


^  Letter  to  Dmms  De  Berdt,   Efqi 

Agent  for  the  HcuJ'e  of  Reprcfcnta- 

ti'ves. 
Prc'uince  of  the  MaJ/achufeits-Bay, 
January  12,    1768. 

SI  R, 

Since  the  lail  fitting  cf  the  general 
court,  divers  ails  of  parliament  rela- 
ting to  the  colonies  have  arrived  here  : 
and  as  the  people  of  this  province 
had  no  fhare  in  the  fram.ing  thofe 
laws,  in  v/hich  they  are  fo  deeply 
interefted,  the  Houfe  of  R.eprefen- 
tatives,  who  are  conflitutionally  en- 
trufted  by  them  as  the  guardians 
cf  theijr  rights  and   liberties^    have 
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thought  it  their  indifpeilfable  duty 
carefully  to  perufe  them  ;  and  having 
fo  done,  to  point  out  fuch  matters  in 
them  as  appear  to  be  grievous  to  their 
conlHtuents,  and  to  feek  rcdrefs. 

The  fundamental  rules  of  the  con- 
ftitution  are  the  grand  fecurity  of  all 
Britifn  fabjefts ;  and  it  is  a  fecurity 
which  they  are  all  equally  entitled  to 
in  all  parts  of  his  Majefty's  extended 
dominions.  The  fupreme  legiilative, 
in  every  free  ftate,  derives  its  power 
from  the  conlHtution,  by  the  funda- 
mental rules  of  which  it  is  bounded 
and  circumfcribed.  As  a  legiflativ« 
power  is  eiientially  requi/ite,  wher» 
any  powers  of  government  are  exer- 
cifed,  it  is  conceived,  the  feveral  le- 
giflative  bodies  in  America  were  e- 
refted,  becaufe  their  exillence,  and 
the  free  exercife  of  their  power  v.'ith* 
in  their  feveral  limits,  are  elTentiallf 
important  and  neceffary,  to  preferve 
to  his  Majcrty's  fubjedls  in  America 
the  advantages  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  conilitution. 

When  v/e  mention  the  rights  of 
the  fubjesTis  in  America,  and  the  in- 
terefl  we  have  in  the  Britiih  conilitu-^ 
tion,  in  common  with  all  other  Bri- 
tiih fubjeds,  'we  cannot  juilly  be  fuf- 
pefted  of  the  moft  diftant  thought  of 
an  independency  on  Great  Britain. 
Some,  we  know,  have  imagined 
this  of  the  colonifts;  and  others  may 
perhaps  have  induftriouily  propagated 
it,  to  raife  groundlefs  and  unreafcn- 
able  jealoufies  of  them  :  but  it  is  fo 
far  from  the  truth,  that  we  apprehend 
the  colonies  would  refufe  it  if  offered 
to  them,  and  would  even  deem  it  the 
greateft  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to 
accept  it.  They  are  far  from  being 
infeniible  of  their  happinefs  in  being 
connected  with  the  mother  country, 
and  of  the  mutual  benefits  derived 
from  it  to  both  :  it  is  therefore  the  in- 
dilpenfible  duty  of  all,  to  cultivate 
and  eftablilii  a  mutual  harmony,  and 
to  promote  the  intercourfc  of  good  of- 
fices 
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fices  betwee  them :  and  while  both 
have  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
of  our  happy  conlHtution,  there  will 
be  no  grounds  of  envy  and  difcontent 
in  the  one,  nor  of  jealoufy  and  mif- 
trull  in  the  other. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britilh  conftl- 
tution,  that  it  hath  its  foundation  in 
the  law  of  God  and  nature :  It  is  an 
^fiential  natural  right,  that  a  man 
lUall  quietly  enjoy,  and  have  the  fole 
difpofal  of  his  own  property  :  this  right 
is  adopted  into  the  conftitution :  this 
natural  and  conllitutional  right  is  fo 
familiar  to  the  American  fubjeds, 
that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  poffible, 
to  convince  them,  that  any  necefTity 
can  render  it  juft,  equitable,  and  rea- 
sonable, in  the  nature  of  things,  that 
the  parliament  fhould  impole  duties, 
iubfidies,  talliages,  and  taxes,  upon 
them,  internal  or  external,  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue.  The 
reafon  is  obvious ;  becaufe  they  can- 
not be  reprefented,  and  therefore 
their  confent  cannot  be  conllitutional- 
ly  had  in  parliament. 

When  the  parliament,  foon  after 
the  repeal  of  the  Ilamp-aft,  thought 
proper  to  pafs  another  aft,  declaring 
the  authority,  power,  and  right  of 
parliament  to  make  laws  that  iliould 
be  binding  on  the  colonies  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  it  is  probable,  that  afts  for 
levying  taxes  on  the  colonies,  exter- 
nal and  internal,  were  included  :  for 
the  ad  made  the  lalt  year,  im- 
pofmg  duties  on  paper,  glafs,  &c.  as 
well  as  the  fugar-ads  and  the  ftamp- 
a£t,  are,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
in  form  as  well  as  in  fubllance,  as 
much  revenue  ads  as  thofe  for  the 
land-tax,  cuilonis  and  excifes  in  Eng- 
land. The  neccffity  of  elhiblifhing 
a  revenue  in  America  is  expreis- 
ly  mentioned  in  the  preambles :  ihey 
were  originated  in  the  honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  all  other  mo- 
ney and  revenue  bills  are;  and  the 
property  of  thp  colonics,  with  ^he 


G   U   M   E   N   T   S. 

fame  form,  ceremony  and  expreflionc 
of  loyalty  and  duty,  is  thereby  given 
and  granted  to  his  Majefty,  as  they 
ufually  give  and  grant  their  own.  But 
we  humbly  conceive  that  objedions  to 
ads  of  this  kind  may  be  fafely,  if 
decently  made,  if  they  are  of  dan- 
gerous tendency  in  point  of  com- 
merce, policy,  and  the  true  and  real 
interefl  of  the  whole  empire.  It  may, 
and  if  it  can,  it  ought  to  be  made  to 
appear,  that  fuch  a61:s  are  grievous  to 
the  fubjed,  burthenfome  to  trade, 
ruinous  to  the  nation,  and  tending 
on  the  whole  to  injure  the  revenue  of 
the  crown.  And  furely,  if  fuch  migh- 
ty inconveniencies,  evils  and  mifchiefs 
can  be  pointed  out  with  decency  and 
perfpicuity,  there  will  be  the  higheft 
reafon  not  only  to  hope  for,  but 
fully  to  exped  redrefs. 

It  is  obfervabie,  that  though  many 
have  difregarded  life  and  contemned 
liberty,  yet  there  are  few  men  who 
do  not  agree  that  property  is  a  valu- 
able acquifition,  which  ought  to  be 
held  facred.  Many  have  fought,  and 
bled,  and  died  for  this,  who  have 
been  infenfible  to  all  other  obligati- 
ons. Thofe  who  ridicule  the  ideas  of 
right  and  juftice,  faith  and  truth  a- 
mong  men,  will  put  a  high  value  up- 
on m.oney  :  property  is  admitted  to 
have  an  exifience  even  in  the  favage 
ftate  of  nature  :  the  bow,  the  arrow, 
and  the  tomahawk  :  the  hunting  and 
the  iifliing  ground,  are  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty as  important  to  an  American 
favage,  as  pearls,  rubies  and  dia- 
monds are  to  the  Mogul  or  a  Nabob 
in  the  Eali,  or  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  mefluages,  gold  and 
filver  of  the  Europeans.  And  if  pro- 
perty is  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of 
flivage  life,  it  is  by  no  means  lefs  fo 
in  civil  fociety.  The  Utopian  fchemes 
of  levelling,  and  a  community  of 
goods,  are  as  vifionary  and  impradi- 

as  thofe  which  veil  all  proper,. 

the  aown,  ai?  ai-bitrary,  de- 
fpotick,J 


cable, 
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fpotick,  and  in  our  government  un~ 
Confcitutional.  Nov/,  what  property 
can  the  colonifts  be  conceived  to  Have, 
if  their  money  may  be  gianti.d  away 
by  others  without  their  ccnfent  ?  This 
moft  certainly  is  the  prelent  cafe  :  for 
they  v.'ere  in  no  feme  repreiented  in 
parliament  when  this  adt  for  raiiing  a 
revenue  in  America  was  made.  I'he 
iUmp-ad  was  grievouHy  complained 
of  by  all  the  colonies :  and  is  there 
any  real  difference  between  this  and  the 
ftamp-acl  ?  They  were  both  defigned 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  Am.erica,  and  in 
the  fame  manner^  viz.  by  duties  on 
certain  commodities  :  the  payment  of 
the  duties  impoled  by  the  itamp-ad 
might  have  been  eluded  by  a  total  dif- 
ufe  of  the  llampcd  paper ;  and  fo  may 
the  payment  of  thefe  duties,  by  the 
total  diluie  of  the  articles  on  which 
they  are  laid :  but  in  neither  cafe 
without  difhculty.  Therefore  the  fub- 
jefts  here  are  reduced  to  the  hard  al- 
ternative, either  of  being  obliged  to- 
tally to  difufe  articles  of  the  greateft 
necellity  in  common  life,  or  to  pay  a 
tax  without  their  confent. 

The  fecurity  of  right  and  property 
is  the  great  end  of  government :  fure- 
ly  then,  fuch  meafures  as  tend  to  ren- 
der right  and  property  precarious, 
tend  to  deilroy  both  property  and  go- 
vernment; for  thefe  muit  itand  and 
fall  together.  It  would  be  difficult,  if 
poffible,  to  ihew,  that  the  prcfent 
plan  of  taxing  the  colonies  is  more  fa- 
vourable to  them,  than  that  put  in 
uie  here  before  the  revolution.  It 
leem.s,  by  tlie  event,  that  our  an- 
ceiiors  were  in  one  refi^eft,  not  in  fo 
melancholy  a  fituation  as  v/e  their  po- 
Herity  are.  In  thofe  times,  the 
crown  and  the  minifters  of  the  crown, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  par- 
liament, dernolifhed  charters,  and  le- 
vied taxes  on  the  colonies  at  pleaiure. 
Governor  Androfs,  in  the  time  of 
James  the  fecond,  declared,  that 
wherever  an  Englifliman  fets  his  foot, 
all  he  hath  is  the  king's ;  and  Dudley 
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declared  at  the  council  board,  and  e- 
ven  on  the  facred  feat  of  juitice,  that 
the  privilege  of  Englilhmen,  not  to 
be  taxed  without  their  confent,  and 
the  lav/s  of  England,  would  not  follow 
them  to  th3  ends  of  the  earth.  It 
was  alfo,  in  thofe  days,  declared  ia 
council,  that  the  king's  fubjeds  in 
New-England  did  not  differ  much 
from  (laves ;  and  that  the  only  dif- 
ference was,  that  tliey  were  not 
bought  and  fold  :  but  there  was,  even, 
in  thofe  times,  an  excellent  Attorney- 
Genera],  Sir  William  Jones,  who 
was  of  another  mind ;  and  told  King 
Jam.es,  that  he  could  no  more  grant 
a  commiffion  to  levy  money  on  his 
fubjeds  in  Jamaica,  though  a  con- 
quered ifland,  without  their  confent 
by  an  affembly,  than  they  could  dif- 
charge  themfelves  from  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  Englifh  crown.  But  the 
misfortune  of  the  colonilts  at  prefent 
is,  that  they  are  taxed  by  parliament 
without  their  confent :  this,  while  the 
parliament  continues  refolved  to  tax 
us,  will  ever  render  our  cafe,  in  one 
refped,  more  deplorable  and  remedi- 
lefs,  under  the  belt  of  kings,  than 
that  of  our  anceftors  was,  under  the 
worll.  They  found  relief  by  the  inter- 
poiition  of  parliament :  but  by  the  in- 
tervention of  that  very  power,  we  are 
taxed,  and  can  appeal  for  relief  from 
their  linal  decifion  to  no  power  on 
earth  ;  for  there  is  no  power  on  earth 
above  them. 

The  original  contrad  between  the 
King  and  the  firft  planters  here,  was 
a  royal  promife  in  behalf  of  the  na- 
tion, and  which  till  very  lately  it  was 
never  quellioned  but  the  King  had  a 
power  to  make  ;  namely,  that  if  the 
adventurers  would,  at  their  own  coft 
and  charge,  and  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  and  every  thing  dear  to 
them,  purchaie  a  new  world,  fubdue 
a  wildernef?,  and  thereby  enlarge  the 
king's  dominions,  they  and  'heir  po- 
fterity  Ihould  enjoy  fuch  rights  and 
privileges  as  in  their  refpedive  char- 
^  ter9 
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ters  are  expreffed  ;  which  are  m  gene- 
ral all  the  rights,  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges of  his  Majefty's  natural  born 
fubjedts  within  the  realm.  The  prin- 
cipal privilege  implied,  and  in  lome 
of  their  charters  exprefled,  is  a  free- 
dom from  all  taxes  but  fuch  as  they 
fhall  confent  to  in  perfon,  or  by  re- 
prefentatives  of  their  own  free  choice 
and  election.  The  late  king  James 
broke  the  original  contradl  of  the  fet- 
tlement  and  government  of  thefe  co- 
lonies :  but  it  proved  happy  for  our 
anceflors  in  the  end  that  he  had  alfo 
broken  the  original  compaft  with  his 
three  kingdoms.  This  left  them  foine 
gleam  of  hope  :  this  very  thing,  final- 
ly, was  the  caufe  of  deliverance  to  the 
nation  and  the  colonies,  nearly  at  the 
fame  time  :  it  was  the  parliament,  the 
fupreme  legiflative  and  coniHtutional 
check  on  the  fupreme  executive,  that 
in  time  operated  effects  worthy  of  it- 
felf:  the  nation  and  her  colonies  have 
fince  been  happy,  and  our  princes 
patriot  kings.  The  law  and  reafon 
teaches  that  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong;  and  that  neither  king  nor 
parliament  are  otherwife  inclined  than 
to  juftice,  equity  and  truth  :  but  the 
law  does  not  prefume  that  the  King 
may  not  be  deceived,  nor  that  the 
parliament  may  not  be  mifmformed  : 
if  therefore  any  thing  is  wrong,  it 
muft  be  imputed  to  fuch  caufes :  how 
far  fuch  caufes  have  taken  place  and 
operated  again il  the  colonies,  is  hum- 
bly fubmiited  to  the  revifion  and  re- 
confideration  of  all. 

By  the  common  law,  the  colonlils 
are  adjudged  to  be  natural-born  fub- 
jefts  !  So  they  are  declared  by  royal 
charter ;  and  they  are  fo,  by  the  fpirit 
of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations :  no 
jurift,  who  has  ihe  leall  regard  to  his 
reputaiioa  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
v^'ill  deny  that  they  are  entitled  to  all 
the  efTc a tial  rights,  liberties,  privileges 
and  immunitic^of  his  Majefty's  natu- 
ral fjhjedls,  born  within  the  realm. 
The  cu;iJren  of  nis  Majefty's  natural 
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born  fubjecls,  born  paffing  and  repa^- 
fmg  the  feas,  have  by  fundry  a6ls  of 
parliament,  from  Edward  the  third  to 
this  time,  been  declared  natural-born 
fuhjedls :  and  even  foreigners,  refiding 
a  certain  time  in  the  colonies,  are  by 
a£ls  of  parliament  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  naturaj-born 
fubjeds.  And  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  ad  of  13  Geo.  II.  chap.  7.  pre- 
fuppofes  that  the  colonics  are  natural- 
born  fubjeds ;  and  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileg~s  of  fuch  ;  as 
appears  by  the  preamble,  v/hich  wd 
fhali  now  recite :  *^  Whereas  the  in- 
creafe  of  people  is  a  means  of  ad- 
vancin:^  the  wealth  and  ftrenp-th  of 
any  nation  or  country  :  and  whereas 
many  foreigners  and  Itrangers,  from 
the  ^enity  of  our  government  and  pu- 
rity of  our  religion,  the  benefit  of  our 
laws,  the  advantages  of  oar  trade,  and 
the  fecurity  of  our  property,  might  be 
induced  to  come  and  {etcle  in  fome  of 
his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  if 
they  were  made  partakers  of  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  which  natural- 
born  fubjeds  of  this  realm  do  enjoy  :  ** 
which  plainly  fhows  it  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  nation  that  the  colonies  were 
entitled  to,  and  did  adually  enjoy  the 
advantages  and  privileges  of  natural- 
born  fubjeds.  But  if  it  could  be  ad- 
mitted as  clearly  confiftent  with  the  con- 
flitution,  for  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  to  tax  the  property  of  the  co- 
lonies, we  prefjme,  it  can  be  made 
to  appear  to  be  utterly  inconfiflent 
with  the  rules  of  equity  that  they 
ihould,  at  ieaft  at  prefent.  It  muft 
be  confidered,  that  by  ads  of  parlia- 
ment, the  colonies  arr-  prohibited  from 
importing  commodities  of  the  growth 
or  manufadure  of  Europe,  except  from 
Great- Britain,  faving  a  fe.v  arricles. 
This  gives  the  advaniag'  fo  Great- 
Britain  of  railing  th^-  price  oi  her 
commoditie;,  and  is  •••{*ji1  to  a  tax. 
It  it>  too  obvit)us  to  be  J>,abved,  that 
by  tiie  extraordinary  d:nn,'vius,  from 
tne  colcnie.-,  of  t  iC-  maiiufadures  of 
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Britain,  occafioned  by  this  policy,  fhe 
reaps  an  advantage  of  at  leafl  twenty 
per' cent,  in  the  price  of  them,  be- 
yond what  the  colonies  might  purchafe 
them  for  at  foreign  markets :  the  lofs 
therefore  to  the  colonifts  is  equal  to 
the  gain  which  is  made  in  Britain. 
This  in  reality  is  a  tax,  though  not  a 
diretl  one  :  and  admitting,  that  they 
take  annually  from  Great-Britain 
manufactures  to  the  value  of  two  mil- 
lions fteriing,  as  is  generally  fuppo- 
fed,  they  then  pay  an  annual  tax  of 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be- 
iides  the  taxes  which  are  direftly  paid 
pn  thofe  manufadlures  in  England. 
The  fame  reafoning  will  hold  good 
with  refped  to  the  many  enumerated 
articles  of  their  produce,  which  the 
colonies  are  reftrained  by  aft  of  par- 
liament from  fending  to  any  foreign 
port :  by  this  rellraint,  the  market  is 
glutted,  and-  confequently  the  pro- 
duce fold,  is  cheaper;  which  is  an 
advantage  to  Great-Britain,  and  an 
equal  lofs  to,  or  tax  upon  the  colonifts. 
Is  it  reafonable,  then,  that  the  colo- 
nies ihould  be  taxed  on  the  Britifh 
commodities  here  ?  efpecially  when  it 
is  confidered,  that  the  moll  of  them 
fettled  a  v/ildernefs,  and  till  very 
Jately  defended  their  fettlements  with- 
out a  farthing's  expence  to  the  na- 
tion. They  bore  their  full  portion  of 
the  charges  of  fecuring  and  main- 
taining hisMajefty's  rights  in  Ameri- 
ca, in  every  war  from  their  firft  fet- 
tlement,  without  any  ccnfideration ; 
for  the  grants  of  parliament  in  the 
laft  war  were  compenfations  for  an 
overplus  of  expence  on  their  part : 
many  of  them,  and  this  province  in 
particular,  have  always  maintained 
their  own  frontiers  at  their  own  ex- 
pence;  and  have  alfo  frequently  der 
fended  his  Majefty's  garrilbn  at  An- 
napolis, .when  it  mud  otherwife  have 
been  unavoidably  lou.  The  nation,  in 
the  late  war,  acquired  lands  equal  in 
y^lue  to  all  the  expence  fae  has  been 
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at  m  America,  from  its  fettlement  ; 
while  the  trade  of  the  colonies  has 
been  only  "  fecured  and  refa-ifted  :  " 
it  has  not  been  enlarged,  though  new 
avenues  of  beneficial  commerce  have 
been  opened  to  the  mother  country. 
The  colonies  have  reaped  no  lliare  in 
the  lands  which  they  helped  to  con- 
quer, while  millions  of  acres  of  thofe 
very  lands  have  been  granted,  and 
ftill  are  granting  to  people,  who,  in 
all  probability,  will  never  fee,  if  they 
fettle,  them. 

The  appropriation  of  the  monies 
to  arife  by  thefe  duties  is  an  objedion 
of  great  weight.  It  is  in  the  iirft 
place,  to  be  applied  for  the  payment 
of  theneceiTary  charges  of  the  adrai- 
niftration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupport 
of  civil  government  in  fuch  colonies 
where  it  fhall  be  judged  necelTary. 
This  houfe  apprehend,  it  would  be 
grievous  and  of  dangerous  tendency, 
if  the  crown  fhould  not  only  appoint 
governors  over  the  feveral  colonies, 
but  allow  them  fuch  ftlpends  as  it 
fhall  judge  proper,  at  the  expence  of 
the  people  and  without  their  confent. 
Such  a  power  under  a  corrupt  admi- 
niftration,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would 
introduce  an  abfolute  government  in 
America;  at  beft  it  would  leave  the 
people  in  a  Hate  of  utter  uncertainty 
of  their  fecuritv,  which  is  far  from 
being  a  ftate  of  civil  liberty.  The 
judges  in  the  feveral  colonies  do  not 
hold  their  commifTions  during  good 
behaviour ;  if  then  they  are  to  have 
falaries  independent  of  the  people, 
how  eaA'  will  it  be  for  a  corrupt  go- 
vernor to  have  a  fet  of  judges  to  his 
mind,  to  deprive  a  bench  of  juftice  of 
its  glory,,  and  the  people  of  their  fe- 
curity.  If  the  judges  of  England 
have  independent  livings,  it  muft  be 
remembered,  that  the  tenure  of  their 
ccmmiffion  is  durin 
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g  good  behaviour, 
rd  to  the  people : 
and  befides,  they  are  near  the  throne, 
the   fountain   of  right   and  juftice  : 
^  2  whereas 
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whereas  American  judges,  as  well  as 
governors,  are  at  a  diitance  from  it : 
moreover,  it  is  worth  particular  no- 
tice, that  in  all  difputes  between 
power  and  liberty  in  America,  there 
is  danger  that  the  greateft  credit  will 
always  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  who  are  the  men  in  power. 
This  we  have  fometimes  found  by  ex- 
perience ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  the  nation  will  fall  into  fome 
dangerous  miftake,  if  flie  has  not  al- 
ready, by  too  great  attention  to  the 
reprefentations  of  particular  perfons, 
and  a  difregard  to  others. 

But  the  refidue  of  thefe  monies  is 
to  be  applied  by  parliament,  from 
time  to  time,  for  defending,  pro- 
tecting and  fecuring  the  colonies.  If 
the  government  at  home  is  apprehen- 
five  that  the  colonifts  will  be  back- 
ward in  defending  themfelves  and  fe- 
curing his  Majefty's  territories  in 
America,  it  mull  have  been  egregiouf- 
ly  mifinformed.  We  need  look  back 
no  further  than  the  laft  war  for  evi- 
dence of  a  contrary  difpcfition  :  they 
always  difcovered  the  moft  chearful 
compliance  with  his  Majefty's  requi- 
fitions  of  men  and  money  for  this 
purpofe.  They  were  then  treated  as 
free  Britifh  fubjedts,  and  never  failed 
to  grant  aid  to  his  Majefty  of  their 
own  free  accord,  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability,  and  even  beyond  it ;  of 
which,  the  parliament  were  then  fo 
fenfible,  that  they  made  them  grants, 
from  year  to  year,  by  w  ay  of  com- 
penfadon  for  extra  fervices.  It  is  not 
at  all  to  be  doubted,  but  if  they  are 
flill  confidered  upon  the  footing  of 
dubjefts,  they  will  always  difcovcr  the 
fame  difpofition  to  exert  themfelves 
for  his  Majefty's  fervice  and  their 
own  defence ;  which  renders  a  land- 
ing army  in  the  colonies  a  necdiefs 
cxpence.  Or,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
there  may  be  fome  neceffity  for  tliein 
in  the  conquered  province  of  Canada, 
where  the  excrcife  of  the  Romifii  re- 
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ligion,  fo  deftruclive  to  civil  fociety, 
is  allowed,  furely  there  can  be  no 
need  of  them  in  the  bov/els  of  the 
old  colonics,  and  even  in  cities  where 
there  is  not  the  leaft  danger  of  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  and  where  the  inhabi- 
tants are  as  ftrongly  attached  to  his 
Majefty's  perfon,  family  and  govern- 
ment, as  in  Great  Britain  itfelf. 
There  is  an  Englifh  afrcclion  in  the 
colonifts  towards  the  mother  country, 
Vv'hich  will  for  ever  keep  them  con- 
nected with  her,  to  every  valuable 
purpofe,  unlefs  it  fhall  be  erafed  by 
repeated  unkind  ufage  on  her  part : 
as  Englilhmen,  as  well  as  Britifli  fub- 
jeds,  they  have  an  averfion  to  an  un- 
neceftary  ftanding  arir.y,  which  they 
look  upon  as  dangerous  to  their  civil 
liberties ;  and  confidering  the  exam- 
ples of  ancient  times,  it  feems  a  little 
furprizing,  that  a  mother  ftate  fhould 
truft  large  bodies  of  mercenary  troops 
in  her  colonies,  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
from  her,  left,  in  procefs  of  time, 
when  the  fpirits  of  the  people  fhall 
be  depreiTed  by  the  mJlifary  power, 
another  C^efar  fiiould  arife  and  ufurp 
the  authority  of  his  mafter. 

The  aft  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
appoint  ccmmiliioners  of  the  cuftoms 
to  refide  in  America,  has  alfo  been 
read  in  the  houfe.  It  declares  an 
intention  to  facilitate  the  trade  of 
America,  of  which  v/e  cannot  have 
any  great  hopes  from  the  tenor  of  the 
commilTion.  In  general,  innovations 
are  dangerous:  the  unneceiTary  in- 
creafe  of  crown  officers  is  moft  cer- 
tainly fo.  Thcfe  gentlemen  are  au- 
thorized to  appoint  as  many  as  they 
fliall  think  proper,  without  litnita- 
tion  :  this  will  probably  be  attended 
with  unuefirable  eftedls:  an  hoft  of 
pcnfioners,  by  the  arts  they  may  ufe, 
may  in  time  become  as  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people  as  an  army  , 
of  foidiers  ;  for  there  is  a  way  O'""  fub-  ■ 
daing  a  people  by  art  as  well  as  by 
arms  :  wc  are  happy  and  isiie  under 
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his  prefent  Majefty's  mild  and  gra- 
cious admin iilration  ;  but  the  time 
may  come,  when  the  united  body  of 
penfioners  and  Ibldiers  may  ruin  the 
liberties  of  America.  The  trade  ef 
the  colonies,  we  apprehend,  may  be 
as  eafily  carried  on,  and  the  acls  of 
trade  as  duly  enforced  without  this 
commilTion ;  and  if  foy  it  m.uft  be  a 
very  reedlefs  expence,  at  a  ti:Tie  when 
the  nation  and  her  colonies  are  groan- 
ing under  debts  contracted  in  the  late 
war,  and  how  far  diilant  another  may 
be,  God  only  knows. 

There  is  another  a6l  which  this 
houfe  apprehend  mull  be  alarming  to 
all  the  colonies ;  which  is  the  ad  for 
fufpending  the  legiflative  power  of 
the  affembly  of  New-York  on  a  cer- 
tain condition.  A  legiflative  body 
without  the  free  exercife  of  the  pow- 
ders of  legifiation  is  to  us  incompre- 
henfible :  there  can  be  no  material 
<lifference  between  fuch  a  legiflative 
and  none  at  all.  It  cannot  be  faid 
that  the  afTembly  of  New  York  hath 
the  free  exercih  of  legiflative  power, 
while  their  very  exiftence  is  fufpended 
upon  their  afting  in  conformity  to 
the  will  of  another  body.  Such  a  re- 
fcridion  throughout  the  colonies  would 
be  a  fliort  and  eafy  method  of  an- 
nihilating the  legiflative  powers  in 
Amc^rica,  and  by  confequence,  of  de- 
priving the  people  of  a  fundamental 
right  of  the  confiitution,  namely,  that 
every  man  fliall  be  prefent  in  the  body 
which  legiflates  for  him. 

It  may  not  be  araifs  to  conlider  the 
t  :ndeRcy  of  a  fufpenfion  of  colony  le- 
giflation  for  non-compliance  with  afts 
of  parliament  requiring  a  provincial 
alfembly  to  give  and  grant  away  their 
own  and  their  conftituent's  money  for 
the  fupport  of  a  {landing  army.  We 
cannot  but  think  it  hard  enough  to 
have  our  property  granted  away  with- 
put  our  con  fen  t :  without  being  order- 
ed to  deal  it  out  ourfelves,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  VaQ  mutiny  a6l.     It  mull  be 
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fufRciently  humiliating  to  part  with 
our  property  in  either  of  thofe  ways, 
much  more  in  both ;  whereby,  a-s 
loyal  fubjedls  as  any  under  his  Ma- 
jelly's  government,  and  as  true  lovers 
of  their  country  as  any  people  what- 
ever, are  deprived  of  the  honour  and 
m.erit  of  voluntarily  contributing  to 
the  fervice  of  both.  What  is  the 
plain  language  of  fuch  a  fufpenfion? 
We  can  difcover  no  more  nor  lefs  in 
it  than  this;  if  the  American  aiTem- 
blies  refufe  to  grant  as  much  of  their 
own  and  their  conilituents  money,  as 
/hall  from  time  to  time  be  enjoined 
and  prefcrib-d'by  the  parliament,  be- 
fides  what  the  parliament  diredlly 
taxes  them,  they  fliall  no  longer  have 
any  legiflative  authority;  but  if  they 
comply  with  what  is  prefcribed,  they 
may  ilill  be  allowed  to  legiflate  under 
their  charter  rcilridions.  Does  not 
political  death  and  annihilation  flare 
us  in  the  face  as  ftrongly  on  one  fuo- 
pofltion  as  the  other  ?  Equally  in  caYe 
of  compliance  as  of  non-compliance. 
But  let  us  fuppof:?,  for  a  moment, 
a  feries  of  events  taking  place,  the 
mofl:  favourable  in  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  are  fo  fond  of  thefe  new 
regulations :  that  all  difficulties  and 
fcruples  of  confcience  were  removed, 
and  that  every  reprefentativs  in  Ame- 
rica fnould  acknowledge  a  jafl:  and 
equitable  right  in  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain  to  make  an  unlimited 
grant  of  his  and  his  conilituents  pro- 
perty :  that  they  have  a  clear  right  to 
invefl  the  crown  with  all  the  lands  in 
the  colonies,  as  efl^edlually  as  if  they 
had  been  forfeited ;  would  it  be  pof- 
fible  for  them  to  conciliate  their  con- 
flituents  to  flich  meafures  ?  Would 
not  the  attempt  fuddenly  cut  afunder 
all  confidence  and  communication  be- 
tween the  reprefentative  body  and  the 
people  ?  What  then  would  be  the 
confequence  ?  Could  any  thing  be 
reafonably  expeiR:ed  but  difcontent, 
defpair,  and  rage  again  it  their  repre- 
fentatives. 
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ientatlves,  on  the  fide  of  the  people, 
and  on  the  part  of  government,  the 
rigorous  exertion  of  civil  and  military 
power?  The  confufion  and  mifery 
after  fuch  a  fatal  crifis  cannot  be  con- 
ceived, much  lefs  defcribed. 

The  prefent  regulations  and  pro- 
ceedings, with  rcfpefl  to  the  colonies, 
we  apprehend  to  be  oppofite  to  every 
principle  of  good  and  found  policy. 
A  {landing  army,  in  the  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  is  naturally  produdive 
of  uneafmefs  and  difcontent  among 
the  people  :  and  yet  the  colonies,  by 
the  mutiny  a£l,  are  ordered  and  di- 
rc£led  to  provide  certain  enumerated 
articles :  and  the  pains  and  penalties 
in  cafe  of  non-compliance  are  evident 
in  the  precedent  of  New-York.  It 
alfo  appears  that  revenue  officers  are 
multiplying  in  the  colonies  with  vaft 
powers  :  the  board  of  commiffioners 
lately  appointed  to  refide  here,  have 
ample  difcretionary  powers  given 
idiem  to  make  what  appointments 
they  pleafe,  and  to  pay  the  appoin- 
tees what  fums  they  p'.eafe  :  the  ef- 
sablifhment  of  a  proteftant  epifcopate 
in  America  is  alfo  very  zealouHy  con- 
tended for :  and  it  is  very  alarming 
to  a  people,  whofe  fathers,  from  the 
£.ardfliips  they  fuffered  under  fuch  an 
cfcablilliment,  were  obliged  to  fly  their 
native  country  into  a  wildernefs,  in 
order  peaceably  to  enjoy  their  privi- 
leges, civil  and  religious :  their  being 
threatened  with  the  lofs  of  both  at 
once,  mull  throw  them  into  a  very 
difagreeable  fituation.  We  hope  in 
God  fuch  an  efiablifhment  will  never 
take  place  in  America,  and  we  defire 
you  will  Hrenuoufly  oppofe  it.  The 
rrvcnue  raifed  in  America,  for  ought 
we  can  tell,  may  be  as  conflitution- 
ally  applied  towards  the  fupport  of 
prelacy  as  of  foldiers  and  penfioners : 
if  tl^c  property  of  the  fubjedl:  is  taken 
fi-om  him  vvithout  his  confent,  it  is 
immaterial,  whether  it  be  done  by 
one  man  or  five  liundred;  or  wiiether 


it  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  eccle» 
fiallic  or  military  power,  or  both.  It 
may  be  well  worth  the  connderation 
of  the  bell  politician  in  Great-Britain 
or  America,  what  the  natural  tenden- 
cy is  of  a  vigorous  purfait  of  thefe 
meafures.  We  are  not  infenfible  that 
fome  eminent  men,  on  both  fides  the 
water,  are  lefs  friendly  to  American 
charters  and  affemblies  than  could 
be  wifhed :  it  feems  to  be  growing 
fifhionable,  to  treat  them  in  com- 
mon converfation,  as  well  as  in  po- 
pular publications,  with  contempt : 
but  if  we  look  back  a  few  reigns,  we 
^all  find  that  even  the  auguft  affemr 
bly,  the  parliament,  was  in  every  re- 
fpe£l  the  objeft  of  a  courtier*s  re- 
proach :  it  was  even  an  aphorifni 
with  K.ing  James  I.  that  the  Lords 
and  Commons  were  two  very  bad  co- 
partners with  a  inonarch ;  and  he  and 
his  fucceiTors  broke  the  copartnerfhip 
as  fail  as  poliible.  It  is  certainly  un- 
natural for  a  Britifh  politician  to  ex- 
pert, that  ever  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive of  the  nation  can  long  exill,  af- 
ter the  fupreme  legiHative  ihall  be 
deprefied  and  dellroyed,  which  may- 
God  forbid.  If  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive cannot  exiH  long  in  Britain,  with- 
out the  fupport  of  the  fupreme  legif- 
lative,  it  ihould  feem  very  reafonable, 
in  order  to  fupport  the  fame  fupreme 
executive,'  at  the  dillance  of  a  thou- 
fand  tranfinarine  leagues  from  the 
metropolis,  there  fliould  be,  in  fo  re- 
mote dominions,  a  free  legiflative, 
within  their  cliarter  limitations,  as 
well  as  an  entirely  free  repr^'fentative 
of  the  fupreme  executive  of  hi»  Ma- 
jelly,  in  the  perfons  of  governors, 
judges,  juiUces,  and  other  executive 
officers ;  ctherwife  llrange  elFefts  are 
to  be  apprehended.  For  the  laws  of 
God  and  nature  are  invariable  :  a  po- 
litician may  apply  or  mifapply  thefe 
to  a  multiplicity  of  purpoles,  good 
or  bad ;  but  thefe  laws  were  never 
made  for  politicians  to  alter.    Should 
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the  time  ever  come,  when  the  legifla- 
tive  afTemblies  of  North  America  iliall 
be  dilFoIved  and  annihilated,  no  more 
to  exift  again,  a  ilrange  political  phe- 
nomenon will  probably  appear.  All 
lav/s  both  of  police  and  revenue  muil 
then  be  made  by  a  legiilative  at  fuch 
a  diftance,  that  without  immediate 
infpiration,  the  local  and  other  cir- 
cumilances  of  the  governed  cannot 
poflibly  be  known  to  thofe  who  give 
and  grant  to  the  crown,  what  part  of 
the  property  of  their  fellow- (ubjeds 
they  pleafe.  There  will  then  be  no 
aflembiies  to  fapport  the  execution  of 
fuch  laws :  and  indeed,  while  exifting, 
by  what  rule  of  law  or  reafon  are  the 
members  pf  the  colony-affem.blies  ex- 
ecutive officers  ?  They  have,  as  rfi- 
prefentatives,  no  commillion  but  from 
their  conitituents :  and  it  mii'l  be  dif- 
ficult to  ihow,  why  they  are  more 
obliged  to  execute  acts  ct  parliament 
than  fuch  of  their  conftitiients  as  hold 
no  CG'.nmifiions  from  the  crown.  The 
mcft  that  can  be  expedled  from  either, 
is  fubmiiiion  to  sets  of  parliament; 
or  to  aid  the  oihcers  as  individuals, 
or  part  of  the  po-Te  comitatus  if  re- 
quired. It  would  feem  Itrange  to  call 
on  the  reprefenrative,  in  any  other 
v/ay,  to  execute  laws  againll:  their 
confiituents  and  themfelves,  which 
both  have  been  To  far  from  confen ting- 
to,  that  neither  were  confulted  in 
frami'.ig  them.  Yet  it  v/as  obje6led 
by  fom.e  to  the  Am^erican  affemblies, 
that  they  negleded  to  execute  the  ftamp 
aft:  and  that  their  reibives  tended  to 
raife  commotions ;  which  certainly 
was  net  the  cafe  here  :  for  all  the  dif- 
orders  in  Bofton,  in  which  any  damage 
was  dene  to  property,  happened  long 
before  the  reibives  of  the  houfj  of  re- 
prefentatives  here  v/ere  paifcd. 

We  have  reaf:  n  to  believe^,  that  the 
nation  has  been  grofsly  miiinformted 
with  refped  to  the  temper  and  be- 
haviour of  the  co'oniils,  and  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  fom.e  men  will  not 
ceafe  tofow  the  feeds  of  jealoury  and 
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difcord,  till  they  ihall  have  done  irre- 
parable mifchief.  You  will  do  a  fin- 
giilar  fervice  to  both  countries,  if 
pofiible,  in  detofting  them.  In  the 
mean  time,  we  defire  you  would  make 
known  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  the 
fentiments  of  this  hoiife  contained  in 
this  letter,  and  implore  a  favourable 
confideration  of  America. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Jgreeahle  to  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Re^ 
prefs7itatl-ves  of  Mafachufett^s-Bay, 
the  follo-jAng  Petition  to  the  Kino- 
nvas  figmd  by  the  Speaker ,   by  their 
order  of  the  20th  Jan.  1768. 
^n  humble  Petition  to  the  Kiyig' s  mof 
Excellent  Majefy. 
Mnjr  Gracious  So-uereign, 
YourMrjefty's  faithful  fnbjefts,  the 
reprefentatives  of  your  province  of  the 
Mallachufetts-B'ay,  with  the  warm.eft 
fentiments  oi  loyalty,  duty,  and  af- 
'  fedion,    beg  leave   to   approach   the 
throne,  and  to  Iny  at  your  Majefty's 
feet   the'r  humble  fupplicaticns,    in 
behalf  of  your  diilrelTed  fubjeds   the 
people  of  the  province. 

Our  ancellors,  the  firfl:  fettlers  of 
this  country,  having  with  the  royal 
confent,  which  we  humbly  apprehend 
involves  the  confent  of  the  nation, 
and  at  their  own  great  expence,  mi- 
grated from  their  mother  kingdom, 
took  poiieffion  of  this  land,  a?  that 
time  a  wildernefs,  the  right  whereof 
they  had  purchased  for  a  valuable 
confideration  of  the  council  eftablifh- 
ed  at  Piimouth,  to  whom  it  had  been 
granted  by  your  Majelliy's  royal  pre- 
deceffor  King  Jcmes  tJi'e  flril. 

From  the  principles  of  loyalty  to 
their  fovereign  which  v/ill  ever  warm 
the  breait  of  a  true  fubjeft,  thoup-h 
remote,  they  acknowledged  their  alle- 
giance to  the  Englifn  crown :  and 
your  Majefty  will  allow  us  with  all 
humility  to  fay,  that  they  and  their 
poilerity,  even  to  this  time,  have  af- 
forded frequent  and  fignal  proofs  of 
the^  zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice 

of 
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©f  their  prince,  and  their  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  parent  country. 

With  toil  and  fatigue,  perhaps  not 
to  be  conceived  by  their  brethren  and 
fellovv-fubjeds  at  home,  and  with  the 
conilant  peril  of  their  lives,  from  a 
numerous,  favage,  and  warlike  race 
of  men,  they  began  their  fettlement, 
and  God  profpered  them. 

They  obtained  a  charter  from  King 
Charles  the  firll ;  wherein  his  jVIajefly 
was  pleafed  to  grant  to  them  and 
their  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever,  all  the 
lands  therein  defcribed,  to  hold  of 
him  and  his  royal  facceiibrs  in  free 
and  common  foccage;  which  we 
humbly  conceive  is  as  abfolute  an  ef- 
tate  as  the  fubjeft  can  held  under 
the  crown.  And  in  the  fame  charter 
were  granted  to  them,  amd  their  pof- 
terity,  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities  of  natural  fub- 
jefts,  born  within  the  realm. 

This  charter  they  enjoyed,  having, 
as  we  moft  humbly  conceive,  pundu- 
ally  complied  with  all  the  conditions 
of  it,  till  in  an  unhappy  time  it  was 
vacated. — But  after  the  revolution, 
when  King  William  and  Qneen  Mary, 
of  glorious  and  bleiTed  memory,  were 
ellabliihed  on  the  throne :  in  that 
happy  reign,  when  to  the  joy  of  the 
nation  and  its  dependencies,  the  crown 
was  fettled  in  your  M: jelly's  illulhi- 
ous  family,  the  inhabitants  of  tiiis 
province  fnared  in  the  common  blef- 
fmg.  Then  they  were  indulged  with 
another  charter;  in  which  their  Ma- 
jefties  were  pleakd  for  themfeives, 
their  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  grant 
and  confirm  to  them  as  ample*  eftatc 
in  the  lands  or  territories  as  was 
granted  by  the  former  charter,  to- 
gether with  other  the  moll  eflcntial 
rights  and  liberties  contained  therein  : 
the  principal  of  which,  is  that  w'hich 
your  Majeliy's  fubjecls  within  tiic 
realm  have  ever  held  a  moll  facred 
right,  of  being  taxed  only  by  reprc- 
Itnuuvcs  of  ihcir  own  fie<?  clv<!:uon. 
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Thus  ble/Ted  with  the  rights  olT 
Englifhmen,  through  the  indulgent 
fmiles  of  Heaven,  and  under  the  au- 
fpicious  government  of  your  Majefty 
and  your  royal  predecefTors,  your 
people  of  this  province  have  been 
happy,  and  your  Majelly  has  acquired 
a  numerous  increafe  of  loyal  fubjefts, 
a  large  extent  of  dominion,  and  a 
new  and  inexhaullible  fource  of  com- 
merce, wealth  and  glory. 

With  great  fincerity  permit  us  to 
aiTure  your  Majefty,  that  your  fub- 
jefts  of  this  province,  ever  have,  and 
IHII  continue  to  acknowledge  your 
Majeliy's  high  court  of  parliament 
the  fupreme  legifiative  power  of  the 
whole  empire.  The  fuperintending 
authority  of  which  is  clearly  admitted 
in  all  cafes,  that  can  confiil  with  the 
fundamental  rights  of  nature  and  the 
confcitution,  to  which  your  Majeliy's 
happy  fubje,rts  in  all  parts  of  your 
empire  conceive  they  have  a  jufl  and 
equitable  claim. 

It  is  vv'ith  the  deepeft  concern  that 
your  humble  fuppliants  would  repre- 
fent  to  youi  Mi.jeil) ,  that  your  par- 
liament, the  redlitude  of  whofe  in- 
tentions is  never  to  be  quellioned, 
has  thought  proper  to  pafs  divers  a;^s 
impoiing  taxes  on  your  Majeity's  fub- 
jects  in  America,  with  the  fole  and 
exprefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  re-^ 
venue,  l^  ycur  Majefly's  fubjeds 
here  fliall  be  deprived  of  the  honour 
and  privilege  of  voluntarily  contri- 
buting their  aid  to  your  Majelly,  in 
fupporting  your  governm.ent  and  au- 
thority in  tile  province,  and  defend- 
ing and  fecuring  your  rights  and  ter- 
ritories in  America,  which  they  have 
always  hitherto  done  with  the  utmoil 
chearfulnef? :  u  tJiefe  ads  of  parlia- 
ment Ihail  remain  in  force,  and  your 
Majefly's  common.,  in  Great  Britain 
Ihail  continue  to  exercife  the  power 
of  granting  the  property  of  their  fel- 
low fubjcds  iu  this  province,  your 

people 
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f  eople  muft  then  regret  their  urihap- 
py  fate  in  having  only  the  name  left 
of  free  fubjefls. 

With  all  humility  we  conceive  that 
^  repreieutation  of  your  Majefty's 
fubjefts  of  this  province  in  the  parlia- 
ment, confideri ng  their  local  circum- 
ftances,  is  utterly  imprafticable  :  your 
Majeily  has  heretofore  bet^n  {^racioufly 
pleafed  to  order  your  requifitions  lo  be 
laid  before  the  rcprefentatives  of  your 
people  in  the  general  aflembly,  who 
have  never  failed  to  afford,  the  necef- 
fary  aid  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
andfometimes  beyond  it;  and  it  would 
be  ever  grievous  to  your  Majefty's 
faithful  fubjedls  to  be  called  upon  in 
a  way,  that  fhould  appear  to  them 
to  imply  a  diftruft  of  their  moll:  ready 
and  willing  compliance. 

Under  the  moft  fenfible  impreffions 
6f  your  Majefty's  wife  and  paternal 
care  for  the  remoteft  of  your  faithful 
fubje6ts,  and  in  full  dependence  on 
the  royal  declarations  in  the  charter 
of  this  province,  we  moft  humbly 
befeech  your  Majefty  to  take  our  pre- 
fent  unhappy  circumftances  under 
your  royal  confideration,  and  afford 
us  relief  in  fu  h  manner  as  in  your 
Majefty's  great  wifdom  and  clemency 
fhall  feem  meet. 


T^n 


A  letter  to   the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Skelburne,    one  of  his   Majejly^s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
Province   of  the   MaJ/achufetts-Bay , 
Jan.    15,    1768. 
My  Lord, 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majefty's  province,  having 
had  experience  of  your  Lordftiip's  ge- 
nerous fentiments  of  his  Majefty's  moft 
loyal  though  remote  fubjecls  in  Ame- 
rica, and  of  your  noble  exertions  in 
their  behalf  in  the  late  time  of  their 
diftrefs,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Lordfnip's  view,  the  new  fcenes   of 
difficulty,    v/hich  are  again    opened 
upon  us,  and  to  implore  your  repeat- 
ed interpoCition. 


Your  Lordfhip  is  not  infenfible, 
that  our  forefathers  were  in  an  un- 
happy reign  driven  into  this  wilder- 
nefs  by  the  hand  of  power ;  at  their 
own  expence  they  crofTed  an  oceat 
of  three  fhoufand  miles ;  and  pur- 
chafed  an  inheritance  for  fherafelves 
and  their  pofterity,  with  the  view  of 
propagating  the  chriftian  religion, 
and  enlarging  the  Englifh  dominion 
in  this  diftant  part  of  the  earth. 
Through  the  indulgent  fmilcs  of 
Heaven  upon  them,  though  not  with- 
out hardihip  and  fatigue  unexperien- 
ced and  perhaps  hardly  to  be  con- 
ceived by  their  brethren  and  fellow- 
fubjeds  in  their  native  land ;  and 
with  the  conftant  peril  of  their  lives 
from  a  numerous  race  of  men,  as 
barbarous  and  cruel,  and  yet  as  war- 
like as  any  people  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  they  increafed  in  their 
numbers  and  enlarged  their  fcttle- 
ment.— They  obtained  a  charter  from 
King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  recognize  to 
them,  a  liberty  to  worfhip  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dii^ates  of  their  con- 
fcience  i  a  blefling  which  in  thofe  un- 
happy times  was  denied  to  them  in 
their  own  country  :  and  the  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities 
of  his  natural  born  fubjefts  within 
the  realm.  This  charter  they  en- 
joyed,^ having  punctually  fulfilled  the 
conditions  of  it,  till  it  was  vacated, 
as  we  conceive  arbitrarily,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond. 
Alter  the  revolution,  that  grand  a^ra 
of  Britifh  liberty,  when  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary,  of  glorious 
and  bleffed  memory,  were  eftablifhed 
on  the  throne,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  obtained  another  charter  ; 
in  which  the  moft  effential  rights  and 
privileges  contained  in  the  former 
were  reftorcd  to  them.  Thus  bleffed 
v/ith  the  liberties  of  Engliftim.en,  they 
continued  to  increafe  and  multiply, 
till,  as  your  Lordfhip  knows,  a  dreary 
A  9,  *  wilder- 


I7«  PRIOR       DO 

wilderne fs  is  become  a  fruitful  Held, 
and  a  grand  fource  of  national  wealth 
and  glory. 

By  the  common  law,  my  Lord,  as 
well  as  fundry  ads  of  parliament  from 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  the 
children  of  his  Majefty's  natural  born 
fubjedts,  born  palling  and  repaffing 
the  feas,  are  intitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  his  natural  fubjeds 
born  within  the  realm.  From  hence 
the  conclufion  appears  to  be  indifpu- 
table,  that  the  defcendants  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjeds  in  the  realm,  who 
migrated  with  the  confent  of  the  na- 
tion, and  purchafed  a  fettlement  with 
their  own  treafure  and  blood,  with- 
out any  aid  from  the  nation;  who 
early  acknowledged  their  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  England  ;  and  have 
always  approved  tbemfclves  faithful 
fubjedls,  and  in  many  inftances  given 
fignal  proofs  of  their  loyalty  to  their 
King,  and  their  firm  attachment  and 
zffctYion  to  their  mother  country  : — 
The  conclufion  is  ftrong,  that  exclu- 
iive  of  any  confideration  of  the'r 
charter,  they  are  intitled  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution  in  common  with  their  fellow 
fubjedls  in  Britain.  And  it  is  very 
remarkably  the  fenfe  of  the  Britifh 
nation  that  they  are  fo ;  as  appears 
by  an  A61  of  Parliament  made  in  the 
13th  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George 
the  fecond.  The  preamble  of  that 
adi  plainly  prefuppofes  it;  and  the 
purview  of  the  fame  ad  enables  and 
direds  the  fuperior  court  of  judicature 
of  this  province,  a  court  ereded  by 
the  authority  of  the  general  court,  to 
naturalize  foreigners  under  certain 
conditions ;  v/hich  i*:  is  prei'umcd  the 
wildom  of  the  Parliament  would  not 
have  empowered  any  people  to  do, 
who  were  not  themfd-ves  deemed  na- 
tural born  fubjcds. 

The  fpirit  of  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations  luppofes  that  ail  the  tree  fub- 
jedls  of  any  kingJom,  are  entitled  e- 
qually  to  all  the  rights  of  the  cynlti- 


G   U'M  E   N  T   S. 

tution  ;  for  it  appears  unnatural  and 
unreafonable  to  affirm,  that  local  or 
any  other  circumftances  can  juftly  de- 
prive any  part  of  the  fubjeds  of  the 
fame  Prince,  of  the  full  enjoyments 
of  the  rights  of  that  conftitution,  up- 
on which  the  government  itfelf  is 
formed,  and  by  which  fovereignty  and 
allegiance  are  afcertained  and  limited. 
But  your  Lordfhip  is  fo  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  extent  of  the  rights 
of  men  and  fubjeds,  as  to  render  it 
altogether  improper  to  take  up  any 
more  of  your  time  on  this  head. 

There  are,  my  Lord,  fundamental 
rules  of  the  conftitution,  which  it  is 
humbly  prefumed,  neither  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative  nor  the  fupreme  ex- 
ecutive can  alter.  In  all  free  ftates 
the  conftitution  is  fixed  :  it  is  from 
thence  the  legiftative  derives  its  au- 
thority; therefore  it  cannot  change 
the  conftitution  without  deftroying  its 
own  foundation.  If  then  the  confti- 
tution of  Great-Britain  is  the  com- 
mon rights  of  all  Britifti  fubjeds,  it 
is  humbly  referred  to  your  Lordlhip's 
judgment,  whether  the  fupreme  legif- 
lative of  the  empire  may  rightly  leap 
the  bounds  cf  it  in  the  exercife  of 
power  over  the  fubjeds  in  America, 
any  more  than  thofe  in  Britain. 

Vv''hen  mention  is  made  of  the 
rights  of  American  fubjeds  and  the 
intereft  they  have  in  the  Britilli  con- 
ftitution in  common  with  «il  other 
Britifn  fubjeds,  your  Lcrdlhip  is  too 
candid  and  juft  in  your  fentiments  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Houi'e  ha\e  the  moft 
diftant  thougiit  of  an  independency  on 
Great-Britain. —  They  an.  not  inlen- 
lible  of  their  iecuriiy  and  happineis  in 
their  conne61:ion  v.'ith  and  dependance 
on  the  mother-ftate.  Theie,  my 
Lord,  are  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe 
and  of  their  conftiiuents  ;  nnd  they 
have  reafon  to  believe  they  are  die 
fentiments  of  all  the  colonit.'s :  thofe 
wh^  are  induftrioufly  piopag.itmg  in 
the  nation  a  difterent  opmiou  of  the 
colonifts,    are    not    ouly    doing   the 

greatelt 
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gi-eatefl  injafLice  to  them,  but  an  ir- 
reparable injury  to  the  nation  itfelf. 

It  is  the  glcry  of  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution  that  it  has  its  foundation  in  the 
law  of  God  and  nature  :  it  is  efTenti- 
ally  a  natural  right  that  a  man  fhall 
quietly  enjoy,  and  have  the  ibie  dif- 
pofal  of  his  own  property  :  this  right 
is  ingrafted  into  the  Britifh  conllituti- 
on  and  is  familiar  to  the  American 
fubjefts :  and  your  Lordihip  will 
judge  whether  any  necefiity  can  ren- 
der it  juft  and  equitable  in  the  nature 
of  things,  that  the  fupreme  legiilative 
of  the  empire,  fhould  impofe  duties, 
fubiidies,  talliages  and  taxes,  inter- 
nal or  external,  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue,  upon  fubjefts 
that  are  not,  and  cannot,  conlidering 
their  local  circumftances,  by  any  pof- 
fibility  be  equally  reprefented,  and 
confequently,  whofe  confent  cannot 
be  had  in  Parliament. 

The  fecurity  of  right  and  property 
is  the  great  end  of  government.  Sure- 
ly then  fuch  meafures  as  tend  to  ren- 
der right  and  property  precarious, 
tend  to  deftroy  both  property  and  go- 
vernment, for  thefe  muft  Hand  or  fall 
together. —  Property  is  admitted  to 
have  an  exigence  in  the  favage  Hate 
of  nature:  and  if  it  is  neceflary  for 
the  fupport  of  favage  life,  it  by  no 
means  becomes  lefs  fo  in  civil  foclety. 
The  Houfe  intreats  your  Lordfhip  to 
confider,  whether  a  colonift  can  be 
conceived  to  have  any  property  which 
he  may  call  his  own,  if  it  may  be 
granted  away  bv  any  other  body  with- 
out his  confent ;  and  they  fubmit  to 
your  Lordihip's  judgment  whether 
this  was  not  adually  done,  when  the 
ad  for  granting  to  his  Majeity  certain 
duties  on  paper,  glafs,  and  other  ar- 
ticles, for  the  fole  and  exprefs  pur- 
pofe of  raifing  a  revenue  in  America, 
was  made.  It  is  the  judgment  of 
Lord  Coke  that  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  cannot  tax  Ireland 
^'quia  milites  ad  Parliament u?n  no7i  mit^ 
r^;?/.'*    And  Sir  William  Jones,  ^ 
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eminent  Jurifi:,  declared  it  as  his 
opinion,  to  King  Charles  the  Second, 
that  he  could  no  more  grant  a  com-» 
miflion  to  \^vy  money  on  his  fubjedts 
in  Jamaica,  without  their  confent  by 
an  afiembly,  than  they  could  difcharge 
themfelves  from  their  allegiance  to 
the  crown. 

Your  Lordihip  will  be  pleafed  to 
confider  that  Ireland  and  Jamaica 
were  both  conquered ;  which  cannot 
be  faid  of  any  of  the  colonies,  Cana- 
da excepted  ;  the  argument  therefore 
is  flronger  in  favour  of  the  colonies. 

Our  anceibrs,  when  opprefTed  in 
the  unfortunate  reign  of  James  the 
Second,  found  relief  by  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  Parliament:  but  it  is  the 
misfortune  of  the  colonies  at  prefent, 
that  by  the  intervention  of  that  pow- 
er they  are  taxed  ;  and  they  can  ap- 
peal for  relief  from  their  final  decifion 
to  no  power  on  earth,  for  there  is  no 
pow  er  on  earth  above  them.  —  Your 
Lordfhip  will  indulge  the  Houfe  in 
expreffmg  a  deep  concern  upon  this 
occafion ;  for  it  is  the  language  of 
reafon,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
greatefl  writers  on  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  nations,  that  if  the  Parlia- 
ment fnould  make  any  confiderable 
change  in  the  conflitution,  and  the 
nation  fhould  be  voluntarily  iilent  up- 
on it,  this  would  be  confidered  as  an 
approbation  of  the  ad. 

But  the  Houfe  beg  leave  to  repre- 
fent  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  although 
the  right  of  the  Parliament  to  impofe 
taxes  on  the  colonies  without  a  repre- 
fentation  there  were  indifputable,  we 
humbly  conceive  it  may  be  made  fully 
to  appear  to  be  unequal  that  they 
fhould,  at  leaft  at  prefent.  Your 
Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  remember 
that  by  acl  of  Parliament,  the  colo- 
niils  are  prohibited  from  importing 
commodities  and  manufadures  oi  the 
grovvth  of  Europe,  faving  a  few  arti- 
cles, except  from  Great  Britain. 
This  prohibition  not  only  occaJions  3 
much  greater  demand  upon  the  mo- 
A  a  2  ther- 
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thcr-countty   for   her   manufadlures, 
but  gives  the  manufaflurers  there  the 
advantage   of  their  own   price ;  and 
can  it  be  queftioned,  my  Lord,  but 
the  colonifts  are  obliged  by  means  of 
this  poiiC)',  to  purchafe  the  Britiih 
manufadtures  at  a  much  dearer  rate, 
than  the  like  manufadlures  would  be 
purchafcd  at,  if  they  are  allowed  to 
go  to  foreign  markets.     It  is  a  lofs 
to  the  colonifts  and  an  equal  gain  to 
Great  Britain.     The  fame  reafoning 
kolds  good  with  refpedt  to  the  many 
articles  of  their  produce^  v/hich  the 
colonies  are  retrained  by  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment from  fending  to  foreign  ports, — 
This  is  in  reality  a  tax  though  an  in- 
direct one  on  the  colonies,  befides  the 
duties    of  excife    and    cuftoms,    laid 
on  the  manufactures  in  Great  Britain. 
A  celebrated  Britiih  writer  on  trade, 
computes  the  artificial  value  arifing 
from  thefe  duties,  to  be  not  lefs  than 
fifty  per  cent.     Your  Lordfhip  will 
then   form   an  eftimate  of  the  part 
that  is  paid  by  the  colonies  upon  the 
importation  into  America,  which   is 
generally  faid  to  be  at  leall  the  value 
of  two  millions  fteiling. 

The  Houfe  is  not  at  this  time  com- 
plaining of  this  policy  of  the  mother 
flate  ;  but  beg  your  Lordlhip's  im- 
partial and  candid  confideration,  whe- 
ther it  is  not  grievous  to  the  colonies 
to  he  additionally  taxed  upon  the 
commodities  of  Great  Britain  here  — 
and  to  be  folely  charged  with  the  de- 
fending and  fecuring  his  Majeily's  co- 
lonies, after  they  have  cliearfully 
borne  their  full  proportion  of  main- 
taining his  MajcHy's  rights  in  this 
part  of  his  dominions,  and  reducing 
his  enemies  to  terms  of  peace. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  allow  the  Houfe 
to  exprefs  their  fears  that  the  colonies 
have  been  mifreprefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters  and  the  Parliament, 
zs  having  an  undutiful  difpofition  to- 
wards his  Majefty,  and  a  difaffeftion 
to  the  mother-kingdom.  It  has  till 
a  few  yeajs  pad  been  the  ufage  for  his 
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Majefly's  requifitions  to  be  Iain    be» 
fore  the  reprefentatives  of  his  people 
in  America.     And  we  may  venture  to 
appeal   to   your   Lordlhip,   that  the 
people   of  this   province  have  been 
ready  to  afford  their  utmoll  aid  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice.     It   would   be 
grievous  to  his  mod  faithful  fubjedls, 
to  be  called  upon  for  aid  in  a  manner 
which  implies  a  miitruit  of  a  free  and 
chearful  compliance :  and  the  Houfe 
intreat  your  Lordfhip's  confideration, 
whether  our  enemies  at  leall,  would 
not  infer  a  want  of  duty  and  loyalty 
in    us,    when    the    Parliament   have 
judged  it  necefTary  to  compel  us  by 
laws  for  that  purpofe  ;  as  by  the  late 
ads  for  raifmg  a  revenue  in  America, 
and  the  a6l  for  preventing   mutiny 
and  defertion  ;  in  the  latter  of  which 
the  governor  and  council  are  directed 
to  fupply  the  King's  troops  with  enu- 
merated articles,  and  the  people  are 
required    to  pay  the  expence.     But 
belides,    your    Lordfiiip    will    judge 
whether  the  execution  of  this  adl  can 
comport  with  the  exilleuce  of  a  free 
legiilative  in  America. 

It  i5  unnatural  to  expeft,  that  the 
fupreme  executive  power  can  long 
exift,  if  the  fupreme  legiflative  iliould 
be  diflreffed  and  dellroyed.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  fuppo/-t  the  fupreme  ex- 
e^cutive  of  his  Majefty,  at  io  great  a 
diftance;,  in  the  peri'on  of  his  gover- 
nor, judges,  and  other  executive  oiH- 
cers,  it  feems  nccefhiry  that  there 
fhould  be  g  legiflative  in  America  as 
perfectly  free,  as  can  confift  wirh  a 
iubordination  t©  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive of  the  whole  empire. 

Such  a  legiflatr.'e  is  conjVituted  by 
the  royal  charter  of  this  province  :  in 
this  charter,  my  Lord,  the  King,  for 
himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fiicceifors,  grants 
to  the  general  alTembly,  full  power 
and  authority  to  impofe  and  levy 
proportionable  and  rcafonable  aflclf- 
ments,  rates  and  taxes  upon  the 
eitates  and  perfons  of  the  inhabitants, 
to  be  ifTued  and  difpofed  of,  by  \v'ar- 
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tant  under  the  hand  of  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
council,  for  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  the  neceflary  defence  and 
fupport  of  his  government  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  proteftion  and  prefer- 
vation  of  the  inhabitants,  according 
to  fuch  acls,  as  are  or  (hall  be  in 
force  in  the  province.  And  the  Houfe 
are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  legif- 
lative  powers  in  the  feveral  colonies 
in  America  were  originally  credled 
upon  a  convidion,  that  the  fubjedls 
there,  could  not  be  reprefented  in 
the  fupreme  legiflative,  and  confe- 
quently  that  there  was  a  neceflity  that 
duch  powers  fhould  be  ereded. 

It  is  by  no  means,  my  Lord,  a 
difpofition  in  the  Hcufe  to  difpute  the 
jull  authority  of  the  fupreme  iegifia- 
tive  of  the  nation,  that  induces  rhera 
thus  to  addrefs  your  Lordlhip  ;  but  a 
warm  fenfe  of  loyalty  to  their  prince, 
and,  they  humbly  apprehend,  a  juil 
concern  for  their  natural  and  conlH- 
tutional  rights.  They  beg  your  Lord- 
fhip  would  excufe  their  trefpafTing  up- 
©n  your  time  and  attention  to  the 
great  affairs  of  the  flate :  they  ^pply 
to  you  as  a  friend  to  the  rights  of 
mankind  and  of  Britifh  fubjedts.  As 
Americans  they  implore  your  Lord- 
ihip's  patronage,  and  befeech  you  to 
leprefent  their  grievances  to  the  King 
our  foyereign,  and  employ  your  hap- 
py influence  for  their  relief. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Sey- 
mour Cofjivajy  £/^  ;  one  of  h  s  Ma- 
jejiy^s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
Province   of  the   MaffachuJetU-Bay , 
February  13,    1768. 
SIR, 

The  Houfe  of  reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majefty 's  province  have  ftill  the 
fennble  impreffions  of  gratitude  upon 
their  minds,  for  the  iignal  and  luc- 
cefsful  exertions  you  were  pleafed  to 
make  for  them  when  the  liberties  of 
the  colonies  were  in  danger.  And 
•although  they  do  not  fall  immediately 
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under  your  care  In  that  department^ 
to  which  his  Majefty  has  been  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  appoint  yoa  ;  yet 
your  known  attachment  to  the  rights 
of  fubjefls,  in  their  juft  extent,  the 
conftitutional  authority  of  the  fu- 
preme legiflative  and  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  fovereign,  is  a  Itrong  in- 
ducement to  the  Houfe,  when  new 
grievances  happen,  to  implore  your 
repeated  aid.  Confcious  of  their  own 
difpofition,  they  rely  upon  that  can- 
dour which  is  a  diftinguifhed  ma^k  of 
your  character.  And  however  they 
may  have  been  reprefented  to  his 
Mfjeily's  minillers  as  undutifj],  tur- 
bulent and  factious,  your  fentiments 
are  too  generous,  to  impute  the  ex- 
prefiions  of  uneafmefs  under  the  ope- 
ration of  any  particular  afts  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  a  peevifh  or  dif- 
contented  habit,  much  lefs  to  the 
want  of  a  due  veneration  for  that 
augud  aflembly. 

This  Houfe  is  at  all  times  ready  to 
recognize  his  Majefty*s  high  court  of 
parliament,  the  fupreme  kgiilative 
power  over  the  whole  empire  ;  its  fu- 
perintending  authority,  in  all  cafes 
confident  with  the  fundamental  rules  of 
the  conliitution,  is  as  clearly  admit- 
ted by  his  Majefry's  fubjects  in  this 
province  as  fey  thofev/ichin  the  realm  : 
fmce  the  conlHtution  of  the  ilate,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  is  fixed ;  it  is  humbly 
presumed;  that  the  fubjedls,  in  every 
part  of  the  empire,  however  remote, 
have  an  equitable  claim  to  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  it. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britlih  Prince, 
and  the  happinefs  of  all  his  fubjetls, 
that  their  conliitution  hath  its  foun- 
dation in  the  immutable  laws  of  na- 
ture :  and  as  the  fupreme  legiflative 
as  well  as  the  fupreme  executive  de- 
rives its  authority  from  that  confli- 
tution,  it  fhould  feem  that  no  laws 
can  be  made  or  executed,  that  are 
regugnant  to  any  effential  law  in  na- 
ture. Hence  a  Britifh  fubjecl  is  hap- 
pily difiinguifhed  from  the  fubjecls  of 

many 
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many  other  ftates,  in  a  juft  and  well 
grounded  opinion  of  his  own  fafety, 
which  is  the  perfedion  of  political 
liberty. 

It  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  unal- 
terable law  in  nature,  that  a  man 
ihould  have  the  free  ufe  and  fole  dif- 
pofal  of  the  fruit  of  his  honeft  induf- 
try,  fubjed  to  no  controul.  The 
equity  of  this  principle  feems  to  have 
been  too  obvious  to  be  mifunderflood 
by  thofe  who  framed  the  conftitution ; 
into  which  it  is  ingrafted  as  an  eftab- 
lifhed  law.  It  is  conceived  that  this 
principle  gave  rife  in  early  time  to  a 
reprefentation  in  parliament;  where 
every  individual  in  the  realm  has 
£nce  been)  and  is  llill  confidered  by 
afts  of  parliament  as  prefent  by  him- 
felf,  or  by  his  reprefentative  of  his 
own  free  eledlion  :  confequently,  the 
aid  afforded  there  to  the  fovereign  is 
not  of  the  nature  of  a  tribute,  but 
the  free  and  voluntary  gift  of  all. 

The  Houfe  fubmit  to  your  con  fide- 
ration,  whether  his  Majefty's  fubjedls 
of  this  province,  or  any  of  them, 
can  be  coniidered  as  having  been 
prefent  in  parliament,  when  an  aft 
of  the  fourth  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
reign^,  and  another  pafl'ed  the  lafc  fef- 
fion,  were  made,  li  not,  it  ken\s 
to  be  conclufiv%  that,  as  thofe  acts 
were  made  with  the  fole  and  e.xprofs 
purpofs  of  raifmg  a  revenue  out  of 
America,  the  fubjecls  here  are  in 
tho.'e  inrtances  unfort.mately  deprived 
of  the  fo;e  difpoial  of  their  prO|;er(:y, 
and  the  honour  and  privikg-  of  con- 
tiibuting  to  the  aid  of  their  iO/ereign 
by  a  free  and  voluntary  gift. 

The  people  of  this  province  would 
by  no  means  be  inclined  to  petition 
the  parliament  for  a  reprefentation. 
Separated  from  the  mother-country 
by  a  mighty  ocean,  and  at  the  dil'- 
tance  of  thie;;  thoufand  miles,  they 
apprehend  it  is,  and  ever  will  be, 
utterly  imprafticable  that  they  Ihould 
be  ec^ually  repreleatcd   there :    they 


have  always  been  confidered  by  the 
nation  as  fubjeds  remote:  and  his 
Majefty's  royal  predecelTors  were  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  conftitute  by  char- 
ter a  fubordinate  legiflative  in  the 
province,  as  it  is  conceived,  with  a 
viev/  of  preferving  to  their  remote 
fubjeds  the  unalienable  right  of  a  re- 
prefentatioa.  By  this  charter  the  lands 
therein  defcribed  are  granted  to  the  in- 
habitants in  free  and  common  foccage; 
and  the  general  aifembly  is  inveited 
with  the  power  of  impofing  and  levy- 
ing proportionable  and  reafonable  af- 
feifments,  rates  and  taxes,  u}  on  the 
eftates  and  perfons  of  the  inliabitants, 
for  his  Majefty's  iervice,  in  the  ne- 
cefTary  defence  and  fuppcrt  of  his 
government  of  the  proviuLe,  and  the 
protedlion  and  prefervaiion  rf  t\ie  in-. 
habitants;  and  of  ordaining  and  ef- 
tablifiiing  all  manner  of  whoiefome 
and  reafonable  orders,  laws,  fiatutes 
and  ordinances,  directions  and  in- 
ftruftions,  either  with  or  without  pe- 
nalties, as  they  11)^11  juige  to  be  for 
the  good  and  v/clfcrrc  o:  the  province ; 
and  as  a  fafricient  check  upon  this 
fubor:.iiii).t"  power,  which  {ecurer.  its 
depen.'Jance  on  ihe  fupreme  legida- 
tive,  no  law  can  be  made  repugnant 
to  'he  laws  of  England;  and  all 
lavvi  that  are  made,  are  laid  before 
hii  Majefty,  who  at  any  time  during 
t'iree  years  after,  difannuUs  them  at 
his  royal  pleafure. 

All  that  is  defired  by  the  people, 
of  tiiis  province,  is,  that  they  ma] 
be  reftorcd  to  their  original  ftanding :] 
they  may  venture  to  appeal   to  the] 
nation,  that  they  have  never  failedj 
to  aiford  their  utmoft  aid  to  his  Ma-»j 
jefty  whenever  he  hath  required  it  s| 
and  they  may  fay  it  without  vanity,] 
that  in  many  Inftances  from  their  fet-j 
tlement,    they   ha\e    given   ftrikingj 
proofs  of  their  zeal  for  the  honoux 
of  their  fovereign,  and  their  affedionj 
for   the  mor.hcr-ftate.     Muft   it  not 
then   be  grievous  to  free  and  loyal 
fubjeds,J 
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fubje£ls,  to  be  called  upon  In  a  man- 
ner which  appears  to  them,  to  div^ell 
them  of  their  frceiom,  and  (o  far  to 
impeach  their  loyalty  as  to  imply  a 
miibuil:  of  their  chearful  compliance 
with  his  Majefty's  royal  requifitions. 
The  Houfe  alfo  beg  leave  to  fab- 
mit,  whedier  the  people  can  continue 
free,  while  the  crown  in  addition  to 
its  uncontroverted  right  of  appoint- 
ing a  governor,  may  appoint  him 
fuch  Ilipends  as  it  Ihall  jur^ge  fit,  at 
the  expence  of  the  people,  and  with- 
out their  confent :  and  whether,  while 
the  judges  of  the  land,  at  i'o  great 
a  diflance  from  the  throne,  the  foun- 
tain of  juftice,  may  be  altogether  in- 
dependent on  the  people  for  their 
iiipport,  it  may  not  probably  happen, 
that  in  ibme  future  time,  the  princi- 
ples of  equity  may  be  fub verted  even 
on  the  bench  of  juftice,  and  the  peo- 
ple deprived  of  their  iiappinefs  and 
fecurity. 

The  Houfe  could  add,  that  by  re- 
jftraints  laid  upon  the  American  trade 
by  ads  of  parliament,  Vv'hich  operate 
equally  to  the  advantage  of  Great- 
Eritain  and  the  difadvantage  of  this 
and  the  other  colonies,  ana  the  taxes 
which  the  inhabitants  here  eventually 
pay  as  the  confumers  of  the  Eritifn 
manufactures,  it  fhould  feem  to  be 
beyond  aH  the  rules  of  equity,  that 
thefe  additional  burdens  fiiou'd  be 
laid  on  them.  But  they  would  not 
trefpafs  upon  your  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation. 
They  beg  your  candid  confideration 
of  the  unhappy  circumftances  of  the 
province,  and  hope,  that  your  great 
interert  in  the  national  councils,  fo 
far  as  fiiall  appear  to  you  to  be  jull:, 
will  be  employed  on  their  beiialf. 
Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

^  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Marquis 

of  Kockingham. 
Province  of  the   Majjachnfetti-Bay^ 
January  22,    1768. 
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My  Lord, 

The  Houfe  of  reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majefly's  province  have  had 
the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  7th 
of  May  laft,  communicated  to  them 
by  their  fpeaker,  and  thank  your 
Lordfhip  for  your  condefcenfion,  in 
the  kind  fentiments  you  are  pleafed 
to  exprefs  of  his  Majefly's  good  lubjeds 
of  America  and  of  this  province. 
The  eftablifhing  the  harmony  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
is  a  fubjeft  which  your  Lordfliip  has 
judged  worthy  of  your  particular  at- 
tention :  and  the  exertions  which  yon 
have  made  for  this  very  important 
purpofe,  claim  the  moll:  grateful  ac- 
kno.vledgements  of  the  Koufe.  Your 
fentiments  are  fo  nobly  extended  be- 
yond the  moil  diifant  partial  confide- 
rations,  as  mull  diflinguilli  you  as  a 
patron  of  the  colonies,  a  friend  to  the 
iiriciiTi  conftitution,  and  the  rights  of 
mankind. 

Your  Lordfliip  is  pleafed  to  fay, 
that  you  will  not  adopt  a  fyftem  of 
arbitrary  rule  over  the  colonies  ;  nor 
do  otherwife,  than  ftrenuoufly  refill 
where  attempts  fliall  bs  made  to  throw 
oif  that  dependency  to  which  the  co- 
lonies ought  to  fubmit.  And  your 
Lordfhip  with  great  impartiality  adds 
**  not  only  for  the  advantage  of  Great 
"  Britain  but  for  their  own  real  hap- 
*'  pinefs  and  fifety." 

This  Houfe,  my  Lord,  have  th« 
honour  heartily  to  join  with  you  in 
fentiment ;  and  they  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  their  conftituents.  So  fen- 
fible  are  they  of  their  happinefs  and 
fafety,  in  tiieir  union  with  and  de- 
pendance  upon  the  mother  country, 
that  they  could  by  no  means  be  in- 
clined to  accept  of  an  independency 
if  oitered  to  them.  Bur,  my  Lord, 
they  intreat  your  confideration,  whe- 
ther the  colonies  have  not  reafon  to 
fear  fome  danger  of  arbitrary  rule 
over  them,  when  th'e  fapreme  power 
of  the  nation,  have  thought  proper  to 
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impofe  tares  on  his  Majefty's  Ameri- 
can fubjeds,  with  the  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue, 
and  without  their  confent. 

My  Lord,  the  fuperintending  pow- 
er of  that  high  court  over  all  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fubjefts  in  the  empire,  and  in 
all  cafes  which  can  confill  with  the 
fundamental  rules  of  the  conftitution, 
was  never  queftioned  in  this  province, 
nor,  as  the  Houfe  conceive,  in  any 
other.  But  in  all  free  flates  the  con- 
ftitution is  fixed :  it  is  from  thence 
that  the  fupreme  leglflative  as  well  as 
the  fupreme  executive  derives  its  au- 
thority :  neither,  then,  can  break 
through  the  fundamental  rules  of  the 
conftitudon,  without  deHroying  their 
own  foundation. 

It  is  humbly  conceived,  that  all 
his  Majedy's  happy  fubjeds,  in  every 
part  of  his  wide  extended  dominions, 
Jiave  a  juil  snd  equitable  claim  to  the 
rights  of  that  conftitution,  upon  v/hich 
government  itfelf  is  formed,  and  by 
which  fovereignty  and  allegiance  is 
afcertained  and  limited.  Your  Lord- 
fhip  will  allow  us  to  fay,  that  it  is  an 
cllential  right  of  a  Britifh  fubjed,  in- 
grafted into  the  conftitution,  or  if  your 
Lordfhip  will  admit  the  exprcllion,  a 
facred  and  unalienable  natural  rirht, 
quietly  to  enjoy  and  have  the  fole  dif- 
pofal  of  his  own  property.  In  con- 
formity to  this,  the  ads  of  the  Britifn 
Parliament  declare,  that  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  realm,  is  prefent  in  his 
Majefty's  high  court  of  Parliament, 
by  himfelf  or  his  reprefentative  of  his 
own  free  eledion.  But,  my  Lord,  it 
is  apprehended,  that  a  juft  and  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  fubjcds,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  thoufand  tranfmarine 
leagues  from  the  metropolis  is  utterly 
ampraifiicable.  Upon  this  opinion, 
this  Houfe  humbly  conceive,  his  Ma- 
jefty's royal  predecefTors,  thought  it 
equitable  to  form  fubordinate  le^^iP.a- 
tive  powers  in  America,  as  pcrtcdly 
free  as  the  nature  of  things  would  ad- 


mit, that  fo,  their  remote  fubje<fl^ 
might  enjoy  a  right,  which  thofe 
within  the  realm  have  ever  held  fa- 
cred, of  bcittg  taxed  orily  by  repre- 
fentatives  of  their  own  free  elcdion. 

The  Houfe  beg  leave  to  obferve  ta 
your  Lordfhip,  that  the  monies  that 
ihall  arife  by  the  ad  for  granting  ta 
his  Majefty  certain  duties  on  paper, 
glafs,  and  other  articles,  palled  in 
the  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament,  are  to 
be  applied,  in  the  firft  place,  for  the 
payment  of  the  necelTary  charges  of 
the  adminiftration  of  juliice,  and  the 
fupport  of  civil  government,  in  fuch 
colonies  where  it  Ihall  be  judged  ne- 
ceffary;  and  the  refidue  for  defend- 
ing, proteding  and  fecuring  the  co- 
lonies. Theyintreat  your  Lordlhip's 
confideration,  what  may  be  the  con- 
fequence,  in  Ibme  future  time,  if  the 
crown,  in  addition  to  its  right  of  ap- 
pointing governors  over  the  colonies, 
which  the  Houfe  chearfully  recognize, 
fiiould  appoint  them  fuch  ftipends,  as 
it  ihall  judge  fit,  without  the  confent 
of  the  people,  and  at  their  e.xpence. 
And  as  tJie  judges  of  the  land  here  do 
not  hold  their  commiiTions  during 
good  behaviour,  your  Lordfnip  will 
judge,  whether  it  may  not  hereafter 
happen.,  that  at  fo  great  a  diilance 
f-'om  the  throne,  the  fountain  of  ju- 
ftice,  for  want  of  an  adequate  check, 
corrupt  and  arbitrary  rule  may  take 
place,  even  within  the  colonies,  \vhich 
may  deprive  a  bench  of  juftice  of  its 
glory,  and  the  people  of  their  happi- 
nefs  and  fafcty. 

Your  Loniihip's  juftice  and  candor 
will  induce  you  to  believe,  that  what 
our  enemies  may  have  taken  occaiion 
to  reprcf(;nt  to  his  Majefty's  miniftera 
and  the  Parliament,  as  an  undutiful 
difpoiition  in  the  colonics,  is  nothing 
more  than  a  juft  and  firm  aitichment 
to  their  natural  and  conftitutional 
rights.  It  is  humbly  fubmittcd  to 
your  Lordlhip  whether  thefe  ideas 
aie  well  founded.     And  while  this 
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province  and  the  colonies  Ihall  con- 
tinue in  your  Lordfhip's  judgment  to 
be  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeds  to  his 
Majefty,  they  rely  upon  it,  that  your 
happy  influence  will  ever  be  employ- 
ed, to  promote  the  fentiments  of 
tendernefs  as  well  as  juilice  in  the  pa- 
rent country. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  letter  to  the  Right  Hon.   Lord  Cam- 
deny  Lord  fiigh  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain. 
Proijince  of  the    Majfachufctts-Bayy 
Jan.  29,  1763. 
"My  Lord, 
Your  great  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ftitution  and  laws  of  the  nation,  of 
the  juft  extent  of  parliamentar}  au- 
thority, and  the  rights  of  Britifh  fub- 
jcfts,  is  a  prevailing  inducement  to 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this 
his    Majefty's    province,    to    addrefs 
your  Lordliiip,  at  a  time  when  your 
attention  to  the  Britiih  colonies,  their 
connexion  with  and  depcndance  upon 
the  mother  fcate,  r.nd  their  rights  as 
fubjefts,  feerris  to  be    nece/lary  and 
important,  not  to  them  alone,  but  to 
the  whole  empire. 

This  Kcuf^  can  fpeah  only  for  the 
people  of  one  province  :  but  no  af- 
iembly  on  this  continent,  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  can  lon^  be  filent,  under  an 
apprehenfion,  that  v/ithout  the  aid  of 
'  feme  powerful  advocate,  the  liberties 
cf  America  will  foon  be  no  more. 

It  is  a  caufe  which  the  Houie  i'> 
afiured  your  Lordfhip  has  at  heart : 
and  the  paft  experience  of  your  p.-^.- 
tronage,  and  the  noble  exertions  you 
were  pleafed  to  make  for  them  in  a 
late  time  of  dillrefs,  affords  the  ftro^ng- 
eii  reafon  to  hope  that  your  happy 
influence  will  ftill  be  employed  in 
their  behalf,  as  far  as  your  Lordfliip 
ihall  judge  to  be  right. 

\i  in  all  free  ftates,  the  conrtitu- 
tion  is  fixed,  and  the  fupreme  legif- 
lative  power  of  the  nation,  trom 
thence  derives  its  authority  j  can  tha; 
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power  overleap  the  bounds  of  the 
conflitution,  without  fubverting  its 
own  foundation  ?  If  the  remoteft  fub- 
jeds,  are  bound  by  the  ties  of  alle- 
giance, which  this  people  and  their 
forefathers  have  ever  acknowledged  ; 
are  they  not  by  the  rules  of  equity, 
intitled  to  all  the  rights  of  that  con- 
flitudon,  which  afcertains  and  limits 
both  fovereignty  and  allegiance  ?  If 
it  is  an  eflential  unalterable  right  in. 
nature,  ingrafted  into  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  as  a  fundamental  law,  and 
ever  held  facred  and  irrevocable  by 
the  lubjecls  within  the  realm,  that 
what  is  a  man's  own  is  abfolutely  his 
own ;  and  that  no  man  hath  a  right 
to  take  it  from  him  without  his  con- 
sent ;  may  not  the  fubjedls  of  this 
province,  with  a  decent  firmnefs, 
which  has  alv/ays  diflinguiflied  the 
happy  fubjefls  of  Britain,  plead  and 
maintain  this  natural  coniUtutional 
right  ? 

The  fuperin  tending  authority  of 
his  Majefly's  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment over  the  whole  empire,  in  all 
cafes  v/hich  can  confift  with  the  fun- 
damental rights  of  the  conflitution, 
was  never  queflioned  in  this  province, 
nor,  as  this  Houfe  conceive,  in  any 
other  :  but  they  in  treat  your  Lord- 
ihip's  refledion  one  moment,  on  an 
aft  of  parliament  pafled  the  lafl  {t{- 
f;on  ;  and  another  in  the  fourth  of 
h?s  prefentMajclly's  reign  ;  both  im- 
pofing  duties  on  his  fubjecls  in  Ame- 
rica, which  as  tliey  are  impofed  with 
the  I'jle  and  exprefs  purpoie  of  raifing 
a  revenue,  are,  in  effed,  taxes.  The 
pofltion,  th^t  taxation  and  reprefen- 
tation  are  infeparable,  is  founded  oa 
the  immutable  laws  of  nature:  bat 
the  Americans  had  no  reprefentatioa 
in  the  parliament,  when  they  were 
taxed  :  are  they  not  then  unfortu- 
nate in  thefe  inftances,  in  having 
that  feparated,  which  God  and  na- 
ture had  joined  ?  Such  are  the  local 
circumilaoces  of  the  colonics,  at  the 
^  fe  diftancc 
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diftance  of  a  thOufand  leagues  from 
the  metropolis,  and  feparated  by  a 
wide  ocean,  as  will  for  ever  render  a 
juftand  equal  reprefentation  in  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative,  utterly  impraftica- 
ble.  Upon  this  confideration,  it  is 
conceived,  that  his  Majcfty's  royal 
predeceffors  thought  it  equitable  to 
form  legiflative  bodies  in  America, 
as  perfeSly  free  as  a  fubordination  to 
the  fupreme  legiflative  would  admit 
of,  that  the  ineftimable  right  of  being 
taxed  only  by  reprefentatives  of  their 
own  free  eleftion,  might  be  preferved 
and  fecured  to  their  fubjefts  here. 
The  Americans  have  ever  been  con- 
lidered  by  the  nation  as  fubjefts  re- 
mote ;  and  fucceeding  kings,  even  to 
the  prefent  happy  reign,  and  until 
thefe  afts  were  made,  have  always 
direfted  thtir  requifitions,  to  be  laid 
before  the  reprefentatives  of  their 
people  in  America,  with  which  this 
province,  and  it  is  prefumed,  all  the 
other  colonies,  have  with  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs  complied,  Muft  it  not 
then  be  grievous  to  fubjefts,  who  have 
in  many  repeated  inftanees  afforded 
the  ftrongeft  marks  of  loyalty  and 
zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice  of 
their  fovereign,  to  be  now  called  up- 
on, in  a  manner,  which  implies  a 
diftrull  of  a  free  and  willing  compli- 
ance ?  Such  is  the  misfortune  of  the 
colonifts,  not  only  in  the  inftanees 
before-mentioned,  bnt  alfo  in  the  cafe 
©f  the  a<5l  for  preventing  mutiny  and 
defertion  ;  which  requires  the  gover- 
nor and  council  to  provide  enumera- 
ted articles  for  the  King*s  marching 
troops,  and  the  people  to  pay  the  ex- 
pence. 

This  is  a  great  change  ;  and  in  its 
nature  delicate  and  important.  Your 
Lordlhip  will  form  your  own  judge- 
ment of  the  wifdoni  of  making  fuch 
a  change,  without  the  moft  prefiing 
reafon,  or  an  abfolute  neceftity.  There 
can  be  no  neceifity,  my  Lord,  as  this 
Houfe humbly  conceive:  the  fiibjefta 


C    U   M   E   N   T   S. 

in  this  province,  and  undoubtodly  in 
all  the  colonies,  however  they  may 
have  been  otherwife  reprefented  to 
his  Majefty's  miniftcrs,  are  loyal : 
they  are  firmly  attached  to  the  mother 
ftate  :  they  always  confider  her  inter- 
eft  and  their  own  as  infeparably  in- 
terwoven, and  it  is  their  fervent  wifh 
that  it  may  ever  fo  remain  :  all  they 
defire  is,  to  be  reftored  to  the  ftand- 
ing  upon  which  they  were  originally 
put ;  to  have  the  honour  and  privi- 
lege of  voluntarily  contributing  to 
the  aid  of  their  fovereign,  when  re- 
quired :  they  are  free  fubjedls ;  and 
it  is  hoped  the  nation  will  never  con- 
fider them  as  in  a  tributary  ftate. 

It  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  your 
Lordfhip,  whether  fubje6ls  can  be 
faid  to  enjoy  any  degree  of  freedom, 
if  the  crown  in  addition  to  its  un- 
doubted authority  of  conftituting  go- 
vernors, fhould  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point fuch  ftipends  for  them,  as  k 
fliall  judge  proper,  at  their  expence, 
and  without  their  confent.  This  is 
the  unhappy  ftate  to  which  hi«  M;.jefty 's 
fubjefts  in  the  colonies  are  reduced, 
by  the  adl  for  granting  certain  duties 
on  paper,  and  other  articles.  A  pow- 
er without  a  check  is  always  unfafe  ; 
and  in  fome  future  time  may  intro- 
duce an  abfolute  government  into 
America.  The  judges  of  the  land 
here  do  not  hold  their  commilTions 
during  good  behaviour:  is  it  not 
then  juftly  to  be  apprehended,  that 
at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  throne, 
the  fountain  of  national  juftice,  with 
falaries  altogether  independent  of  the 
people,  an  arbitrary  rule  may  taike 
effedl,  which  fliall  deprive  a  bench 
of  jultice  of  its  glory,  and  the  people 
of  their  fecurity. 

When  a  queftion  arifes  on  the  pub- 
lic adminiftration,  the  nation  will 
judge  and  determine  in  conformity  to 
its  political  conftitution  :  the  great 
end  of  the  Britiih  conftitution  is  uni- 
verfal  liberty ;  and  this  Hou/e  rcfls 
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-aflured,  that  your  Lord(hip*s  great  in- 
tereft  in  the  national  councils  will  al- 
ways be  engaged  on  the  fide  of  liber- 
ty and  truth. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

A  letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 

Chatham. 
Province  of  the  Maffachufelts-Bayy 
"Feb.  2,  1768. 
My  Lord, 

The  particular  attention  you  were 
pleafed  to  give  to  the  intereft  of  the 
American  fabjeAs  when  their  rights 
were  in  danger,  and  your  noble  and 
fuccefsful  eiForts  in  fupport  of  them, 
have  left  in  the  breafts  of  all,  the  in- 
delible marks  of  gratitude.  1  he 
Houfc  of  Reprefentatives  of  this  his 
Majefty's  province,  having  reafon  to 
be  affured,  that  in  every  inftance  of 
your  pfiblic  condudl,  you  are  influen- 
ced by  the  principles  of  virtue  and  a 
difmterefted  public  affeftion,  beg 
leave  to  manifeft  to  your  Lordfl>ip, 
a  teftimony  of  their  full  conhdence 
in  you,  by  imploring  your  repeated 
aid  and  patronage  at  this  time  v/hen 
the  cloud  again  gathers  thick  over 
them. 

It  muft  afford  the  utmofl:  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  diltrelfed  colonifts,  to  find 
your  Lordfhip  fo  explicitly  declaring 
your  fentiments  in  that  grand  prin- 
ciple in  nature,  *•  that  what  a  man 
hath  honeftly  acquired  is  abfolutely 
and  uncontroulably  his  own."  This 
principle  is  ellablifhed  as  a  funda- 
mentrd  rule  in  the  Britilh  confticu- 
tion,  which  eminently  hath  its  foun- 
dation in  the  laws  of  nature ;  and 
confequently  it  is  the  indifputabie 
right  of  all  men,  more  efpecially  of 
a  Britifh  fubje6l,  to  be  prefent  in  per- 
fon,  or  by  reprefentation,  in  the  body 
where  he  is  taxed. 

But  however  fixed  your  Lordfhip 
and  fome  others  may  be  in  this  cardi- 
nal point,  it  is  truly  mortifying  to  many 
pf  his  Maje-fty*s  free  and  loyal  fub- 


U    M    E    N    T    S.  187 

jefts,  that  even  in  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment, that  fanctuary  of  liberty  and 
juflice,  a  different  fentiment  feems  of 
late  to  have  prevailed. 

Unwilling  to  intrude  upon  your  at- 
teniion  to  the  great  affairs  of  ftate, 
the  Houfe  would  only  refer  your  Lord- 
ihip  to  an  adl  palled  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  another 
in  the  laft  fcffion  of  parliament ;  both 
impofing  duties  on  the  Americans, 
who  were  not  reprefented,  with  the 
fole  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  raifuig  3 
revenue.  What,  my  Lord,  have  the 
colonills  done  to  forfeit  the  character 
and  privilege  of  fubjevls,  and  to  bff 
reduced  in  effedl  to  a  tributary  ftate  ? 
This  Houfe  may  appeal  to  the  nation, 
that  the  utmoii  aid  of  the  people  has 
been  chearfuliy  given  when  his  Ma- 
jefty  required  it :  often,  on  their  own 
motion,  and  when  almoft  ready  to 
fuccumb  under  the  expence  of  defend- 
ing their  own  borders,  their  zeal  has 
carried  them  abroad  for  the  honour  of 
their  fovereign,  and  the  defence  of  his 
rights:  of  this,  my  Lord,  not  to  mention 
any  more,  the  redudion  of  Louilburgh 
in  theyear  1745,  and  the  defence  of  his 
Majelly'sgarrifon  at  Annapolis,  and  of 
all  Nova  Scotia,  v/ill  be  Handing  monu- 
ments. Cantherethenbeanecefiityfor 
fo  great  a  change,  and  in  its  nature  fo 
delicare  and  important,  that  inftead 
of  having  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's 
requifitions  laid  before  their  reprefen- 
tatives here,  as  has  been  invariably 
the  ufage^s  the  parliament  fhould  now 
tax  them  without  their  confent  ? 

The  enemies  of  the  colonifts,  for 
fuch  they  unfortunately  have,  may 
have  reprefented  them  to  his  Majefty*s 
minifters,  and  the  parliament,  as  fac- 
tious, undutiful,  diHoyal:  they,  my 
Lord,  are  equally  the  enemies  of  Bri- 
tain :  fuch  is  your  extenfive  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  and  the  fentiments 
and  difpofition  of  the  colonies  in  ge- 
neral, that  this  houfe  would  freely 
venture  to  reft  the  charader  of  ^0ir 
B  b  2  con- 
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conftituents  in  your  Lordfhip*s  judg- 
ment :  furely  it  is  no  ill  difpofition  in 
the  loyal  fubjefts  of  a  patriot  king, 
with  a  decency  and  firmnefs  adapted 
to  their  charafter,  to  afTert  their  free- 
dom. 

The  colonies,  as  this  Houfe  hum- 
bly conceive,  cannot  be  reprefented 
in  the  ^ritiih  parliament :    their  lo- 
cal circumilances,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  thoufand  leagues  beyond  the  feas, 
forbids,   and  will  for  ever  render  it 
imprafticable  :  this  they  apprehend, 
was  the  reafon  that  his  Majefly's  royal 
predccefTors  faw  fit  to  ered  fubordi- 
nate  legiflative  bodies  in  America  as 
perfeftly  free  as  the  nature  of  things 
would  admit,  that  their  remote  fub- 
jefts   might   enjoy   that    incftimable 
right,  a  reprefentation.     Such  a  le- 
giflative is  conftituted  by  the   royal 
charter  of  this   province.      In    this 
charter,  the  King,  for  himfelf,  his 
heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  grants  to  the  in- 
habitants all  the  lands  and  territories 
therein  defcribed,  in  free  and  ccm- 
iTiOn  foccage ;  as  ample  eftate  as  the 
fubjecls  can  hold  under  the  crown; 
together  with  all  the  rights,  liberties, 
privileges,  and  immunities  of  his  na- 
tural fubjecls  born  within  the  realm  ; 
of  which  the  moft  effential  is  a  power 
invefted  in  the  general  afTembly  to 
levy   proportionable   and   reafonable 
caxes  on  the  eftates  and  perfons  of 
the  inhabitants,  fcr  the  fcrvice  of  his 
Majefty,  and  the  necefiary   defence 
and  fupport  of  his  government  of  the 
province,  and  the  protedion  andprc- 
fervation   of  the   inhabitants.      But 
though  they  were  originally,  and  al- 
ways,   fince   their  fettlement,    have 
been  confidered  as   fubjefts  remote, 
they  have  ever  cheriihed  a  warm   af- 
fcdion  for  the  mother  ftatc,  and  a 
regard  for  the  intereft  and  happinefs 
nf  their    fellow   fubjeds    in  Britain. 
If  then  the  colonies  arc  charged  with 
the  mod  dillant  thought  of  an  inde- 
pendency, your  Lordfliip  may  be  af- 
l^iired,  that,  with  refpeit  to  the  peo- 
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pie  of  this  province,  and  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  of  all  the  colonies,  the  charge 
is  unjuft. 

Nothing  would  have  prevailed  up- 
on the  Houfe  to  have  given  your 
Lordfliip  this  trouble,  but  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  powerful  advocate,  when 
their  liberty  is  in  danger :  fuch  they 
have  more  than  once  found  you  to  be; 
and  as  they  humbly  hope  they  have 
never  fcrftited  your  patronage,  they 
intreat  that  your  great  intereil  in  the 
national  councils  may  lUll  be  em- 
ployed m  their  behalf,  that  they  may 
be  reftored  to  the  Handing  of  free 
fubjefts. 

That  your  Lordfl^iip  may  enjoy  a 
firm  ftate  of  health,  and  long  be.  con- 
tinued a  great  bleffing  to  the  nation 
and  her  colonies,  is  the  ardent  wilh 
of  this  Houfe. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

J  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords 
CommiJJicmrs  of  the  Treafury. 

Province  of  the  MaJJachu/et ts-Baj , 
February  17,    1768. 

My  Lords, 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majefly's  province  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  your  Lordfliips  the  great 
difficulties  to  which  they  are  reduced, 
by  the  operation  of  divers  acls  of  Par- 
liament, impofing  duties  to  be  levied 
on  the  fubjeds  of  the  American  colo- 
nies, and  m.ade  with  the  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue : 
and  beg  the  favour  of  your  candid 
judgment  and  great  intereil:  in  the 
national  councils  for  their  rcdrcfs. 

As  their  conflituents  are  not  \\\  any 
manner  reprelentcd  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, they  cannot  fo  much  wonder, 
that  taxes  and  burdens  are  laid  upon 
them,  which  they  humbly  apprehend 
could  have  been  made  to  appear  to  be 
beyond  all  bounds  of  equity  and  pro- 
portion ;  and  this  confideration  they 
arc  fure  would  have  had  its  due  weight 
in  the  Britifli  houfe  of  cominons. 
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**^  By  ad  of  Parliament,  your  Lord- 
ihips  are  fenfible,  that  the  colonies 
are  reftrained  from  importing  com- 
modities, the  growth  or  manufac- 
ture of  Europe,  faving  a  few  arti- 
cles, except  from  Great  Britain  :  by 
this  policy,  the  demand  of  Britifh 
manufaftures  from  the  colonies  is 
greatly  increafed  ;  and  the  manufac- 
turers have  the  advantage  of  their  own 
price.  Kence  it  appears,  that  what 
is  gained  by  the  fubjeft*  in  Great 
Britain,  is  a  Ipfs  to  thoie  in  America  ; 
for  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  this 
Koufe  conceive,  but  that  if  the  colo- 
nilb  were  allowed  to  purchafe  fuch 
commoditiet.  at  foreign  markets,  they 
might  have  them  at  a  cheaper  rate ; 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing  to  them, 
the  Britifa  manufadlurers  would  be 
tieceiTitated  to  reduce  their  price. 
Thus  alfo,  w'ith  regard  to  the  many 
articles  of  their  produce,  w-hich  the 
colonies  are  by  adl  of  Parliament  re- 
llrained  from  fending  to  foreign  ports : 
this  occafioned  a  great  plenty  of  Ame- 
rican exports,  and  oftentimes  a  glut 
at  the  Britilh  markets,  which  always 
diminiflics  the  price,  and  makes  a 
lofs  to  the  American,  and  an  equal 

.  gain  to  the  fubject  in  Britain.  This 
regulation,  evidently  defigned  in  fa- 
vour of  thofe  of  his  Majeity's  fubjeds 
inhabiting  in  Great  Britain,  the  houfe 
is  not  at  this  time  complaining  of: 
but  they  beg  your  Lordfhips  confide- 
ration,  whether,  in  addition  to  thefe 
burdens,  it  is  not  grievous  to  their 
conilituents,  to  be  obliged  to  pay  du- 
ties on  Britiih  manuFadlures  here : 
efpecially  conudering,  that,  as  the 
confumers  of  thofc  manufaftures,  they 
pay  a  great  proportion  of  the  duties 
and  taxes  laid  upon  them  in  Britain. 
Jt  is  computed  by  a  late  celebrated 
Britiih  writer,  that  the  artificial  value 
arifing  from  thefe  duties  are  not  lefs 
than  fifty  per  cent.  Your  Lordlhips 
will  then  form  an  eftimate  of  the  part 
that  is  paid  annually  upon  the  impor- 
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tation  into  America,  which  is  gene- 
rally aViovv'ed  to  be  at  leaft  two  mil- 
lions lleriing. — So  great  are  the  ad- 
vantages ariling  yearly  to  Great  Bri- 
tain from  the  colonies,  moll  of  which, 
it  is  faid,  were  fettled,  and  have  been 
maintained  and  defended,  till  within 
a  very  few  years,  folely  at  their  own 
expence  :  this  Houfe  can  aiiirm  for 
one  province  only. 

But  the  bearing  an  unequal  fhare 
of  the  public  burthens,  though  a  real 
grievance,  is  of  but  fmall  confidera- 
tion,  when  compared  with  another, 
in  the  mentioning  of  which,  the 
Houfe  begs  your  Lordfhip's  indul- 
gence. The  duties  levied  in  America, 
by  virtue  of  the  aforementioned  a<5ls, 
were  impofed  with  the  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue ; 
and  are  to  be  applied,  in  the  iirll 
place,  for  making  a  more  certain  and 
adequate  provifion  for  the  charge  of 
the  adminillrauon  cf  jullice,  and  the 
fupport  of  civil  government,  in  fuch 
colonies  where  it  fhall  be  found  ne- 
ceffary ;  and  the  refidue  is  from  time  to 
time  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament, 
towards  defraying  the  necefiary  ex- 
pences  of  defending,  protecting,  and 
fecuring  the  colonies.  It  is  humbly 
fubniitted,  whether  his  Majeity's  com- 
mons in  Britain  have  not,  by  thefe 
afts,  granted  the  property  of  their 
fellow  fubjefts  in  America,  without 
their  confsnt  in  Parliament.  Your 
Lordlhips  will  allow,  that  it  is  an  un- 
alterable rule  in  equity,  that  a  man 
Ihall  have  the  free  ufe  and  the  fole 
difpofal  of  his  property.  This  origi- 
nal principle,  to  the  lailing  honour 
of  our  Britifh  ancellors,  was  in  early 
time  ingrafted  into  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution,  and  is  the  greatell  fecurity,  as 
well  as  the  brighteit  ornament  of  a 
Britifh  fubjeft.  It  adds  to  the  real 
grandeur  of  the  Britifh  monarch, 
whofe  happy  fubjedls  have  an  unfha- 
ken  opinion  of  their  own  fafety, 
which  is  the  perfetlion  of  political 

liberty : 
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liberty:  Tuch  a  conftitudon  fhall  in 
future  ages  be  admired,  when  the 
pames  ot  tyrants  and  their  vaflals 
ihal!  be  alike  forgot.  This  conftitu- 
tion,  my  Lords,  is  fixed:  it  is  from 
thence  that  all  power  in  the  ftate  de- 
rives its  authority :  therefore,  no 
power  can  exceed  the  bounds  of  it 
without  dertroying  its  own  foundati- 
on. It  is  conceived,  that  even  the 
rcmotell  and  mcll  inconfidcrabie  fub- 
jecl  hath  an  equitable  claim  to  the 
benefit  of  the  fundamental  rules  of 
^the  conftitution;  for  all  Britifh  fub- 
jeds  are  alike  free.  The  bleffings  of 
the  Britilh  conftitution  will  for  ever 
keep  the  fubjeds  in  this  province 
united  to  the  mother  ftate,  as  long  as 
the  fcntiments  of  liberty  are  preferv- 
ed :  but  v/nat  liberty  can  remain  to 
them,  when  their  property,  the  fruit 
of  their  toil  and  induftry,  and  the 
prop  of  ail  their  future  hopes  in  life, 
may  be  taken  from  them  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  others?  They  have  never 
been  backward  in  affording  their  aid 
to  his  Majefty,  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability  :  they  can  fay  without  vanity, 
and  they  may  be  allowed  to  boaft, 
that  from  the  days  of  their  ancellors, 
no  fubjeds  have  given  more  fignal 
pioofs  of  zeal  for  the  feri'ice  and  ho- 
nour of  their  fovereign,  and  affcftion 
for  the  parent  country  :  It  has  ftill  of 
late  been  the  invariable  ufage  for  his 
Majefty's  requifitions  to  be  laid  before 
their  own  reprefentatives ;  and  their 
aid  has  not  been  tributary,  but  the 
irce  and  voluntary  gift  cf  all:  the 
change  is  in  its  nature  delicate  and 
important ;  your  Lordfhips  will  judge 
whether  there  be  any  neceflity  or  pref- 
iing  reafons  of  it :  the  Houfe  are  not 
inlenfible  that  the  colonies  have  their 
enemies,  who  may  have  reprefented 
them  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  and 
the  Parliamejat  as  feditious,  difloyal, 
lind  difpofed  to  fet  up  an  indepen- 
dency on  Great  Britain :  but  they 
rely  upon  the  candour  of  your  Lord- 


fhips judgment :  they  can  afHrm,  that* 
with  regard  to  this  province,  and,  they 
prefume,  all  the  colonies,  the  charge 
is  injurious  and  unjuft ;  the  fuperin- 
tending  authority  of  his  Majefty's 
high  court  of  Parliament,  the  fupreme 
legillative  over  the  whole  empire,  is 
as  clearly  admitted  here  as  in  Britain  ; 
fo  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the  funda- 
mental rules  of  the  conilitution  :  and, 
it  is  prefumed,  it  is  not  further  ad- 
miffable  there. 

The  Houfe  are  humbly  in  opinion, 
that  a  reprefentation  of  their  conftitu- 
ents  in  that  high  court,  by  reafon  of 
local  circumftances,  will  for  ever  be 
impracticable  :  and  that  his  Majefty's 
royal  predeceifors  were  gracioufly 
pleafed,  by  charter,  to  creil  a  legif- 
lative  in  the  province,  as  perfedly 
free  as  a  fubordination  would  admit, 
that  the  fubjefts  here  might  enjoy  the 
unalienable  right  of  a  repreTentation  ; 
and  further,  that  the  nation  hath 
ever  fmce  confidered  them  as  fubjedls, 
though  remote,  and  conceded  to  the 
afts  of  the  fubordinate  legiflation. 
Their  charter  is  a  check  upon  them, 
and  effedually  fecures  their  depend- 
ance  on  Great  Britain  ;  for  no  aiils 
can  be  in  force  till  the  King's  go- 
vernor has  given  his  affent,  and  all 
laws  that  are  made  are  laid  before  his 
Majefty-,  who  at  any  time,  during 
three  years  after  they  are  made,  may 
difannul  them  at  his  royal  pleafure : 
under  this  check  the  Houfe  humbly 
conceive  a  reprefentation  in  Parlia- 
ment cannot  be  neceliary  for  the  na- 
tion, and  for  many  reafons  it  cannot 
be  eligible  to  tham  :  all  they  defire 
is,  to  be  placed  on  their  original 
ftanding,  that  they  may  ftill  be  hap- 
py in  the  enjoyment  of  their  invalua- 
ble privileges,  and  the  nation  may 
ftill  rt-ap  the  advantage  of  their  growth 
and  profperity. 

The  Houfe  intreat  your  Lordfliips 
patience  one  moment  longer,  while 
they  juft   mentioA  the  danger   they 

appre- 
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apprehend  to  their  liberties,  if  the 
crowHi  in  addition  to  its  uncontro- 
verted  right  of  appointing  a  gover- 
nor, fhould  alfo  appoint  him  a  Hi- 
pend  at  the  expence  of  the  people, 
and  without  their  confent.  And  alfo, 
whether,  as  the  judges  and  other  civil 
officers  of  the  province  do  not  hold 
commiiTions  during  good  behaviour, 
there  is  not  a  probability  that  arbitrary 
rule  may  in  fome  time  take  elFeft, 
to  the  fubverfion  of  the  principles  of 
equity  and  juilice,  and  the  ruin  of 
liberty  and  virtue. 

It  is  humbly  hoped,  that  your  Lord- 
Ihips  will  conceive  a  favourable  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  the  province  ; 
and  that  you  will  patronize  their  li- 
berties, fo  far  as  in  your  great  wif- 
dom  and  candour  you  fhall  judge  to 
be  right. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

The.  fcllonxnng  is  a  genuine  copy  of  the 
circulatory    letter   <which    ^~jjas  Je^it 
from   the    Hovfe'  of  Reprefetifati'ves 
of  the  province  of  MaJJachufetts-Bay  y 
to    the    Speakers   of  the   refpedi-ue 
Houfes  and  Burgejfes  on  the  Continent 
of  North  America. 
Province  of  the  MaJ/achufetfs-Bay, 
Feb.  II,    1768. 
SIR, 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  province  have  taken  into  their 
f«ious  confideration  the  great  difficul- 
ties that  ?nufl:  accrue   to  themfelves 
and  their  conilituents,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  feveral  Ads  of  Parliament 
impofmg  duties  and  ta^ce^  on  the  Ame- 
rican colonies. 

As  it  is  a  fubjeil  in  which  every 
colony  is  deeply  interefted,  they  have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  but  your  Houfe  is 
duly  impreffed  with  its  importance ; 
and  that  fuch  couftitutional  meafures 
will  be  come  into  as  are  proper.  It 
feems  to  be  neceffary,  that  all  poffible 
care  fhould  be  taken  that  the  repre- 
fentations  of  the  feveral   ailembliea. 
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upon  fo  delicate  a  point,  Ihouid  har' 
monize  with  each  other :  the  Houfe 
therefore  hope  that  this  letter  will  be 
candidly  confidered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  expreiling  a  difpofition  freely 
to  communicate  their  mind  to  a  fifter 
colony,  upon  a  common  concern,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  would  be 
glad  to  receive  the  fentinients  of  your, 
or  any  other  Houfe  of  Affembly  on 
the  continent. 

The  Houfe  have  humbly  reprefent- 
ed  to  the  Minillry  their  own  fenti- 
ments  :  that  his  Majeity's  High  Court 
of  Parliament  is  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive  power  over  the  whole  empire  i 
that  in  all  free  ftates  the  conllitution 
is  fixed :  and  as  the  fupreme  legifia- 
tive  derives  its  power  and  authority 
from  the  conflitution,  it  cannot  over- 
leap the  bounds  of  it,  without  de- 
ftroying  its  foundation  :  that  the  con- 
ftitution  afcertains  and  limits  both 
fovereignty  and  allegiance :  and  there- 
fore his  Majefty's  American  fubjecls 
who  acknowledge  themfelves  bound 
by  the  ties  of  allegiance,  have  an 
equitable  claim  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  Bri- 
tilK  conflitution  :  that  it  is  an  effential 
unalterable  right  in  nature,  ingrafted 
into  the  Britifh  conlHtution  as  a  fun- 
damental law,  and  ever  held  facred 
and  irrevocable  by  the  fabjedls  within 
the  realm,  that  what  a  man  hath  ho- 
neftly  acquired  is  abfolutely  his  own, 
which  he  may  freely  give,  but  cannoG 
be  taken  from  him  without  his  coa- 
fent :  that  the  American  fubjecls  may 
therefore,  exclulive  of  any  confidera- 
tion of  charter  rights,  with  a  decent 
Ermnefs  adapted  to  the  charadler  of 
freemen  and  fubjeds,  affert  this  na- 
tural conilitutional  right. 

It  is  moreover  their  humble  opinion, 
which  they  exprefs  with  the  greatefl 
deference  to  the  wifdom  of  the  parlia- 
ment; that  the  a6ls  made  there,  im- 
pofmg duties  on  the  people  of  this 
province,  with  the  fol.e  and  exprefs 

purpofe 
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purpofe  of  ralfmg  a  revenue,  are  in- 
fringements of  their  natural  and  con- 
illtutional  rights;  becaufe,  as  they 
arc  not  reprefented  in  the  Britilh  par- 
liament, his  Majelty's  commons  in 
Britain  by  thofe  ads  grant  their  pro- 
perty without  their  confent. 

This  Houfe  further  are  of  opinion, 
that  their  conftituents,  confidering 
their  local  circumllances,  cannot  by 
any  poffibility  be  reprefented  in  the 
Parliament ;  and  that  it  will  for  ever 
be  impraaicable  that  they  ihould  be 
equally  reprefented  there,  and  confe- 
quently  not  at  all ;  being  feparated 
by  an  ocean  of  a  thoufand  leagues ; 
that  his  Majefty's  royal  predeceflbrs, 
for  this  reafon,  were  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  form  a  fubordinate  legislative  here, 
that  their  fubjeds  might  enjoy  the 
unalienable  right  of  a  reprefentation. 
Alfo  that  confidering  the  utter  im- 
pradicability  of  their  ever  being  fully 
and  equally  reprefented  in  parlia- 
ment, and  the  great  expence  that 
mull  unavoidably  attend  even  a  par- 
tial reprefentation  there,  this  Houfe 
think,  that  a  taxation  of  their  confti- 
tuents, even  without  their  confent, 
grievous  as  it  is,  would  be  preferable 
to  any  reprefentation  that  could  be 
admitted  for  them  there. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  and  alfo 
confidering  that  were  the  right  in  the 
parliament  ever  fo  clear,  yet  for  ob- 
vious reafons  it  would  be  beyond  the 
rule  of  equity,  that  their  conftituents 
Ihould  be  taxed  on  the  manufaaures 
of  Great  Britain  here,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  they  pay  for  them  in  Eng- 
land, and  other  advantages  arifing  to 
Great  Britain  from  the  ads  of  trade  ; 
this  Houfe  have  preferred  a  humble, 
dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to  our  moft 
gracious  fovereign,  and  made  fuch 
reprefentation  to  his  Majefty's  mini- 
fters,  as  they  apprehend  would  tend 
to  obtain  redrefs. 

They  have  alfo  fubmitted  to  con- 
fideration,   whether  apy  people  can 


be  faid  to  enjoy  any  degree  of  free- 
dom, if  the  crown,  in  addition  to  its 
undoubted  authority  of  conftituting  a 
governor,  Ihould  appoint  him  fuch  a 
ftipend  as  it  fhall  judge  proper,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  people,  and  at 
their  expence:  and  whether,  while 
the  judges  of  the  land,  and  other  civil 
officers,  ho'd  not  their  commiffions 
during  good  behaviour,  their  having 
falaries  appointed  for  them  by  the 
crown,  independant  of  the  people, 
hath  not  a  tendency  to  fubvert  the 
principles  of  equity,  and  endanger 
the  happinefs  and  fecurity  of  the  fub- 
jea. 

In  addition  to  thefe  meafures,  the 
Houfe  have  wrote  a  letter  to  their 
agent,  Mr.  De  Berdt,  the  fentiments 
of  which  he  is  direaed  to  lay  before 
the  miniftry ;  wherein  they  take  no- 
tice of  the  hardlhip  of  the  aa  for 
preventing  mutiny  and  defertion ; 
which  requires  the  governor  and 
council  to  provide  enumerated  articles 
for  the  King's  marching  troops,  and 
the  people  to  pay  the  expence :  and 
alfo  the  commiffion  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  commiftioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms  to  refide  in  America,  which 
authorizes  them  to  make  as  many  ap- 
pointments as  they  think  fit,  and  to 
pay  the  appointees  what  fums  they 
pleafe,  for  whofe  mal-condua  they 
are  not  accountable :  from  whence 
it  may  happen,  that  officers  of  the 
crown  may  be  multiplied  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  become  dangerous  to 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  virtue 
of  a  commiffion  which  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  this  Houfe  to  derive  any  fuch 
advantages  to  trade  as  many  have 
been  led  to  expea. 

Thefe  are  the  fentiments  and  pro- 
ceedings of  this  houfe :  and  as  they 
have  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  enemies  of  the  colonies  have  re- 
prefented them  to  his  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters  and  the  parliament  as  faaious, 
difloyal,  and  having  a  dilpofition  to 

make 
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make  themfelves  independent  of  the 
mother  country,  they  have  taken  oc- 
cafion,  in  the  moll  humble  terms,  to 
affure  his  Majefty  and  his  minifters, 
that  with  regard  to  the  people  of  this 
province,  and,  as  they  doubt  not,  of 
all  the  colonies,  that  the  charge  is 
iinjuil. 

The  Houfe  is  fully  fatisned,  that 
your  afTembly  is  too  generous  and  en- 
larged in  fentiment  to  believe,  that 
this  letter  proceeds  from  an  ambition 
of  taking  the  lead,  or  dilating  to 
the  other  afTemblies  :  they  freely  fub- 
mit  their  opinion  to  the  judgment  of 
others ;  and  Ihall  take  it  kind  in  your 
Houfe  to  point  out  to  them  any 
thing  further  that  may  be  thought 
neceflary. 

This  Houfe  cannot  conclude  with- 
out expreffing  their  firm  confidence  in 
the  King,  our  common  head,  and 
father,  that  the  united  and  dutiful 
fupplications  of  his  diftrefTed  Ameri- 
can fubjefts  will  meet  with  his  royal 
and  favourable  acceptance. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker.- 

A  copy  of  the  abo^e  letter  ivas  alfof 
hy  order  of  the  Houfe ^  fent  to  Dennis 
De  Berdty  Efq  ;  agent  to  the  province 
in  London  ;  that  he  might  make  ufeof  ity 
if  necefary ,  to  prevent  any  mifreprejenta- 
tion  of  it  in  England. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  Feb. 
13,  1768. 
Vv'^hereas  this  Houfe  hath  direfted 
that  a  letter  be  fent  to  the  feveral 
Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  snd  Bur- 
gefL^s  of  the  Britifh  colonies  on  the 
continent,  fetting  forth  the  fentiments 
of  the  Houfe,  with  regard  to  the  great 
difficulties  that  muft  accrue  by  the 
operation  of  divers  acls  of  parliament, 
for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  co- 
lonies for  the  fole  and  exprefs  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue,  and  their  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  in  an  humb'e.  loy- 
al and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King, 
and  fuch  reprefsntations  to  hii  Ma- 


C    U    M    E    N    T    S.  195 

jefty's  minifters  as  they  apprehended 
might  have  a  tendency  to  their  ob- 
taining relief:  and  whereas  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  all  eiFec- 
tual  methods  fhould  be  taken  to  cul- 
tivate a  harmony  between  the  feveral 
branches  of  this  government,  as  being 
necefTary  to  promote  the  profperiry  of 
his  Majefiy's  government  in  the  pro- 
vince: 

Relolved,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Col. 
Preble,  Mr.  Spooner,  Mr.  Sayvvard, 
and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  acquaint  him  that  a  copy  of  the 
letter  aforefaid  will  be  laid  before 
him  as  foon  as  it  can  be  drafted,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  relative  to  faid  affair,  if  he 
ihall  defirc  it ;  and  that  the  faid  com- 
mittee humbly  requcft  that  his  Excel- 
lency would  be  pleafed  to  favour  the 
Houfe  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  from 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
lately  read  to  the  Houfe  by  order  of 
his  Excellency,  and  his  Ovvn  fevera 
letters  to  which  it  refers. 

T.  CusHiNG,  Speaker. 
His  Excellency's  Anfnxjer. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta^ 
ti-ves. 

In  anfvver  to  your  meflage  of  the 
13th  inftant,  I  find  it  necefTary  to  in- 
form you,  that  foon  after  the  letter 
of  the  Earl  of  Shelhurne  was  read  in 
your  Houfe,  I  ordered  a  copy  of  it  to 
be  given  to  the  Speaker,  to  be  uled 
as  he  fhould  think  fit,  upon  con .i- 
tlon  that  no  other  copy  fliould  be 
taken  thereof:  I  am  very  willing 
that  the  copy  in  the  Speaker's  hands 
fhould  be  communicated  to  you  in 
any  manner  which  is  conliftent  Vv'ith 
that  reftridion. 

I  know  of  no  letters  of  my  own 
which  I  think  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  you 
upon  this  occafion. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  in  opinioa 

that  all  eiFedual  methods  fhould  be 

taken  to  cultivate  an  harmony  between 

C  Q  thQ 
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the  feveral  branches  of  the  legiflature 
of  this  government,  as  being  necef- 
fary  to  promote  the  profperity  of  the 
province  ;  and  I  {hall  chearfully  join 
with  you  in  all  proper  meafures  for  fo 
falutary  a  purpofe. 
Council-Chajnher ^   Fra.  Bernard. 

Feb.  16,  1768. 
In  the  Hoiife  of  Reprefeniatit'eSj   Feb, 
18,    1768. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Hancock,  Ma- 
jor Frye,  Colonel  Richmond,  Colonel 
Noyes,  and  Col.  Stoddard,  be  a  com 
mittee  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  prefent  to  him  the 
following  anfwer  to  his  meflage  of  the 
»a6thinllant. 

T.  CusHiNG,  Speaker. 
May  it  pleafe your  Excellency, 

Your  meflage  of  the  i6th  inftant 
has  been  read  and  duly  confidered  in 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The 
manner,  in  which  your  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  introduce  into  this 
jhoufe  the  letter  from  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  by  giving  or- 
ders to  the  fecretary  to  read  it  with- 
out leaving  a  copy,  appeared  to  be 
unprecedented  and  unparliamentary ; 
but  this  made  but  a  light  impreflion 
on  the  houfe,  when  the  members  re- 
col  lefted,  as  far  as  they  could,  the 
unfavourable  fentiments  his  lordfhip 
thought  himfelf  neceflitated  to  enter- 
tain of  the  two  houfes  of  this  aflem- 
bly,  and  of  fome  particular  members 
in  this  houfe,  whofe  charaders  in  the 
opinion  of  the  houfe  fland  unimpeach- 
able. Under  this  apprehenfion  they 
thought  it  necefTary  for  their  vindica- 
tion humbly  to  requeH  your  Excel len 
cy  to  favour  them  with  a  copy  of  his 
lordfliip's  letter;  and  as  it  appeared 
to  them  that  his  loidfhip  had  formed 
his  fentiments  of  the  two  houfes,  and 
their  members,  from  your  own  l.tters 
to  which  he  referred,  the  houfv.-  thought 
they  couL  not  do  thcn-.felves  and  their 
members  juftice,  unlefs  they  could  be 
favoured  with  a  fight  of  tliem  alfo. 


C   U   M    E    N   T    S. 

and  accordingly  requefted  it  of  your 
Excellency. 

You  are  pleafed  to  fay  that  you 
know  of  no  letters  of  your  *'  own  that 
you  think  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  the 
houfe  upon  this  occafion."--The  houfe 
did  not  in  their  vote  or  mclTage  fay 
what  occafion  they  had  to  requeft 
them.  But  when  his  lordfliip  exprefs- 
ly  fays,  that  it  appears  from  your 
feveral  letters,  that  your  negativing 
counfellors  in  the  late  eleftions  was 
done  with  due  deliberation  and  judg- 
ment, it  is  natural  fcr  the  houfe  to 
conclude,  that  your  Excellency  had 
thought  it  convenient,  to  give  his 
lordihip,  the  particular  reafons  you 
had,  for  a  meafure  fo  rare  and  extra- 
ordinary.  Thefe    reafons    feem   to 

have  prevailed  to  juftify  your  Excel- 
lency ;  for  his  lordfhip  acqu.iints  you, 
that  his  Majefly  is  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  approve  of  your  having  exerted 
the  power  lodged  in  you  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  province  :  but  unfor- 
tunately for  the  two  houfes  his  lord- 
fhip pafles  a  different  judgment  upon 
their  conduft,  and  takes  occafion  to 
applaud  the  wifdom  of  thofe  who 
framed  the  charter,  in  providing  that 
a  power  fhould  be  placed  in  the  Go- 
vernor as  an  occasional  check  upon 
any  indifcreet  ufe  of  the  right  of 
electing  counlellors.  It  evidently  ap- 
pears from  this  pafTage,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minilter  has  conceived  an  opi- 
nion of  the  two  houfes,  as  having 
made  an  indifcreet  ufe  of  a  charter 
right.  The  houfe  were  willing  to  be 
convinced  that  this  opinion  and  other 
fentiments  exprefl'ed  in  his  lordfhip's 
letter,  which  imply  an  high  cenfure 
upon  the  two  houfes,  and  i;pon  par- 
ticular members  of  this  houi'e,  were 
rather  inferences  drawn  from  your 
letters,  in  which  liis  lordfiiip  might 
be  liable  to  miltake,  than  ihe  direct 
exprcfTions  of  it :  had  your  Excellen- 
cy been  pleafed,  to  have  favoured 
them  with   the  copies,    they  might  -j 

have 
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have  been  of  ufe  on  this  occafion, 
and  fatisfaftory  to  the  houfe :  but 
as  you  have  thought  proper  to  refufe 
them,  they  are  left  to  conjeiflure  wich 
all  poinble  candour,  and  appeal  to 
the  world. 

His  Led/hip  is  induced  to  believe, 
that  th?  a/icmbly  have  made  an  indii- 
creet  ufe    of  their  right  of  chufmg 
coanfellors,   to  the  exclufion  of  the 
principal  officers  of  government  from 
the  board,  whofe   pre  fence  there  as 
counfellors  fo  manifeftly  tends  to  fi- 
cilitate  the  courfe  of  public  bufinefs, 
and  who  have  therefore  been  before 
this  period  ufually  cleded  ;  and,  that 
they  have  thus  exerted  their  right, 
with  a  far  different  intention   from 
that,  of  promoting  the  re-eftablifh- 
jnent  of  tranquility,  and  evincing  the 
duty  and  attachment   of  the  colony 
towards  Great-Britain. — The  houfe 
would  be  glad  to  juftify  this  conftr ac- 
tion of  his  Lordlhip's  letter,  which 
is  nearly  in  the  words  of  it,  by  pub- 
liihing  it  in  their  journals,  but  that  is 
inconfiftent  with  your  Excellency's  re- 
llridiions. — This  is  not  the  firil  time 
that  his  Majeily's  minillers,  and  even 
his  Majelly  himfelf,  after  having  had 
before  him  your  Excellency's  letters, 
and  the  inclolures,    has    thought   it 
neceffary  to  form   an  opinion  of  his 
loyal  fubjedls  of  this  province,  as  hav- 
ing a  degree  of  ill  temper  prevailing 
among  them  ;  and  your  Excellency 
cannot  be  infenfible,  that  the  prefePxt 
houfe  have  heretofore,  for  the  fake  of 
conciliating  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  reftoring  an  unanimity  to  this  ge- 
neral court,  requt:fled  your- Excellen- 
cy to  give  them  the  opportunity  of 
making  it  evident  to  their  conftitu- 
ents,  that  your  letters  had  no  ten- 
dency  to  induce    fuch   an   opinion : 
and  the  houfe  ftill  think  that  nothing 
would  tend  more  to  promote  the  fa- 
lutary  purpofe  of  cultivating  an  har- 
mony between   the  feveral   branches 
of  this  legiflature,  in  which  your  Ex- 
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cellency  exprclTes  a  diipofition  chear- 


fully  to  join  with  the  houfe,  than  an 
open  and  unreferved  explanation  to 
each  other:  for  this  purpofe,  the 
houfe  in  their  meffage  allured  you, 
that  they  were  ready  to  lay  before  you 
their  humble  petition  to  his  Majefly, 
and  their  reprefentations  to  his  mini- 
llers, with  all  their  other  proceedings 
upon  the  important  m.atters  that  have 
been  before  them,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  made  their  reafcnable  re- 
quefr  of  your  Excellency's  letters. 

After  having  recited  a  great  part 
of  the   fentiment  of  his   Lordlhip's 
letter,  no  one  ean  be  aftonifhed  at 
the  conclufion  he  is  pleafed  to  make, 
that  under  fuch  circumftances  it  can- 
not be  furprifing,  that  his  Majefty's 
governor  exerts  the  right  entrulled  to 
him  by  the  fame  conltitudon,  to  the 
purpofe  of  excluding  thole  from  the 
council,    whofe    miitaken    zeal    may 
have  led  them  into  improper  exceffes, 
and  whofe  private  refentments   (and 
his  lordfhip  adds,  he  fhould  be  forry 
to  afcribe  to  them  motives  ftill  more 
blameable)  may  in  your  opinion  fur- 
ther lead  them  to  embarrafs  the  ad- 
miniftration  and  endanger  the  quiet 
of  the  province. — Surely  his  lordihip 
would  never  have  paffcd  fuch  a  cen* 
fure  upon  the  two  houfes  of  aflembly, 
nor  upon  particular  gentlemen  alto- 
gether  ftrangers   to  him,  but   upon 
what  he  thought  to  be  the  beft  autho- 
rity; it  is  far  beneath  his  charafter 
and  dignity  to  give  credit,  or  even 
to  hearken  to  any  account  fo  preju- 
dicial to  the  reputation  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  of  particular  perfons,  but 
what  he  receives  from  gentlemen  in 
the  higheft  Nations  in  it, — Your  Ex- 
cellency then  ir.uil:  allow  the  houfe  to 
believe,  until  they  Ihall  be  convinced 
to  the  contrary,  that  your  feveral  let- 
ters, to  which  his  lordfliip  refers,  are 
fo  fully  expreffed  as  to  have  left  his 
lordihip  no  room  to  fuipeft  that  he 
could  be  niiHaken. 
C  c  a  la 
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In  fuch  a  cafe  your  Excellency  can- 
not think  that  the  hoiife  ca-n  remain 
in  filence  :  they  recommend  to  their 
injured  members  a  becoming  calm- 
nefs  and  fortitude  ;  and  take  this  oc- 
cafion  to  bear  a  teftimony  to  their 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  their  king  and 
the  rights  of  their  conftituents :  but 
the  character  of  the  people  whom  this 
hcufe  reprelbnt,  as  well  as  their  own 
honour  is  at  Hake,  and  requires  them 
to  take  every  prudent  meafure  for 
their  own  vindication.  The  houfe 
are  truly  forry  that  this  new  occafion 
of  miftruil  and  jealoufy  has  happen- 
ed, but  they  can  never  be  (o  wanting 
to  themfelves,  as  to  omit  the  oppor- 
tunity of  removing  from  his  lordiliip's 
mind  the  unfavourable  impreffions 
which  appear  by  his  letters,  and  what 
js  of  much  greater  importance  to  them, 
of  Handing  before  their  Ibvereign  in 
their  own  jult  character  of  loyal  fub- 
jedts. 

February  23,  1768. 
^he  Secretary  njjent  do^n  to  the  Houfe 
of  Reprejentati'ves  'ivith  the  fcllo-iv- 
ing  fneffage  from  his  Excellency  the 
Qo'vernor,  H.vhich  to  pre-vent  mif- 
takci  nxas  reduced  to  ^Lvritif?g,  and 
a  copy  thereof  deli^vered  to  the  Speak- 
er. 

Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  ordered  by  his  Excellency  to 
inform  you  that  as  this  Houfe  has 
thought  fit  to  permit  iheir  mellage  of 
Feb.  i8ch,  containing  extrads  from 
the  Secretary  of  Scare's  letter  with 
obfervations  upon  it  to  be  printed  in 
a  common  news-paper,  it  is  to  no 
purpofe  to  continue  the  reilridlion 
againil  granting  copies  of  fuch  let- 
ter :  he  therefore  confcnts  that  ic  may 
be  entered  upon  tlie  journal  of  the 
houfe. 

Copy  of  a  letter  fern  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Shelburney  to  his  Excel- 
lency Gpnj.  Bernard  J  dated  White- 
halli  \'}th  Sept.   \']6'j,  njuhich  %vas 


read  to  the  Hotfe  by  order  of  his  Ex- 
cellency,  and  occafoned  the  Utter  to 
his  Lcrdjhip  inf tried  p.   198. 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  fignify  to  you 
his    Majeily's    approbation   of    your 
condudl,  and   to  acquaint  you,   that 
he  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  approve 
of  your  having    exerted    the    power 
lodged  in  you   by  the  conilitution  of 
the   province  of  MaffMchufetts-Bay, 
of  negativing  counfellors  in  the  late 
election,    which  appears  from    your 
feveral  letters  to  have  been  done  with 
due  deliberation  and  judgment. 

Thofe  v/ho  framed  the  prcfent  char- 
ter very  wife4y  provided  that  this 
power  lliould  be  placed  in  the  gover- 
nor as  an  occafional  check  upon  any 
indifcreet  ufe  of  the  right  of  electing 
counfellors,  which  was  given  by  char- 
ter to  the  afiembly,  which  might  at 
certain  periods,  by  an  improper  exer- 
cife,  have  a  tendency  to  dilturb  the 
deliberations  of  that  part  of  the  le- 
giflature,  from  whom  the  greatefl 
gravity  and  mcderadon  is  more  pe- 
culiarly expefled.  As  long  therefore 
as  the  affembly  fiiall  exert  their  right 
of  election  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
principal  officers  of  government,  from 
council,  whofe  prelence  there,  as 
counfellors,  fo  manifeflly  tends  to 
facilitate  the  courfe  of  public  bufi- 
nefs,  and  who  have  therefore  been 
before  this  period  ufually  elecled,  and 
whilft,  in  particular,  they  exclude  men 
of  fuch  unexceptionable  charaders  as 
both  the  prefent  lieutenant  governor 
and  fecretary  undoubtedly  are,  and 
that  too,  at  a  time  when  it  is  more 
peculiarly  the  duty  of  all  parts  of  the 
conilitution  to  promote  the  re-ellab- 
lilliment  of  tranquility,  and  nor  fore- 
go the  lead  occaiion  of  evincing  the 
duty  and  attachment  of  the  colony 
towards  Great-Britain  ;  it  cannot, 
under  fuch  circumllance.s  be  furpriz- 
ing  that  his  Majelty's  governor  exerts 
the  rioht  entrurted  to  him  by  the  fan)e 
conilitution,  to  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
cluding 
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eluding  thofe  from  the  council  whofe 
miftaken  zeal  may  have  led  them  in- 
to improper  excefles,  and  whofe  pri- 
vate refentments  (and  I  fhould  be 
forry  to  afcribe  to  them  motives  ftill 
more  blameable)  may  in  your  opinion 
further  lead  them  to  embarrafs  the 
adminillration  and  endanger  the  quiet 
of  the  province. 

The  difpute  which  h?.s  arifen  con- 
cerning the  lieutenant-governor's  be- 
ing prefent  without  a  voice,  at  the 
deliberations  of  the  council,  is  no 
otherwife  important,  than  as  it  tends 
to  fhew  a  warmth  in  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  which  I  am  extreme- 
ly lorry  for. — There  is  no  pretence 
of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  prefence  of  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor in  council,  there  is  no  novelty  in 
the  pra<fti.e,  and  there  is  an  apparent 
utility  and  propriety  in  admittrng  hitn 
to  be  prefent  at  the  deliberations  of 
the  council,  who  may  be  fuddenly 
called  to  the  adminillration  of  the 
province.  If  this  oppofition  to  the 
lieutenant  governor's  fitting  in  coun- 
cil, is  to  be  confidered  as  perfonal,  it 
mull  appear  here  very  extraordinary, 
that  a  perion  of  his  very  reipeftable 
charadler,  and  whofe  learning  and 
ability  have  been  exerted  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  America,  fhould  yet  meet 
with  fo  much  animofity  and  ill-will 
in  a  province,  which  feems  to  owe 
him  particular  obligations.  But  the 
queilion  concerning  his  admilTion 
feems  to  lie  after  all  in  the  breafl  of 
the  council  only,  as  being  the  proper 
judges  of  their  own  privileges,  and 
as  having  the  bell  right  to  determine 
uhcm  they  will  admit  to  be  prefent 
at  their  deliberations. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  agency  of 
the  province,  it  is  doubtlefs  a  point 
that  merits  attention  :  but  as  matters 
of  this  nature  from  other  provinces 
have  been  heretofore  under  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  lords  of  trade,  his 
IVlajefly  has  been  pleafed  to  refer  the 
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v^'hole  matter  to  their  Iciips  for 
their  report,  before  any  denination 
fhall  be  taken  thereupon. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  Si:hat  it  is 
his  Majclly's  determined  rution  to 
extend  to  you  his  countnce  and 
proteftion  in  every  conllitmal  mea- 
fure  that  Ihall  be  found  nfiary  for 
the  fupport  of  his  governit  in  the 
Maifachufetts-Bay :  and  will  be 
your  care  and  your  duty  trail  your- 
felf  of  fuch  protedion  iuofe  cafes 
only,  where  the  honour  I  dignity 
of  his  ?vl3Jeily's  govcrnm:  is  really  ) 
either  mediately  or  immately  con- 
cerned. 

It  is  unnecefTary  to  obfe  that  the 
nature  of  the  Englifh  ccitution  is 
fuch  as  to  furnilli  no  re^round  of 
jealoufy  to  the  coloniesnd  where 
there  is  fo  large  a  foundon  of  con- 
fidence, it  cannot  be,  b  that  acci- 
dental jealoufies  mull  )fide,  -and 
things  again  return  to  eir  proper 
and  national  courfe ;  t  extremes 
even  of  legal  right,  onither  fide, 
though  fometimes  necefy,  are  al- 
ways inconvenient,  anaen  of  real 
property,  who  mull  be:nfible  that 
their  own  profperity  is  cnefted  with 
the  tranquility  of  the  pvince,  will 
not  long  be  ina(5tive,  fuf  their  quiet 
to  be  diilurbed,  anc  the  peace 
and  fafery  of  the  ftatendangered 
by  the  indifcretion  or  fentment  of 
any. 

I  am,  with  great  trut^nd  regard. 
Sir,  your  moil  edient 

humb  fervant, 
SKLBURNE. 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  \cn.  the  Earl 
of  Shelhurne,  occajiori  by  his  Lord- 
Jhip^s  Letter  to  his  xcelkncy  Go- 
I'ermr  Bernard y  rea  to  the  Houfe 
by  the  Secretary,  by  s  Excellency's 
Order. 
Pro-jince  of  the  Maff.hufetts-Bay, 
January  22,   ']^%. 

My 
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My    U 

His  Ej^eiacy  Governor  Bernard 
has  been  l.red  to  give  orders  to  the 
fecretary  his  province  to  read  to 
the  Houf  Reprefentatives  a  letter 
he  bad  reied  Irom  your  Lordfiiip, 
dated  Whiall  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1 767 A'hich  having  done,  the 
fecretary  hdrew,  without  leaving 
a  copy  as  il. 

The  He  were  both  grieved  and 
aftoniflied  find  your  Lordlhip  un- 
der a  nece,^  of  expreffing  fuch  un- 
favourable jntiments  of  the  two 
Houfes  one  general  aflembly,  as 
well  as  of  Le  particular  members  of 
this  Houietogether  ilrangers  to  yon, 
\yith  regar )  the  eleftion  of  counfel- 
lors  in  V.  laft.  They  obferved, 
that  your  ]dihip*s  letter  had  a  re- 
ference to  eral  of  his  Excellency's 
letters,  up  which  your  fentiments 
feemed  to  Tormed:  and  as  his  Ex- 


itimated  to  the  Speaker 

his  dei^re  of  having  a 

rtain   letter  which   the 

ecled  to  be  fent  to  the 

feveral  Houfes  of  A  f- 

other  colonies,  a  copy 

prefumed  will  be  laid 

rdiliip  ;  the  Koufe  ap- 

dimittee  to  wait  on  his 

nd  acquaint  him,    that 

they  were'rey  to  lay  before  him  tlie 


cellency  ha 
cf  the  Hou 
copy  of  a 
fioufe  had 
Speakers  of 
fembly  in  t 
cf  which  it 
before  your 
pointed  a 
Excellency, 


faid  letter 
ings,  relatir 
thin  before 
it,  Andth 
reeled  hum 


d  their  whole  proceed- 
to  an  important  aiiair 
|cm,  if  hj  ilioald  defire 
ime  committee  was  di- 
to  requeft  his  Excel- 


lency to  favc|  the  Houie  with  a  copy 

cf  your  Lord 

his  own  lett 

Whereupon 

the  Governc 

Houfe  beg 

Lordfliip. 

As  the  Hdfe  think  they  h;,ve  juH 
grounds  of  {picion,  tiiat  his  Excel 
Jency's  letterto  your  Lordfhip  con 
tain,  at  leaft^.n  implication  of  charge 


p's  letter,  tcgttiier  with 
to  which  it  referred. 
eiT.ges  pafild  between 
z.<m\  Houfe,  which  the 
ave  to  inclofe  to  your 


and  accufation  againft  them,  which 
they  are  kept  in  ignorance  of,  they 
rely  upon  your  known  candour  and 
juftice,  that  upon  this  their  humble 
requeft,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give 
orders,  that  copies  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives;  that  they 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating themfelves  and  their  confti- 
tuents,  and  of  happily  removing  from 
yourmindanopinionof  them,  ground- 
ed, as  your  Lordfhip  might  then  rea- 
fonably  judge,  upon  good  informa- 
tion, as  having  behaved  in  a  manner 
unbecoming  the  character  of  loyal 
lubjefts.  They  hope  you  will  be  fo 
favourable  as  to  fnlpend  your  farther 
judgment  of  them,  till  they  can  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  matters 
that  may  have  been  alledged  againft 
them,  and  can  make  their  defence. 
In  the  mean  time  they  beg  leave  juft 
to  mention  to  your  Lordftiip,  that 
tlie  elections  of  the  laft  May,  {o  far  as 
this  Houfe  had  a  part  in  them,  were 
made  with  a  freedom  and  deliberation 
fuitable  to  the  importance  of  them  ; 
that  they  were  in  fiuenced  by  no  mo- 
tives but  the  prolperity  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  gcvernment,  and  thehappinefs  of 
his  fubjedls :  that  the  non-ele<5lion  of 
feveral  gentlemen  of  diftinguiflied  cha- 
racter and  ftation,  was  by  no  means 
the  eifeCl  of  party  prejudice,  private 
rcientment,  or  motives  iUtl  more 
blameable  ;  but  the  refuk  of  calm  re- 
fleiuon  upon  the  danger  that  might 
accrue  to  our  excellent  conftitution, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  from 
too  great  an  opinion  of  the  legiflative, 
executive  and  judiciary  powers  of  go- 
vernment, which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  greateft  writers,  ought  always  to 
be  kept  feparate  :  nor  was  this  a  new 
opinion,  formed  at  a  certain  period  ; 
but  it  has  been  the  prevailing  fenti- 
mcnt  of  many  of  the  moft  fenfible  and 
unexceptionable  gentlemen  in  the  pro- 
vince for  many  years  paft  ;  upon  prin- 
ciples, which  your  Lordftiip's  tho- 
rough 
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rough  knowledge  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  jail  balance  of  the  feveral 
powers  of  government,  this  Houfe  is 
allured,  will  juilify.  And  although 
his  Exce  jcncy  wr.s  pleafed  to  exerciie 
his  undoubted  right  of  negativing 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  elected,  the 
Houfe  have  liad  no  realbn  to  alter 
their  opinion  of  them,  as  being  unex- 
ceptionable in  point  of  ability,  for- 
tune, and  character.  They  beg  par- 
don for  this  further  trouble  given  to 
your  Lordfhip,  which  they  cculd  not 
avoid  ;  being  folicitous  to  fet  their 
conduft  in  its  true  point  of  light  be- 
fore you :  and  they  rely  upon  your 
known  juilice,  that  you  will  intercede 
with  the  throne  for  this  province. 
They  are  afTured,  that  your  Lordfhip 
will  not  fufFer  a  province  to  be  mii- 
reprefented,  even  by  perfons  of  llation 
here:  and  if  there  be  any  fuch,  they 
flatter  themfelves,  that  their  removal 
will  render  this  people  happy  in  the 
elleem  of  the  parent  country,  and 
much  more  fo  in  the  fmiles  of  the  bed 
-of  Kings. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Papers  relating  te  a  fuppofed  lihd  en  the 

Governor  of  the  Province  of  the  Maf- 

fachufetts-Bay. 
The  folloix'ing   <vjas  piihlijhed   in    the 
Bofon  Gazette,  cf  February  29. 

MeJ/i'S.  Edes  and  Gill. 

Pleafe  to  infert  thefclloiving. 

Ma}  it  pleale  your  - — -,  We  have 
for  a  lon^;  time  known  your  enmity 
to  this  province.  We  have  fall  proof 
of  your  cruelty  to  a  loyal  people.  No 
age  has  perhaps  furnilhed  a  more  glar- 
ing inftance  of  obilinate  perfeverance 
in  rhe  path  of  malice,  than  is  now  ex- 
hibited in  your .    Could  you 

have  reaped  any  advantage  from  in- 
juring this  people,  there  would  have 
been  fome  excufe  for  the  manifold 
abufes  with  which  you  have  loaded 
them.  But  when  a  diabolical  thirll 
for  mifchief  is  the  alone  motive  of 


your  coaduft,  you  mull  nc  wonder  if 


you  are  tueated  v/ith  open 
it  is  impoffible,  how  muc 
endeavour  it,  to  feci  an 
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iilike;  for 
Soever  we 
G^Qtm  for 


a  man  like  you— Bad  astiie  world 
may  be,  there  is  yet  in  ^ery  breall 
fomething  which  points  0 :  the  good 
man  as  an  objed  worth)  )frefpe6l, 
and  marks  the  guileful  "eacherous 
man-hater  for  diigull  andnfamy— 

Nothing  has  ever  bee  more  in- 
tolerable than  your  infole 
late  occ.^.fion,  when  you  ._  ^j  _^„„^ 
judicial  innnuations,  indue  1  a  worthy 
minifter  of  Hate,  to  forni  mofl  un- 
favourable opinion  of  therovince  ia 
general,  and  fome  of  u  moil  re- 
Ipedable  inhabitants  in  articular; 
you  had  the  effrontery  troroduce  a 
letter  from  his  Lordihip,  \  proof  of 
your  fuccefs  in  calumnijng  us. — 
Surely  you  mull  fuppofe  \jhave  loft; 
all  feeling,  or  you  wou  not  dare 
thus  tauntingly  to  difplay  s  trophies 
of  your  llanders,  and  u]aidingly, 
to  make  us  fenfible  of  t  inexpref- 
fible    misfortunes    which 'ou    have 

brought  upon  us. -Bu    refrain, 

left  a  full  reprefentation  the  hard- 
fhips  fuffcred  by  this  too  Ij  infulted 
people  (hould  lead  them  tn  unwar- 
rantable revenge.  We  neican  treat 
good  and  patriotic  ruleiivith  too 
great  reverence — But  it  certain 
that  men  totally  abandon(0  wick- 
ednefs,  can  never  merit  regard, 
be  their  llations  evei'  Hd  M 
**  Ifjuch  men  are  by  God  a  'nted, 
^'TheDevihnaybetheLord'.  inted.'^* 

A  TRUE  TRIOT. 
*  Thefe  two  L'aes  are  taken  frc  .ocheAer's 
Satires. 

Bofon,  March  ; 
Tuefday  lafl  his  Excdkncy  i  '^o'vernor 
^vas  pleafed  to  fnd  t/.  hi  leaving 
Mcfage  to   the  Hon.    h.Jajefy's 
Council, 

Gnniemen  of  the  Coimc 
T  have  been  uled  to  trea 
cations  in  the  Boilon  G^e  with 

the 


I  publi- 
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the  contenDt  they  deferve,  but  when 
they  are  caried  to  a  length,  which, 
if  unnotlce,  mull  endanger  the  very 
beino-  of  gvernment,  I  cannot  con- 
fidently wih  the  regard  to  this  pro- 
vince whic  I  profefs  and  really  have, 
excufe  myHf  from  taking  notice  of  a 
publicatioiin  the  Bofton  Gazette  of 
yellerday,  eginning  at  the  top  of  the 
fecond  colnn  of  the  fecond  page  of 
the  fuppleent.     I  therefore  confult 
you  in  coicil  thereupon,  and  have 
received  yar  unanimous  advice,  that 
I  (hould  y  the  faid  libellous  paper 
before  thrfoufe  of  Reprefentatives. 
In  punnce  of  which   advice,   I 
have  orded  the  Secretary  to  commu- 
nicate to  u  the  faid  libellous  paper, 
that  you  ly  take  the  fame,  together 
with  all  e  circumfiances  attending 
it,    into  )ur   ferious    ccnfideration, 
and  do  trein  as  the  Majefty  of  the 
King,  aithe  dignity  of  his  govern- 
ment,   t   honour    of  this    general 
court,  a  the  true  intereft  of  this 
previncehall  require. 
Council  tffiher,       Fra.  Bernard, 

MarcU   1768. 
In  auf'i^  to  nuhich,  there  bei?ig  the 
full  titer  of  the  council  prefent y  ex- 
ceptintbree  gentlemen,    the    board 
unaniijlj  mooted  the  follo-i;:ing  ad- 
drcfs  his  Excellency. 
Theird  have  taken  into  ferious 
confideion  your  Excellency's  mef- 
fage  of  firft  inftant,  with  tlieBodon 
GazetDmmunicated  therewith. 

Theiicle  in  faid  Gazette,  refer- 
red to  your  Excellency,  gave  the 
board  'al  concern,  not  only  as  it 
is  mifcv'ous  in  its  tendency,  but  as 
it  is  falfc,  fcandalous,  and  im- 
puden^el  upon  your  Excellency. 

Altgh  the  author  of  it  may  en- 
deavoo  fcreen  himfelf  by  theomif- 
fion  oname,  yet  as  it  refers  par- 
ticulate a  tranfadion  fo  lately  had 
in  tl^eneral  court,  there  is  the 
higheiefumption,  t'rC  intention  of 
it  cope  no  other  wife  than  to  place 


your  Excellency  in  the  moll  odious 
light. 

Such  an  in  folent  and  licentious  attack 
on  the  chief  magilrrate  (the  King's  re- 
prefentative  in  the  province)  involves 
in  it  an  attack  on  government  itfclf ; 
as  it  is  fubv^rfive  of  all  order  and  de- 
corum ,  and  manifeftly  tends  to  de- 
llroy  the  fubordination,  that  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  good  govern- 
ment, and  the  well-bemg  of  fociety. 
It  would  have  been  flagitious  at  any 
time,  but  being  perpetrated  while  the 
general  court  is  futing,  and  a  tranf- 
adlion  in  the  court  the  alledged  occa- 
fion  of  it,  it  becomes  from  thefe  and 
other  circumfiances,  in  the  highell 
degree  flagitious ;  and  may  juftly  be 
deemed,  not  only  an  infult  on  the 
general  court ;  not  only  an  infult  on 
the  King's  authority,  and  xhe  dignity 
of  his  government;  but,  as  it  con- 
cludes with  the  mod  unwarrantable 
profanenefs,  an  infult  upon  the  King 
of  Kings. 

The  board  therefore  cannot  but 
look  upon  the  faid  libel  with  the  ut- 
moll  abhorence  and  detellation  :  and 
they  are  firmly  perfuaded  the  pro- 
vince in  general  view  it  in  the 
fame  light :  the  threats  therefore  im- 
plied in  the  faid  libel  cannot  be  the 
threats  of  the  province,  but  of  the 
libeller. 

The  board  take  this  opportunity 
with  one  voice  to  affure  your  Excel- 
lency,  that,  to  the  utmoll  of  the'r 
power,  they  will  always  defend  and 
fupport  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
King's  governor :    and  will  be  ever 
ready  to  do,  in  this  affair,  as  in  every 
other,   whatever  the  majelly  of  the 
King,  the  honour  of  the  general  court, 
and  the  irue  intereil  of  this  province, 
fhall  require. 
His  Excellency  ivas  plcafed  to  return 
the  following  anj-xver. 
Gentlemen^ 
I  thank  you  mofl  heartily  for  th'is 
addrefs,  in  which  you  cxprcfs  fo  full 

and 
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flftd  unanimous  a  fenfe  of  yoir  duty 
to  the  King,  and  your  refclution  to 
fnpport  his  government  in  this  pro- 
vince. For  myielf,  I  am  (o  fortified 
in  a  confciouihefs  of  my  own  integri- 
ty, which  has  hitherto  defied  the  ut- 
moft  malice  to  impeach  it  publickiy, 
that- 1  am  not  to  be  mo\ed  by  the  im- 
potent attacks  of  an  anonymous  li- 
beller. I  fhould  not  have  taken  no- 
tice of  the  libel  in  quelrion,  if  I  had 
not  apprehended  it  pregnant  with  dan- 
ger to  the  government.  As  you  are 
of  the  fame  opinion,  I  have  only  to 
afTure  you,  that  I  will  at  all  times 
moft  readily  join  with  you  in  all  pro- 
per meafures  to  maintain  the  autho- 
rity of  the  King,  and  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  within  the 
province,  commiLted  by  his  Majefty 
to  my  charge. 
Council- Chanibery    Fra.  Bernard, 

March  3,  1768. 
His  Excellency  fetit  the  like  mejfage  to 

the  Houfe  of  Reprefentati^e>es,  as  the 

freceeding   to  the    Council,    mutatis 

mutandis  ;  to  ^-hich  the  Houfe  made 

the  fdlonjuing  ajifiver . 
In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntati^veSy  March 
3,    1768. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr. 
Otis,  Col.  Ward,  Mr.  SpoDner,  and 
Capt.  Bradford,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
with  the  following  anfwer  to  his  mef- 
fage  of  the  ill  inlrant. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency , 

In  duty  and  great  refpedt  to  his 
Majedy's  reprefentative  and  governor 
of  the  province,  this  houfe  have  given 
all  due  attention  to  your  meffage  of 
the  firil  inllant.  You  are  pleafed  to 
recommend  to  their  ferious  confide- 
ration,  a  publication  in  the  Eoilon 
Gazette  of  Monday  laft  as  *'  being 
carried  to  a  length,  which  if  unno- 
ticed, muft  endanger  the  very  being 
of  government."  l\\  this  view,  your 
Excellency,  in  the  notice  you  have 
taken  of  it,    v/ithout   doubt,    adled 
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'*  conliftently  with  the  regard  to  this 
province,  which  you  profefs." 

We  are  very  forry  that  any  publi- 
cation in  the  news-paper,  or  any  other 
caufe,  fhould  give  your  Excellency  an 
apprehenfioa  of  danger  to  the  being 
or  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment here.  But  tliis  houfe,  after  ex- 
amination into  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance of  the  paper  referred  to,  cannot 
fee  reaion  to  admit  of  fuch  conciulion 
as  your  Excellency  has  formed.  No 
particular  perfon  public  or  private  is 
named  in  it :  and  as  it  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  the  houfe,  that  any  thing  con- 
tained in  it  can  alFe<lii  *'  the  majefty 
of  the  King,  the  dignity  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  honour  of  the  gene,  al 
court,  or  the  true  intereft  of  the  pro- 
vince," they  think  they  may  be  fully 
juftif  ed  in  tJieir  determination  to  take 
no  further  notice  of  it.f 

The  liberty  of  the  prefs  Is  a  great 
bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the  people  : 
it  is  therefore  the  incumbent  duty  of 
thofe  who  are  conftituted  the  guar- 
dians of  the  people's  right,  to  defend 
and  maintain  it.  This  houfe,  how- 
ever, as  one  branch  of  the  legillaiiare, 
in  which  capacity  alone  they  have 
any  authority,  are  ready  to  difcoun- 
tenance  an  abufe  of  this  privilege, 
whenever  there  Inall  be  occafion  for 
it :  fhould  the  proper  bounds  of  it 
be  at  any  time  tranfg refit d,  to  th« 
prejudice  of  individuals,  or  the  pub- 
lic, it  is  their  opinion  atprefent,  that 
provifion  is  already  made  for  the 
puniHiment  of  offenders  in  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  the  law.  This  pro- 
vifion, the  houfe  apprehend,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  tranquility  in  the  pro- 
vince, is  fufhcient,  v/ithout  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  general  afTembl/j 

which, 

f  The  divifion  upon  this  queftion  was  56 
to  i3. — It  was  '.fterwards  given  in  charge  to 
the  Grand  Jury  to  prefnt  the  piece  as  a  Ibel* 
They  rpfufed  to  find  the  bill.  And  thus  the 
matter  flood  when  the  iafi  advices  cams  iVom 
Bofton. 
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v.hich,  however  it  is  hoped,  will  at 
all  times  be  both  ready  and  willing  to 
iupport  the  executive  power  in  the 
due'adminillration  of  jpHice,  when- 
ever any  extraordinary  aid  fliall  be- 
come needful. 

The  di^ifion  in  the  Houfe  upon  this 
mejfage  njjas  39  to  30. 

Bopn,  (Friday)  March  4,  1768. 
This  day  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
prorogued  the  great  and  general  court 
unto  Wednefday  tl^e  I'^ih  vf  Jpril 
next,  after  -making  the  follonjjing 
fpeech. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
ti'vesy 
The  moderation  and  good  temper, 
which  appeared  to  regulate  your  con- 
duct at  the  opening  this  feffion,  fo 
flattered  me  that  I  promifed  myfelf 
that  the  like  difpofition  would  have 
<U)ntinued  to  the  end  of  it.  But  I  am 
forry  to  find  that  the  lovers  of  con- 
tention, have  Ihewed  themfelves  not 
fo  intent  upon  preventing  it,  as  upon 
waiting  for  a  fit  opportunity  to  revive 
it.  The  extraordinary  and  indecent 
obfervations  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter, 
wrote,  as  I  may  fay  in  the  prefence  of 
the  King himfelf,  will  fully  julHfy  this 
fuggeHion.  The  caafes  of  the  cen- 
fure  therein  contained,  have  been  fpe- 
cifically  ailigned  and  fet  forth  in  the 
letter  itfelf.  Thefe  caufea  are  fails 
univerfally  known,  and  no  where  to 
be  denied ;  they  are  confidered  in 
the  letter  as  the  fole  caufes  of  the 
cenfure  confequent  thereto  ;  and  there 
wasnooccafion  to  refort  to  my  letters, 
or  any  other  letters,  for  other  reafons 
for  it.  If  you  think  that  this  cenfure 
ir,  fmgular,  you  deceive  yourfelves  ; 
and  you  are  not  fo  well  informed  of 
what  pafFes  at  Weftminiler  as  you 
oug^ht  to  be,  if  you  do  not  know  that 
it  i"s  as  general  and  cxtcnfive  as  the 
knowledge  of  the  proceeding  to  which 
it  is  applied  :  and  therefore  all  your 
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infmuations  againfl  me,  upon  falftf 
fuppofitions  of  my  having  mifrepre- 
fented  you,  are  vain  ahd  groundlefs^ 
when  every  effedl  is  to  be  accounted 
for  from  pbin  narrativeoffaels  which 
muft  have  appeared  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  from  your  own  journals.  It 
is  not  therefore  me,  gentlemen,  that 
you  call  to  account :  it  is  the  noble 
writer  of  the  letter  himfelf,  the  King's 
minifter  of  Hate,  who  has  taken  the 
liberty  to  find  fault  with  the  condu6l 
of  a  party  in  your  afiembly. 

Nor  am  I  lefs  innocent  of  the  mak- 
ing this  letter  a  fubjeft  of  public  re- 
fentment.  When  upon  the  beil  ad- 
vice, I  found  myfelf  obliged  to  com- 
municate it  to  you,  I  did  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  might  not,  and  would 
not,  if  you  had  been  pleafed,  have 
tranfpired  out  of  the  general  court. 
Prudent  men,  moderate  men  would 
have  confidered  it  as  an  admonition 
rather  than  a  cenfure,  and  have  made 
ufe  of  it  as  a  means  of  reconciliation,  ; 
rather  than  of  further  diftradlion  : 
but  there  are  men  to  v.'hofe  being  (I 
mean  the  being  of  their  imp:  rtance) 
everlalling  contention  is  necelTary. 
And  by  thefe  has  this  letter  been 
dragged  into  public,  and  has  been 
the  fubjeil  of  declamatory  obferva- 
tions ;  which  together  with  large  ex- 
trails  of  the  letter  itfelf,  have  imme- 
diately after  been  carried  to  the  prefs 
of  the  publiuiers  of  an  infamout 
news -paper;  notwithilanding  the  let- 
ter had  been  communicated  in  a  con- 
fidence that  no  copy  of  it  fliculd  be 
permitted  to  be  taken.  So  lirtle  havne 
availed  the  noble  Lord's  intentions 
of  pointing  out  the  means  of  reiloring 
peace  and  harm.ony  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  my  defire  to  purfue  fuch 
falutary  purpofe  to  the  utmofc  of  my 
power. 

Having  faid  thus  much  to  vindicate 
myielf,  which  every  honeil  man  has 
a  right  to  do,  I  mull  add,  that  1  have 
done  nothing  on  my  part  to  occafion 

a  dif- 
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a  difpute  between  me  and  your  hoiife ; 
it  has  been  forced  upon  me  by  parti- 
cular perfons  for  their  own  purpofes. 
I  never  will  have  any  difpute  with  the 
reprefentatives  of  this  good  people 
which  I  can  prevent,  and  will  always 
treat  them  with  due  regard,  and  ren- 
der them  real  fervice  when  it  is  in 
my  power.  Time  and  experience 
will  foon  pull  the  mafks  off  thofe  falfe 
patriots,  who  are  facrificing  their 
country  to  the  gratification  of  their 
own  pafilons.  In  the  mean  while,  I 
ihall  with  more  firmnefs  than  ever, 
if  it  is  poiTible,  purfue  that  fteady 
conducl,  which  the  fervice  of  the  King 
and  the  prefervation  of  this  govern- 
ment fo  forcibly  demand  of  me.  And 
I  fhall,  above  all,  endeavour  to  de- 
fend this  injured  country  from  the 
imputations  which  are  caft  upon  it, 
and  the  evils  which  threaten  it,  arifing 
from  tlie  machinations  of  a  few,  very 
few,  difcontented  men,  and  by  no 
means  to  be  charged  on  the  generality 
of  the  people. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
I  return  you  thanks  for  your  ftea- 
dy, uniform  and  patriotic  condud 
during  this  whole  felTion,  which  has 
fliewn  you  imprefTed  with  a  full  fenfe 
of  your  duty  both  to  your  king  and 
to  your  country.  The  unanimous 
example  of  men  of  your  refpedlable 
characters ,  cannot  fail  of  having  great 
weight  to  encrage  the  people  in  gene- 
ral, to  unite  in  proper  means  to  put 
an  end  to  the  difiention,  which  "has 
fo  long  harraffed  this  province  in  its 
internal  policy,  and  difgraced  it  in 
its  reputation  abroad.  I  fhall  not 
fail  to  make  a  faithful  reprefentation 
to  his  Majefty  of  your  merit  upon  this 
occafion. 
Council-Chamhcr,  March  4,  1768. 

On  the  2ifl  of  June,  the  members 
of  the  afTembly  of  Maillichufetts-bay 
received  the  following  meflage  from 
Governor  Bernard. 
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Gentlejnen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tivesy 
I  have  his  Majefty's  orders  to  make 
a  requifition  to  you,  which  I  commu- 
nicate in  the  very  words  in  which  I 
have  received  it.     I  mufl  defire  you 
to  take  it  into  immediate  confidera- 
tion,  and  I  afTure  you  that  your  refo- 
luiion  thereon  will  have  moll  impor- 
tant confequences  to  the  province.     I 
am  myfelf  merely  mini{l;erial  in  this 
bufmefs,  having  received  his  Majef- 
ty's  infcrudion  for  all  I  have  to  do  in 
it.     I  heartily  wifh  that  you  may  fee 
how  forcible  the  expediency  of  your 
giving  this  teftimonial  of  your  duty 
and  fubmilTion  is  at  this  time.  If  you 
fhould  think  otherwife,  I  mull  never- 
thelefs  do  my  duty. 
Covjicil-Chamber ,    Fra.  Bernard. 
Jtme  21,  1768. 
The  folloi'sitig  lucis  the  extraSl  of  the 
letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hillfhoroughy 
referred  to   in    Governor   Bernard'' s 
fnej/agey  dated  Whitehall y  April  zzd, 
1768. 

It  gives  great  concern  to  his  Ma- 
jeiiy  to  find  that  the  fame  mode- 
ration which  appeared  by  your  letter 
to  have  been  adopted  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fefTion  in  a  full  afTembly, 
had  nor  continued,  and  that,  inftead 
of  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpecl 
to  the  conftitution,  which  feemed  at 
that  time  to  influence  the  condufl  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  members,  a 
thin  houfe  ac  the  end  of  the  feflion 
fhould  have  prefumed  to  revert  to, 
and  refolve  upon  a  meafure  of  io  in- 
flammatory a  nature  as  that  of  writing 
to  the  other  colonies  on  the  fubjedl  of 
their  intended  reprefentations  againfl 
fome  late  afts  of  parliament. 

His  Majefty  confiders  this  ftep  as 
evidently  tending  to  create  unwar- 
rantable combinations,  to  excite  an 
unjulHfiabie  oppohtion  to  the  confti- 
tutional  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
to  revive  thofe  unhappy  divifions  and 
diftrailions  which  have   operated  fo 
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prejudicially  to  the  true  interefls  of 
Great  Britsin  and  the  colonies. 

After  whrit  piiffed  in  the  former 
part  of  t^e  feillon,  and  after  the  de- 
clared {2i\{e  of  fo  large  a  mpjority 
when  the  houfc  vvr.s  fi'.Il,  his  M^jeily 
cannot  but  confioer  this  as  a  very  un- 
fair proceeding,  and  tliC  rcfoluticns 
taken  thereupon  to  be  contraiy  to  the 
real  fenfe  of  the  aflembly,  and  pro- 
cured by  farprize  :  and  therefore  jt  is 
the  King's  pleafure,  that  fo  foon  as 
the  general  court  is  again  affembied 
at  the  time  prefcribed  by  the  charter, 
you  fhould  require  of  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  in  his  Majeily's  name, 
to  refcind  the  refolution  which  gave 
birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the 
Speaker,  and  to  declare  their  difappro- 
bation  of,  and  difient  to,  that  raih  and 
hafty  proceeding. 

His  Majefty  has  the  fulleft  reliance 
upon  the  affedlion  of  his  good  fub- 
jecls  in  the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and 
has  obferved,  with  fatisfadion,  that 
fpirit  gf  decency,  and  love  of  order, 
which  has  difcovered  itfelf  in  the  con- 
dud  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  its 
inhabitants  ;  and  therefore  his  Ma- 
jefty has  the  better  ground  to  hope, 
that  the  attempts  made  by  adefperate 
fadlion'to  difturb  the  public  tranqui- 
lity, will  be  difcountenanced,  and 
that  the  execution  of  the  meafure  re- 
commended to  you  vvill  not  meet  with 
any  difficulty. 
Gcverncr  of  the  Majfachiifetts-Bay . 

T-vuo  days  after,  the  Houfe  of  Jfembly 
fent  this  meffage  to  Governor  Ber- 
nard. 

May  it  plea fe your  Excellency^ 
The  Houfc  of  Reprefcntntlves  hum- 
bly requefl:  your  Excellency  to  lay  be- 
fore them  a  copy  of  his  Majcfty's  in- 
ftrudions  referred  to  in  your  mefiage 
of  the  2ift  inftant  ;  ;i  copy  of  the  lat- 
ter to  your  BA'cellenry  fi  om  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hi'.lfborough  of 
April  22,  1768  J  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  his  lordflilp,  communicated  lately 


to  the  Honourable  Board.;  and  copicf 
of  letters  wrote  by  your  Excellency  to 
his  lordfhip,  relating  to  the  fubjed  of 
the  aforefaid  melTage. 

June  23,  J 768. 
The  Go'vernor  replied  to  this  meffage  next 

day  as  follo^ws  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Rcprefenta^ 
tinjes. 

I  fhould  have  communicated  the 
whole  of  the  Earl  of  Hiliroorough's 
letter  relating  ro  the  bunnefs  which  I 
laid  before  you  on  the  2  ifl  inftant,  if  I 
had  .not  been  defirous  that  your  com- 
pliance with  his  Majefty's  requifition 
might  have  its  fulleft:  merit,  by  its 
appearing  to  be  entirely  didated  by  a 
fenfe  of  your  duty. 

But  fmce  you  defire  to  know  what 
my  further  orders  are,  I  hereby  fend 
you  a  copy  of  the  other  part  of  the 
letter  relative  to  this  bufinefs,  which 
contains  all  my  inftrudions  thereupon; 
and  as  I  know  you  will  not  expcd 
that  I  iTiould  difobey  the  King's  pofi- 
tive  commands,  I  muft  defire  that  if 
you  fhould  refolve  to  oblige  me  to  ex- 
ecute them,  you  will  previoufly  to 
your  giving  your  final  anfwer,  pre- 
vent the  inconveniencies  which  muft: 
fall  upon  the  people  for  want  of  the 
annual  tax  bill,  which  I  underftand 
is  not  as  yet  fent  up  to  the  board  ; 
for  if  I  am  obliged  to  diffolve  the  ge- 
neral court,  I  fhall  not  think  myielf 
at  liberty  to  call  another,  till  1  re- 
ceive his  Majefty's  commands  for 
that  purpofe,  whi  h  will  be  too  late 
to  prevent  the  treafurer  ilTuing  his 
warrants  for  the  whole  tax  granted  by 
the  ad  of  laft  year. 

As  to  the  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Hillf- 
borough,  which  I  communicated  to 
the  council,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  be 
the  proper  judge  of  the  time  and 
occafion  of  communicating  any  papers 
I  receive,  to  the  council  or  the  houfe. 
Ifl  had  then  thought  it  expedient  to 
lay  it  before  the  houfe,  I  fnould  have 
then  done  it ;  when  I  fnall  tiiink  it  fo, 
I  ihall  do  it.  As 
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As  to  yonr  requeft  of  copies  of  my 
letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  ycu 
"may  afiure  yourfelves  that  I  fhall  never 
make  public  my  letters  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  miniilers,  but  upon  my  own  mo- 
tion, and  for  my  own  reafons. 
Council-  Chafn  ber,    F  R  a  .  B  £  R  n  a  R  D . 

June  24,  1768. 

Remainder  of  Lord  HiUJborough* s  letter 
to  the  Go-venicr  of  the  MaJfachnfeitS' 
B(^i  dated 'Jpril  22,  1768. 
— If  it  ibould,  and  if^,  notwithiland- 
ing  the  appreheniions  which  may 
juiily  be  entertained  of  the  :!!  confe- 
quence  of  a  continuance  of  this  fac- 
tious fpirit,  which  feems  to  have  in- 
fluenced the  refolutions  of  the  afiem- 
bly  at  the  cQAclufioa  of  the  laft  feifion, 
the  new  afTcmbly  Qiouldrefufe  to  com- 
ply with  his  IViajefty's  reafonable  ex- 
pe<Slation,  it  is  the  Kino's  pleafure 
ihat  you  ibould  immediately  diiiblve 
them,  and  tranfmit  to  me,  to  be  laid 
before  hisMajeily,  an  account-of  their 
proceedings  thereupon,  to  the  end  that 
his  Majelly  may^  if  he  thinks  fit,  lay 
the  whole  matter  before  his  Parlia- 
ment, that  fuch  proyifions  as  [hall  be 
found  nscefTary  may  be  made,  to  pre- 
vent for  the  future  a  conduct  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary and  unconRitutional  a  na- 
ture. 

As  it  is  not  his  Majelly's  intention 
that  a  faithful  difcharge  of  your  duty 
ihould  operate  to  your  own  prejudice, 
or  to  the  difcontinuance  of  any  necef- 
fary  eflablifhments,  proper  care  will 
be  taken  for  the  fupport  of  the  dignity 
of  government. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard. 
Sir    your  moll  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
HILLSBOROUGH. 
On  the  2%th  of  June,  1768,  the  Hcife 
of  Reprfentati'ves  receinjed  a  mefjage 
from  the  Go-vernof  in  thefe  ~uwrds  : 
Gtntlemcn  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
ti'veiy 
It  is  now  a  full  week  iince  I  laid 
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befoi-e  you  his  Majefty's  requifition^ 
fignified  by  his  Secretary  of  State  :  I 
muft  therefore  defire  you  to  come  to 
a  refolution  upon  it,  for  I  cannot  ad- 
mit of  a  much  longer  delay,  without 
confidering  it  as  an  anfwer  in  the  ne- 
gative. 
Council-Chamber f  Fra.  Bernard, 
June  2%y  1768. 

To  this  meffage  the  Houfe  returned  thfi 
folh'wing  anji.ver  the  next  day  : 
May  it  pleafe your  Excellency, 
In  anfwer  to  your  Excellency's  mef- 
fage of  the   28th  inftant,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  requeft,  that  your 
Excellency  would  favour  this  general 
court  with  a  recefs,  that  they   may 
confuit   their  conftituents   refpeding 
€':iQ  requifition  contained  in  your  mei- 
fage  of  the  2 1  ft  in  ft.  in  ccnfequence  of 
the  Earl  of  Hilllborough's   letter  to 
your  Excellency. 

The  Go^oernor  immediately  fent  his  reply 

to  this  requef  cf  the  Houfe  of  AJjem- 

bly,  as  follo-ivs  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  qf  ReprefenitL- 
tvves, 

I  cannot  coniiftently  with  myfenfe 
of  my  duty  prorogue  or  adjourn  the 
general  court,  until  I  have  received 
your  anfwer  to  h'.s  Majefty's  requifi- 
tion ;  I  mull  therefore  repeat  my  re- 
queft to  you  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
conclufion. 
Council- Chamber,    F R a.  B E R n  a r D . 

June  29,  1768. 

The  next  day,  being  Thurfday  the 
30th  of  June,  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  reported  a  letter  to  the  Right' 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hilllborough,, 
which  was  dillinctly  read  to  the  mem- 
bers feveral  times,  and  afterwards  ac- 
cepted by  a  n!?.jority  of  ninety -three 
out  oi  one  hundred  and f-ve.  A  fair 
copy  was  ordered  to  be  directly  taken 
for  the  Speaker  to  iign  and  tranfmit 
to  his  lordlhip  as  foon  as  poffible. 
This  letter  was  in  the  following 
words : 

Pro-^ 
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Pi-o'uince  t>f  the   Majfachufetts-Bay 


> 
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My  Lord, 

His  Excellency  the  governor  of  this 
province  has  been  pleaied  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  extracts  of  a  letter  he  had  re- 
ceived from  your  lordfliip,  dated 
Whitehall,  22d  of  April,  1768; 
wherein  it  is  declared  to  be  the  royal 
pleafure,  that  he  fhould  require  of 
them,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  to  re- 
fcind  the  refohition,  which  gave  birth 
to  a  circular  letter  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  lali  Houfe,  and  to  declare  their 
difapprobation  of,  and  diffentto,  that 
rafh  and  hafty  proceeding. 

The  Houfe  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  a  requifition  from  the  throne  of 
this  nature,  to  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons  has  been  very  unufual  : 
perhaps  there  has  been  no  fuch  preccv 
dent  fmce  the  revolution.  If  this  be 
the  cafe,  fome  very  aggravated  re- 
prefentations  of  this  meafure  mnft 
have  been  made  to  his  Majefly,  to 
induce  him  to  require  of  this  Houfe 
to  refcind  a  refolution  of  a  former 
Houfe,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  their 
cxillence;  for,  my  Lord,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  duly  eledled,  are 
conftituted  by  the  royal  charter,  the 
reprefentative  body  of  his  Majefty's 
faithful  commons  of  this  province  in 
the  general  affembly. — Your  Lord- 
fiiip  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that  his  Ma- 
jclly  confiders  this  ftep  *'  as  evidently 
tending  to  create  unwarrantable  com- 
binations, and  to  excite  an  unjuftifi- 
able  oppcfition  to  the  conftitutional 
authority  of  Parliament:  "  the  Houfe, 
therefore,  thought  it  their  indifpen- 
Able  duty  immediately  to  revife  the  let- 
ter referred  to,  and  carefully  to  recol- 
Jcdt,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the 
fentiments  which  prevailed  in  that 
Houfe,  to  induce  them  to  revert  to 
and  refolve  on  the  meafure. 

It  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve,  that 
the  people  in  this  province  have  at- 


tended, with  a  deep  concern,  to  the 
feveral  adls  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
which  impofe  duties  and  taxes  on  the 
colonies ;  not  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
gulating the  trade,  but  v/ith  the  fole 
intention  of  raifmg  a  revenue.  This 
concern,  my  Lord,  fo  far  from  being 
limited  within  the  circle  of  a  ^^^^  in- 
confiderate  perfons,  is  become  uni- 
verfal :  the  moft  refpe6lable  for  for- 
tune, rank,  and  ftation,  as  well  as 
probity  and  underflanding,  ir;  the 
province,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
are  alarmed  with  apprehenfions  of  the 
fatal  confequences  of  a  power  exer- 
cifed  in  any  one  part  of  the  Britifh 
Empire,  to  command  and  apply  the 
property  of  their  fellow-fubjedis  at 
difcretion.  This  confideration  pre- 
vailed on  the  lall  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives to  refolve  on  an  humble,  du- 
tiful, and  loyal  petition  to  the  King, 
the  common  head  and  father  of  all  his 
people,  for  Iiis  gracious  interpofition 
in  favour  of  his  fubjefts  of  this  pro- 
vince.— If  your  Lordihip,  Vvhom  his 
Mnjefty  has  honoured  with  the  Ame- 
rican department,  has  been  inftru- 
meiital  in  prefenting  a  petition  fo  in- 
terciling  to  the  well-being  of  his  loy- 
al lubjefts  here,  this  Houfe  beg  leave 
to  make  their  moft  grateful  acknow-' 
ledgement5,  and  to  implore  your  con- 
tinued aid  and  patronage. 

As  all  his  Majefty's  North  Ame- 
rican fubjec\s  are  alike  affected  by 
thefe  Parliamentary  revenue  adls,  the 
former  Houfe  very  juftly  fuppofed, 
that  each  of  the  affemblies  on  the  con- 
tinent would  take  fuch  methods  of 
obtaining  redrefs  as  fliould  be  thought 
by  them  refpc6lively  to  be  regular  and 
proper;  ^.nd  being  defirous  that  the 
feveral  applications  fhould  harmoniz'^ 
with  each  other,  they  refolved  ovt 
their  circular  letter,  wherein  their 
only  view  feems  to  be  to  advertife 
their  fifter  colonies  ci  the  meafures 
they  had  taken  upon  a  common  and 
important  concern,  without  once  cal- 
ling 
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ling  upon  them  to  adopt  thofe  mea- 
fures,  or  any  other. 

Your  Lcrdihip,  furely,  will  not 
think  it  a  crime  in  that  Houfe,  to 
have  taken  a  Hep  which  was  perfectly 
conrillent  with  the  coalHtution,  and 
had  a  natural  tendency  to  compofe 
the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedts  of 
this  and  his  other  colonies,  until  in  his 
royal  clemency  he  iliould  afford  them 
relief— at  a  time  when  it  feemed  to  be 
the  evident  delign  of  a  party  to  pre- 
vent calm,  deliberate,  rational,  and 
conlHtutional  meafures  from  being 
purfued,  or  to  Hop  the  diilrelTes  of  the 
people  from  reaching  his  Majefty's 
ear,  and  confequently  to  precipitate 
them  into  a  fiate  of  defperation  and 
melancholy  extremity. —  Thus,  my 
Lord,  it  appears  to  this  Houfe ;  and 
your  Lordfhip  will  impartially  judge, 
wheiher  a  reprefentation  of  it  to  his 
Majeily  as  a  meafure  "  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature"  — as  a  liep  evidently 
tending  ''  to  create  unwarrantable 
combinations,"  and  *' to  excite  an 
unjuiLifiabie  opinion  to  the  conliitu- 
tional  authority  of  the  Parliament," 
be  not  injurious  to  the  repiefentatives 
of  this  people,  and  an  affront  to  his 
Majcilyhinfelf. 

An  attempt,  my  Lord,  to  imprefs 
the  royal  mind  with  a  jealouiy  of  his 
faithful  fubjeils,  for  which  there  are 
no  jufl  grounds,  is  a  crime  of  the  moH 
malignant  nature,  as  it  tends  to  dif- 
turb  and  dedrcy  that  m.utuai  confi- 
dence between  the  Prince  and  the 
fubje^l:?,  which  is  the  only  true  bahs 
cf  public  happinefs  and  fecurity  :  your 
Lordfhip,  upon  enquiry,  may  find 
that  luch  bale  and  wicked  attempts 
have  been  made. 

It  is  an  inexprefTible  grief  to  the 
people  of  this  province,  to  find  re- 
peated cenfurers  calling  upon  them, 
not  from  minillers  of  ilate  alone,  but 
from  Majeily  itfelf,  grounded  on  let- 
ters and  accufations  from  the  gover- 
nor, a  fight  of  which  tho'  repeatedly 
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requefted  of  his  Excellency,  is  refufed. 
— There  is  no  evil  of  this  life  which 
they  fo  fenfibly  feel  as  the  difpleaiure 
of  their  fovereign  ;  it  is  a  punifhment 
which  they  are  afiured  his  Majefty 
would  never  inflitl,  but  upon  a  repre- 
fentation of  the  juflicc  of  it  from  his 
fervants  whom  he  confides  in. — Your 
Lorufhip  will  allow  the  Houfe  to  ap- 
peal to  your  own  candor  upon  the 
hardfliip  of  their  being  made  to  fuff^er 
fo  fevere  a  misfortune,  without  ever 
being  called  to  anfwer  for  themifelves, 
or  even  made  acquainted  with  the 
matters  of  charge  alledged  againft 
them ;  a  right  v/hich,  by  the  com- 
mon rules  of  fociety,  founded  in  the 
eternal  laws  of  reafon  and  equity^ 
they  are  juRly  entitled  to.  The  Houf« 
is  not  willing  to  trefpafs  upon  your 
patience;  they  could  recite  numbers 
ot  inftances  fince  Governor  Bernard 
has  been  honoured  by  his  Majefly  to 
prefideover  this  province,  of  their  fuf- 
fering  the  King's  difpleafure  through 
the  inflrumentality  of  the  Governor, 
intimated  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
without  the  leafc  previous  notice  that 
they  had  ever  deviated  from  the  path 
of  their  duty.  This  they  humbly 
conceive,  is  juft  matter  of  complaint, 
and  it  may  ferve  to  convince  your 
Lordfhip,  that  his  Excellency  has  not 
that  tender  feeling  for  his  Majefty's 
fubjeds  which  is  charaderiftic  of  a 
good  Governor,  and  of  which  the 
fovereign  affords  an  illuftrious  ex- 
ample. 

It  is  the  good  fortune  of  the  Houfe 
to  be  able  to  fliew  that  the  meafures 
of  the  laft  Houfe,  referred  to  in  your 
Lordlhip's  letter  to  the  governor,  have 
been  grofly  mifreprefented  in  all  its 
circumftances;  and  it  is  matter  of 
aftoniHi^nent,  that  a  tranfadtion  of 
the  Houfe,  the  bufinefs  of  which  is 
conftantly  done  in  the  open  view  of 
the  world,  could  be  thus  coloured;  a 
tranfaftion  which,  by  fpecial  order  of 
the  Houfe,  was  laid  before  his  Excel- 
lency, 
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lency,  wkofe  duty  to  his  Majefty  is, 

at  leait,  not  to  mirinform  him. 

His  Excellency  could  not  but  ac- 
knowledge, injufticeto  that  Houfe, 
that  moderation  took  place  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feflion.  This  is  a 
truth,  my  Lord.  It  was  a  principle 
with  the  Houfe  to  conduft  tlie  affairs 
of  government  in  their  department  fo 
as  to  avoid  the  leaft  occafion  of  of- 
fence. As  an  inftance  of  their  pacific 
difpofition,  they  granted  a  further 
eUabiifnmcnt  for  one  of  his  Majeily's 
garrifons  in  the  province,  rather  to 
gratify  his  Excellency,  who  had  re- 
quefted  it,  than  from  a  full  conviction 
of  its  neceffity.  But  your  Lordfliip  is 
informed,  that  this  rnoder.-^.tion  V  did 
not  continue,''  and  that  *'  inllead  of 
a  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpe£l  of  the 
conilitution,  which  feemed  at  that 
time  to  influence  the  conduft  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  m-cmbcrs,  a  thin 
Houfe,  at  the  end  of  the  feflion,  pre- 
fumed  to  revert  to,  and  reiblve  on  a 
meafure  of  an  infiammatcry  nature," 
— **conttrary  to  the  real  feiife  of  the 
Houfe,"— and  **  procured  by  fur- 
prize." —  My  Lord,  the  journal  and 
minutes  of  the  Houfe  will  prove  the 
contrary  of  all  this:  and  to  convince 
your  Lordfhip,  the  Houfe  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  you  the  feveral  refolu- 
tions  relating  to  thefe  matters  as  they 
iland  recorded. 

The  Houfe  having  finifhed  their 
petition  to  the  King,  and  their  letters 
to  divers  of  his  Majelly's  minillers  ; 
a  motion  was  regularly  made,  on  the 
2ift  of  January,  which  was  the  m.id- 
dle  of  the  feflion,  and  a  refolution 
was  then  taken,  to  appoint  a  time  to^ 
confider  the  expediency  of  wriiing  to 
the  affemblies  of  the  other  colonies  on 
this  continent,  with  refpeft  to  the 
importance  of  their  joining  with  them 
in  pedtioning  his  Majefly  at  this  time. 
Accordingly,  on  the  day  ailigncd, 
there  being  eighty-two  members  pre- 
fent,  a  number  always  allowed  to  be 


fufHcicnt  to  make  a  full  Houfe,  th« 
queilion  was  debated  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  a  motion  took  place,  that 
letters  be  wrote  to  the  feveral  affem- 
blies of  the  provinces  and  colonies  on- 
the  continent,  acquainting  them  that 
the  Houfe  had  taken  into  confi- 
deration  the  difficulties  to  which  they 
are,  and  muft  be  reduced,  by  the 
operation  of  the  late  acis  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on 
the  colonies ;  and  have  refolved  on  art 
humble,  dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to 
his  Majefly  for  redrefs,  and  alfo  upon 
proper  reprefentations  to  his  Majelly's 
miniflcrs  on  the  fubjecl.  And  to  de- 
fire  that  they  would  feverally  take 
fuch  conflitutional  meafures  there- 
upon, as  they  fhould  judge  moll 
proper.  And  the  quefiion  upon  the 
motion  pafled  in  the  negative  —  On 
Thurfday  the  4th  of  February,  it  was 
moved  in  the  Houfe,  that  the  fore- 
going queiaon  be  reconfidered,  fo  far 
as  to  leave  it  at  large  ;  and,  conform- 
able to  a  flandlng  rule  of  the  Houfe, 
that  no  vote  or  order  fhall  be  recon- 
fidered at  any  time,  unlefs  the  Houfe 
be  as  full  as  when  fuch  vote  or  ordef 
was  pafTed  ;  the  number  in  the  Houfe 
was  called  for,  and  it  appearing  that 
eighty-two  members  were  prefent*, 
the  queftion  was  put,  and  paiTed  in 
the  aflirmative  by  a  large  majority : 
and  by  an  immediately  fubiequent 
refolve,  the  firft  vote  was  ordered  to- 
be  era  fed. — The  fame  day  the  re- 
folution which  gave  birth  to  the  cir- 
cular letter  took  place  ;  a  queftion 
being  regularly  moved  and  fairly  de- 
bated, whether  the  Houfe  v/ould  ap- 
point a  committee  to  prepare  a  letter 
to  be  fent  to  each  of  the  Houles  of 

*  The  fair.e  number  as  before  :  it  is  to  be 
obfcrvfd  thnt  the  Kouf^  a;-  that  time  ronfifted 
ot  about  no  members  :  by  the  royal  charter 
40  makcj  a  quorum  j  hence  it  appears  that 
82  membvis  are  more  than  dcuMe  the  num- 
ber fufficient  legally  to  tran!a(ft  buf.nefs,  and 
were  then  three  ijuarter.^  nf  the  whole  Houle.- 
Reprefentativps 
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Repfcfentatives  and  Burgefies  on  the 
continent,  to  inform  them  of  the 
meaiures  which  this  Houfe  has  taken 
vvicJi  regard  to  the  difficulties  arifing 
from  the  acls  of  Parliament  for  levy- 
ing duties  and  raxes  on  the  American 
colonies,  and  report  to  the  Hoafe, 
which  pafied  in  the  afiirmative  ;  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly :  This  committee,  after  deli-^ 
berating  a  week,  reported  the  letter, 
which  was  read  in  the  Houfe  and  ac-' 
cepted  almoft  unanimoudy  ;  and  fair 
copies  of  the  fame  v/ere  ordered  to  be 
taken  for  the  Speaker  to  fign  and 
forward  as  foon  as  might  be  :  and 
this  day  there  were  eighty-three  mem- 
bers in  tlie  Houfe. 

The  day  following  an  order  pafTed, , 
that  a  fair  copy  of  this  letter  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  Dennis  De  Berdt,  Efq;  in 
London.  The  delign  of  which  was^ 
that  he  might  be  able  to  produce  it, 
as  neceffity  might  require,  to  prevent 
any  mifreprefentation  of  its  true  Ipirit 
and  defign. 

On  Saturday  the  13th  of  February, 
in  order  that  no  pofTibleoccafion  might 
be  talcen  by  the  governor,  to  think 
that  the  debates  and  refolutions  were 
defigned  to  be  kept  a  fecret  from  his 
Excellency,  the  Hoafe  came  Into  the 
fo'lowing  refolution,  viz. — Whereas 
this  Houfe  hath  direded,  that  a  letter 
be  fent  to  the  feveral  Houfes  of  Re- 
prefentatives  and  BurgeiTe*  of  the 
Britiih  colonies  oh  the  continent,  fet- 
ting  forth  the  fentiments  of  tiie  Houfe, 
with  regard  to  the  great  difficulties 
that  mull  accrue  by  the  operation  of 
divers  a61s  of  Parlir.ment,  for  levying 
dutii^s  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  with 
the  fole  and  exprcfs  purpofe  of  raifing 
a  revenue ,-  and  their  proceedings 
thereon,  in  an  humble,  dutiful,  and 
loyal  petition  to  the  King,  and  fuch 
reprefentations  to  his  Majelly's  mi^ 
iiiilers,  as  th&y  apprehend  may  have 
a  tendency  to  obtain  redrefs  :  and 
whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Houfe,    that    all    effectual   methods 
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fiiould  be  taken,  to  cultiv<ite  an  har- 
mony between  the  fevei  al  branches  of 
this  government,  as  being  neceliary 
to  prom.ote  the  profpericy  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  government  in  this  province  : 
Refblved,  th;it  a  committee  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  governor,  and  ac- 
quaint him  a  copy  of  the  letter  afore- 
faid  will  be  laid  before  him  as  foon  as 
it  can  be  drafted,  as  we'll  as  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe  relative 
to  the  faid  affair,  if  he  iliali  defire  it. 
And  a  commit.ee  was  appoiated,  who 
waited  on  his  Excellency  accordingly. 
—  On  Monday  following,  the  Houfe 
refoived  on  the  eftabiifliment  already 
mentioned,  which  is  obferved,  only 
to  iliew  your  Lordihlp,  that  there  was 
at  this  time,  no  difpofition  in  the 
Houfs,  *'  to  revive  unhappy  divifions 
and  diflraftiops,  fo  prejudicial  to  the 
true  intereil  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
colonies." 

The  Houfe  beg  leave  to  apologize 
to  your  Lordlliip  for  the  trouble  given. 
you  in  fo  particular  a  narration  of 
facts  ;  which  they  thought  neceffary 
to  fatisfy  your  Lordlhip  ; — that  the 
refolution  of  the  lafs:  Houfe  referred  to 
by  your  LordHiin,  was  not  an  unfair 
proceeding,  procured  by  furprize  in  a 
thin  Houfe,  as  his  Majefxy  has  been 
informed  ;  but  the  declared  fenfe  of  a 
large  majority,  when  the  Houfe  wa$ 
full :  that  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince was  made  fully  acquainted  with 
the  meafure  ;  and  never  figniiied  hi^ 
diiapprobation  of  it  to  the  Houfe, 
wLich  it  is  prefumed  he  v/ould  have 
done,  in  duty  to  his  Majefly,  if  he 
had  thought  it  was  of  evil  tendency  : 
and,  that  therefore,  that  Eloufe  had 
abundant  reafon  to  be  confirmed  in 
their  own  opinion  of  the  meafure,  as 
being  the  produdion  of  moderation 
and  prudence.  And  the  Houfe 
humbly  rely  on  the  royal  clemency, 
that  to  petition  his  Majelly,  will  not 
be  deemed  by  Lim  to  be  inconfiilent 
with  a  refpeA  to  the  Britifn  coniH- 
lution  as  fettled  at  the  revolution  by 
E  e  '         William 
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William  the  Third  :  that  to  acquaint 
their  fcllow-fubjecls,  involved  in  the 
fame  dillrefs,  of  their  having  lb  done, 
in  full  hopes  of  fuccefs,  even  if  they 
had  invited  the  union  of  all  America 
in  one  joint  fupplication,  would  not 
be  difcountenanced  by  our  gracious 
fovereign,  as  a  meafureof  an  inflam- 
matory nature:  that  when  your  Lord- 
ihip  ftiall  in  juftice  lay  a  true  flate  of 
thefe  matters  before  his  Majelly,  he 
will  no  longer  confider  them  as  tend- 
ing to  create  unwarrantable  com- 
binations, or  excite  an  unjuftifiable 
oppofition  to  the  conftitutional  au- 
thority of  the  Parliament :  that  he 
will  then  clearly  difcern,  who  are  of 
that  defperate  fadlion,  which  is  con- 
tinually difturbing  the  public  tran- 
quility ;  and,  that  while  his  arm  is 
extended,  for  the  prcteftion  of  his 
diitreifed  and  injured  fubjeds,  he  will 
frown  upon  all  thofe,  who,  to  gratify 
their  own  paffions,  have  dared  even 
to  attempt  to  deceive  him  1 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  province,  have  more  than  once, 
during  the  adminifiration  of  Governor 
Bernard,  been  under  the  neceffity  of 
intreating  his  Majefty*s  rainirters  to 
fufpend  their  further  judgment,  upon 
fuch  reprefentations  of  the  temper  of 
the  people,  and  the  condudl  of  the 
afiembly,  ns  they  were  able  to  make 
appear  to  be  injurious  ;  the  fame  in- 
dulgence this  Houfe  nov/  beg  of  your 
Lordlhip  :  and  befecch  your  Lord- 
Ihip  to  patronize  them  fo  far  as  to 
make  a  favourable  reprefentation  of 
their  conduft  to  the  King  our  foye- 
r^l  •n  :  it  being  the  higheil  ambition 
of  this  Houfe,  and  the  people  whom 
they  reprelcpt,  to  (land  before  his 
Majefty  in  their  jaft  charafter  of  af- 
fedionate  and  ley:)'  flibjeds. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Then  it  was  moved  that  the  quef- 
tion  be  pur,  whether  the  Houfe  will 
refcind  the  rcfolurion  of  the  lait 
Houfe,  which  gave  birth  to  their  cir- 
cular letter  w  the  fvveriil  Mcufes  of 


Reprefentatives  and  BnrgeiTes  of  the 
other  colonies  on  the  continent  ?  and 
paffed  in  the  negative  by  a  divifion  of 
ninety -t-joo  \.o  Je'venteen.  ^ 

Hereupon  the  committee  reported     ^ 
an  an fvvei  to  the  Governor's  meffages 
of  the  2111  and  24th  of  June,  which 
was  accepted  by  a  large  majority,  and 
is  as  follows. 

A  MsJ/age  from   the  AJfembly    to  the 
Go-vernor,  June  30,    1768. 
May  it  pleafc your  Excellency y 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majtifty's  ancient  and  loyal 
province  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay> 
have,  with  the  greateft  deliberation, 
confidered  your  meffages  of  the  21ft 
and  24th  inftant,  with  the  feveral 
extracts  from  the  letter  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hilliborough, 
his  Majelly's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  North  American  aifairs, 
dated  the  2 2d  of  April  lafl,  which 
your  Excellency  has  thought  fit  to 
communicate.  We  have  alio  received 
the  written  anfv/er  which  your  Excel- 
lency was  pleafed  to  give  the  com- 
mittee of  this  Houfe,  direded  to  wait 
on  you  the  29th  inilant  with  a  mef- 
fage  humbly  requelHng  a  recefs,  that 
the  members  might  be  favoured  with 
an  opportunity  to  confuit  their  con- 
flituents  at  this  important  crifis,  when 
a  dired  and  peremptoty  requiiition  is 
made  of  a  new  and  ilrange  con- 
flrudure,  and  fo  flrenuoully  urged, 
viz.  That  we  fhould  immediately  re-  •, 
fcind  the  refolution  of  the  laft  Houfe 
to  tranfmit  circular  letters  to  the  other 
Britilh  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  barely  intimating  a 
def.re'that  they  would  join  in  fimilar 
dutiful  and  loyal  petitions  to  our  moll 
gracious  fovereign,  for  the  redrefs  of 
the  grievances,,  occafioned  by  fundry 
late  ads  of  Parliament  calculated  for 
the  folc  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue 
in  America.  We  have  m.oft  dili- 
gently rcvifed  not  only  the  faid  re- 
folution, but  alfo  the  circular  letter 
written     and    fent    iu    confequence 

thereof, 
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thereof,  and  after  all,  they  both  ap- 
pear to  us,  to  be  conceived  in  terms 
hoc  only  prudent  and  moderate  in 
themfelves,  but  refpedlful  to  the  au- 
thority of  that  truly  auguft  body  the 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  and  very 
dutiful  and  loyal  in  regard  to  his 
Majefty's  facred  perfon,  crown,  and 
dignity  ;  of  all  which  we  entertain 
fentiments  of  the  higheft  reverence 
and  moll  ardent  afFedion  ;  and  fnould 
we  ever  depart  from  thefe  fentiments, 
we  mult  Hand  felf-condemned,  as  un- 
worthy the  name  of  Britifti  fubjedls 
defcended  from  Britilh  anceftors,  in- 
timately allied  and  connected  in  in- 
tereils  and  inclination  with  our  fellow 
fubjefls  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain.  We  cannot  but  exprefs  our 
deep  concern,  that  a  meafure  of  the 
lateHoufe,  in  allrefpeds  fo  innocent, 
in  moil  fo  virtuous  and  laudable,  and 
as  we  conceive  fo  truly  patriotic, 
Ihould  have  been  reprefented  to  admi- 
nillration  in  the  odious  light  of  a 
party  and  fadious  meafure,  and  that 
puftied  through  by  reverting  in  a  thin 
Houfe  to,  and  re-confidering,  what 
in  a  full  alTembly  had  been  rcjeftcd. 
It  was  and  is  a  matter  of  notoriety, 
that  more  than  eighty  members  were 
prefcnt  at  the  reconfideration  of  that 
vote  againll  application  to  the  other 
colonies.  The  vote  of  re-confi- 
deration  was  obtained  by  a  large  ma- 
jority ;  it  is,  or  ought  to  be  well 
knov/n,  that  the  preTence  of  eighty 
members  makes  a  fu'.I  Houfe,  this 
number  being  juil  double  to  that  by 
the  royal  charrer  of  the  province  re- 
quired to  coaiUcute  the  third  branch 
of  oar  CO  ony  legiflature. 

Your  Excellency  might  have  been 
very  eafiiy  informed,  if  you  was  not, 
that  the  meafures  of  the  late  Houfe 
in  regard  to  fundry  adis  of  the  late 
Parliament  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
raifmg  a  North  American  revenue, 
were  generally  carried  by  three  to  one  ; 
and  we  dare  appeal  to  your  Excel- 
lency for  the  truth  of  this  aflertion, 
?iamely,  that  ther*  were  many  per- 
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fons  in  the  majority,  in  all  views,  as 
refpedable  as  the  yery  bell  of  the 
minority.  Nay,  fo  far  from  any 
fmifter  views,  were  the  committee  of 
the  late  Houfe,  appointed  and  diredled 
to  take  into  their  moil  ferious  con- 
fidei-ation  the  then  prefent  Hate  of  the 
province,  from  going  into  any  ralh  or 
precipitate  meafures,  that  they  for 
fome  days  adually  delayed  their  firft 
report,  which  was  a  letter  to  Mr. 
agent  De  Berdt,  on  this  candid  and 
generous  principle,  that  thofe  who 
were  reafonably  prefuppofed  to  b# 
moil  warmly  attached  to  all  your  Ex- 
cellency's meafures,  efpecially  thofe 
for  furthering,  and  by  all  means  en- 
forcing the  ads  for  levying  a  North 
American  revenue,  might  be  prefent, 
and  a  more  equal  conteil  enfue.  It 
would  be  incredible  Ihould  any  one 
a/Tert,  that  your  Excellency  wanted  a 
true  information  of  all  thefe  things, 
which  were  not  done,  or  delired  to  be 
hid  in  a  corner,  but  were  notoriouHy 
tran faded  in  X^wq  open  light  at  noon- 
day. It  is  to  us  altogether  incompre- 
'henfible  that  we  fhould  be  required,  oa 
the  peril  of  a  diifolution  of  the  great 
and  general  court  or  affembly  of  this 
province,  to  refcind  a  refolution  of  a 
former  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
when  it  is  evident  that  reiblution  has 
no  exiHence  but  as  a  mere  hiltorical 
fad. 

Your  Excellency  mull  know  that 
the  reiblution  referred  to,  is,  to  fpeak 
ia  the  language  of  the  common  law, 
not  now,  *'  executory,"  but  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  "  executed.'*' 
The  circular  letters  have  been  fent, 
and  many  of  them  have  been  an- 
Iwcred  :  thefe  anfwers  are  now  in  the 
public  papers  ;  the  public,  the  world, 
mu(l  and  will  judge  of  the  propofals, 
purpofes,  and  the  aniwers.  We 
could  as  well  refcind  thofe  letters  as 
the  refolves,  and  both  would  be 
equally  fruitlefs  ;  if  by  refcinding,  as 
the  word  properly  imports,  is  meant 
a  repeal  and  nullifying  of  the  re- 
folution referred  to  :  but,  if,  as  is 
E  e  2  mofl 
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mofl:  probable,  by  the  word  refcinding 
is  intended  the  pafTing  a  vote  of  this 
Houfe  in  dircd  and  exprefs  difappro- 
batJOii  of  the  meafuies  abovemen- 
tioned  as  *'  illegal,  inflammatory, 
and  tending  to  promote  unjulUftable 
combinations"  againlr  his  M.jelly's 
peace,  crown,  and  dignity,  we  mull 
take  the  liberty  to  teltify,  and  pub- 
lickly  to  declare,  that  we  take  it  to 
be  the  native,  inherent,  and  inde- 
■feafible  right  of  the  fubjedl,  jointly  or 
Severally  to  petition  the  King  for  the 
redrefs  of  grievances :  provided  al- 
ways, that  the  fame  be  done  in  a 
decent,  dutiful,  loyal,  and  confti- 
tutional  way,  without  tumult,  dif- 
order,  or  confufion.  We  are  alfo 
humbly,  but  clearly  and  very  iirmly 
of  opinion,  that  the  petition  of  the 
late  dutiful  and  loyal  Houfe  to  his 
Majelly,  and  their  other  very  orderly 
applications  for  the  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances, have  Had  the  moil  dehrable 
tendencies  and  elFefts  to  keep  mens 
minds  in  eafe  and  quiet.  V/e  mull 
be  excufed  in  thinking  that  the  peo- 
ple were  in  truth  patiently  waiting 
for  the  meeting  of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment, their  meafures,  and  his  Ma- 
jelly's  pleafure  :  and  it  is  probable 
that  they  would  every  where  have 
thus  waited  for  the  great  event,  had 
it  not  been  revealed  here  that  the  late 
provincinl  applications  for  redrefs  of 
grievances  were  fome-how  ftrangely 
obflrudled,  nnd  the  province,  in  con- 
fequence  of  mi ifm formation  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  moil  unfortunately  fallen 
under  the  royal  difpleafure  :  and  to 
complcat  this  misfortune,  it  was  not 
only  difguifed  to  the  other  colonies, 
but  forne  of  them  aciually  received 
the  information  birfuie  it  was  made 
known  here,  that  the  houfe  had  been 
accufed  to  his  Majelly,  or  his  mi- 
niilry,  or  fallen  under  the  difpleai'urc 
of  the  one,  or  thj  cenfure  of  the 
other. 

On  the  whole,  Sir,  wc  will  con- 
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fider  his  moll  facred  Majelly,  under 
God,  ajiour  King,  and  bell  protefted 
and  common  Father  :  and  (hall  ever 
b<  ar  him  true  and  faithful  allegiance. 
We  alfo  regard  your  Excellency  as 
the  reprefentative  of  the  greatell  po- 
tentate on  earth,  and  at  all  times 
have,  fo  faras  could  confid  with  the 
important  purpofes  of  prcferving  lif^, 
liberty,  and  property,  been  molt  rea- 
dy and  willing  to  treat  you  with  all 
that  refpect  juilly  due  to  your  high 
rank  and  llatjon.  But  we  are  con- 
ftrained  to  fay,  that  we  are  difagree- 
ably  convinced  that  your  Exceliency 
entertains  not  that  parental  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  the  good  people  of  this 
province,  which  you  have  fometim.es 
been  pleafed  to  profefs,  and  which 
they  have  at  all  times  an  irrefragable 
right  to  expeft  from  their  governor. 
Your  Excellency  has  thought  fit  not 
only  to  deny  us  a  recefs  to  confult  cur 
conilituents,  in  regard  totheprefent 
requlfition,  but  has  allured  us,  in  ef- 
feft,  that  you  lliall  take  filence,  at 
leaft  a  delny,  not  as  ufual  for  a  con- 
fent,  but  for  a  denial.  You  have 
alfo  thought  fit  to  inform  u-,  that  you 
cannot  think  yourfelf  at  liberty,  in 
cafe  of  the  dilTolution  of  this,  to  call 
another  afiembly,  without  the  exprefs 
or^^ers  of  his  Majefry  for  thr.t  purpofe : 
at  the  fame  time  your  Excellency  has 
been  plea  fed,  to  affure  us  that  you  have 
conrmun -Cited  the  whole  of  Lord 
Hilllborough's  letter,  and  yourinilruc- 
tions,  fo  far  ?.s  relates  to  the  requiil- 
tion.— In  all  this,  however,  we  can- 
not find  that  your  F-xcellcncy  is  move 
than  dirscted  to  dinbive  the  prcfjnc 
aficm.bly,  in  cafe  of  a  non-compliance 
on  the  part  of  the  Houfe.  Jf  \\\t 
vote*!  of  the  Honfe  are  to  be  controu!- 
ed  by  the  dir:<!:lion  of  a  Minifler,  we 
have  left  us  but  a  vain  femblance  of 
liberty.  We  know  it  to  be  the  jult 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  at  plea- 
fure, to  diflblve  a  Parliament:  wc 
arc  alfo  fcnfible,  that  confiltently  with 

thi 
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the  great  charter  of  this  province, 
your  Excellency  when  you  fnall  think 
nt,  with  or  without  the  intervention 
of  the  miniiler,  can  dilTolve  the  great 
and  general  court  of  this  colony,  and 
that  without  the  lead  obligation  to 
convene  another  within  the  year. 
But  fxiould  it  ever  grov/  in  ufe  for  any 
ill-difpofed  governor  of  the  province, 
by  means  of  a  miilaken  or  Vv^illfully 
-wrong  ilate  of  fa 6ts,  to  procure  orders 
for  a  diilclution,  that  fame  charter 
will  be  of  no  value. 

We  take  this  opportunity  faithfully 
and  firmly  to  reprefent  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  new  revenue  ads  and 
meafures  are  not  only  difagreeable  to, 
but  in  every  view  are  deemed  an  in- 
fupportable  burthen  and  grievance, 
wiih  a  very  fev/  exceptions,  by  all 
the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  this  jurifdidion  ;  and  we  beg  leave, 
once  for  all,  to  aiTure  ,your  Excel- 
lency, that  thofe  of  this  opinion  are 
jof  no  '*  party  or  expiring  faftion." 
They  have  at  all  times  been  ready  to 
devote  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  his 
Majelly's  fervice.  Of  loyalty  this 
majority  -could  as  reaibnably  boail  as 
any  who  may  happen  to  enjoy  .your 
Excellency's  fmiles :  their  reputation, 
jank,  and  fortune,  are  at  leail  equal 
to  thofe  who  may  have  been  fome- 
iimes  confidered  as  the  only  friends  to 
good  government,  v/hile  fomeofthe 
beil  blood  of  the  colony,  even  in  two 
Houfes  of  Affembly  lawfully  con- 
vened, and  duly  acting,  have  been 
openly  charged  with  the  unpardon- 
able crim.e  of  oppugnation  againfl  the 
royal  authority.  We  have  now  only 
to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  this 
Houfe  have  voted  not  to  refcind,  as 
required,  the  refolution  of  the  laft 
Houfe,  and  that,  on  a  divifion  on 
the  queftlon,  there  were  92  Nays  and 
17  Teas.  In  all  this  we  have  been 
aduated  by  a  confcientious,  and  final- 
ly, a  Clear  and  deiermined  lenfc  of 
d:^ty  to  God,  to  our  King,  our  coun- 
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try,  and  to  our  latefl:  pollerity :  and 
we  moil  ardently  wifh,  and  humbly 
pray,  that  in  your  future  condud 
your  Excellency  m.ay  be  influenced 
by  the  fame  principles. 

His  Excellency  after  having  receiv- 
ed the  lafi:  foregoing  meffage  from  the 
Houfe,  dircded  their  attendance  in 
the  Council-Chamber;  when,  after 
giving  his  aflent  to  feveral  bills,  he 
was  pleafed  to  prorogue  the  great 
and  general  court,  to  Wednefday  the 
third  day  of  Auguft  next;  bat  the 
next  day  the  allembly  was  dijfol-jed  by 
proclamation. 


Thefolloixn-ng  letters  fro?n  fe'veral  Houfes 
of  Reprefent ati^oes  of  the  other  Colo- 
nies^ <vjere  received  by  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefent ati'-ves  of  the  Pro^oince  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  anfiver  to  their 
circular  leier  of  the  \\th  of  Febru- 
ary I  aft. 
To  the  Honour  able  the  Speaker  of  the 
Honourable  Ho2/fe  of  Reprefentaii^ss 
of  the  PrO'-vi7ice  of  the  Maffachufetts-^ 
Boy. 

Vir^ima,  May  9,  I768, 
SIR, 
The  Houfe  of  BurgefTes  of  this  co- 
lony proceeded  very  foon  after  they 
met  to  the  confiderarion  of  your  im- 
portant letter  of  the  1 1  th  of  February, 
1768,  written  in  the  name  and  by  the 
order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  your  province  ;  and  I  have  received 
their  particular  diredion  to  defire  you 
to  inform  that  honourable  Houfe,  that 
they  applaud  tliem  for  their  attention 
to  American  liberty,  and  that  the  ftcps 
they  have  taken  thereon, v/ill  convince 
them  of  their  opinion  of  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  the  ads  of  parliament  com- 
plained of,  and  of  their  fixed  refolution 
to  concur  with  the  other  colonies  in 
their  application  for  redrefs. 

After  the  mod  deliberate  confult- 
ation,  the)  thought  it  their  duty  to  re- 
prefent to  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britaiu,  that  they  are  truly  fenfible 
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©f  the  happinefs  and  fecurlty  they  de- 
five  from  their  connexions  with,  and 
^cpendance  on  Great  Britain,  and 
are  under  the  greateft  concern'  that 
any  unlucky  incident  Ihould  interrupt 
that  falutary  harmony,  which  they 
wifh  ever  to  fubrul.  They  lament 
that  the  remotenqfs  of  their  fituation 
often  expofes  them  to  fuch  mifrepre- 
fentations,  as  are  apt  to  involve  them 
in  cenfures  of  difloyalty  to  their  fove- 
feign,  and  t>ie  want  of  a  proper  re- 
fpeft  to  the  Britiih  Parlianr^ent,  where- 
as they  have  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  agreeable  perfuafion,  that  they 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  inferior  to 
none  of  their  fellow-fabjeSs  in  loyalty 
^nd  aftedlion. 

That  they  do  not  affect  an  inde- 
pendency of  their  parent  kingdom, 
the  profperity  of  which  they  are  bound 
to  the  utmoil  of  their  abilities  to  pro- 
mote, but  cheerfully  acquiefce  in  the 
authority  of  parliament  to  make  laws 
for  preferving  a  necelTary  dependance 
and  for  reguhiting  the  trade  of  the 
colonies.     Yet  they  cannot  conceive, 
and  humbly  infill,  it  is  not  effential 
to  fuppoit  a  proper  relation  between 
a  mother-country  and  colonies  tranf- 
planted  from   her,   that    fhe   fhould 
have  a  right  to  raife  money  from  them 
without  their  confent,  and  prefume 
they  do  not  afpire  to  more  than  the 
natural    rights    of  Britiih    fubjefts, 
when  they  alTert  that  no  power  on 
earth  has  a  right  to  impofe  taxes  on 
the  people,  or  take  the  fmalicft  por- 
tion of  their  property,  without  their 
confent,  gii^en   by  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament.     This  has  ever 
been  confidered  as  the  chief  pillar  of 
the   conilitunon ;  without   this   fup- 
port  no  man  can  be  faid  to  have  the 
Icail  ftjadow  of  liberty,  fmce  they  can 
Slave  no  property  in  thnt,  which  ano- 
ther can   by  right  take  from   tlicm 
when  he  pleafes,  without  their  con- 


That  their  anceftors  brought  over 
with  them  intire,  and  tranfmitted  to 
their   defcendants,    the   natural   and 
conftitutional  rights  they  had  enjoyed 
in  their  native  country  ;  and  the  firll 
principles  of  the  Britiih  conftitution 
were  early  engrafted  into  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  colonies.     Hence  a  Ic- 
giflative  authority,  ever  eilential  in 
all  free  rtates,  was  derived,  and  af- 
fimilated  as  nearly  as   might  be  to 
that  in  England  ;  the  executive  pow- 
er and  the  right  of  afienting  or  dif- 
fenting  to  all   laws  relerved  to  the 
crown,  and  the  privilege  of  ehoofing 
their  own  rcprefentatives   continued 
to  the  people,  and  confirmed  to  them 
by  repeated  and  exprefs  llipulations. 
The    government    thus    ellablifhed, 
they  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  own 
labour  with  a  lerenity  wliich  liberty 
only  can  impart.     Upon  prciHng  oc- 
cafions   they  applied  to  his  Majelty 
for  relief,  and  gi-atefally  acknowledge 
they  have  frequently  received  it  from 
thei?  mother-country:  whenever  their 
affirmance  v^as  necefHiry,   requifitions 
have  conl^antly  been  made  from  the 
crov/n  to  the  reprcfentatives  of  the 
people,    who    have    complied    with 
them  to   the  utmoil  extent  of  their 
abilities.     The  ample  provifion  made 
for  the  fupport  of  civil  government, 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  fe- 
cond,  and    at  his  requeil,    and    the 
large  fupplies  voted  during  the  lalt 
war  upon  requifitions  from    his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  royal  grandfather,  alFord 
early  and  late  inftnnces  of  the  difpo- 
fuions  of  the  aifen-Jjlies  of  :his  co- 
lony,  and  are  fufficient  proofs   that 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  did 
not  till  lately,  affume  a  power  of  im- 
pofing   taxes  on  the  people,   for  th« 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue. 

To  fay  that  the  Commons  of  Grea^ 
Britain  have  a  right  to  impoie  intor- 
nal  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of  this 
continent,  who  are  not  :md  cannot 

be 
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be  reprefented,  is  in  eiFeft  to  bid 
them  prepare  for  a  flate  of  flavery. 
What  mull  be  their  iituation,  Ihould 
fuch  a  right  be  citablilhed  ?  The  co- 
Ionics  have  no  conititutional  check 
on  their  liberality  in  giving  away  their 
money,  cannot  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  their  grie\'ances,  or  of 
pointing  out  the  Q-'Sieil  method  of 
taxation,  for  their  doom  will  gene- 
rally be  determined  before  they  are 
acquainted  that  the  fubjedt  has  been 
agitated  in  parliament,  and  ^he  com- 
mons bear  no  proportion  of  the  taxes 
they  lay  upon  them.  The  notion  of 
a  virtual  reprefentation,  which  would 
render  all  cur  rights  merely  ideal, 
has  been  (o  often  and  fo  clearly  re- 
futed, that  nothing  need  be  faid  on 
that  head. 

The  opprelTive  flamp-aft  confefTed- 
ly  impofed  internal  taxes,  and  the 
late  ads  of  Parliament,  giving  and 
granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britilh 
colonies,  plainly  tend  to  the  fame 
point.  Duties  have  been  impofed  to 
reftrain  the  commerce  of  one  part  of 
the  empire  that  was  likely  to  prove 
injurious  to  another,  and  by  this 
means  the  welfare  of  the  whole  pro- 
moted ;  but  duties  impofed  on  fuch  of 
the  Britilh  ex-ports  as  are  neceifaries  of 
life,  to  be  paid  by  the  colon.ifls  on 
importation,  without  any  view  to  the 
inrerelts  of  commerce,  but  merely  to 
raife  a  revenue,  or  in  other  words  to 
compel  the  colonifts  to  part  with  their 
money  againfl:  their  inclinations,  they 
conceive  to  be  tax  internal  to  all 
intents  and  purpoies.  And  can  it  be 
thought  juft  or  reafonable,  rellriflcd 
as  they  are  in  their  trade,  confined  as 
they  are  in  then-  exports,  obliged  to 
purchafe  thefe  very  neceiTaries  at  the 
Britifh  Market,  that  they  ihould  now 
be  told  they  ft  all  not  have  them 
without  paying  a  duty  for  them  ? 

The  acl  fuipending  the  legifiative 
power  of  New- York,  they  confider  as 
iiill  more  alarming  to  the  colonies. 
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though  it  has  that  fmgle  province  ia 
view.  If  the  Parliament  can  compel 
them  to  furnifli  a  fmgle  article  to  the 
troops  fent  over,  they  may,  by  the 
fame  rule,  oblige  them  to  furnifli 
cloaths,  arms,  and  every  other  ne- 
celfiry,  even  the  pay  of  die  officers 
and  foldiers — a  dodrine  replete  with 
every  mifchief,  and  utterly  fubveriive 
of  all  that's  dear  and  valuable  : — for 
what  advantage  can  the  people  of  the 
colonies  derive  from  their  right  of 
choofing  their  own  reprefent^tives,  if 
thofe  reprefentatives  when  chofen, 
not  permitted  to  excrcife  their  own 
judgments,  were  under  a  neceifity 
(on  pain  of  being  deprived  of  their 
legiflative  authority)  of  inforcing  th« 
mandates  of  a  BritiPn  Parliament. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  fketch  of  their  fen- 
timents,  as  they  are  expreffcd  in  a 
petition  to  his  Majeily,  a  Memorial 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  in  3 
Remonftrance  to  the  Knights,  Citi- 
zens and  BurgefTes  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  aifembled.  In  all  their 
proceedings  the  council  of  this  colony 
have  concurred,  and  have  diiedled 
their  agent,  James  Abercromby,  Efq; 
tp  join  Edward  Montague,  Efq;  the 
agent  for  this  colony,  in  applying  for 
redrefs  of  the  grievances  they  fo  juftly 
complain  of.  Copies  were  delivered 
to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council,  now 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  is  defired 
to  Lranlmii  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  appointed  by  his  Majeily  to  ma- 
nage the  affairs  of  North  America, 
and  Mr.  Montague  is  enjoined  to 
confult  the  agents  of  the  other  co- 
lonies, and  to  co-operate  with  them 
in  every  meafure  that  fliali  be  thought 
neceifary  to  be  taken  on  this  critical 
point. 

They  truft  tliey  have  expreffed 
themfelves  with  a  firmnefs  that  be- 
comes freemen  pleading  for  eifential 
rights,  and  with  a  decency  that  will 
take  oit"  every  imputation  of  fadioa 

or 
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•r  difloyalty.  They  repofe  entire 
confidence  in  his  Majefty,  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  complaints  of  hisfub- 
jefts,  and  is  ever  ready  to  relieve  their 
diftrels  ;  and  they  are  not  without 
hopes  that  the  colonies  united  in  a 
decent  and  regular  oppolition,  may 
prevail  on  a  new  Ploufe  of  Commons 
to  put  a  ftop  to  meafares  fo  diredlly 
repugnant  to  the  interefts  both  of  <:he 
another  country,  and  her  colonies. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Houfe 
•of BurgeiTes,  lam,  with  the  greateft 
jefpeft,  your  moil  obedient  humble 
fervant, 

Peyton  Rakdolph,  Speaker. 

Colony  ofNenv  yerfey.  May  9,  1768. 
S  IR, 

As  foon  as  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  this  colony  met,  which  wa& 
on  the  1 2th  of  April,  I  laid  your 
letter  of  the  i  ith  ot  February  before 
them. 

Senfible  that  the  law  you  complain 
of,  is  a  fubjedl  in  which  every  colony 
is  interelled,  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
ientatives  readily  perceived  the  necef- 
lity  of  an  immediate  application  to 
tfte  King,  and  that  it  lliould  corre- 
fpond  with  thofe  of  the  ether  colonies ; 
but  as  they  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  the  fentimeats  of 
any  other  colonies  but  that  of  the 
Maflachufetts-Bay,  they  have  endea- 
voured to  conform  themfelves  to  the 
mode  adopted  by  you. 

They  have  therefore  given  inftruc- 
tlons  to  their  agent,  and  enjoined  his 
attention  to  the  fubjed  of  their  pe- 
tition. 

The  freedom  with  which  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  of  the  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay  have  communicated  their 
fentiments  upon  a  matter  of  fo  great 
concern  to  all  the  colonies,  hath  been 
received  by  this  Houfe,  with  that 
candor,  the  fpiiit  and  dcfign  of  your 
letter  merits. — And  at  the  lame  time, 
tJiat  they  acknowledge  ihcuifelves  ob- 


OCUMENTS. 

liged  to  you  for  communicating  yati- 
fentiments  to  them,  they  have  di- 
rected me  t  J  aiTure  you,  that  they  are 
defirous  to  keep  up  a  correfpondence 
with  you,  and  to  unite  with  the  colo- 
nies, if  neceffary,  in  further  fuppli- 
cations  to  his  Iviajefty  to  relieve  his 
diftrefTed  American  lubjeds.  In  the 
name  and  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  I  am.  Sir,  your  moll 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

Cortland  Skikner,  Speaker. 

Colony  ofConnedicut,  wthjune,  1 768, 
"SIR, 
By  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives of  this  colony,  I  am^  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  I  Ith  February  lair,  commu- 
nicaring  the  fenfe  which  the  repre- 
fcntative  body  of  your  province  have 
of  the  great  difnxulties  to  which  they 
and  tlieir  conftituents  muft  be  fub- 
jeded  by  the  operation  of  the  feveral 
a<5ts  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  by  yott 
referred  to,  and  the  meafures  they 
have  gone  into  for  obtaining  redrefe 
of  thofe  grievances. 

Your  letter  was  laid  before  this 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  early  in  the 
fefiion  v/hich  is  now  juil  clofed. 
They  confiier  the  faid  ads  of  parlia- 
ment in  their  nature,  tendency,  and 
operation  as  matters  of  ferious  con- 
cern, and  of  very  intereiting  impor- 
tance, to  this  and  all  the  Englilli 
American  colonies,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  no  conilitutional  meafures  pro- 
per for  obtaining  relief  ought  to  be 
negleded  by  any,  and  that  it  is  of 
importance  their  meafures  for  that 
endfliould  harmoni'zc  with  each  other, 
as  their  fucccis  may  in  a  great  degree 
depend  on  their  union  in  fentiment 
and  pradlice,  on  this  critical  and  in- 
terclUng  occalion. 

The  Houfe  therefore  very  kindly 
accepted  your  letter,   and   are   per- 
fuaded  from  the  importance  of  the 
c&ufe,  thQ  laudable  zeal,  and  the  gene- 
rous 
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tous  exertions  of  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  from  time  to  time, 
in  favour  of  her  conilitational  free- 
dom, that  it  proceeded  only  from  a 
hearty  concern  for  the  jull  rights,  the 
common  interell  and  welfare  of  thefe 
colonies. 

This  Houfe  are  defirous  ever  to 
cultivate  the  ftriaeil  frienclfbip  and 
harmony  with  the  n£ighbcur:ng  co- 
lonies, and  with  none  more  than 
your's,  and  will  be  always  ready  to 
receive,  with  the  utm.oft  candor,  their 
opinion  in  any  matters  of  general 
concern,  and  equally  willing  on  ail 
proper  occafions  to  communicate  their 
own  fentiment  on  any  fubjeds  of 
our  common  welfare,  in  full  confi- 
dence they  would  meet  with  the  fame 
friendly  and  candid  acceptance. 

This  Houfe  have  alfo  taken  into 
their  ferious  coniideration  the  opera- 
tion of  the  faid  afts  of  parliament, 
and  are  deeply  fenfible  that  this,  in 
common  with  her  filler  colonies,  muft 
thereby  be  involved  in  great  difficul- 
ties, which  are  perhaps  a  prelude  to 
Hill  greater,  and  have  purlued  mea- 
fures  for  obtaining  redrefs,  fimilar  to 
thofe  adopted  by  the  Home  of  Repre- 
fematives  of  your  province. 

We  cannot  but  entertain  with  you, the 
firongeil  confidence  in  the  King's  roy- 
al clemency,  juftice,  and  goodneis, 
that  the  united,  dutiful  fupplications 
of  his  faithful,  diftrelTed  lubjecls  in 
America,  will  meet  with  a  kind  and 
gracious  acceptance. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  I  am.  Sir, 
vvith  great  eiteem  and  refpecf,  your 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Zfbulon  West,  Speaker. 
To  the  HcnourabU  the  Speaker  cf  the 

Houfe  of  Reprefentati-~ues  in  the  Pro- 

njince   of  the  Majjachufeits-Bay , 

Fronjince  of  Georgia,  i^thjunej  lj63. 
SIR, 
Your  refpecled  favour  of  the  nth 
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February  came  to  my  hand  only  a  few 
days  fmce.  I  am  forry  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  give  you  fo  full  and  fa- 
tisfactory  an  anfvver  thereto,  as  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  requires : 
the  members  of  the  prefent  afl'smbly 
of  this  province  have  but  lately  beer* 
eleded,  and  though  the  writs  were  re- 
turnable, and  the  Houfe  required  to 
meet  the  firlt  of  this  month,  yet  our 
Governor  thought  proper,  prior  there- 
to, to  prorogue  the  aifembly  until 
Novem.ber ;  for  this  reafon,  Sir,  I  can 
only  for  the  prefent,  reply  to  your 
favour  as  a  private  perfon,  or  late 
Speaker,  and  inform  you,  that  before 
the  ciiTolution  of  the  laft  aifembly, 
the  Houfe  took  under  confideration 
the  feveral  late  acts  of  parliament  for 
impofing  taxes  and  duties  on  the 
American  colonies,  and  being  fenfibly 
affeuled  thereby,  ordered  the  com- 
mittee of  correlpondence  to  inflrucl 
our  provincial  agent,  (Mr.  Benjamin 
Franklin)  to  join  earneftly  with  the 
other  colonies  agents  in  folliciting  a 
repeal  of  thofe  acts,  and  in  remon- 
iirating  againft  any  acls  of  the  like 
nature  for  the  future  :  this  inftrudion 
hath  been  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, and  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  will 
punctually  obferve  it.  When  the 
aifembly  meet  I  will  lay  your  favour 
before  the  Houfe ;  and  I  am  affured 
fuch  meafures  will  be  purfued  in  con- 
ftquence  thereof  as  will  manifell  their 
regard  for  conllitutional  liberty,  and 
their  refped  for  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives of  the  province  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  whofe  wife  and  fpirited 
condud  is  lb  juftly  admired. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  utmoil:  refped. 
Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Alexander  Wylly. 
The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
.  tati-ves  cf  Mafjachujetts-Bay  aljo  re- 
cei-vcd  the  foUo^jing  letter  from  ths 
Speaker  cf  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
ti'ves  of  the  Pro'vince  of  Maryland, 
relating  to  the  circular  Utter, 

Ft  ^TQ- 
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province  of  Maryland ^  Jutie  24/^, 
1768. 
SIR, 
I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
favour  of  the  1  ith  of  February  iaft, 
and  on  a  meeting  of  cur  affembly  I 
communicated  it  60  our  Houie,  and 
I  am  defired  to  afiure  you  they  ac- 
kno&'ledge  themfelves  obliged  by  a 
candid  and  free  communication  of 
fentiments  of  a  fifter  colony  on  a 
point  fo  interefting  to  the  whole  ;  and 
that  their  opinion  of  the  conlequcnces 
to  the  colonies  of  the  operation  of 
the  feveral  ads  of  parliament  you  al- 
lude to,  coincide  exadtly  with  yours, 
and  that  thsy  are  perfuaded  of  the 
necelTity  of  harmonizing  as  much  as 
poflible  in  proper  meafures  for  re- 
cirefs. 

This  Houfe,  upon  confidering  the 
afts  of  parliament,  prepared  an  hum- 
ble, dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to  his 
Majeity,  fetting  forth.  That  it  i^  a 
fixed  and  unalterable  principle  in  the 
nature  of  things,  and  a  part  of  the 
very  idea  of  property,  that  whatever 
a  man  hath  honeftly  acquired  cannot 
be  taken  from  him  without  his  con- 
fent ;  that  this  immutable  principle  is 
ingrafted  as  a  fundamcutai  into  the 
Englilh  conftiiuticn,  and  is  declared 
by  Magna  Charta,  and  the  petition 
and  bill  of  rights,  and  from  thence 
every  Britiih  fubjeil,  the  moll  diilant, 
is  jiiilly  intitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
Englilhmen;  that  this  right  is  further 
declared  and  connrmed  by  our  char- 
ter ;  under  the  confidence  whereof 
our  forefathers  encountered  ever  diffi- 
culty, to  fettle  this  colony,  which  un- 
der providence  has  increafed  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjeds,  extended  the  trade, 
and  added  to  the  wealth  of  the  mo- 
ther country :  that  we  have  always 
been  permitted  to  enjoy  this  right 
until  lately  ;  that  we  are  not,  nor  can 
we  ever  be  erTedlually  reprcfented  in 
the  Britiih 'parliament;  and  that  ihele 
ftatntes  do,  in  our  appreheniion,  in- 


fringe the  great  fundamental  princi- 
ple, that  no  man  can  be  taxed  but  with 
his  own  confent  given  by  himfelf  or 
his  Reprefentative.  This,  Sir,  is  the 
fubltance  of  our  petition,  and  I  am 
ordered  to  tranfmit  it  to  Charles 
Garth,  Efq;  fpecial  agent  for  our 
Houfe  of  Delegates,  to  be  prefented, 
and  we  (hall  requell  him  to  co-operate 
with  yours  and  the  other  colony 
agents  in  endeavouring  to  procure  u* 
relief,  and  hope  with  you  his  Majef- 
ty's  great  goodnefs  of  lieart  will  in- 
cline him  to  receive  the  dutiful  fup- 
plications  of  his  remote  fubjeds  with 
favour  and  attention. 

Juft  before  the  clofe  of  our  feffion 
we  received  a  meffage  from  our  Go* 
vernor,  a  copy  of  which  you  have 
herewith  ;  and  alfo  a  copy  of  the  ad- 
drefs  by  our  Houfe  in  anfwer  thereto, 
which  fully  convey  to  you  their  fenti- 
ments on  the  fubjed. 

I  am,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  Sir, 
with  very  great  refped,  your  moft 
humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

Robert  Lloyd,  Speaker, 
To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cujhing, 

Efq-y   speaker  of  the  Honourable 

Houfe  of  ReJ>refentativcs  ofMof- 

fachuJcitS'Bay. 


Copy    of  the   meffage  from    Goi'ernor 

Sharpe  to  the  Houfe  of  Rrprefenta- 

ti<ves  of  the  Proijince  of^  Mary  Land, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Lo-i'.er  Houfe  rf  Jffem  • 

hip  ^ 

'I  he  King  our  moil  gracious  fove- 

reign  having   been  informed   that  a 

circular  letter,  a  copy  of  which  hath 

been  comtnunicated  to  his  miniflers, 

was    in    February    lail    fent   by   the 

Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 

tives  of  the  colouy  of  MaflUchufetts 

to  the  Speakers  ot  other  Houfes  of 

Aflembly   in    North   Ameiica,  hath 

been  pleafed  to  order  it  to  be  iigni- 

iied  to  me,    that  he   confidcrs  fuch 

meafure  to  be  of  a  moll  dangerous 

and 
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Zjfid  fadious  tendency,  calculated  to 
■  inflame  the  minds  of  his  good  fub- 
jeds  in  the  colonies,  to  promote  an 
jmwarrantable  combination,  to  excite 
and  encourage  an  open  oppofition  to 
^nd  denial  of  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  fubvert  the  true  princi- 
ples of  the  conftitution  ;  but  while  I 
notify  to  you  his  Majefty's  I'entiments 
with  refped  to  this  matter,  1  am  alfo 
to  tell  you  that  the  repeated  proofs 
which  have  been  given  by  the  affem- 
bly  of  this  province  of  their  reverence 
and  refpedt  for  the  laws,  and  of  their 
faithful  attachment  to  the  conllitu- 
tion,  leave  little  room  for  his  Majefty 
to  doubt  of  their  fhewing  a  proper 
refentment  of  fuch  unjullitiable  at- 
tempt to  revive  thofedillr actions  which 
have  operated  fo  fatally  to  the  preju- 
dice of  both  the  colonies  and  the  mo- 
ther-country, and  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  in  cafe  fuch  a  letter  has  been 
addrefied  to  the  Speaker  of  your 
Houfe,  you  will  confirm  the  favour- 
able opinion  his  Majelly  at  prelent 
entertains  of  his  Maryland  fiiDJeds, 
by  taking  no  notice  of  fuch  letter, 
which  will  be  treating  it  with  the 
contempt  it  deferves. 

Horatio   Sharpe. 
2oth  yufje,   1768. 
Copy  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  De- 
legates to  Governor  Sharpey  cccajion- 
ed  by  the  aho've  Meffage, 
To  his  Excellency  Horatio  Sharpe,  Efq  ; 
Governor  and  Comtnander  in  Chief  in 
and  o<ver  the  Province  of  Maryland, 

May  it  pUaJe your  Excellency, 
In  anhver  to  your  Excellency's  mef- 
fage of  the  20th  we  muft  obf^rve, 
that  if  the  letter  from  the  Speaker  of 
the  Hcuie  of  Kcpreieatatives  of  the 
colony  of  IvIaliaOiufctts-Bay,  addref- 
ft:d  to  and  communicated  by  our 
Speaker  to  this  Houfe,  be  the  fame 
with  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  you 
are  pleaied  to  intimate,  hath  been  com- 
municated to  the  King's  miniiiers,  it 
is  very  alarming  to  find  that  at  a  time 
when  the  people  of  America  think 
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themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  late  afts 
of  Parliament  impoling  taxes. on  them 
for  the  fole  and  exprefs  purpofe  of 
railing  a  revenue,  and  in  the  mofl: 
dutiful  manner  are  feeking  redrefs 
from  the  Throne,  any  endeavours  to 
unite  in  laying  before  their  fovereign 
what  is  apprenended  to  be  their  jult 
complaint,    fhould   be   looked   upoa 

*  as  a  meafure  of  moil  c.angcrous  and 

*  fadlious  tendency,  calculated  to  in- 

*  flame  the    minds   of  his   Maj.fty's 

*  good  fubjeds,  in  the   colon.es,  to 

*  promote  an  unwarrantable  combina- 

*  tion,    to   excite   and  encourage  an 

*  open  oppofition  to,    and  denial  of 

*  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
'  to   fubvert    the   true  principles   of 

*  the  conftitution.*  We  cannot  but 
view  this  as  an  attempt  in  fome  of  his 
Majeflys  miniiiers  to  fupprefs  all 
communication  of  fentiments  between 
the  colonies,  and  to  prevent  the  uni- 
ted fupplications  of  America  from 
reaching  the  royal  ear.  We  hope  the 
conduct  of  this  Houfe  will  ever  evince 
their  reverence  ana  refpedl  for  the  laws 
and  faithful  attachment  to  the  conlli- 
tution  3  but  we  cannot  be  brought  to 
refent  an  exertion  of  tiie  moll  un- 
doubted conltitutional  right  of  petiti- 
oning the  throne,  or  any  endeavours 
to  procure  and  preferve  an  union  of 
the  colonies  as  an  unjuHifiable  at- 
tempt to  revive  thofe  diilradions 
which  it  is  faid  have  operated  fo  fa- 
tally to  the  prejudice  of  both  the  co- 
lonies and  the  mother  country.  We 
have  the  warmefl  and  moil  aiFcdio- 
nate  attachment  to  our  moil  gracious 
fovereign,  and  fhall  ever  pay  the  rea- 
dieil  and  moil  refpectful  rec^ard  to  the 
jult  and  conltitutional  power  of  the 
Britilh  Parliament;  but  we  Ihall  not 
be  intimidated  by  a  rew  ibundingex- 
preiTions  from  doing  what  we  think 
is  right,  T\i&  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  colony  of  Maflachuletts- 
Bay  in  their  letter  to  us,  have  inti- 
mated that  they  have  preferred  an 
humble,  dutiful  and  loval  petition  to 
F  f  2  the 


220  P   R    I   O   R      D    O 

the  King,  and  exprefled  their  confi- 
dence that  the  united  and  dutiful  Tup- 
plications  of  his  dillrelFed  American 
/ubjecls  will  meet  with  his  royal  and 
favourable  acceptance ;  and  we  think 
they  have  afTerted  their  rights  with  a 
decent  refped  to  their  fovereign,  and 
a  due  fubmiflion  to  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  What  we  iTiall  do  upon 
this  occafion,  or  whether  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  letter  we  ihall  do  any 
thing,  it  is  not  our  prefent  bufmefs  to 
communicate  to  your  Excellency : 
but  of  this  be  pleafed  to  be  allured, 
that  we  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to' 
take  no  notice  of,  or  to  treat  with  the 
leaft  degree  of  contempt,  a  letter  fo 
exprelTive  of  duty  and  ioyalty  to  the 
fovereign,  and  fo  replete  with  jull 
principles  of  liberty  ;  and  your  Ex- 
cellency may  depend  that  whenever 
we  apprehend  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  affecled,  we  iliall  not  fail 
boldly  to  affert  and  lleadily  endeavour 
to  maintain  and  fupport  them,  al- 
waysremcmbering,  what  we  could  wifh 
never  to  be  forgot,  that  by  the  Bill 
of  Rights  it  is  declared,  *  that  it  is 

*  the  right  of  the   iubjed  to   petition 

*  the  King,  and  all  commi  ments  and 

*  profecutions  for  facii  petidoning  aie 

*  illegal.'      By  order  of  the  Lower 
Houfeof  Affcmbly, 

Robert  Lloyd,  Speaker,  * 
'June  23d,   1768. 

^hefollonvrngii  a  Ccpy  cf  a  Letter  com- 
municated to  the  Hoiijc  of  /ijcmhly  cf 
the  Colony  of  Rhode- Ijtand^  tfi  Haiur- 
dciy  the  jSth  offunt,  by  the  Gover- 
nor of  that  Colony. 

Whitehall,  April  zx,   1768. 
Gentlemen  y 
I  have  his  Majeft)'s  commands  to 
tranfmit  to  you  the  inclufed  copy  oi  a 

*  The  anfwtr  of  Governor  Sharpc  to  this 
addijcfs,  imi'iried  his  dilarpointmcni  in  \\\z 
effect  of  his  mjiTa^e  j  huo  his  having  inlh-uc- 
tions  to  put  ail  end  to  ih.".  fciiiun  (v.  Uct.er  lo 
din'ilvc  or  prorofui;  it,  he  dui  not  lay)  it  the 
Houle  proceeded  lo  any  naaiures  iu  lavour  of 
litcriy. 
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letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Houie 
of  Reprefentatives  of  the  colony  of 
the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  addrelTed  by 
order  of  that  Houfe  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  affembly  of  each  colony  upon  thq 
continent  of  North-America;  as  his 
Majefty  confiders  this  meafure  to  be 
of  a  moll  dangerous  and  fadtious  ten- 
dency, calculated  to  entlame  the 
minds  of  his  good  fubjetls  in  the  co- 
lonies ;  to  promote  an  unwarrantable 
combination,  and  to  excite  and  en- 
courage an  open  oppofition  to  and  de- 
nial of  the  authority  of  Pariiament, 
and  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of 
the  conftitution. — It  is  his  Majelly's 
pieafure  that  you  ihould,  immeciately 
upon  the  receipt  hereof,  exert  your 
utmoft  influence  to  defeat  this  flagiti- 
ous attempt  to  dilluib  the  public 
peace,  by  prevailing  upon  the  anem- 
biy  of  your  province  to  take  no  nOr 
tice  of  it,  which  will  be  treating  it 
with  the  contempt  it  deferves. 

The  repeated  proofs  which  have 
been  given  by  the  aflembly  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  of  their  reverence  and  refpeft 
for  the  laws,  and  of  their  faithful  at- 
tachments to  the  conftitution,  leave 
little  room  in  his  Majeily's  bread:  to 
doubt  of  their  fliev/mg  a  proper  re- 
fentment  of  this  unjuftiii.-ble  attempt 
to  revive  thofe  diilradions  which  have 
operated  lo  fatally  to  the  prejudice  of 
this  king:.om  and  the  colonies :  and 
accord-.ngl)  hib  Majelly  has  the  fullefl; 
cor.iidcnce  in  their  iiftcdion,  and  ex- 
pcds  they  will  give  him  the  Itrongell 
proofs  of  them  on  this  and  every 
other  occafion, 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard. 
Gentlemen,  your  moll  obedient  hunir 
ble  iervant, 

HILLSBOROUGH. 

In  the  Prom'dence  Gazette ,  July  g, 
qjuas  publijhed  tlje  following  Letter  to 
the  Printer  from  Roger  Mo.rtyn,  Efq  ; 
If  the  delign  of  the  Earl  of  Hillibo- 

rough's   letter,  of  the  2 ill  of  Apirl 

lalt. 
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laft,  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Wand, 
was  to  detach  and  divert  them  from 
uniting  with  the  continent,  in  all 
legal  endeavours,  for  a  removal  of 
general  grievances,  he  hath  milled  of 
his  aim.  This  colony  is  bat  the  more 
confirmed  of  the  neceliity  of  a  general 
union,  when  the  opprei'iion  is  com- 
mon. This  I  think  1  may  fay,  after 
having  heard  no  oae,  even  during 
the  Sellion  of  Affembjy  in  which  th^t 
letter  was  read,  exprcis  the  leait  cen- 
fure  of  the  colony  of  the  MaiTachu- 
fetts  Bay,  for  writing  the  circular  let- 
ter complained  of;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  proceeding  is  univerially 
approved  of.  If  it  be  the  privilege 
of  every  fubject  to  cetition  to  the 
King,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of 
a  whole  country  to  unite  in  a  1  appli- 
cation for  rediefs  of  grievances,  Vvhich 
equally  affect  them  all.  This  colony 
have  adopted  the  meafures  recom- 
ynended  to  tiiem  by  tkeir  brethren  of 
the  MaffaJiuietts-Bay,  and  a  com- 
mittee hath  been  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  draft  of  a  petition  on  the  lub- 
jecl  reconimendea,  who  wiii  fuon  re- 
port to  the  Aifembly,  notwithuand- 
ing  the  Earl's  letter ;  and  there  can- 
not be  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  fuch 
petition  will  be  forwarded  as  foon  as 
may  be,  as  at  the  time  v/hen  his  fur- 
prizing  letter  was  received,  the  aflem- 
bly  were  addreiied  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgefies  in  Virginia, 
on  the  fubjed  contained  in  the  cir- 
cular letter  from  Boilon,  wherein  the 
fentiments  of  that  ancient  and  re- 
fpedable  government  appear  to  coin- 
cide with  thofe  of  the  MaflachuiTetts- 
Bay,  to  which  addrefs  the  Houfe  di- 
rected their  Speaker  to  fend  an  an- 
fvver,  and  ngaify  their  full  appro- 
bation of  the  fentiments  therein  con- 
tained, and  to  allure  hin),  that  mea- 
fures limilar  to  thofe  taken  in  that 
dominion  fhould  be  purfued.  And  I 
am  authorized  to  fay,  that  an  anfwer 
from  our  Ht)ufe  of  Commons,  in  this 
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colony,  to  the  letter  from  Bofton, 
would  have  been  fent,  and  made 
public,  had  it  not  been  for  the  inter- 
vention of  fome  fpecial  bufmefs, 
which  engrolTed  the  attention  of  the 
Iloufe  fo  much,  during  their  feffion 
of  only  three  or  four  days  continu- 
ance, that  they  omitted  to  give  any 
particular  uiredion  to  their  Speaker 
m  that  behalf,  many  of  the  Houfe 
fuppofmg  he  would  have  written  an 
aniwer  ex  officio,  as  the  Houfe  had 
entered  into  the  meafures  recom- 
mended. 

Upon  a  re-examination  of  the  cir- 
cular lettef  from  the  MaiTachufetts- 
Bay  (with  all  due  fubmiiiion  to  the 
fagacity  of  his  Lordlhip)  nobody 
amongit  us  can  difcover  any  dange- 
rous or  factious  tendency  therein,  or 
conceive  it  to  be  calculated  to  inflame 
the  minds  of- the  King's  fubjects  in 
the  colonies,  or  to  promote  any  un- 
warrantable combinations;  or  to  fub- 
vert  any  principles  of  the  conilitution  : 
we  rather  think  it  a  meafure  of  the 
highell  expediency— that  the  princi- 
ples therein  held  forth  are  right,  and 
in  which  all  the  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent are  unanimous  in  fentiment. 
A  recefiion  of  one  jot  from  the  prin- 
cipl.s  contained  m  chiit  letter,  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  general  fafety  t 
and  from  the  reception  it  hath  met 
with,  we  hope  that  the  colony  of  the 
Mafiachuietts-Bay  will  have  the  for- 
titude to  endure  all  extremities,  ra- 
ther than  refeind  any  refolutions  that 
gave  birth  to  it. 

One  would  think,  that  a  joint  {lip- 
plication  would  meet  with  a  more 
gracious  reception  than  feparate  and 
diiferent  prayers.  In  public  and  joint 
worfhip  of  the  fupreme  being  a  (pe- 
cial  promife  of  bleiiing  is  annexed. 
Is  it  not  very  ftrange,  then,  that  the 
minifter  fhould  attempt  to  make  us 
believe,  that  the  recommendation 
from  the  principal  government  to  the 
feveral  legiflatures  in  tJiis  remote  part 

of 
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cf  the  world,  to  join  in  befeeching  our 
gracious  fovereign  to  confider  and  re- 
move our  griefs,  is  dangerous  or  fac- 
tious i  He  might  as  well  perfuade  us, 
that  in  a  time  of  peftilence  or  famine, 
an  united  fupplication  to  heaven  to  re- 
move the  calamity  was  an  unwarran- 
table combination. 

Unlefs  the  colonies  are  for  tamely 
yielding  up  every  valuable  privilege, 
the  minifter  ought  to  be  plainly  told,  that 
let  his  fmgle  opinion  be  what  it  may, 
they  fo  far  underfcand  their  own  liber- 
ties, that  they  will  at  all  times,  when 
they  fee  fit,  confer  together,  and  cor- 
refpond  about  their  joint  concern- 
ments, without  afking  his  leave,  and 
that  they  have  a  lawlul  right  fo  to  do. 

If  our  petitions  are  prevented  from 
reaching  the  royal  ear — if  the  moft 
dutiful  fupplications  are  called  un- 
warrantable combinations — and,  in 
kne,  if  legiflation  in  this  country  is 
fufpended,  becaufe  we  decently  de- 
clare our  rights,  and  pray  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  them,  of  what  ufe  are 
agents  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain? 
If  I  might  advife  in  this  matter,  I 
would  propofe  a  general  revocation  of 
their  powers,  and  a  difccntinuance  of 
ajiy  further  commerce  or  bufmefs  with 
the  inhabitants  of  a  country,  who, 
being  only  fellow-fubjecls,  would  ty- 
rannize over  us. 

Colony  of  R!i>  de-li!and,       Roo-er  Marty?:. 
July  5,   17&8. 


A  Memorial  i»   behalf  of  the  Inhahi' 

tants  of  Bofton. 
Shenveth, 

That  they  bear  the  fame  fentiments 
cf  loyalty  and  duty  towards  our  graci- 
ous Kirig;  and  the  fame  reverence 
for  the  great  council  of  the  nation, 
trhe  Britilh  Parliament,  as  ever  ;  and 
therefore  are  not  willing  their  con- 
dmSt  ihould  appear  in  an  odious  light 
to  the  miniftry. — The  principal  oc- 
cafion  of  the  late  tumults  aroie  from 
«li€  haughty  conduct  of  trie  commilli- 
oaers,  and  other  otlicers  appointed  by 
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them. — The  Romney  man  of  war, 
having  moored  before  the  town,  in- 
timidated the  coafting  veflels  bringing 
provifions,  firewood,  Sec.  comp^itted 
many  ad\s  of  violence  and  outrage ; 
and  in  particular,  by  cuiting  away  a 
velfel  from  Mr.  Hancock's  Wharf,  de- 
taining her  feveral  days,  without  any 
legal  procefs  being  filed  againft  her, 
&c.  This  irritated  the  people  ;  whor 
patrolled  the  flreets  in  a  tumultuous 
manner,  broke  feveral  windov/s  to 
the  value  of  about  5 1.  ilerling,  burnt 
a  pleaiure  boat  belonging  to  the  col- 
lector, and  then  dlfperfed  at  about 
1 1  o'clock  at  night.— All  which  will 
more  fully  appear  by  twelve  afiida- 
virs,  of  difterent  perfons,  who  were 
eye  witnefies  of  the  proceedings,  here- 
unto annexed. —  Three  days  after 
this,  the  commifTioners  made  a  volun- 
tary abdication  of  their  office,  and 
went  on  board  the  Romney  man  of 
war.  And  from  all  the  affidavits  ic 
does  appear,  that  the  caufe  of  fuch 
tumult  was  entirely  from  the  impu- 
dent and  Violent  proceedings  of  the 
officers,  particularly  from  the  mailer 
of  the  Romney,  who  frequently  or- 
dered the  marmes  to  fire,  and  abuied 
every  body  who  advifed  a  cooler  con- 

dua, 

The  abo-ve  Memorial  nvas  prefsnted  tet  '■ 
Adminif  ration  'with  the  t^welve  JJi~ 
ciavitSy  (unmediately  upon  hearing 
the  Reports  ^-which  iverefo  prejudicial 
to  the  To'u.m)  by  "tennis  De  Berdt^ 
Efq  ;  Agent  for  the  Affembly, 

SIR,  Bofony  July  13,  1768. 
It  is  very  furpnfing  to  people  ncre, 
that  the  circuiar  letter,  tra.ifmiited 
from  this  government  to  the  other  colo- 
nics, could  be  reprefented  and  consi- 
dered by  the  miniitry  in  ib  Ouicus  a  light 
as  it  appears  it  ha^  been,  by  tlie  late 
leiter  from  the  Earl  cf  Hiluborough. 
It  IS  amazing,  that  a  meafure  fo  in- 
nocent, fo  prudent,  and  that  had  fuch 
a  tendency  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
pecyle,  ILoula  be  fo  miiconftruej. 
Huwev  er. 
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However,  it  feems  the  letter  from 
the  Earl  of  Hilllborough,  rei'peding 
this  affair,  has  had  quite  a  different 
effect  from  what  was  defigned  and  ex- 
peilea:  inileaa  of  preventing  the  co- 
lonies from  uniting  m  their  applica- 
tions to  the  thrpne  for  relief,  it  has 
ferved  to  make  them  more  iolicitous 
than  ever  of  an  union  in  fenciment 
and  mealures.  This  you  will  perceive, 
upon  perufmg  the  incloied  neAS  pa- 
per, where  you  will  find  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Houfe  of  Delegates 
at  Maryland.  The  colony  of  Rhode 
Illand  has  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ception of  the  letter  abovementioned, 
prepared  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefry, 
which  will  foon  be  forwarded.  Many 
of  the  other  colonies  have  alTo  for- 
warded their  petitions  and  reprefen- 
tations.  The  people  through  the 
continent  are  greatly  alarmed,  and 
will  never  be  eafy  till  the  late  ads  are 
repealed,  and  things  return  to  their 
old  courfe.  The  merchants  hnd  they 
cannot  vend  your  manufactures,  the 
country  peopie  are  fo  difguiled,  and 
are  deteinuned  not  to  continue  their 
importations  of  Englifh  goods.  We 
have  now  in  the  harbour  five  or  {ix 
veiTels  of  v;ar,  and  are  threatened 
with  troops,  if  they  Ihould  be  fent 
here  to  enforce  acts  of  Parliament, 
God  only  knows  what  will  be  the 
event.  This  we  are  iure  of,  that  be 
the  numcer  of  the  iroop^  ever  io 
great,  they  cannot  force  us  either  to 
import,  buy,  or  coniume  Englifh 
goods.  The  mercantile  intereit  on 
your  fide  ot  the  water  is,  and  will  be^ 
greatly  aifectcd  by  thefe  mjafures  It 
behoves  ihem  to  bellir  t/.emiwives  up- 
on thio  occahon,  it  they  dengn  to  pre- 
ferve  %hcir  trade,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  men  of  discernment  ana  gooa  judg- 
ment, that  the  people  througii  the 
continent  are  much  more  aiaruied  at 
the  late  acts,  than  they  were  at  the 
llamp  act;  and  it  would  be  vaftiy 
more  diihcuk  to  revonciie  the  people 
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to  them.  God  grant  that  the  union 
between  the  mother  country  and  the 
colonies  may  not  be  interrupted  ;  and 
that  thcfe  at  the  helm  may  be  endow- 
ed with  all  that  wifdom  which  may- 
be needful  to  direi^  at  fuch  a  critical 
day !  I  doubt  not  your  good  wifhe* 
for  America. 

Your  moll  humble  Servant, 

T.  Gushing, 
To  Dennis  De  Berdt,  Efa  ; 


An  Addrefs  read  at  a  numerous  meetint 

of  the  Merchants  in  Philadelphia  oh 

the  z^th  of  April,  1768. 
(Written  by  Mr.  Dickenfon,  author  of 

the  Farmer^ s  Letters.) 
Gentlemen,  Friends^  and  Fellovt  Citi- 

•  xensy 
You  are  called  together  to  give  your 
advice  and  opinion,  what  anfwer  ihall 
be  returned  to  our  brethren  of  Bofloa 
and  New- York,  who  defire  to  know 
whether  we  will  unite  with  them,  in 
flopping  the  importation  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain,  until  certain 
ads  of  Parliament  are  repealed,  which 
are  thought  to  be  injurious  to  our 
rights,  as  freemen  and  Britilh  fub- 
jects. 

Before  you  come  to  any  refolution^ 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  explain  the 
matter  more  fully. 

When  our  forefathers  came  into 
this  country,  they  confidered  them- 
felves  as  freemen,  and  that  their 
coming  and  iettling  thefe  colonies 
did  not  divell  them  of  any  of  the 
rights  inherent  in  freemen ;  that^ 
therefore,  what  they  poffeiTed,  and 
what  they  or  their  polterity  ihould  ac- 
quire, was  and  would  be  fo  much 
their  owr5,  that  no  power  on  earth 
could  lawfiilly,  or  of  right,  deprive 
them  of  it  without  their  confent. 
The  governments,  which  they,  with 
the  confent  of  the  crown,  eilabliihed 
in  the  relpedive  colonies,  they  con- 
fidered as  political  governments, 
''  where  (as  Mr.  Locke  expreffes  it) 

men 
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men  have  property  In  their  own  dif- 
pofal.'*  And  therefore  (according  to 
the  concluiion  drawn  by  the  lame 
author  in  another  place)  **  No  taxes 
ought  or  could  be  raifed  on  their  pro- 
perty without  their  confent  given  by 
themfelves  or  their  deputies,"  or  cho- 
fen  rcprefentatives. 

As  they  were  members  of  one  great 
empire,  united  under  one  head  or 
crown,  they  tacitly  acquiefced  in  the 
Superintending  authority  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  and  ad- 
mitted a  power  in  it,  to  make  regu- 
lations to  preferve  the  connection  of 
the  whole  entire.  Though  under 
colour  of  this,  fundry  regulaiions 
were  made  that  bore  hard  on  the  co- 
lonies;  yet,  with  filial  refpedl  and 
regard  for  Great  Britain  their  mother 
country,  the  colonies  fubmitted  to 
them. 

It  will  be  fufhcient  here  juft  to 
enumerate  fome  of  the  molt  grie- 
vous. 

■  I.  The  law  againft  making  Heel,  or 
ereding  fteel  furnaces,  though  there 
are  not  above  five  or  fix  perfons  in 
England  engaged  in  that  branch  of 
buimefs,  who  are  fo  far  from  being 
able  to  iupply  what  is  wanted,  that 
great  quantities  of  Heel  are  v early  im- 
ported from  Germany. 

2.  Agamil  plating  and  flitting  mills 
and  tilt  hammers ;  though  iron  is  the 
produce  of  our  country,  and  from  our 
manner  of  building,  planting,  and 
living,  we  are  under  a  necdfity  of 
iifing  vaft  quantities  of  nails  and 
plated  iron,  as  hoes,  ftove-pipes, 
plates,  &c.  all  whieii  are  loaded  v.ith 
double  freight,  commifTions,  &c. 

3.  The  reftraint  laid  on  hattjrs, 
and  the  prohibition  of  exporting  hats. 

4.  The  prohibition  of  carrying 
wool  or  any  kind  of  woollen  goods 
manufaftured  here,  from  one  colony 
to  another.  A  iingle  fleece  of  wool 
or  a  dozen  of  home-made  hofe  car- 
ried from  one  colony  to  another  is 
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not  only  forfeited,  but  fubjefts  the 
veffel,  if  conveyed  by  water,  or  the 
waggon  and  horfes,  if  carried  by  land, 
to  a  feizure,  and  the  owner  tpo  a  heavy 
fine. 

5.  Though  the  Spaniards  may  cut 
and  carry  logwood  directly  to  what 
market  tliey  p^eafe,  yet  the  Am.ericans 
cannot  fend  to  any  foreign  market, 
even  what  the  demand  in  England 
cannot  take  ofT,  without  firll  carry- 
ing it  to  lome  Britifh  port,  and  there 
landing  and  re-fhipping  it  at  a  great 
expence  and  lofs  of  time. 

6.  Obliging  us  to  carry  Portugal 
and  Spanilh  wines,  fruit,  &c.  to  Eng- 
land, there  to  unload,  pay  a  heavy 
duty  and  re-fhip  it,  thus  fubjefting 
us  to  a  great  expence,  and  our  vefTels 
to  an  unneceflary  voyage  of  1000 
miles  in  a  dangerous  fea. 

7.  Im.pofing  a  duty  on  Madeira 
wines,  which,  if  re-fhipped  to  Eng- 
land, are  fubjesfted  to  the  paym.ent  of 
the  full  duties  there  without  any  draw- 
back for  what  was  paid  here. 

8.  The  emptying  their  jails  upon 
us,  and  making  the  colonies  a  recept- 
acle for  their  rogues  and  villains ;  an 
inlult  and  indignity  not  to  be  thought 
of,  much  lels  borne  without  indigna- 
tion and  relentment. 

Not  to  mention  the  reftridtions  at- 
tempted in  the  fifheries,  the  duties 
laid  on  foreign  fugar,  molaffes,  &c. 
I  will  juit  mention  the  neceffity  they 
have  laid  us  under  of  fupplying  our- 
felves  wholly  from  Great-Britain  with 
European  and  Eaft-India  goods  at  an 
advance  of  20,  and  as  to  fome  arti- 
cles, even  of  40  per  cent,  higher  than 
wc  might  be  fupplied  with  them  from 
other  places. 

But  as  if  all  thefe  were  not' enough, 
a  party  has  lately  arifen  in  England, 
who,  under  colour  of  fuperintendiug 
authority  of  parliament,  are  labour- 
ing to  erect  a  new  fovereignty  over 
the  colonics,  with  power  inconfiilent. 
with  liberty  or  freedom. 

yh^ 
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The  firfr  exertion  of  this  power  was 
difplayed  in  the  odious  Scamp-A6t. 
-As  the  authors  and  promoters  of  this 
aa  were  fenfible  of  the  oppofition  it 
mufl  neceffarily  meet  with,  from  men, 
who  had  the  lenft  fpark  of  liberty  re- 
maining, (hey  accompanied  it  with  a 
bill  ftill  more  odious,  wherein  they 
attempted  to  empower  ofncers  to  quar- 
ter foldiers  on  private  houfes,  with  a 
view  no  doubt,  to  dragoon  us  into  a 
compliance  with  the  former  act. 

By  the  interpofition  of  the  Ameri- 
can agents,  and  of  the  London  mer- 
chants who  traded  to  the  colonies, 
this  claufe  was  dropt,  but  the  acl  was 
carried,  wherein  the  afTemblies  of  the 
refpe£live  colonies  were  ordered,  at 
the  expence  of  the  feveral  provinces, 
to  furniili  the  troops  with  a  number 
of  articles,  fome  of  them  never  al- 
lowed in  Britain.  Befides,  a  power 
is  therein  granted  to  every  officer, 
upon  obtaining  a  warrant  from  any 
juilice,  (which  warrant  the  Juftice  is 
thereby  empowered  and  ordered  to 
grant,  without  any  previous  oath)  to 
break  into  any  houie  by  day  or  by 
night,  under  pretence  (thefe  are  the 
words  of  the  ad)  of  fearching  for 
deferters. 

By  the  fpirited  cppofition  of  the  co- 
lonies, the  iiril  acl  was  repealed  :  but 
the  latter  continued,  which,  in  its  fpi- 
rit,  differs  noticing  from  the  other. 
For  thereby  the  liberty  of  the  colo- 
nies is  invaded,  and  their  property  dif- 
pofed  of  without  their  confent,  no  lefs 
than  by  the  Stamp-Aft.  It  was  ra- 
ther the  more  dangerous  of  the  two, 
as  the  appearance  of  tiie  conftitution 
was  preferved  v/hile  the  fpirit  of  it 
was  deftroycd,  and  thus  a  tyranny  in- 
troduced under  the  forms  of  liberty. 
The  afFembiies  were  not  at  liberty  to 
refufe  their  affent,  but  were  to  be 
forced  to  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  ad.  Thus,  becaufe  the  aiTembiy 
of  New- York  hefitated  to  comply, 
their  legiilative  powsr  was  ii^imedi- 
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ately  fufpended  by  another  a£l  of  par- 
liament. 

That  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-^(9: 
might  not  invalidate  the  claims  of 
fovereignty  now  fet  up,  an  a6t  was 
paffed,  alTerting  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment to  bind  us  with  their  laws  ia 
every  refpeft  whatever.  And  to  af- 
certain  the  extent  of  this  power,  in 
the  very  next  feffion  they  proceeded 
to  a  diredl  taxation ;  and  in  the  very 
words  in  which  they  difpofe  of  their 
own  property,  they  gave  and  granted 
that  of  tiie  colonills,  impofmg  duties 
on  paper,  glafs.  Sec.  imported  into 
America,  to  be  paid  by  the  colonifts 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue. 

This  revenue,  when  raifed,  they 
ordered  to  be  difpofed  of  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  our  afTemblies  or 
leg! flative  bodies  altogether  ufelefs, 
and  to  make  Governors  and  Jadges, 
who  hold  their  commiffions  during 
pleafure,  and  the  whole  executive 
powers  of  government,  nay,  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  independent  of 
the  people,  as  has  been  fully  explaind 
in  the  Farmer's  Letters. 

Thus  with  a  confiftency  of  condudl 
having  diverted  us  of  property,  they 
are  proceeding  to  erefl  over  us  a  des- 
potic government,  and  to  rule  us  as 
Haves.  For  **  a  defpotical  power, 
fays  Mr.  Locke,  is  over  fuch  as  have 
no  property  at  all."  If,  indeed,  to 
be  fubjeit  in  our  lives  and  property 
to  the  arbitrary  will  of  others,  whom 
we  have  never  chofeh,  nor  ever  en- 
trufled  with  fuch  power,  be  not  fla- 
very,  I  wilh  any  perfon  would  tell  me 
what  flavery  is. 

Such  then  Idng  the  Hate  of  the 
cafe,  you  are  now,  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  deliberate,  not,  whether  you 
will  tamely  fubmit  to  this  fyftem  of 
government. — That  I  am  fure  your 
love  of  freedom  and  regard  for  your- 
felves  and  your  pollerity  will  never 
fuiter  you  to  think  of— But  by  what 
ineans  you  may  defend  your  rights 
G  g  and 
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and  lihertles,  and  obtain  a  repeal  of 
thefe  ads. 

In  England,  when  the  prerogative 
has  been  flrained  too  liigh,  or  the 
people  opprefTed  by  the  executive 
power,  the  Parliament  vi^ho  are  the 
guardians  and  proteclors  of  the  peo- 
ple's liberties,  always  petition  for  re- 
drcfs  of  grievances,  and  enforce  their 
petitions,  by  with- holding  lupplies 
until  they  are  granted. 

Our  alTembly,  I  am  told,  has  ap- 
plied for  relief  from  thefe  afts  of  par- 
liament. But  having  nothing  left  to 
give,  they  could  not  enforce  their 
application,  by  with-holding  any 
thing. 

It  is,  however,  in  onr  power,  in  a 
peaceable  and  conflitutional  way,  to 
add  weight  to  the  rernonfcrance  and 
petition  of  our  repiefsntatives,  by 
jlopping  the  importation  of  goods 
from  Britain,  until  we  obtain  relief 
and  rtdrefs  by  a  repeal  of  thefe  un- 
coniliiutional  afts. 

But  this,  it  may  be  faid,  is  fub- 
jefling  ourfelves  to  prefent  lofs  and 
inconvenience. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  afe,  whether 
any  people  in  any  age  or  country  ever 
defended  and  preferved  their  liberty 
from  the  encroachments  of  power, 
without  fuffering  prefent  inconvenien- 
cies.  The  Roman  people  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  defeated  by  their 
enemies,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  nobles.  And  even  in 
the  midil  of  war,  the  Parliament  of 
England  has  denied  to  grant  fupplies, 
until  their  grievances  were  redreiled  ; 
well  knowing  that  no  prefent  lofs, 
fuffering,  or  inconvenience,  could 
equal  that  of  tyranny  or  the  lofs  of 
public  liberty.  To  cite  an  example, 
which  our  ov/n  country  furnifnes  j 
you  aii  remember  tliat  in  the  height 
of  the  late  terrible  Indian  war,  our 
aflenibly  and  that  of  Maryland  chofe 
rather  to  let  the  country  fuiTer  great  in- 
convenience, than  immediately  grant 
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fupplies   on   terms    injurious    to   the 
public  privilege  and  to  jufdce. 

As  then  we  cannot  enjoy  liberty 
without  property,  both  in  our  lives 
and  eltates  ;  as  we  can  have  no  pro- 
perty in  that  which  another  may  of 
right  take  and  difpofe  of  as  he  pleafes, 
without  our  confent ;  and  as  the  late 
a6ls  of  parliament  affert  this  right  to 
be  in  them,  we  cannot  enjoy  freedom 
until  this  claim  is  given  up,  and  un- 
til afts  made  in  confequence  of  it  be 
repealed.  For  fo  long  as  thefe  a£ls 
continue,  and  the  claim  is  kept  up, 
our  property  is  at  their  difpofal,  and 
our  lives  at  their  mercy. 

To  conclude,  as  liberty  is  the  great 
and  only  fecurity  of  property ;  as  the 
fecurity  of  property  is  the  chief  fpur 
to  indullry,  (it  being  vain  to  acquire 
what  we  have  not  a  profpedt  to  er.joy) 
and  as  the  ftopping  the  importation 
of  goods  is  the  only  probable  means 
of  preferving  to  us  and  our  pollerity 
this  liberty  and  fecurity,  I  hope,  my 
brethren,  there  is  not  a  man  amoug 
us,  who  will  not  cheerfully  join  in 
the  meafure  propofed,  and,  with  our 
brethren  of  Bofcon  and  New- York, 
freiiy  forego  a  prefent  advantage, 
nay,  even  fubmit  to  a  prefent  incon- 
venience for  the  fake  of  liberty,  on 
which  our  happinefs,  lives,  and  pro- 
perties depend.  Let  us  never  forget 
thai  our  flrength  depends  on  our  uni> 
on,  and  our  liberty  on  our  flrength. 
**  Uiiited  '-Joe  conquer y  dhuided  ^we  dis.^^ 


Ths  follc^ving  paper  <ivas  pv.hlijhed  in 
London,  about  the    beginning  of  the 
Year    1768.    By   Dr,    Benjamiw 
Franklin. 
The   I'ja'ves   ne'ver  rife  but  njohen  the 
<v:inas  hlc-vj.  Prov, 

As  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  ill  hu- 
mour in  America,  and  of  the  refolu- 
tions  taken  there  to  purchafe  iefs  of 
our  m.anufailures,  does  not  feem  to 
be  generally  underflood,  it  may  af- 
ford fome  fatJsfacUou  to  our  readerSi 
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if  you  give  them  the  following  fhort 
kiftorical  ftate  of  fads. 

From  the  time  that  the  colonies 
were  firll  confidered  as  capable  of 
granting  aids  to  the  crown,  down  to- 
the  end  of  the  lafi  war,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  conftant  mode  of  obtaining 
thofe  aids  was,  by  req^uifiiion  made 
from  the  crown,"  throuo-h  its  o-over- 
nors  to  the  feveral  alTemblies,  in  cir- 
cular letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  his  Majeily's  name,  fetting 
forth  the  occafion,  requiring  them  to 
take  the  matter  into  conlideration, 
and  expreffing  a  reliance  to  their  pru- 
dence, duty  and  affe-flion  to  his  Ma- 
jeily's government,  that  they  would 
grant  fuch  funis,  or  raife  fucli  num- 
bers of  men,  as  were  fuitable  to 
their  refpeftive  circumftances. 

The  colonies  being  accurtomed  to 
this  method,  have  from  time  to  time 
granted  money  to  the  crown,  or  raif- 
ed  troops  for  its  fervice,  in  proportion 
to  their  abilities ;  and  during  all  the 
lafl  war  beyond  their  abilities,  fo  that 
confiderable  fums  w^ere  return'd  them 
yearly  by  Parliament,  as  they  had 
exceeded  their  proportion. 

Had  this  happy  method  of  requif!- 
tion  been  continued,  (a  method  that 
left  the  King's  fubjecls  in  thofe  re- 
mote countries  the  pleafure  of  fnew- 
ing  their  zeal  and  loyalty,  and  of 
imagining  that  they  recommend  them- 
felves  to  their  fovereign  by  the  libe- 
rality of  their  voluntary  grafics)  there 
is  no  doubt,  biit  all  the  money  that 
could  reafonably  be  expected  to  be 
rais'd  from  them  in  any  manner, 
might  have  been  obtained,  without 
the  leail  heart-burning,  offence,  0? 
breach  of  the  harmony,  of  affec- 
tions and  interefcs,  th-at  fo  long  fub- 
fiiled  between  the  two  countries. 

It  has  been  thought  wifdom  in  a 
government  ex?rcihng  fovereignty  o- 
ver  different  kinds  of  people,  to  have 
fome  regard  to  prevailing  and  ella- 
^liihed  opinions  among  the  people  to 
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be  governed,  wherever  fuch  opinions 
might  in  their  effedls  obllrud  or  pro- 
mote public  meafures.  If  they  tend 
to  obftrudl  public  fervice,  they  are  to 
be  changed,  if  poffible,  before  we 
attempt  to  adt  againft  them  ;  and  they 
can  only  be  changed  by  reafon  and 
perluafion.  But  if  public  bufinefs  caa 
be  carried  on  without  thwarting  thofe 
opinions,  if  they  can  be,  on  the  con- 
trary, made  fubfervient  to  it,  they 
are  not  unneceffarily  to  be  thwarted, 
how  abfurd  foever  fuch  popular  opi- 
nions may  be  in  their  natures, — This 
had  been  the  wifdom  of  our  govern- 
ment with  refpeft  to  raifmg  money 
in  the  colonies.  It  was  well  known, 
that  the  colonifls  univerfally  were  of 
opinion,  that  no  money  could  be  le- 
vied from  Englifh  fubjefts,  but  by 
their  own  confent  given  by  them- 
felves  or  their  chofen  reprefentatives : 
that  therefore  whatever  money  was  to 
be  raifed  from  the  people  in  the  co- 
lonies, mull  firft  be  granted  by  their 
Affemblies,  as  the  money  raifed  in 
Britain  is  lirlt  to  be  granted  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  :  that  this  right 
of  granting  their  own  money,  was  ef- 
fential  to  Englifn  liberty  :  and  that  if 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  in  which, 
they  had  no  reprefentative  of  their 
chufing,  could  tax  them  at  pleafure, 
they  could  not  be  faid  to  have  any 
property,  any  thing  they  could  call 
their  own.  But  as  thefe  opinions  did 
not  hinder  their  granting  money  vo- 
luntarily and  amply  whenever  the 
crown  by  its  fervants  came  into  their 
Affemblies  (as  it  does  into  its  Parlia- 
ments of  Britain  or  Ireland)  and  de- 
manded aids ;  therefore  that  method 
was  chofen  rather  than  the  hateful 
one  of  arbitrary  taxes. 

I  do  not  unaertake  here  to  fupport 
thefe  opinions  of  the  Americans ; 
they  have  been  refuted  by  a  late  act 
of  Parliament,  declaring  its  own  pow- 
er ;— which  very  Parliament,  how- 
ever, Ihevv'd  wifely  fo  much  tender 
G  g  2  Tegard 
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regard  to  thofe  inveterate  prejudices, 
as  to  repeal  a  tax  that  had  militated 
a^ainft  them.  And  thofe  prejudices 
are  ftill  fo  fixed  and  rooted  in  the  A- 
mericans,  that,  it  has  been  fuppofed, 
not  a  fingle  man  among  them  has 
been  convinced  of  his  error,  even  by 
that  aft  of  Parliament. 

The  perfon  then  who  firft  projefted 
to  lay  afide  the  accuftomed  method  of 
requifition,  and  to  raife  money  on 
America  by  llamps,  feems  not  to 
have  afted  wifely,  in  deviating  from 
that  method  (which  the  coioniils  look- 
ed upon  as  confritutional)  and  thwart- 
ing unnecefTarily  the  fixed  prejudices 
of  fo  great  a  number  of  the  King's 
fubjefts.— It  was  not,  however,  for 
want  of  knowledge  that  whac  he  was 
about  to  do  would  give  them  great 
offence  ;  he  appears  to  have  been  ve- 
ry fenfible  of  this,  and  appre hen  five 
that  it  might  occafion  fome  diforders, 
to  prevent  or  fupprefs  which,  he  pro- 
jefted  another  Bill,  that  was  brought 
in  the  fame  feffion  with  the  {lamp  aft, 
whereby  it  was  to  be  made  la.vful  for 
military  officers  in  the  colonies  to 
quarter  their  foldiers  in  private  houfes. 
This  feem'd  intended  to  awe  the  peo- 
ple into  a  compliance  with  the  other 
aft.  Great  oppofition  however  being 
raifed  here  againft  the  bill  by  the  a- 
gents  from  the  colonies,  and  the  mer- 
chants trading  thither,  the  colonifts 
declaring,  that  under  fuch  a  power 
in  the  army,  no  one  could  look  on  his 
houfe  as  his  own,  or  think  he  had  a 
home,  when  foldiers  might  be  thrull 
into  it  and  mJx'd  with  his  family  at 
the  pleafure  of  an  officer,  that  part 
of  the  bill  was  dropt ;— but  there  Hill 
remained  a  claufe,  when  it  paffed  in- 
to a  law,  to  oblige  the  feveral  afie/n- 
blies  to  provide  quarters  for  the  fol- 
diers, furnifhing  them  with  firing, 
bedding,  candles,  fmall  beer  or  rum, 
and  fundry  other  articles,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  feveral  provinces.  And 
this  aft  continued  in  force  when  the 


Stamp  Aft  was  repealed,  though  if 
obligatory  on  the  aitemblies,  it  equally 
militated  againft  the  American  prin- 
ciple abovementioned,  that  money  is 
not  to  he  raifed  on  Englijhfuhje^s  nvitk- 
out  their  confent. 

The  colonies  neverthelefs  being  put 
iato  high  good  humour  by  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Aft^  ciiofe  to  avoid  a 
frelh  difpute  upon  the  other,  it  being 
temporary  aad  foon  to  expire,  never, 
as  they  hoped,  to  revive  again  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  they,  by  various 
ways  in  different  colonies,  provid<jd 
for  the  quartering  of  the  troops, 
either  by  afts  of  their  own  aiTemblies, 
without  taking  notice  of  the  aft  of 
parliament,  or  by  fome  variety  or 
fmall  diminution,  as  of  fait  and  vine- 
gar, in  the  fapplies  required  by  the 
aft,  that  what  they  did  might  appear 
a  voluntary  aft  of  their  own,  and 
not  done  in  obedience  to  an  aft  of 
parliament,  which,  according  to  their 
ideas  of  their  rights,  they  thought 
hard  to  obey. 

It  might  have  been  well  if  the 
matter  had  thus  pafled  without  no- 
tice ;  but  a  Governor  having  written 
home  an  angry  and  aggravating  let- 
ter upon  this  conduft  in  the  afiembly 
of  his  province,  the  outed  Premier 
of  the  Stamp  Aft  and  his  adherents, 
then  in  the  oppofition,  raifed  fuch  a 
clamour  againft  America,  as  being 
in  rebellion,  and  againft  thofe  who 
had  been  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Aft,  as  having  thereby  been  encou- 
ragers  of  this  fuppofed  rebellion,  that 
it  was  thought  neceffary  to  in  force  the 
quartering  aft  by  another  aft  of  par- 
liam^ent,  taking  away  from  the  pro- 
vince of  New-York,  which  had  been 
the  moft  explicit  in  its  refufal,  all  the 
powers  of  legiflation,  till  it  fhould 
have  complied  with  that  aft.  The 
news  of  vv'hich  greatly  alarmed  the 
people  every  Vv^herein  America,  as  (it 
has  been  faid)  the  language  of  fuch 
an  aftfeemed  to  them  to  be.  Obey  im~ 
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plicifly  laivs  made  by  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  to  raife  money  on  you 
without  your  confent,  cr  you  jh all  enjoy 
no  rights  or  privileges  at  all. 

At  the  fame  time  a  perfon  lately 
in  high  office,  projedled  the  levying 
more  money,  from  America,  by  new- 
duties  on  various  articles  of  our  ov/n 
manufadure,  as  glafs,  paper,  painters 
colours,  &c.  appointing  a  new  Board 
of  Cuftoms,  and  fending  over  a  fet  of 
Commifiioners,  with  large  falaries,  to 
be  eftab;ifiied  at  Boilon,  who  were  to 
have  the  care  of  colleding  thcfe  du- 
ties ;  which  were  by  the  aft  exprefsly 
mentioned  to  be  intended  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  falaries  of  Governcrs, 
Judges,  and  other  Officers  of  the 
crown  in  America  ?  it  being  a  pretty 
general  opinion  here,  that  thofe  offi- 
cers ought  not  to  depend  on  the 
people  there  for  any  part  of  their  fujp- 
port. 

It  is  not  my  intention  <o  combat 
this  opinion.  But  perhaps  it  may  be 
fome  fatisfadlion  to  your  readers,  to 
know  what  ideas  the  Americans  have 
on  the  fubjedl.  They  fay  then,  as 
to  Governors,  that  they  are  not  like 
^Princes  whofe  pofterity  have  an  inhe- 
ritance in  the  government  of  a  na- 
tion, and  therefore  an  intereft  in  its 
profperity  ;  they  are  generally  llrang- 
ers  to  the  provinces  they  are  fent  to 
govern,  have  n©  eftate,  natural  con- 
nexion, or  relation  there,  to  give 
them  an  affe;^ion  for  the  country  j  — 
that  they  come  only  to  make  money 
as  faft  as  they  can ;  are  fometimes 
men  of  vicious  charafters  and  broken 
fortunes,  fent  by  a  miniiler  m.erely 
to  get  them  out  of  the  way  :  that  as 
they  intend  Haying  in  the  country  no 
longer  thr.n  their  government  conti- 
nues, and  purpofe  to  leave  no  fa-nily 
"behind  them,  they  are  apt  to  be  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  good  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  care  not  v/hat  is  faid  or 
thought  of  them  after  they  are  gone. 
Tlieir  Pituation  ?A  the  fame  time  gives 
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them  many  opportunities  of  being  vex- 
atious, and  they  are  often  fo  notwith- 
fianding  their  dependance  on  the  af- 
femblies  for  all  that  part  of  their  fup- 
port  that  decs  not  arife  from  fees  ef- 
tablifhed  by  law ;  but  would  proba- 
bly bs  much  more  (Oy  if  they  were  to 
be  fupported  by  money  drawn  from 
tke  people  without  their  confent  or 
good  will,  which  is  the  profeffed  de- 
fign  of  this  new  ad.  That,  if  by 
means  of  thefe  forced  duties,  govern- 
ment is  to  be  fupported  in  America, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  aflem* 
blies,  their  affemblies  will  foon  be 
looked  upon  as  ufelefs,  and  a  gover- 
nor will  not  call  them,  as  having  no- 
thing to  hope  from  their  meeting, 
and  perhaps  fomething  to  fear  from 
their  enquiries  into  and  remonfcrances 
againfthis  mal-adminiilration.  That 
thus  the  people  will  be  deprived  of 
their  moft  effentiai  rights.  That  it 
being,  as  at  prefent,  a  governor's  in- 
tereft to  cultivate  the  good  will,  by 
prom.oting  the  welfare  of  the  people 
he  governs,  can  be  attended  with  no 
prejudice  to  the  mother-country,  fince 
all  the  laws  he  may  be  prevailed  on 
to  give  his  aifent  to  are  fubjeft  to  re- 
vifion  here,  and  if  reported  againft 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  immedi- 
ately repealed  by  the  crown  ;  nor  dare 
he  pafs  any  law  contrary  to  his  in- 
liruftions,  as  he  holds  his  office  dur- 
ing the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  and 
his  fecurities  are  liable  for  the  penal- 
ties of  their  bonds  if  he  contravenes 
thofe  infiruftions.  This  is  what  they 
fay  as  to  Governors.  As  to  Judges 
they  alledge,  that  being  appointed 
from  hence,  and  holding  their  com- 
miffions  not  during  _g-(75^  heha-viour^  as 
in  Britain,  but  during  pleafure^  all 
the  weight  of  intereft  or  influence 
would  be  thrown  into  one  of  the 
fcales,  (which  ought  to  be  held  even) 
if  the  falaries  are  alfo  to  be  paid  out 
of  duties  raifed  upon  the  people  with- 
out their  confentj  and  independent  of 

their 
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their  Ailemblies  approbation  or  dif- 
approbation  of  the  judges  behaviour. 
That  it  is  true,  judges  fhould  be  free 
from  all  influence ;  and  therefore, 
whenever  governpient  here  will  grant 
commiffions  to  able  and  honed  judges 
during  good  behaviour,  the  Affem- 
blies  will  fettle  permanent  and  ample 
lalaries  on  them  during  their  commif- 
fions :  but,  at  prefent,  they  have  no 
other  means  of  getting  rid  of  an  igno- 
rant or  an  unjuft  judge  (and  fome  of 
fcandalous  charafters  have,  they  fay, 
been  fometimes  fent  them)  but  by 
fiarving  him  out. 

I  do  not  fuppofe  thefe  reafonings  of 
theirs  will  appear  here  to  have  much 
weight.  I  do  not  produce  them  with 
an  expedation  of  convincing  your 
Traders.  1  relate  them  merely  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  talk  I  have  impofed  on 
myfelf,  to  be  an  impartial  hillorian 
©f  American  fads  and  opinions. 

The  colonics  being  thus  greatly 
aTarmed,  as  I  faid  before,  by  the  news 
of  the  ad  for  abolilhing  the  legilla- 
ture  of  New- York,  and  the  impontion 
of  thefe  new  duties  profeffcdly  for 
fudi  difagreeable  purpofes  ;  (accom- 
panied by  a  new  fet  of  revenue  officers 
wiih  large  appointments,  which  gave 
ftrong  fufpicions  that  more  bufinefs 
of  the  fame  kind  was  foon  to  be  pro- 
vided for  them,  that  they  might  earn 
thefe  falaries  ;)  began  ferioufly  to  con- 
iider  their  fituation,  and  to  revolve 
afrefh  in  their  minds  grievances  which 
from  their  refpedl  and  love  for  this 
country,  they  had  long  borne  and 
feemed  almoU  willing  to  forget. 
They  refle6led  how  lightly  the  intcr- 
cll:  of  all  America  had  been  ellimated 
here,  when  the  intereft  of  a  few  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain  happened 
to  have  the  fmalleft  competition  with 
it.  That  thus  the  whole  American 
people  were  foi bidden  the  advantage 
of  a  dired  importation  of  wine,  oil, 
and  fruit,  from  Portugal,  but  mu-rt 
Sake  them  loaded  with  ail  the  e:xpen- 
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ces  of  a  voyage  looo  leagues  round 
about,  being  to  be  landed  £rfl  in 
England  to  be  re-fliipped  for  Ame- 
rica ;  expences  amounting,  in  war 
time,  at  leall  30  per  cent,  more  than 
otherwife  they  would  have  been 
charged  with,  and  all  this  merely, 
that  a  few  Portugal  merchants  in 
London  may  gain  a  commiilion  oil 
thofe  goods  paffing  through  their 
hands.  Portugal  merchants,  by  the 
by,  that  can  complain  loudly  of  the 
fmaileft  hardfnips  laid  on  their  trade 
by  foreignersy  and  yet  even  the  lait 
year  could  oppofc  with  all  their  in- 
fluence the  giving  eafe  to  their _/>//fl-Tv 
fubjeds  labouring  under  fo  heavy  an 
oppreffion  ! — That  on  a  flight  com- 
plaint of  a  few  Virginia  merchants, 
nine  colonies  had  been  reivrained  from 
making  paper  money  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  their  internal  com- 
merce, from  the  conllant  remittance 
of  their  gold  and  fiK^r  to  Britain. — 
But  not  only  the  intereft  of  a  particu- 
lar body  of  merchants,  the  intereft  of 
any  frnall  body  of  Britifii  tradelmen 
or  artificers,  has  been  found,  they 
fay,  to  outweigh  that  of  all  the  King's 
fubjeds  in  the  colonies.  There  can- 
not be  a  ftronger  natural  right,  than 
that  of  a  man's  making  the  beft  pro- 
fit he  can  of  the  natural  produce  of 
his  lands,  provided  he  does  not  there- 
by hurt  the  ftate  in  general.  Iron  is 
to  be  found  every  where  in  America, 
and  beaver  furs  are  the  natural  pro- 
duce of  that  country  :  hats  and  nails, 
and  fteel,  are  wanted  there  as  well  as 
here.  It  is  of  no  importance  to  the 
common  welfare  of  the  empire,  whe- 
ther a  fubjed  of  the  King's  gets  his 
living  by  making  hats  on  this  or  that 
fide  of  the  water.  Yet  the  hatters  of 
England  have  prevailed  to  obtain  an 
ad  in  their  own  fayour,  reftraining, 
that  manuFadure  in  America,  in  order 
to  oblige  the  Americans  to  fend  their 
beaver  to  England  to  be  manufadur- 
ed,  and  purchafc  back  the  hats,  load- 
ed 
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cdwith  the  charges  of  a  double  tranf- 
portation.  In  the  fame  manner  have 
a  few  nail-makers,  and  ftill  a  fmall- 
er  body  of  ileei-makers  (perhaps  there 
are  not  half  a  dozen  of  them  in  Eng- 
Jand)  prevailed  totally  to  forbid  by 
an  ad  of  parliament  the  ereding  of 
flitting  mills  or  fteel  furnaces  in  Am.e- 
rica,  that  the  Americans  may  be 
obliged  to  take  all  the  nails  for  their 
buildings,  and  fteel  for  their  tools, 
from  thefe  artificers,  under  the  fame 
difadvantages. 

Added  to  thefe,  the  Americans  re- 
membered the  acl  authorizing  the 
moll  cruel  infult  that  perhaps  was  ever 
offered  by  one  people  to  another,  that 
of  emptying  our  gaols  into  their  fet- 
tlements  ;  Scotland  too  having  within 
thefe  two  years  obtained  the  privilege 
it  had  not  before,  offending  its  rogues 
and  villains  alfo  to  the  plantations. 
I  fay,  rerleding  on  thefe  things,  they 
faid  to  one  another  (their  nev.'s  papers 
are  full  of  fuch  difcourfes)  thefe  peo- 
ple are  not  content  with  m.aking  a 
monopoly  of  us,  forbidding  us  to 
trade  with  another  country  of  Europe, 
and  compelling  us  to  buy  every  thing 
of  them,  though  in  many  articles  we 
could  furnifti  ourfelves  lo,  20,  and 
even  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  elfe- 
where  ;  but  now  they  have  as  good  as 
declared  they  have  a  right  to  tax  us 
ad  libitum  internally  and  externally, 
and  that  our  conilitutions  and  liber- 
ties faall  cXi  be  taken  away,  if  we  do 
not  fubmit  to  that  claim.  They  are 
not  content  with  the  high  prices  at 
which  they  they  fell  us  their  goods, 
but  have  now  begun  to  enhance  thofe 
prices  by  new  duties ;  and  by  the  ex- 
penfive  apparatus  of  a  new  fet  of  of- 
ficers, appear  to  intend  an  augmen- 
tation and  multiplication  of  thofe  bur- 
thens that  ihall  be  frill  more  grievous 
to  us.  Our  people  have  been  foolifh- 
ly  fond  of  their  fuperfluous  modes 
and  manufadures,  to  the  impoverifh- 
kg  our  country,  carrying  off  all  our 
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cafh,  and  loading  us  with  debt ;  they 
will  not  fuffer  us  to  rellrain  the  luxu- 
ry of  our  inhabitants  as  they  do  that 
of  their  own,  by  laws :  they  can 
make  laws  to  difcourage  or  prohibit 
the  importation  of  French  fuperflui- 
ties :  but  though  thofe  of  England  are 
as  ruinous  to  us  as  the  French  ones 
are  to  them,  if  we  make  a  law  of  that 
kind,  they  im.mediately  repeal  it. 
Thus  they  get  all  our  money  from  us 
by  trade,  and  every  profit  we  can  any 
where  make  by  our  fifheries,  our  pro- 
duce or  our  commerce,  centers  final- 
ly with  them  ;  but  this  does  not  figni- 
^y.  It  is  time  then  to  take  care  of 
ourfelves  by  the  beft  means  in  our 
power.  Let  us  unite  in  folemn  reib- 
lutions  and  engagements  with  and  to 
each  other,  that  we  will  give  thefe 
new  officers  as  little  trouble  as  poffi- 
ble,  by  not  confuming  the  Britifli 
manufadures  on  which  they  are  to 
levy  the  duties.  Let  us  agree  to  con* 
{'\im^  no  more  of  their  expenfive  gew- 
gaws. Let  us  live  frugally,  and  let 
us  indufirioully  manufacture  what  we 
can  for  ourfelves  :  thus  we  ihall  be 
able  honourably  to  difcharge  the  debts 
we  already  owe  them,  and  after  that, 
we  may  be  able  to  keep  fome  money 
in  our  country,  not  only  for  the  ufes 
of  our  internal  commerce,  but  for  the 
fervice  of  our  gracious  Sovereign, 
whenever  he  fhall  have  occafion  for  it, 
and  think  proper  to  require  it  of  us  in 
the  oM  conRitut'.onal  manner.  For 
notwichftanding  the  reproaches  thrown 
oat  againfl  us  in  their  public  papers 
and  pamphlets,  notwithllanding  we 
have  been  reviled  in  their  fenate  as 
rebels  and  traitors,  we  are  truly  a 
loyal  people.  Scotland  has  had  its 
rebellions,  and  England  its  plots  a- 
gainil  the  prefent  Royal  Family;  but 
America  is  untainted  with  thofe  crimes; 
there  is  in  it  fcarce  a  man,  there  is 
not  a  fmgle  native  of  our  country, 
who  is  not  firmly  attached  to  his  King 
by  principle  and  by  affection.     But  a 

new 
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new  kind  of  loyalty  feems  to  be  re- 
quired of  us,  a  loyalty  to  Parliament; 
a  loyalty,  that  is  to  extend,  it  is  faid, 
to  a  furrender  of  all  our  properties, 
whenever  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
which  there  is  not  a  fmgle  member  of 
our  chufmg,  fhall  think  fit  to  grant 
them  away  without  our  confcnt ;  and 
to  a  patient  fufFering  the  lofs  of  our 
privileges  as  Englilhmen,  if  Vv^e  can- 
not fubmit  to  make  l^jch  furrender. 
V/e  were  feparated  too  far  from  Bri- 
tain by  the  ocean,  but  we  were  united 
to  it  by  refpedl  and  love,  fo  that  we 
could  at  any  time  freely  have  fpent 
our  lives  and  little  fortunes  in  its 
caufe :  but  this  unhappy  new  fyftem 
of  politics  tends  to  diifolve  thofe 
bands  of  union,  and  to  fever  us  for 
ever.  ^ 

Thefe  are  the  wild  ravings  of  the 
at  prefent  half  diilraaed  Americans. 
To  be  fure,  no  reafonable  man  in 
England  can  approve  of  fuch  fenti- 
xnents,  and,  as  I  faid  before,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  fupport  or  juitify  them : 
but  I  fmcerely  wifh,  for  the  fake  of 
the  manufadures  and  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  and  for  the  fake  of 
the  ftrength  which  a  firm  union  with 
our  growing  colonies  would  give  us, 
that  thefe  people  had  never  been 
thus  needleisly  driven  out  of  their 
fenfes.  F-  S. 


^he  Report  of  the  Lords  Committees ^  ap- 
pohited  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  en- 
quire into  the  fe'ueral  proceedings  in 
the  Colo?iy  of  Mafjdchifetts-Bay,   in 
cppofition  to  the   Son;ereignfy  of  his 
Majefyt  in  his  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,    0H)er  that    Pro-vince',   and 
iilfo  nvhat  hath  paffed  in  this  Houfe 
relatiw  thereto,  frc??t  the  fvji  day  cf 
January,  1764. 
Die    Mcrcurii,    20    Apriiis,    1764. 
The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  re- 
ported from  the  Lords  Committees  ap- 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the   ievcral 
proceedings  in  the  Colony  of  Mafia- 
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chufetts-Bay,  in  oppofition  to  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  his  Majefty,  in  his  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  over  that 
Province,  and  alfo  what  hath  pafied 
in  this  Houfe  relative  thereto,  from 
the  firft  day  of  January,  1764,  as 
follows  : 

That,  in  obedience  to  your  Lord- 
fhips  commands,  the  committee  have 
met,  and  taken  into  confideration  the 
matters  to  them  referred  ;  and  having 
attentively  read,  and  confidered,  the 
feveral  papers  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  colony  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay,  in  oppofition  to  the  Sove- 
reignty of  his  Majefty,  in  his  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  over  that  pro- 
vince; and  having  alfo  carefully  in- 
fpe£led  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe, 
from  the  firft  day  of  January,  1764, 
to  the  prefent  time ;  they  find,  that, 
on  the  fecond  day  of  April,  1764,  a 
bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons to  your  Lordihips,  intitled, 
^  An  a£t  for  granting  certain  duties 
'  in  the  Britifli  colonies  and  planta- 

*  tions  in  America,  for  contmuing, 
'  and  amending,  and  making  perpe- 
'  tual,  an  aft  pafied  in  the  fixth  year 

*  of  the   reign   cf  his   late   Majefty 

*  KingGeotge  the  Second,  (intituled, 
'  an  act  for  the  better  fecuring  and 
'  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majef- 

*  ty's  fugar  colonies  in  America  ;  for 

*  applying  the  produce  of  fuch  du- 

*  lies,  and  of  the  duties  to  arife  by 

*  virtue  of  the  faid  ad,   towards  de- 

*  frayijig  the  expences  of  defending, 

*  protefting,   and  fecuring,  the  faid 

*  colonies  and  plantations ;  for  ex- 
'  plair.ing  an  aft  mrde  in  the  twen- 

*  ty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
'  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  an 
'  aft  for  the  encourai^;ement  of  the 

*  Greenland  and  Eallland  trades,  and 

*  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Planta- 

*  lion   trade  ;)  and  for  altering  and 

*  difallowing  feveral   draw-backs   on 

*  exports  from  tliis   kingdom,    and 

'  more 
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*  more  eiteilually  preventing  the  clan- 

*  delaine  conveyance  of  goods  to  and 
'  from  the  faid  colonies  and  planta- 

*  tions,  and  improving  and  fecuring 
'  the    trade   between    the   fame    and 

*  Great  Britain.' 

That  this  Biil  paiTcd.  the  Houfe 
on  the  fourth  of  April,  and  received 
the  royal  aifent  en  the  following 
day. 

The  committee  having  perufed  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  I'rade,  of  the 
eleventh  day  of  December,  1764, 
and  the  papers  laid  before  his  Jvlajeily 
therewith  ;  find,  in  the  faid  papers, 
the  ftrongell  afTertions,  by  the  affem- 
bly  of  ^he  Maifachufetts-Bay,  of 
their  fole  right  to  pafs  lav/s,  particu- 
larly of  taxation,  and  of  their  refo- 
lution  to  invite  the  other  colonies  to 
combine  with  them  in  meafures  to 
prevent  the  King,  in  his  Parliament, 
from  pafTmg  any  fuch  laws ;  for  in- 
llance,  in  ^  letter  to  Mr.  Mauduit, 
then  agent  of  the  province,  v/hich 
was  drawn  up  by  a  committee  cf  the 
Houfe  of  Repreientatives,  and  after- 
wards approved  by  the  Houfe,  they 
ufe  the  following  exprcflions :   '  The 

*  filence  of  the  province  fhould  have 

*  been  imputed  to  any  caufe,  even  to 

*  defpair,    rather    than    be  conlirued 

*  into  a  tacit  ceffion  of  their  rights, 

*  or  an  acknowledgement  of  a  right 

*  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

*  to  impofe  duties  and  taxes  upon  a 

*  people  who  are  not  reprefented  in 

*  the  Houfe  of  Com-mons.*  And,  in 
the  fame  letter,  they  avowed  and  au- 
thenticated the  dcftrines  advanced  in 
a  certain  pamphlet,  intituled.  The 
Rights  of  the  Britilh  Colonies  afferted 
and  proved,  written  by  James  Otis, 
Efq  ;  which  pamphlet,  amongfl  other 
things,  fays,  *  That  the  impcfition 
of  taxes,  whether  on  trade,  or  on 
land,  on  houfes  or  fhips,  on  real  or 
perfonal,  fixed  or  floating,  property, 
in  the  colonies,  is  abfoluteiy  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
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nills,  as  Britifn  fubjecls,  and  as 
men.' 

The  committee  find,  that  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  February  1765,3 
Bill  w?s  brought  from  the  Commons, 
intituled,   '  An  ad  for  granting  and 

*  applying  ftamp   duties,   and   other 

*  duties,  in  the  Britilh  colonies  and 
'  plantations  in  America,  towards 
'  further   defraying   the  expences  of 

*  defending,  protetling,  and  fecuring 
'  the  fame;  and  for  amending  fuch 

*  parts  of  the  feveral  acts  of  Parlia- 

*  ment  relating  to  the  trade  and  re- 
'  venues  of  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 

*  tations,  as  direft  the  manner  of  de- 

*  termining  and  recovering  the  pe- 

*  nalties  and  forfeitures  therein  men- 

*  ticned.' 

That  the  faid  Bill  received  the 
royal  affent  on  the  22d  of  the  fame 
month. 

That,  on  the  17th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, his  Majeily  declared,  in  his  moll 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
that  the  matters  of  importance  which 
had  lately  occured  in  fome  of  his  co- 
lonies in  America  were  the  principal 
caufe  of  his  Majefly's  affembling  his 
Parliament  fooner  than  was  ufual  in 
times  of  peace. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  from 
the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Pvcprefen- 
tatives  of  the  colony  of  MalTachufetts- 
Bay,  of  the  6th  of  June  1765,  that 
they  came  to  a  refolution,  that  it  was 
highly  expedient  there  fhould  be  a 
meeting  as  foon  as  might  be  of  com- 
mittees from  the  Houfes  of  Repre- 
fentatives,  or  Burgeffes,  in  the  feve- 
ral colonies  on  the  American  conti- 
nent, to  confult  on  their  then  pre- 
fent  circuiDuances,  and  the  difficul- 
ties to  which  they  were  reduced  by 
the  operation  of  the  late  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  levying  duties  on  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  to  confider  of  a  general 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty  and  the  Par- 
liament, to  implore  relief :  and  that 
letters  ihould  be  forthwith  prepared 
H  h  and 
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and  tranfmitted  to  the  refpefdve 
Speakers  of  the  feveral  afTemblies,  to 
invite  them  to  accede  to  tliis  propo- 
fition;  and  further,  that,  on  the  8th 
of  June,  they  did  aduully  eled  thfee 
peribns  to  be  their  committees,  and 
alfo  voted  450/.  to  bear  their  ex- 
pences. 

Your  committee  find,  in  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  to  the  Lords  Corn- 
miffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
dated  Auguft  15th,  1765,  an  account 
of  a  violent  riot  at  Boilon,  in  refilt- 
ance  to  a  law  palled  by  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  an 
attack  was  made  upon  Mr.  Oliver, 
diftributor  of  ftamps,  and  carried  to 
the  length  of  pulling  down  and  de- 
flroying  his  houfes,  manifeilmg  a  re- 
folution,  if  they  could  have  found 
him,  of  putting  him  to  death.  Upon 
which  occafion  the  backwardnefs  and 
indifpofiticn  of  the  council,  to  fup- 
port  the  peace  and  good  order  of  go- 
vernment, were  very  apparent.  Alfo, 
in  another  letter  from  the  Governor, 
dated  Auguft  31ft,  1765'  ^o  the  faid 
Board  of  Trade,  they  find  that  the 
mob  attacked  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Storey, 
Regifter  of  the  Admiralty,  which 
they  demoliihed ;  they  alfo  took  all 
his  books  and  papers,  amonglt  which 
were  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  burnt  them,  and  fearch- 
ed  about  for  him,  with  an  intent  to 
murder  him  ;  they  alfo  pillaged  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Hollo  well,  com.ptroller 
of  the  cuftoms,  but  their  moll  violent 
proceeding  was  againft  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  whofe  houfe,  plate,  books, 
and  manufcripts,  to  a  very  great  va- 
lue, they  totally  deilroyed.  And,  in 
this  great  extremity,  the  council  be- 
ing, as  the  governor  obfcrvcs,  depen- 
dent upon  the  people,  refufed  even 
to  concur  with  him  in  his  propofition 
of  giving  notice  to  General  Gage  of 
the  then  fituation  of  the  town  of 
Bofton. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  commo- 
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tion  entirely  arofe  out  of  the  town 
of  Bofton  ;  for  though  it  was  given 
out,  that  many  people  out  of  the 
country  were  concerned  in  this  affair, 
upon  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  fuch 
perfons  living  out  of  Bofton,  as  were 
feen  in  the  crowd,  were  there  merely 
as  fpeftators. 

In  Governor  Bernard's  letter  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  Odiober  the  twelfth, 

1765,  he  fays  *  That  the  real  autho- 

*  rity  of  the  government  is  at  an  end ; 

*  fome  of  the  principal  ringleaders,  in 
'  the  late  riots,  walk  the  Itreets  with 

*  impunity ;  no  officers  dare  attack 
'  them,  no  Attorney  General  profe- 
'  cute   them,    no  witnefs  appear  a- 

*  gainft  them,  and  no  judges  fit  upon 
'  them.' 

And  during  this  general  diforder, 
the  Governor  thought  it  necelTary  for 
fome  companies  of  the  militia  to  be 
muftered,  with  the  unanimous  advice 
of  the  council,  but  that  the  militia 
refufed  to  obey  his  orders. 

And  we  find,  that  fo  little  atten- 
tion, was  paid  to  an  nft  of  the  Britifh 
legiilature,  by  the  Council  and  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  that  they  refolved 
in  a  joint  committee,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  Oftober  1765,  that  it  fhould 
and  might  be  lawful  to  do  bufinefs 
without  ftamps,  notwithftanding  the 
aft  of  Parliament  to  the  contrary. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  January, 

1766,  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Par- 
liament, after  the  recei's  of  Chrift- 
mas,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  de- 
clare himfelf  in  a  moll  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  the  following 
terms : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*  When  I  met  you  1  aft,  I  acquainted 
'  you,  that  matters  of  importance  had 

*  happened  in  America,  which  would 

*  demand  the  moft  ferious  attention 

*  of  Parliament, 

'  That  no  information  which  could 

*  ferve  to  aired  your  deliberations  in 

*  fo  interefting  a  concern  might  be 

*  wanting. 
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*  wanting,  I  have  ordered  all  the  pa- 

*  pers  that  give  any  light  into  the  ori- 
'  gin,  the  progrefs,  or  the  tendency, 

*  of  the  dillurbances,  which   have  of 
'  late  prevailed  in  fome  of  the  nor- 

*  thern  colonies,  to  be  immediately 
'  laid  before  you. 

*  No  time  has  been  loll,  on  the  firft 
'  advice  of  thefe  difturbances,  to  ifTue 

*  orders  to  the  governors  of  my  pro- 

*  vinces,  and  to  the  commanders  of 

*  my  forces,  in  America,  for  the  ex- 

*  ertion  of  all  the  powers  of  govern  - 

*  ment,  in  the  fuppreffion  of  riots  and 

*  tumults,  and  in  the  effectual   fup- 

*  port  of  lawful  authority. 

*  Whatever  remains  to  be  done  on 

*  this  occafion,  I  commit  to  your  wif- 
'  dom  ;  not  doubting  but  your  zeal  for 

*  the  honour  of  my  crown,  youratten- 

*  tion  to  the  juft  rights  and  authority 

*  of  the  Britiih  legiilature,  and  your 

*  aifedlion  and  concern  for  the  welfare 

*  and  profperity  of  all  my   people, 

*  will  guide  you  to  fuch  found  and 

*  prudent  refolutions,  as  may  tend  at 

*  once  to  preferve  thofe  conlritutional 

*  rights  over  the  colonies,  and-toreilore 
'  to  them  that  harmony  and  tranqui- 

*  lity  which  have  lately  been  inter- 

*  rupted  by  riots  and  diforders  of  the 

*  the  moft  dangerous  nature.* 

In  the  dutiful  addrefs  which  was 
voted  the  fame  day,  the  Houfe  allure 
his  Majefty  of  their  hearty  concur- 
rence with  his  Majeily's  moft  falutary 
intentions;  that  they  would  exert 
their  utmoil:  endeavours  to  afTert  and 
fupport  his  Majefty's  dignity  and  ho- 
nour, and  the  legillative  authority  of 
this  kingdom,  over  its  colonies  ;  and 
that  they  would  take  into  their  con- 
lideration  the  moft  proper  methods  to 
provide  for  thereftoration  of  the  tran- 
quillity of  thofe  colonies,  which  had 
been  difturbed  by  fuch  violent  and 
dangerous  commotions. 

Upon  the  fime  day,  all  the  papers 
relating  to  the  informations  and  ad- 
vices received  from  America,  of  the 
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riots  and  tumults  there,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

More  papers  relating  to  America 
were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  which, 
together  with  the  other  papers,  were 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  for  Tuefday  the  28th. 

More  papers  were  laid  before  the 
Houfe  the  27  th  of  January,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  committee. 

The  committee  met,  and,  after  fe- 
veral  adjournments,  on  the  10th  of 
February  following,  the  Chairman 
reported  feveral  refolutions,  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  as 
follows  : 

I.  Refolved,  That  the  King's  Ma- 
jefty, by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Com.mons  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  Parliament  alTembled,  had, 
hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have, 
full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws  and  ftatutes,  of  fufhcient  force 
and  validity  to  bind  the  '^olonies  and 
people  of  America,  fubjefts  of  the 
crown  of  Great-Britain,'  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever. 

II.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  committee,  that  tumults  and  in- 
furredions,  of  the  moft  dangerous 
nature,  have  been  raifed  and  carried 
on  in  feveral  of  the  North  American 
colonies,  in  open  defiance  of  the  power 
and  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment, and  in  manifeft  violation  of  the 
laws  and  legiflative  authority  of  this 
kingdom. 

III.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  committee,  that  the  faid  tumults 
and  infurredtions  have  been  encour- 
aged and  enflamed,  by  iundry  votes 
and  refolutions,  paffed  in  feveral  of 
the  aflemblies  of  the  faid  provinces, 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's government,  and  deftrudlive  of 
the  legal  and  conftitutional  dependen- 
cy of  the  faid  colonies  on  the  im- 
perial crown  and  parliameftt  of  Great 
Britain. 

HIi2  JV, 
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IV.  Refclved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  pre  Tented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
defire  that  his  Majelly  ,wou]d  be  gra- 
ciously pleafed  to  give  inftrudions  to 
the  governors  of  the  feveral  provinces, 
where  the  above-mentioned  tumults 
and  infurredions  have  happened.  That 
they  Ihould,  in  his  Majeity's  name  re- 
quire of  the  affemblies  of  the  faid  pro- 
vinces, to  make  proper  recompence  to 
thofe  who  have  fufrered  in  their  perfons 
or  properties,  in  confequence  of  the 
aforefaid  tumults  and  infurredllons  ; 
and  to  afiure  his  Majefty,  That  this 
Houfe  will,  upon  this,  and  all  oc- 
cafions,  fupport  the  lawful  authority 
of  his  crown,  and  the  rights  of  Par- 
liament. 

V.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  That  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjects  refiding  in  the  faid  co- 
lonies, who  have  manifefted  their  de- 
fire  to  compjy  with,  or  to  aflift  in, 
carrying  into  execution  the  ad  for 
laying  a  duty  on  Stamps,  or  any  other 
ad  of  parliament  in  the  Britilh  colo- 
nies, in  North  Am.erica,  have  acted 
as  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  and  are 
therefore  indtled  to,  and  will  affured- 
ly  have,  the  favour  and  protedion  of 
this  H'^ufe. 

Ordered,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  iVIajefty,  purfuant 
to  the  fourth  refolution. 

On  the  5  th  of  March,  a  bill  was 
brought  from  the  Commons,  intitu- 
led, *  An  ad  for  the  better  fecuring 

*  the  dependency  of  his  Majeily's  do- 

*  minions  in  America  upon  the  crown 

*  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain.' 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  affent 
on  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month. 
And  alfo  a  bill,  intituled,  •  An  ad 

*  to  repeal  an  ad,  made  in  the  lall 

*  fciTion  of  parliament,  intituled.  An 

*  ad  for  granting  and  applying  cer- 

*  tain  ftamp  duties  and  other  duties 

*  in  the  Britifh  colonies  and  planta- 

*  tions  in  America,   towards  further 
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'  defraying  the  expences,  of  defend- 

*  ing,   proteding,   and   fecuring    the 

*  fame  ;  and  for  amending  fuch  parts 

*  of  the  feveral  ads  of  parliament,  re- 

*  lating  to  the  trade  and  revenues  of 
'  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations,  as 

*  dired   the   manner  of  determining 

*  and  recovering  the  penalties  and  for- 
'  feitures  therein  mentioned.' 

Which  bill  received  tlie  royal  aflent- 
on  the  18th  of  March. 

Whilft  the  bill  for  repealing  the 
Stamp,  Ad  was  under  deliberation, 
petitions  from  the  merchants  of  the- 
city  of  Brillol,  from  the  merchants  of 
Glafgow,  from  Edv/ard  Montague, 
agent  for  the  colony  of  V^irginia,  and 
from  the  merchants  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  favoiir  of  the  faid  repeal,' 
were  received  and  read. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  a  bill  was 
brought  from  the  Commons,  intituled, 
'  An    ad   for   indemnifying  perfons 

*  who  have  incurred  certain  penalties 
'  inflided  by  an  ad  of  the  lail  feffion 
'  of  parliament,  for  granting  certain- 

*  ftamp  duties  in  the  BritiHi  colonies 
'and  plantations  in  America; 'and 
'  for  making  valid  all  inftruments  ex- 

*  ecuted  or  inroiled  there  on  unilamp- 

*  ed  paper,  vellum,  or  parchment.'   - 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  aflent? 
the  6th  of  the  fame  month. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Gover- 
nor Bernard  to  the  Earl  ofShelburne, 
dated  December  the  24th,  1766,  that 
the  Governor,  by  advice  of  the  coun- 
cil, ordered  the  mutiny  ad  and  three 
other  ads,  to  be  printed  by  the  printer 
of  the  laws.  In  the  interval  of  the 
adjournment  of  aifembly,  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  beirjg  driven  on 
lliore  by  diftrcfs  of  weather,  and  -the 
faid  ad  of  parliament  having  been 
confulted,  the  council  advifcd  the  go- 
vernor to  order  the  commillary  to 
fupply  them  with  wh-dt  they  demand-, 
ed  under  the  ad ;  which  was  done. 
Upon  the  meeting  of  the  affembly.  a 
meifage  was  fent  to  the  council,  and 

carried 
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earned  by  five  members,  to  enquire, 

*  By  what  authority  ads  of  parliament 

*  were  regillercd  amongfi:  the  laws  of 

*  that  province ;    and  whether   they 

*  knew  of  any  act  (meaning  of  afiem- 

*  bly)  requiring  the  regiftering  of  or- 
'  dinances^  (their  term  lor  acls  of  par- 

*  liament,)    which    their    iegiflature 

*  never  con  fen  ted  to.' 

The  committee  find.  That,  on  the 
1 2th  of  March,  1767,  the  Lord  Wy- 
combe, by  his  Majeity's  command, 
laid  before  the  Hcufe  copies  of  let- 
ters, &c.  from  his  Majeily's  governors 
in  America,  v/hich  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

That,  on  the  third  of  April,  more 
copies  of  letters  '  from  his  Majelly's 
governors  in  America  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Tliat,  on  the  1 4th  of  May,  it  was 
ordered,  that  an  humble  addrefs 
fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefiy, 
That  he  would 'be  graciouily  pleafed 
to  give  directions  that  there  might  be 
laid  before  this  Koufe  copies  of  all 
reports  made  to  or  by  the  commiilion- 
ers  of  trade  and  plantations,  together 
with  all  orders  and  proceedings  made, 
or  had,  by  the  fecretaries  oi  Itate,  or 
his  Majeity's  privy  council,  relating 
to  the  bill  paffed  by  the  governor, 
council,  and  affembly  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  for  granting  compen- 
fation  to  the  fufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  pardon,  indemnity,  and  ob- 
livion, to  the  offenders,  in  the  late 
times,  from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of 
the  faid  bill. 

That,  on  the  i8th  cay  of  May, 
purfup.nt  to  the  faid  audrefs,  the 
Lord  Wycombe  laid  before  the  Houfe 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
jnittee  of  council,  &c.  which  papers 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabkx 

That,  on  the  fame  day,  it  v/as  or- 
dered,' that  an  humble  addrefs  fiiouid 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  he 
would  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  give 


diretSlions  that  there  might  be  laid 
before  this  Houfe  copies  of  fuch  pre- 
cedents as  had  been,  or  might  be 
found,  of  orders  in  council,  declaring 
a(Sls  of  affembly  in  America  to  be 
null,  illegal  or  void  ;  together  wtth 
reports  of  the  fever al  attorn ies  and 
folicitors  general,  or  either  of  them^ 
in  fimilar  cafes,  read  at  the  council 
board  the  9th  inftant. 

That,  on  the  22d  of  May,  the 
Lord  Wycombe,  by  his  Majefly's 
comm.and,  laid  before  the  Houfe,  co- 
pies of  fuch  precedents  as  had  been 
found  of  orders  in  council,  declaring 
ails  of  afTemblies  in  America  to  be 
null,  illegal,  and  void;  together  with 
reports  of  the  feveral  attornies  and  fo- 
licitors general,  or  either  of  tliem,  in 
iimilar  cafes. 

Which  papers  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table ;  and,  from  a  perufal  of 
them,  we  find,  that  feve;al  ads  of 
different  colonies  have  been,  from 
time  to  time,  declared^  by  his  Ma- 
jeily  in  council,  to  be  null,  illegal, 
and  void. 

That,  on  the  15  th  of  June,  a  bill 
was  brought  up  from  the  Commons, 
intituled,  '  An  ad  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jelly  to  put  the  c^iiloms  and  other 
duties,  in  the  Britilh  dominions  in 
America,  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  trade  there,  under 
the  management  of  comm.iiTioners  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  10 
be  refident  in  the  faid  dominions.' 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  affent 
on  the  zpthof  the  fame  month. 

That,  on  the  iSth  of  June,  a  bill 
was  brought  up  from  the  commons, 
intituled,  *'  An  acl  for  granting  cer- 
tain duties  in  the  Britiih  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America  ;  for  allouing 
a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cuilorns 
upon  the  exportation,  from  tiiis  king- 
dom, of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the 
produce  of  the  faid  colonies,  or  plan- 
tations ;  for  difcontinuing  the  draw- 
backs payable  on  china  earthen  ware 

exported 
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exported  to  America ;  and  for  more     refped  for 
effe^lually  preventing  the  clandeftine 
running  of  goods  in  the  faid  colonies 
and  plantations." 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  affent 
on  the  29th  of  June. 

The  committee  find,  That,  on  the 
meeting  of  the  afienibly  of  the  pro- 
vince of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  on  the 
28th  of  January  1767,  a  meflage  was 
fent  to  the  governor,  from  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  defiring  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  any  provifion  had 
been  made,  at  the  expence  of  that 
government,  for  the  King's  troops, 
lately  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Bof- 
ton ;  and  that,  after  having  had  the 
minutes  of  council  (by  which  it  ex- 
prefsly  appeared  that  the  provifion  for 
the  artillery  companies  at  the  caftle 
was  made  in  purfuance  of  the  then 
late  atl  of  parliament)  laid  before 
them,  they  replied,  that  "  In  giving 
orders,  with  the  advice  of  the  council, 
for  making  provifion  for  the  artillery 
companies  at  the  caille,  the  governor 
^ad  af5led  in  an  elTcntial  point  againfi: 
the  plain  intention  of  the  charter,  by 
which  alone,  and  that  only,  according 
to  fuch  a6ls  as  are  or  may  be  in  force, 
within  this  province,  the  gcrvernor  and 
council  were  authorifed  to  ifTue  money 
out  of  the  treafury  :"  adding,  "  that  it 
was  fall  more  grievous  to  them  to  find 
the  governor  ftating,  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  proceeding,  a  late  a£l  of 
parliament,  which  to  them  appeared 
as  great  a  grievance  as  the  llamp  a61:, 
which  tookTavvay  the  unalienable  right 
of  freedom  from  all  taxation,  but  fuch 
as  they  ihould  voluntarily  conffent  to, 
and  grant." 

Governor  Bernard  was  obliged,  in 
his  rejoinder,  14th  and  18th  Febru- 
ary 1767,  carefully  to  avoid  giving 
the  ad  of  parliament  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  provifion  made  ;  he  would 
othcrwife  not  have  had  the  concur- 
rence of  the  council ;  for  tho'  the 
greater  part,  he  believed,  had  a  due 
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ads  of  parliament. 


not 
one  of  them  would  have  dared  to 
avow  it,  in  that  inftance,  and  at  that 
time. 

The  committee  find.  That,  on  the 
fecond  of  March,  1768,  a  bill  was 
brought  up  from  the  commons,  inti- 
tuled, ''  An  a6l  for  the  more  eafy 
and  effeftual  recovery  of  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  inflided  by  the  ads  of 
parliament  relating  to  trade,  or  re- 
venues, of  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America." 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  afi!ent 
on  the  8th  of  the  fame  month. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that 
by  a  circular  letter  from  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  of  the  colony  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  addrelTed  to  all  the 
afl'emblies  upon  the  continent  of  North 
America,  *'  They  defired  the  afiTent 
of  thofc  afTemblies  to  their  fentiments 
and  proceedings,  acquainting  them 
that  they  had  reprefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  ads  of  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  impofing  duties  upon 
that  province,  with  the  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue, 
are  infringements  of  their  natural 
conftitutional  rights,  and  defired  them 
to  point  out  any  thing  further  that 
might  be  necefiary  to  carry  their  (yf- 
tern  into  execution." 

In  this  year,  the  afi'embly,  at  the 
eledion  of  the  council,  left  out  all  the 
crown  officers,  which  meafure  had 
been  before  adopted  in  the  years  1 766, 
and  1767. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  1768, 
fubfcrlptions  were  made,  and  afibci- 
ations  entered  into,  for  the  non-im- 
portation of  goods  from  Great  Bii- 
tain  ;  but  this  lail:  meafure  was,  at 
that  time,  defeated  by  the  merchants 
in  the  other  colonies  refufing  to  con- 
cur in  it. 

On  the  9th  day  of  May,  1768,  re- 
gular feizure  was  made  by  the  col- 
ledor  and  comptroller  of  the  culloms 
of  the  Hoop  Liberty,    helon^ing  to 

'Mr. 
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Mr.  HIncbck  of  the  town  of  Boflon, 
which  occaiioned  a  moll  violent  tu- 
mult;   the   colleftor   and   comptrol- 
ler,   with  the  fon  of  the  collector, 
were   attached   by  a   numerous   and 
outrageous  mob,  who  beat  and  abu- 
fed  them  in   a  moft  cruel  manner; 
and  in  the  night  attacked  their  houfe^ 
broke  the  windows,  feized  on  a  boat 
belonging    to   the    coUeclor,    which 
they  carried  away  in   triumph,  and 
afterwards  burnt :  the  commiffioners 
of  the   cuftoms   expeding  the  fame 
treatment,  the  riot  ftill  continuing, 
thought  it  prudent  to  retreat  for  lale- 
ty  till  midnight,   with  their  families, 
to  the  houfes  of  fome  perfons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  afrerwards,  upon 
conviftion   that   their  lives   were   in 
danger,    took  refuge    on    board   his 
Majefty's  fhip  the  Rom.ney,   then  in 
the  harbour  of  Boilon  ;  and,  for  their 
further    fecurity,     from    thence   into 
Cafile  William.     During  the  time  of 
this  their  perilous  fituation,  they  ap- 
plied feveral  times  by  letter  to  the 
governor  and  council,  for  protection, 
but  could  procure  no  affiftance  what- 
foever,  and  were  finally   told,   in  a 
letter  from  Governor  Bernard,  dated 
the  13th  of  June,  That,  after  fe\eral 
hours  deliberation  of  the  neceflity  of 
taking  fome  meafures  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  town,   and   what   thofe 
meafures  Ihould  be,   the  council  had 
come  to  a  refolution,  That,  as  there 
appeared  to  be  no  immediate  danger 
of  further  violences,    they   were    of 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  beft  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  confideration  of  a 
committee  of  both  Houfes,   and  that 
therefore    the    governor    at    prefent 
could  not  let  them  know  what  kind 
of  aid  and  protedlion  they  might  ex- 
pert to  receive.     The  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  they  received  no  pro- 
tedlion  whatfoever.    The  dilbrder  and 
confufion  remained  in  this  ftate  un- 
noticed till  the  2  2d  of  July,  when  the 
governor  moved  the  council  to  take 
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into  conlideration  fome  meafures  for 
rei'loring  vigour  and  firmnefs  to  go- 
vernment, but,  on  the  29th  of  July> 
the  council  made  a  reply  to  what  had 
been  propofed  to  them  by  the  gover- 
nor, in  which  they  ftate,  "  That  the 
diforders,  which  happened,  were  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  violent  and  unprece- 
dented manner,  in  which  the  fioop  Li- 
berty had  been  feized  by  the  officers 
of  the  culioms." 

In  confequence  of  this  dlforderly 
ftate  at  Boiion,  two  regiments  having 
been  fent  thither  from  Halifax,  in 
order  to  fuppoi  t  the  execution  of  the 
civil  povver,  and  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  town,  ftrid  orders  were  given 
and  repeated  to  the  troops  not  to 
quarrel  with  the  townfmen,  by  whom, 
they  complained,  they  had  been  fre- 
quently ill-treated,  and  infulted. 

On  Monday  the  5  th  of  March  1768, 
at  nine  at  night,  the  alarm  bells  were 
rung  as  in  cafes  of  fire,  the  fire  faid 
to  bd  in  King-ftreet,  and  the  people 
thereby  led  thither  ;  where  finding  the 
alarm  falfe,  they  joined  a  multitude, 
who  had  been  braving  two  companies 
at  the  gates  of  their  barrack,  and 
threatened  v/ith  death  the  centinel, 
who  was  pofted  at  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
v/here  the  King's  treafure  was  lodged  ; 
the  centinel,  being  furrounded,  was 
forced  to  retreat,  and  call  for  aid, 
which  brought  Captain  Prefcon,  cap- 
tain of  the  day,  with  a  party,  from 
the  main  guard,  to  extricate  him  : 
that  officer  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  nrfchief,  notwithilanding 
which,  the  rioters  by  blows,  and  every 
aft  of  aggravation,  drew  upon  them- 
feives  the  fire  of  feveral  of  the  foldiers, 
by  which  fome  perfons  were  unfortu- 
nately killed ;  and,  upon  the  gover- 
nor's offering  to  obtain  the  command- 
ing officer's  confent  to  remove  one  of 
the  regiments  to  the  caft'e,  and  to 
ftation  the  other,  fo  as  no  opportunity 
of  difputes  with  the  townfmen  ftiould 
remain ;  the  council  infifted,  that  both 
regiments 
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regiments  fliould  go,  giving  for  a  rea- 
fon,  that  the  people  would  moft  cer- 
tainly drive  out  the  troops,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  would 
join  with  Bollon  in  it ;  and  feveral 
of  them  declared,  that  they  did  not 
judge  from  the  general  temper  of  the 
people  only,  but  they  knew  it  to  be 
the  determination,  not  of  a  mob,  bilt 
of  the  generality  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
both  regiments  were  accordingly  re- 
moved. 

In  the  petition  prefented  to  the  go- 
vernor by  feveral  people  of  ccnfidera- 
tion,  in  purfuance  of  the  refolution  of 
a  town  meeting  held  at  that  time, 
they  difavow  the  legiflative  authority 
of  this  country,  and  affert  that  it 
would  be  better  for  them  to  ftruggle 
againft  it,  than  tamely  to  relinouifh 
their  rights. 

And  the  afiembly  abfolutely  re- 
fufed,  by  a  great  majority,  to  refcind 
their  former  order  offending  circular 
letters  to  the  other  colonies,  though 
they  had  received  a  pofitive  requi- 
fition  from  the  crown  to  that  pur- 
pofe. 

An  affociation  was  entered  into 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  when  moft 
of  the  merchants  of  Bcfton  entered 
into,  and  fubfcribed  an  agreement, 
that  they  would  not  fend  for,  or  im- 
port, any  kind  of  goods  or  merchan- 
dife,  from  Great  Britain,  fome  few 
articles  of  necelhty  excepted,  from 
the  firll  of  January  1769,  to  the 
firft  of  January  1770  ;  and  that  they 
would  not  import  any  tea,  paper, 
glafs,  or  painters  colours,  until  the 
ad  impofmg  duties  on  thofe  articles 
ihould  be  repealed. 

It  was  alio  voted,  in  a  tov.n  meet- 
ing of  the  freeholders  and  other  in- 
habitants of  Bofton,  Sept^^mber  12, 
that  the  levying  money  within  that 
province,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
the  crown,  in  other  manner  than  ihe 
fame  is  granted  by  the  great  and  ge- 
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neral  court  of  affembly  of  the  pro*- 
vince,  was  in  violation  of  the  faid 
royal  charter,  and  the  fime  was  alfo 
in  violation  of  the  undoubted  natural 
rights  of  fubjecls,  declared  in  the 
aforefaid  ad:  of  Parliament,  (mean- 
ing the  ad  of  fucceffion)  freely  to 
give  and  grant  their  own  money  for 
the  fervice  of  the  crown,  with  their 
own  confent,  in  perfon,  or  by  re- 
prefentatives  of  their  own  free  elec- 
tion. 

They  alfo  voted,  that  as  the  Go- 
vernor did  not  think  proper  to  call  a 
general  court,  for  the  redrefs  of  their 
(fuppofed)  grievances,  the  town  iliould 
then  make  choice  of  afuitable  num- 
ber of  perfons  to  ad  for  them,  as  a 
committee  in  convention,  with  fuch 
as  might  be  fent  to  join  them  from 
the  feveral  towns  in  that  province, 
in  order  that  fuch  meafures  might  be 
confaited  and  advifed,  as  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fervice,  and  the  peace  and 
fafety  of  his  fubjeds  in  the  province, 
might  require. 

They  alfo  voted,  that  there  was, 
at  that  time,  a  prevailing  apprehen- 
fion  in  the  minds  of  many  ot  an  ap- 
proaching war  with  France,  in  order 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
might  be  prepared  in  cafe  of  fudden 
danger,  that  thofe  of  the  faid  inha- 
bitants who  might,  at  that  time,  be 
unprovided,  fliould  be,  and  thereby 
were,  requefled  duly  to  obferve  at 
that  time  the  law  of  the  province, 
whereby  it  is  required,  that  every 
lifted  foldier,  and  other  houfeholder, 
(except  troopers,  who  by  law  are 
other\vife  to  be  provided)  Ihall  be  al- 
ways provided  with  a  weil-fi.\ed  lire- 
lock,  mufket,  accoutrement,  and  am- 
munition, as  in  the  faid  law  i-  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  commiHicn  officers  of  the 
company. 

They  alfo  voted,  that  a  letter 
fliould  be  written  to  the  feveral  towns 
in  the  province,  as  follows. 

Ce/Jtkmettm 
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'  Gentlemen,  ' 

^  You  are  already  too  well  acquaint-  * 

^edwith  the  melancholy,  and  very  * 

■  alarming    circumftances,    to    which  * 

■  this  province,  as  well  as  America  * 
in  general,  is  now  reduced;  taxes,  ' 
equally  detrimental  to  the  commer-  ' 
cial  interell  of  the  parent  country  * 
and  her  colonies,  are  impofed  on  ' 
the  people  without  their  confent;  * 
taxes,  defigned  for  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  government  in  the  colonies,  ' 
in  a  manner  clearly  unconilitutional,  * 
and  contrary  to  that,  in  which,  'till  ' 
of  late,  government  has  been  fup-  ' 
ported  by  the  free  gift  of  the  people  * 
in  the  American  AiTemhlies  or  Par-  * 
liaments,  as  alfo  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  large  Handing  army,  not  * 
for  the  defence  of  the  newly  acquir-  ' 
ed  territories,  but  for  the  old  colo-  * 
nies,  and  in  time  of  pence.  The  * 
decent,  humble,  and  truly  loyal  ap-  ' 
plications  and  petitions  from  the  * 
reprefentatives  of  this  province,  for  « 
the  redrefs  of  theie  heavy  and  very  * 
threatening  grievances,  have  hi-  < 
therto  been  ineffeftual ;  being  alTur- 
ed,  from  authentic  intelligence,  that  ' 
they  have  not  yet  reached  the  royal  * 
ear  ;  the  only  efFeft  of  tranfmitting  < 
applications,  hitherto  perceivable,  ' 
has  been  a  mandate,  from  one  of  ' 
his  Majelly's  Secretaries  of  State  to  « 
the  governor  of  this  province,  to  * 
difTolve  the  general  afiembly,  mere-  * 
ly  becaufe  the  late  Houfe  of  Repre-  * 
fentatives  refufed  to  refcind  a  refolu-  ' 
tion  of  a  former  Houfe,  which  im-  * 
plied  nothing  more  than  a  right  in  * 
the  American  fubjedls  to  unite  in  ' 
humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to  their 
gracious  Sovereign,  when  they  found  * 
themfelves  aggrieved :  this  is  a  ' 
right  naturally  inherent  in  every  * 
man,  and  exprefsly  recognized  at  * 
the  glorious  revolution  as  the  birth-  * 
right  of  an  Englilhman.  * 

'  This  difiblution^  you  are  fenfible,  * 

has  taken  place;  the  goveraor  has.  * 

1 
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publicly  and  repaatedly  declared 
that  he  cannot  call  another  affem- 
bly  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  American  department,  in  one 
of  his  letters  communicated  to  the 
Houfe,  has  been  pleaftd  to  fay, 
'  that  proper  care  will  be  taken  for 

*  the  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  go- 

*  vernment;"  the  meaning  of  which 
is  too  plain  to  be  mifuaderllood. 

*  The  concern  and  perplexity  into 
which  thefe  things  have  thrown  the 
people  have  been  greatly  aggravated 
by  a  late  declaration  of  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Bernard,  that  one 
or  more  regiments  may  be  expeded 
in  this  province. 

'  The  defign  of  thefe  troops  is,  in 
every  one's  apprehenfion,  nothing 
fhort  of  enforcing,  by  military 
power,  the  execution  of  adls  of  Par- 
liament, in  the  forming  of  which 
the  colonies  have  not,  and  can  not 
have,  any  conftitutional  influence. 
This  is  one  of  the  greateft  diftrefTes 
to  which  a  free  people  can  be  re- 
duced. 

*  The  town,  which  we  have  the 
honour  to  ferve,  have  taken  thefe 
things,  at  their  late  meeting,  into 
their  moll  ferious  confideration ; 
and,  as  there  is  in  the  minds  of  ma- 
ny a  prevailing  apprehenlion  of  ar?'. 
approaching  war  with  France,  they 
have  pafTed  the  feveral  votes  which 
we  tranfmit  to  you,  defiring  that 
they  may  be  immediately  laid  before 
the  town,  whofe  prudentials  are  in 
your  care,  at  a  legal  meeting,  for 
their  candid  and  particular  atten- 
tion. 

*  Deprived  of  the  councils  of  a  ge- 
neral aflembly  in  this  dark  and  dif- 
ficult feafon,  the  loyal  people  of  this 
province  will,  we  are  perfuaded, 
immediately  perceive  the  propriety 
and  utility  of  the  propofed  com- 
mittee of  convention,  and  the  found 
and  wholefome  advice  that  may  be 
expsded  from  a  number  of  gentle- 
it  *  iritn. 


342  PRIOR 

*  men,  chofen  by  themfelves,  and  in 
'  whom  they  may  repofe  the  greateft 

*  confidence,    mull    tend  to  the  real 

*  fervice  of  our  moft  gracious  Sove- 

*  reign,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 
'  jedls  in  this  province,  and  may  hap- 

*  pily  prevent  any  fudden  and  uncon- 
'  netted   meafures,    which,    in    their 

*  prefent  anxiety,  and  even  agony  of 

*  mind,  they  may  be  In  danger  of  fal- 
'  ling  into. 

*  And  it  is  of  importance  that  the 

*  convention  fhould  meet  as  foon  as 

*  may    be ;    fo   early   a   day   as    the 

*  twenty- fecond  of  this  inllant  Sep- 

*  tember,  has  been  propofed  for  that 

*  purpofe ; — and  it  is  hoped  the  re- 
'  moteft  towns  will,  by  that  time,  or 
'  as  foon  after  as  conveniently  may 

*  be,    return    their    refpesftive    com- 

*  mittees. 

'  Not  doubting  but  you  are  equally 

*  concerned  with  us  and  our  fellow 
*'  citizens,  for  the  prefervation  of  our 

*  invaluable  rights,  and  for  the  gene- 

*  ral  happinels  of  our  country,  and 

*  that  you  are  difpofed,  v/ith  equal 
'  ardour,  to  exert  yourfelves,  in  every 
'  confiitutional  way,  for  fo  glorious  a 

*  purpofe/ 

The  committee  obferve,  that  it 
doe3  not  appear  to  them  that  any 
fteps  were  taken  to  fup^j-refs  thefe 
meafures,  or  that  they  were  noticed 
of,  by  the  council,  or  any  of  the 
civil  magirlrates. 

The  committee  think  ir  necefTary 
here  to  infert  the  following  extracts. 

The  firll  excra6l  is  from  his  Ma- 
jeily's  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne,  on  the  eightn  day  or  Ncvcm- 
ber,   1768. 

**  At  theclofecf  the  lafl Parliament, 
I  cxprefled  my  iatisfaftion  at  the  ap- 
pearances which  then  induced  me 
tj  believe,  that  fuch  of  my  fuhjefls 
as  had  been  milled  in  fome  parts  of 
my  dominions,  were  returning  to  a 
juft  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  but  it  is  with 
equal  concern,  that  i  have  fmce  fcen 
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that  fplrit  of  faction,  which  I  had 
hoped  was  well-nigh  extinguilhed, 
breaking  out  afrefli  in  fome  of  my  co- 
lonies in  North  America,  and  in  one 
of  them  proceeding  even  to  a£ls  of 
violence,  and  of  refiftance  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law  ;  the  capital  town 
of  which  colony  appears,  by  late  ad- 
vices, to  be  in  a  llate  of  difobedience 
to  all  law  and  government,  and  has 
proceeded  to  meafures  fubverfive  of 
the  conftituticn,  and  attended  with 
circumilances  that  manifeft  a  difpoii- 
tion  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on 
Great  Britain.  On  my  part,  I  have 
purfued  every  meafure  that  appeared 
to  be  neceffary  for  fupporting  the 
conflitution,  and  inducing  a  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  the  legifla- 
ture  J  you  may  rely  upon  my  fteady 
perfeverance  in  thefe  purpofes,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  that,  with  your  con- 
currence and  fupporr,  I  fhall  be  able 
to  defeat  the  mifchievous  dellgns  of 
thofe  turbulent  and  feditious  perfons, 
v,ho,  under  falfe  pretences,  have  but 
tco  fuccefofully  deluded  numbers  of 
my  fubjedls  in  America,  and  whofe 
practices,  if  fuffered  to  prevail,  can- 
not fail  to  produce  the  moll:  fatal  con- 
fcquenccs  to  rny  colonies  immediately, 
and,  in  the  end,  'to  all  the  dominions 
of  my  crown." 

The  feccnd  extract  is  from  your 
LordlTiip's  dutiful  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  on  his  laid  molt  gracious  Speech^ 
*'  We  feci  the  molt  fincere  con- 
cern, that  any  of  our  fellow  fubjeds 
in  North  America  Ihould  be  milled 
by  fai'tious  and  defigning  men,  into 
ads  of  violence,  and  of  refinance  to 
the  execution  of  the  law;  attended 
v/ith  circumitances  that  manifeft  a 
dil'pofuion  to  throw  off  their  depen- 
dence upon  Great  Britain.  At  the 
fame  time,  that  we  ihall  be  always 
ready  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of 
any  real  grievance  of  your  M;.jefty's 
American  fubjeds,  we  moft  unfeign- 
edly  gave  your  Mujefty  the  Itrongell 
affurances. 
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lilTurances,  that  we  ihall  ever  zealoufly 
concur  in  fupport  of  fuch  juft  and  ne- 
cefTary  meafures,  as  may  bell  enable 
your  Majeily  to  reprefs  that  daring 
fpirit  of  difobedience,  and  to  enforce 
a  due  fubmiUlon  to  the  laws ;  always 
confidering,  that  it  is  one  of  our  inoft 
effential  duties  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  fjpreme  authority  of  the  legiila- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  ever  every  part 
of  the  dominions  of  your  Majeily's 
crown." 

The  third  extraft  i:  from  his  Ma- 
jeily's mpft  gracious  anfwer  to  your 
Lordlliip's  addrefs. 

"  Your  zealous  concurrence  in  every 
meafure,  that  can  bring  relief  to  my 
people,  is  well  knov/n  to  me  ;  nor  do 
1  doubt  of  the  attention  that  you  will 
alv/ays  give  to  any  real  grievances  of 
my  American  fubjedts.  The  ftrong 
afTurances  I  receive  from  you,  at  the 
fame  time  of  your  determination  to 
vindicate  the  juft  legiflative  authority 
of  Parliament,  over  all  the  dominions 
of  my  crown,  deferve  my  warmeft 
approbation." 

The  committee  find,  that,  on  the 
fifteenth  or  November,  the  Lord 
Harwich  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
he  had  received  his  Majeily's  com- 
piands  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  papers 
relating  to  the  late  difturbances  in 
America  ;  and  that  the  fame  would 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe  in  a  few 
days. 

That  accordingly,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  November,  the  Lord  Har- 
wich laid  before  the  Houfe,  copies  of 
all  letters,  &c.  relating  to  the  late 
proceedings  of  the  colony  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  together  with  a  liil 
thereof,  which  was  read  by  the  clerk. 

That  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
the  Houfe  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions  : 

I.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflem- 
bled,  that  the  votes,  refolutions,  and 
proceedings,  of  the  Houfe  »f  Repre- 
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fentativcs  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  in 
the  month  of  January  and  February 
lail,  refpeding  feveral  late  adls  of 
Parliament,  fo  far  as  the  faid  votes, 
refolutions,  and  proceedings,  do  im- 
port a  denial  of,  or  to  draw  into  quef- 
tion,  the  power  and  authority  of  his 
Maiefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
ccnfent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parlia- 
ment aflem.bled,  to  make  laws  and 
fiatutes  of  fufhcient  force  and  validity, 
to  bind  the  colonies  and  people  of 
America,  fubjeds  to  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
ever,  are  illegal,  unconllitutional, 
and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, 

n.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament 
afTembled,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
faid  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  in 
January  lafl,  to  write  letters  to  the 
feveral  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Britifh  colonies  in  the  continent, 
defiring  them  to  join  with  the  faid 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Mallachufetts-Eay,  in  peti- 
tions, which  do  deny  or  draw  into 
quellion  the  right  of  Parliament  to 
impofe  duties  and  taxes  upon  his  Ma- 
jeily's fubjefts  in  America ;  and,  in 
purfuance  of  the  faid  refolution,  the 
writing  fuch  letters,  in  which  certain 
late  adts  of  Parliament,  impofmg  du- 
ties and  taxes,  are  fcated  to  be  in- 
fringements of  the  rights  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's fubjeds  of  the  faid  province, 
are  proceedings  of  a  mofl  unwar- 
rantable and  dangerous  nature,  cal- 
culated to  inflame  the  minds  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjecls  in  the  other  colo- 
nies, tending  to  create  unlawful  com- 
binations repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fubverfive  of  the 
cpnftitution. 

IIL  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Tempor^il,  in  Parliament  aC- 
1  i  2  fembieda 
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fembled,  that  it  appears,  that  the 
town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  has,  for  fome  time 
ypafl,  been  in  a  ftate  of  great  diforder 
and  confufion  ;  and  that  the  peace  of 
the  faid  town  has,  at  feveral  times, 
been  difturbed  by  riots  and  tumults  of 
a  dangerous  nature,  in  which  the 
officers  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  there 
have  been  obftrufted  by  ads  of  vio- 
lence, in  the  execution  of  the  lav/s, 
and  their  lives  endangered. 

ly.  Reiolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  it  appears,  that  neither 
the  council  of  the  faid  province  of 
MalTachufetts-Bay,  nor  the  ordinary 
civil  Magiftrates,  did  exert  their  au- 
thority for  fupprefiing  the  faid  riots 
and  tumults. 

V.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Teipporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that,  in  thefe  circumftances 
of  the  province  of  the  Maflachufetts- 
Bay,  and  of  the  town  of  Bo(k)n,  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  be- 
came imprafticable,  without  the  aid 
of  a  military  force  to  fupport  and 
proteft  the  civil  Magiftratet,  and  the 
officers  of  his  Majefty's  revenue. 

VL  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  the  declarations,  ref- 
lations, and  proceedings,  in  the  town 
meeting  at  Boilon,  on  the  fourteenth 
of  June,  and  twelfth  of  September, 
were  illegal  and  unconftitutional,  and 
calculated  to  excite  fedition  and  in- 
furreftions  in  his  Majeiiy's  province 
of  Maffachufettc-Bay. 

VII.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fcmbled,  that  the  appointment  at  the 
town  meeting,  on  the  twelfth  of  Sep- 
tember, of  a  convention  to  be  held 
in  the  town  of  Bollon,  on  the  twen- 
ty-fecond  of  that  month,  to  confill  of 
deputies  from  the  fevera]  towns  and 
diiiricts  in  the  province  of  the  MalTa- 
chufctts  Bay,  and  the  iifuing  a  pre- 


cept, by  the  fele^men  of  the  town  of 
Bofton,  to  each  of  the  faid  towns  and 
diftrids,  for  the  eleftion  of  fuch  de- 
puties, were  proceedings  fubverfive 
of  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
evidently  manifefting  a  defign,  in  the 
inhabitantsof  the  faid  town  of  Bofton, 
to  fet  up  a  new  and  unconftitutional 
authority,  independent  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain. 

VIII.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  the  eleftions,  by  feve- 
ral towns  and  diftricls  in  the  province 
of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  of  deputies  to 
fit  in  the  fame  convention,  and  the 
meeting  of  fuch  convention  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  were  daring  infults 
offered  to  his  Majefty's  authority, 
Rud  audacious  ufurpations  of  the 
powers  of  government. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  an  hum- 
ble addrefs  be  prefented  ;o  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  thanks 
for  the  communication  which  he  has 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  make  to 
his  Parliament,  of  feveral  papers  re- 
lative to  public  tranfa6tions  in  his 
Majefty's  province  of  MafTachufetts- 
Bay. 

To  exprefs  our  fin  cere  fatisfaftion 
in  the  meafures  which  his  Majelty 
has  purfucd  for  fupporting  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  inducing  a  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  the  legif- 
lature. 

To  give  his  Majefty  the  ftrongeft 
afTurances,  that  we  will  eftecTtually 
ftand  by  and  fupport  his  Majefty  in 
fuch  further  meafures,  as  may  be 
found  necefiary  to  maintain  the  civil 
Magiftrates,  in  a  due  execution  oi' 
the  laws,  within  his  Majeftv  's  pro- 
vince of  Maftachufetts-Bay. 

And  as  we  conceive,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  immediately  nccelTary, 
either  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
Majefty's  authority  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince, or  for  the  guarding  hi.s  Ma 
jeftv's  fubjcds  therein  from  bein^ 
lurtiier  dciudcd  by  the  .uts  of  wicked 

rind 
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and  defigning  men,  than  to  proceed, 
in  the  moit  fpeedy  and  eiFedual  man- 
ner, for  bringing  to  condign  punifh- 
ment  the  chief  authors  and  inftigators 
of  the  late  diforders,  to  befeech  his 
Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  direft  his  Majefty's  gover- 
nor of  Mallachufetts-Bay,  to  take 
the  moft  eifeftual  methods  for  pro- 
curing the  fulleft  information  that 
can  be  obtained  touching  all  treafons, 
or  mifprifion  of  treafon,  committed 
within  his  government  fmce  the  thir- 
tieth of  December  laft,  and  to  tranf- 
mit  the  fame,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  pcrfons  who  were  moft 
aftive  in  the  commifiion  of  fuch  of- 
fences, to  one  of  his  Majefty's  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  m  order 
that  his  Majefty  may  iffue  a  fpecial 
commiflion  for  enquiring  of,  hearing 
and  determining  the  laid  offences, 
within  this  realm,  purfuant  to  the 
provifions  of  the  ftatute  of  the  thirty- 
hfth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth,  if  his  Majefty 
ihail,  upon  receiving  the  faid  infor- 
mation, fee  fufiicicnt  ground  for  fuch 
a  proceeding. 

And  a  meftage  was  fent  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  carry  down 
the  faid  refolutions  and  addrefs,  and 
define  their  concurrence  thereto. 

On  the  twentieth  of  January, 
1769,  the  Lord  Harwich,  (by  his 
Majefty's  command)  laid  before  the 
Houfe  more  copies  of  letters  relating 
to  America,  which  were  ordered  to 
]ie  on  the  table. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  the  refo- 
lutions and  addrefs,  fent  to  the  Com- 
inons  on  the  15  th  of  December  laft, 
for  their  concurrence,  were  r^^turned, 
^agreed  to,  with  fome  amendments, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and 
notice  thereof  fent  to  the  Commons  ; 
and  the  faid  addrefs  was  ordered  to 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  by  both 
Houfes. 

On  the  1 4th  of  February,  the  Lord 
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Chancellor  reported  his  Majefty's 
anfwer  to  the  faid  addrefs,  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  Lords,   and  Gentlemen y 

"  The  fmcere  fatisfadion  you  ex- 
prefs  in  the  meafures  which  I  have  al- 
ready taken,  and  the  ftrong  affurances 
you  give  of  fupporting  me  in  thofe 
which  may  he  neceffary  to  maintain 
the  juft  legiflative  authority,  and  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  in  my  pro- 
vince of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  give  me 
great  pleafure. 

**  I  ihall  not  fail  to  give  thofe  or- 
ders which  you  recommend,  as  thd 
moft  effedlual  method  of  bringing  the 
authors  of  the  late  unhappy  diforders 
in  that  province  to  condign  punifli- 
ment," 

Which  addrefs  and  anfwer  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

It  doth  not  appear  to  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  cenfure  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  province  of  MafTachufetts- 
Bay,  and  of  the  conduft  of  the  coun- 
cil and  other  civil  magiftrates,  ex- 
preffed  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
in  their  refolutions,  and  their  appro- 
bation of  the  meafure  of  fendino- 
troops  thither,  to  fupport  and  pro- 
tea  the  magiftrates,  and  the  ofiicers 
of  the  revenue,  produced  the  good  ef- 
fe6l  that  might  reafonably  have  been 
hoped  for;  a  difpofition  to  deny  i\\q 
authority,  and  refift  the  laws,  of  the 
fupreme  legiftature,  continued  ftill  to 
prevail,  not  only  in  flagitious  publi- 
cations in  the  daily  news-papers,  but 
alfo  in  a  variety  of  violent  and  un- 
warrantable refolutions  and  proceed- 
ings of  thofe  merchants  and  others, 
who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  agreements 
for  non-importation  of  goods  from 
Great-Britain. 

Meetings  of  the  affociators  were  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  held  in  as  re- 
gular a  manner  as  any  other  meeting 
authorifed  by  the  conftitution.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  examine  the 
cargoes  of  all  veifels  arriving  from 

Great' 
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Great-Britain,  and  regular  votes  and 
refoluiions  of  cenfure  were  paffed  in 
thofe  meetings,  upon  all  fuch  as  re- 
fiifed  to  concur  in  thofe  unlawful  af- 
fociations;  their  names  werepubliflied 
in  the  public  news  papers,  as  enemies 
to  tlieir  country  ;  and  the  mandates 
and  decrees  of  thofe  committees  met 
with  a  refped  and  obedience  denied 
to  the  conllitutional  authority  of  go- 
vernment. 

In  fome  cafes  goods  imported  from 
Great-Britain,  were  locked  up  in 
warehoufes,  under  the  care  of  thefe 
committees,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  Ibid  ;  and,  in  one  or  two  in- 
ftances,  they  were  re-ihipped  to  Great 
Britain. 

On  the  3111  of  May,  1769,  the  ge- 
neral court  met  a:  the  court-hoale  at 
Boiion,  purfuant  to  his  Majefty's 
writs,  and  the  firfl:  ilep  the  aflembly 
took,  before  they  proceeded  on  any 
other  bufinefs,  was  to  fend  a  melTage 
to  the  governor,  aflerting,  that  the 
having  l"hip3  in  the  harbour,  and 
troops  in  the  tov/n  of  Bollon,  was 
mconliilent  with  their  dignity  and 
ii-eedom ;  and  therefore,  that  t-iey 
had  a  right  to  expeft,  that  he  would 
give  orders  for  the  removal  of  the 
forces  by  fea  and  land  from  that 
port,  and  from  the  gates  of  the  city, 
during  the  feiTion  of  the  aifembly  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Houfe 
came  to  feveral  refolutions  to  the 
fame  efi'e^l,  as  the  declarations  con 
tained  in  their  mefiage  to  the  gover-- 
nor. 

The  governor  having,  in  reply  to 
their  meflage,  acquainted  them,  that 
he  had  no  authority  over  his  iVIajel- 
ty's  fhips  in  that  port,  or  his  troops 
in  that  town,  nor  could  give  any  or- 
ders for  the  i-cnioval  of  them,  they 
then  proceeded  to  the  cleftion  of 
cuuufcllors,  in  which  cledion,  not  on- 
ly the  lieutenant-governor,  and  mher 
officers  of  government  were  excluded, 
but  alio  feveral  other  gentlemen,  who 
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had  been  of  the  former  council,  and 
v/ho  (the  governor  reprefent?)  fhewed 
a  difpofition  to  fupport  the  King's 
government,  to  acknowledge  the  au- 
thority of  parliament,  and  to  preferve 
the  people  from  a  democratical  dti- 
potifm,  and  were  otherwife  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  integrity  and  ability. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  affembly 
fent  an  anfwer  to  the  governor's  mef- 
fage  of  the  31ft  of  May,  in  which  he 
had  told  them  he  had  no  authority 
over  the  King's  Aips,  or  troops. 

In  this  anfwer  they  aifert,  that, 
^'  By  the  principles  of  the  conrtitu- 
tion,  the  governor  of  that  colony  has 
the  abfolute  military  command  ;  that 
the  fending  a  military  force  there,  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  is 
inconfiftent  with  the  nature  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  fpirit  of  a  free  con- 
ftitution  ;  that  the  unwillingnefs  of  a 
people  in  general  that  a  law  fhould  be 
executed,  was  ftrong  prefumption  of 
its  being  an  unjufl  lav.^;  that  it  could 
not  be  their  law,  as  the  people  muft 
confent  to  laws  before  they  can  be, 
obliged,  in  confciente,  to  obey  them." 

It  appears,  by  a  vote  of  the  af- 
fembly, on  the  8th  of  July,  that  they 
have  declared,  that  all  trials  for  trea- 
fon,  mifprifion  of  treafon,  or  for  any 
felony,  or  crime  whatever,  committed 
or  done  in  that  colony,  ought,  of 
right,  to  be  had  and  condufted  with- 
in the  courts  of  the  colony  ;  and  that 
the  feizing  any  pcribn  or  perfoiis,  re- 
fiding  in  that  colony,  fufpeded  of  any 
crime  whatfoever  committed  therein, 
and  fending  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
to  places  beyond  the  fea  to  be  tried, 
is  highly  derogatory  of  the  rights  of 
Britifh  fubjeds,  as  thereby  the  inef- 
tlmable  privilege  of  being  tried  by 
a  jury  from  vicinage,  as  well  as  the 
liberty  of  fummoning  and  producing 
witneifc.v  on  fuch  trial,  will  be  taken 
away  froni  the  party  accufed. 

On  the  6th  of  April  1770,   a  bill 

was  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of 

•■        ^  Com- 
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Commons  to  your  Lordihips,  intitu- 
led, ''  An  acl  to  repeal  fo  much  of 
an  aifl,  made  in  the  feventh  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty's  reign,  intituled, 
*■'  An  adl  for  granting  certain  duties 
in  the  Britiih  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  for  allowing  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  of  cufcoms,  upon  the 
exportation  from  this  kingdom,  of 
coiFee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  produce 
of  the  faid  colonies  Or  plantations ; 
for  difcontinuing  the  drawbacks  pay- 
able on  china  earthen  ware,  exported 
to  America,  and  for  more  eifedually 
preventing  the  clandefdne  running  of 
goods  in  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 
tations;" as  relates  to  the  duties  upon 
glafs,  red  lead,  white  lead,  painters 
colours,  paperj  palleboards,  mill- 
boards, and  fcaleboards,  of  the  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, imported  into  any  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  colonies  in  America;  and  al'b 
to  the  difcontinuing  the  drawbacks 
payable  on  china  earthen  ware  ex- 
ported to  America,  and  for  regaladng 
the  exportation  thereof." 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  aiTcnt 
on  the  1 2th  of  April. 

On  the  30th  of  April  it  was  order- 
ed. That  an  humble  addrels  Urould 
be  prefented  to  his  Majeily,  that  he 
would  be  gracioUily  pleafed  to  give 
direftions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe  copies  of  all  narratives  of 
any  difputes  or  dillurbances  which 
have  happened  between  his  M^jeily's 
troops,  itationed  in  North  Anie.ica, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  his  ivla- 
jeily's  colonies  there,  unce  the  24th 
day  of  June  laif,  received  by  the 
comrniffioners  of  his  Majeily's  trea- 
fury,  any  of  his  Majeily's  fecre- 
taries  of  ilate,  or  any  other  public 
offices,  together  with  copies  c^  all 
orders  and  infrruclions  lent  to  the 
governors,  lieutenant-governors,  de- 
puty governors,  prefidents  of  the 
council  of  any  of  his  Majeily's  colo- 
nies in  North  /imerica,  or  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  hk  M&jeH/'s 
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forces,  or  any  officer,  civil  or  military, 
within  the  fame,  relative  to  fuch  dif- 
putes or  difturbances. 

And  that  on  the  4th  of  May,  the 
Lord  Harwich,  by  his  Majeily's  com- 
mand, laid  before  the  Houfe  feveral 
papers  relative  to  the  late  diilurbanccL 
in  America,  purfuant  to  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majeily  for  that  purpofe,  on  the 
30th  of  April  lall,  together  with  a  lift 
thereof,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  committee  find,  That  on  the 
7  th  of  May,  the  Lord  Harwich  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  by  his  Majeily's 
command,  a  narrative  of  the  late 
tranfactions  at  Boilon,  and  the  cafe 
of  Captain  Thomas  Preflon,  of  the 
29th  regiment  of  foot,  which  had  been 
tranfmitted  to  his  Lordfhip  from  the 
War-office  ;  and  the  fame  were  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  it  was  order- 
ed, That  an  humble  addrefs  ihould 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefcy,  that  he 
would  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  give 
direcl.ion5  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe  copies  of  the  Earl  of  Hillf- 
borough's  letter  of  the  ijth  of  May 
1769,  to  the  governors  of  the  feverai 
colonies  of  North  America,  too-ether 
with  the  fpeeches  of  the  governors  re- 
ferring to  the  faid  letter,  and  the 
anfwers  of  the  affemblies  to  the  fame, 
fo  far  as  thsy  have  been  received. 

And,  on  the  15  th,  the  Lord  Har- 
wich laid  before  the  Houfe,  by  his 
Majeily's  conjmand,  copies  of  the  Earl 
of  Hinfborough's  letter  of  the  13th 
of  May  1769,  to  the  governors  of 
the  feveral  colonies  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, together  with  the  fpeeches  of  the 
governors  referring  to  the  faid  letter ; 
and  the  anfwers  of  the  affembJies  to 
the  fame,  fo  far  as  they  have  been 
received,  together  with  a  lift  thereof, 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble ;  and  the  fame,  with  the  other 
America  papers  prefented  in  this  k^- 
fion,  were  alio  ordered  to  be  taken 

into 
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into  confideradon  on  Fritiay  next,  and     lawfully  be  fold  :  that  it 


the  Lords  fummoned. 

The  committee  find,  by  lieutenant 
governor  Hutchinfon's  letter,  of  the 
27th  of  March  1770,  that  when  the 
troops  were  in  the  town,  the  coitirnif- 
fioners  of  the  culloms  were  I'enfible 
they  could  have  no  dependence  upon 
them  ;  for  if  any  riot  had  happened, 
no  civil  magilirate,  that  he  knew, 
wOHld  have  employed  them  in  fup- 
prefling  it ;  thofe  who  from  a  princi- 
ple would  have  been  dlfpofed  to  it, 
refufing,  and  giving  this  reafon,  that 
they  muft  immediately  after  have  left 
the  country;  and  that  juft  the  fame 
principles  prevailed  with  refpeft  to 
the  troops  which  were  faid  to  be  un- 
conftitutional,  although  ellablifhed  by 
an  act  of  parliament,  it  being  alledged 
that  it  was  an  ad  which  did  not  bind 
colonills. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinfon, 
in  his  letter  to  the  Earl  of  HilUho- 
rough,  April  the  twenty-feventh, 
J  770,  complains,  **  That  he  has  ne- 
ver been  able  to  obtain  the  advice  or 
confent  of  the  council,  to  any  pro- 
pofal  made  for  the  difcountenancing 
the  ufurpation  of  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment by  the  town  of  Bofton  ; 
that  he  had  ufed  the  negative  powers 
given  him  by  charter,  in  excluding 
Mr.  Hancock  from  being  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  Mr.  Cufliing  from 
the  office  of  commiflary  general,  to 
which  offices  they  had  been  eleded  ;  '* 
but  adds,  **  That  this  was  doing  but 
little,  as  he  could  not  remove  any  of 
thofe  who  were  adlually  in  office, 
fome  of  whom  were  more  inflam- 
matory than  any  out  of  office.  "  He 
further  fays,  *'  That  'they  were  then 
attempting  to  compel  all  the  impor- 
ters of  what  they  call  the  contraband 
goods,  to  fend  them  back,  and  that 
he  was  not  fure  they  would  not  fuc- 
ceed  :  that  all  goods  which  they  have 
not  enumerated,  are  called  contra- 
band.    That  tea  from  Holland  may 


is  a  high 
crime  to  fell  any  from  England  :  that 
Mr.  Hanc6ck  offered  to  fefid  one  or 
more  of  his  fhips  back,  and  to  lofe 


the  freight :  that 
porters  pleaded, 
be  utterly  ruined ; 


feveral  of  the  im- 
that  they  Ihould 
but  that  the  Bof^ 


ton  zealots  had  no  bowels  i  and  gave 
for  anfwer,  that  if  a  fhip  was  to 
bring  in  the  plague,  nobody  would 
doubt  what  was  neceffary  to  be  done 
with  her ;  but  the  prefent  cafe  is 
much  worfe  than  that.  In  the  fame 
letter,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  Bofton  principles  ob- 
tain more  and  more  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  province,  and  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  feven-eighths  of  the, 
town  appear,  in  the  prefent  feffion, 
to  be  favourers  of  the  nonimportation 
meafures:  that  their  internal  dif- 
trelTes  may,  in  a  courfe  of  years, 
force  them  to  defift ;  but  that  the 
diftrefs  at  prefent,  and  it  may  be  for 
fome  time  to  come,  lies  principally 
upon  the  friends  to  government,  who 
run  the  rifle  of  importing  goods,  and 
then  are  compelled  by  the  ruling 
powers  to  keep  them  unfold,  or  to 
fhip  them  back :  that  he  made  an 
attempt  that  day  to  prevail  upon  a 
merchant  of  the  lirft  eftate  and  eha- 
ra(5ler,  to  induce  him  to  promote  an 
affociation,  but  to  no  purpofe;  and 
that  he  gave  him  for  anfwer,  that 
until  Parliament  made  provifion  for 
the  puniihment  of  the  confederacies, 
all  would  be  ineffeftual,  and  the  af-^ 
fociates  would  be  cxpofed  to  popular 
rage."  He  obferved  further,  '*  That 
the  laft  year,  when  the  King's 
Speech,  and  the  addrcffes  of  the 
Lords,  and  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, firft  came  to  them,  the  heads 
of  the  oppofition  were  itruck  with 
terror,  and  the  feditious  news-paper 
writers  laid  afide  their  pens  foi-  five 
or  fix  weeks  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  ap- 
prehcnfion  of  vigorous  meafures  ceaf- 
ed,  their  fears  were  over,  and  they 

bificam^ 
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became  more  aiTuming  and  tyranni- 
cal than  before ;  and  although  the 
terror  was  not  (o  great  the  prefent 
year,  yet  it  was  vifible;  but  now 
that  they  expe6l  nothing  will  be 
done,  they  are  recovering  their  fpi- 
rits,  knowing  there  is  no  power 
within  the  government  to  reilrain 
them. 

The  refinance  to  the  cuftom-houfe 
officers  Hill  continued  to  manifeft  it- 
felf  upon  every  occafion  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  May  1770,  a  tidefman  ot  the  cuf- 
toms,  who  had  feized  a  fmall  coall- 
ing  vefiel,  belonging  to  Conne6licut, 
and  a  few  calks  of  fugar,  for  breach 
of  the  a61s  of  trade,  in  the  evening, 
was  fiized,  ilripped,  and  carted  a- 
bout  the  town,  for  three  cr  four 
hours,  befmeared  with  tar,  and  then 
covered  with  feathers,  and  followed 
by  a  great  number  of  diforderly  peo- 
ple. 

The  committee  do  not  find,  in 
your  Lordfliips  journals  of  the  years 
\'j']i  and  1772,  any  material  pro- 
ceedings relacive  to  the  matters  to 
them  referred. 

Though,  in  the  year  1771,  things 
remained  tolerably  quiet  in  the  pro- 
vince of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  yet  the 
difpofition  to  difavow  the  authority 
of  Parliament  occafion  ally  broke  out 
in  the  Houfe  of  Afiembly  and  town 
meetings ;  accordingly,  in  an  anfwer 
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from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
to  a  melTage  from  the  Governor,  on 
the  fifth  of  July  1771,  they  fay,  that 
**  They  know  of  no  commiffioners  of 
his  Majefty's  cuftpms,  nor  of  any  re- 
venue his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  efta- 
blifh  in  North  America;  that  they 
know  and  feel  a  tribute  levied  and 
extorted  from  thofe  who,  if  they  have 
property,  have  a  right  to  the  abfolute 
difpofal  of  it." 

At  the  fame  time  the  difpofition 
to  import  goods,  in  defiance  of  the 
iawa  of  revenue  and  trade,   and  to 


fupport   fuch  iniquitous  praclices  by 
infults  and  open  violences  upon  the 
officers,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  carry  the 
faid  laws  into  execution,  broke  out 
upon  many  occafions ;  and,  as  ufual, 
the  magillrates  declined  giving  their 
afiiftance  and  fupport,  though  applied 
to   for  tliat  purpofe,   which  appears 
in  the  cafe  of  Arthur  Savage,  comp- 
troller of  his  Majefly's  cuftoms  at  FaU 
mouth,  who  was  forcibly  taken  out 
of  his  houfe  in  the  night,  by  feveral 
perfons  difguifed,    and   armed    with 
pillols,    and    other    dangerous    wea-* 
pons,    who   put   him  in  the   utmoll 
danger  of  his  life,  and  not  only  ob- 
liged   him    to    divulge   the  name  of 
the  perfon  v/ho  had  lodged  an  infor- 
mation,  but  alio  to  fwear  the  truth 
of  his  information;  declaring  at  the; 
fame  time>  that  if  he  difcovered  who 
they  were,  they  would  take  his  life  -, 
and  that,  upon  his  application  to  the 
juftices,  who  were  then  fitting,  they 
declined  the  examination  of  the  evi* 
dence  he  brought  to  prove  the  faft. 

Things  remained  much  in  the  fame 
ftate  in  the  year  1772  ;  the  continued 
ill  temper  of  the  people  at  BoHon, 
was  m an  ni felled  by  their  inllrudtions 
to  their  Reprefentatives, 

Upon  the  news  of  his  Majefty's 
granting  falaries  to  the  juftices  of  the 
fuperior  court,  the  moll  inflammatory 
pieces  were  publilhed  in  the  news- 
papers, and  the  feledmen  of  Bollon 
ordered  a  meeting  to  confider  of  mea- 
fures  upon  that  occafion,  which  meet- 
ing voted  an  addrefs  to  the  Gover- 
nor, in  which  they  fay,  *'  That  the 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  legally  afiem 
bled  in  Faneuil  Hall,  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint his  Excellency,  that  a  report 
has  prevailed,  which  they  have  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  is  v/eli  grounded  ; 
that  ilipends  are  afiixed  to  the  offices 
of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior  court  of 
judicature,  &:c.  of  this  province, 
whereby  they  are  become  indepeR« 
-K  k  cknt 
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dent  of  the  grants  of  the  general 
afTembly  for  their  fupport ;  contra- 
ry to  the  ancient  and  invariable 
ufage. " 

«*  That  this  report  has  fpread  an 
alarm  among  all  confiderate  perfons 
who  have  heard  of  it,  in  town  and 
country,  being  viewed  as  tending 
rapidly  to  compleat  the  fyilem  of 
their  flavery,  which  originated  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  aiTuming  a  power  and  au- 
thority to  give  and  grant  the  monies 
of  the  colonifts  without  their  confent, 
and  againil  "their  repeated  remon- 
Itrances.  And  as  the  judges  hold 
their  places  during  pleafure,  this  ef- 
tablifhment  appears  big  with  fatal 
evils,  fo  obvious  that  it  is  ncedlefs  to 
trejpafs  on  your  Excellency's  time, 
in  mentioning  them." 

The  town  meeting  afterwards  ap- 
pointed a  commiLtee  of  correfpon- 
dence,  to  write  circular  letters  to  all 
the  towns  in  the  province,  to  induce 
them  to  unite  in  meafures  upon  that 
occafion,  which  committee  met  the 
fecond  of  November,  1772,  and 
made  a  report,  containing  leveral  re- 
foltuions,  contradidory  to  the  fu- 
premacy  of  tlie  Britilh  legiHature : 
and,  after  fetting  forth,  that  ail  men 
have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
nature  as  long  as  they  plcafe,  they 
proceed  to  draw  a  report  upon  the 
natural  rights  of  the  colonifcs  as  men, 
chriftians  and  fabjeils,  and  from  a 
lift  of  infringements  and  violations  of 
their  rights ;  one  of  the  firft  of  which 
contains  an  alTertion,  that  the  Bri- 
tilh Parliament  have  afiumed  the 
powers  of  legiflation  for  the  colonies, 
in  all  cafes  whatfocvfr,  without  ob- 
taining the  confent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, which  is  ever  effentiajly  nccef- 
lary  to  the  rightful  ellabliihment  of 
fuch  a  legiflature. 

They  alfo  conficer  it  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  their  rights,  that  a  numl)er 
©f  new   officers,    unknown    to    the 
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charter,  have  been  appointed  to  fu- 
perintend  the  revenues,  whereas  the 
great  and  general  court,  or  afTembly 
of  that  province,  had  the  fole  right 
of  appointing  all  civil  officers,  the 
eledion  and  conftltution  of  whom  is, 
in  the  faid  charter,  exprefsly  except- 
ed, among  whom  thcle  officers  are 
net  included. 

They  likewife  complain  of  it  as  a 
grievance,  that  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  apply  1500/.  fterling  an- 
nually, out  of  the  American  revenue, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  government  of 
this  province,  independent  of  the  af- 
fernbly,  and  that  the  judges  of  the 
Superior  court,  as  alfo  the  King's 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  are 
to  receive  their  fupport  from  what 
they  call  this  grievous  tribute,  which 
they  fay  will,  if  accomplilhed,  com- 
ple:it  their  flavery. 

Six  hundred  copies  of  this  report 
were  circulated  in  the  towns  of  th« 
province,  with  a  pathetic  letter  ad- 
drefied  to  the  inhabitants,  who  are 
called  upon  not  to  doze  any  longer, 
or  fit  fupinely  in  indifference,  whilil 
the  iron  hand  of  oppreffion  is  daily 
tearing  the  choiceft  ti'uits  from  the 
fair  tree  of  liberty. 

On  the  iixth  of  May,  a  mefTagd 
v/as  brought  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  your  Lordfhips,  with  a  Bill, 
intituled,  *'  An  ad  to  allow  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  of  cuitoms,  on  the 
exportation  of  tea,  to  any  of  his  Ma- 
jeity's  colonies  or  plantations  in  A- 
merica,  to  incrcaie  the  depofit  on 
bohea  tea,  to  be  fold  at  the  Eall 
India  Company's  fales,  and  to  im- 
povver  the  commiffioners  of  the  trea- 
fury,  to  grant  licences  to  the  Eafl 
India  Company  to  export  tea,  duty- 
free, "  which  Bill  received  the  Royal 
Aflent  on  the  teiuh  of  May. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  in  the 
anfvver  of  the  council  to  the  Gover- 
nor's Speech,  at  the  opening  of  the 
feffion,  that  they  declare  they  are  of 

opi- 
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opinion,  that  the  Parliament  can- 
not conftitutionally  levy  taxes,  in 
£ny  form,  on  his  Majelly's  fubjefts  in 
that  province. 

And  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
upon  the  fiin^e  occafion,  declare,  that 
if  there  had  been,  in  any  lace  in- 
itances,  a  fubmillion  to  ads  of  Par- 
liament, it  has  been,  in  their  opi- 
nion, rather  from  inconfideration,  or 
a  reludance  at  the  idea  of  contending 
with  the  parent  ftate,  than  from  a 
convidion  or  acknowledgement  of 
the  fupreme  legillative  authority  of 
Parliament. 

The  committee  of  correfpondence 
appear  to  have  ufed  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  work  up  the  minds  of 
the  people,  not  only  of  their  own, 
but  alfo  of  the  fouthern  governments, 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  teas 
from  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  and 
accordingly,  on  the  third  of  Novem- 
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a   mob,    of  about   five 


hundred  perfons  committed  feveral 
outrageous  afts  of  violence,  againil: 
the  perlbns  to  whom  it  was  fufpeded 
the  tea  in  quelHon  would  be  con- 
figned,  infilling  that  they  Ihould  en- 
gage and  promife  not  to  receive  or 
fell  it ;  that  if  they  did,  they  would 
be  voted  enemies  to  their  country, 
and  mull  expect  to  be  treated  as  fiich 
hereafter.  They  then  forced  open 
the  doors  of  the  ware-houles  of  Mr. 
Clark,  and  tore  them  off  the  hinges, 
and  entered  with  great  violence,  at- 
tempting to  force  their  way  up  to  the 
compting-houfe,  but  were  driven  back 
by  the  perfons  who  were  in  it. 

A  committee  then  of  the  free- 
holders, and  other  inhabitants,  at- 
tended Mcffieurs  Thompfon  and  Eli- 
ilia  Hutchinfon,  fuppofed  to  be  two 
of  the  coniignees,  and  requefted  them 
to  refign  their  appointment ;  and  up- 
on their  refufmg,  voted  their  anfwer 
unfatisfaftory.  Governor  Hutchinfon 
did  every  thing  in  his  power,  without 
the  council,  for  the  prefervation  of 
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the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  town» 
and  thought,  that  if  he  had  had  the 
aid  the  council  might  have  given, 
his  endeavours  would  have  been  more 
effeftual. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1773, 
a  large  number  of  people  befet  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Hutchinfoa,  but  not 
finding  him  at  home,  proceeded  to 
Mr.  Clarke's,  another  of  the  con- 
fignees,  where  they  committed  great 
diforders,  broke  the  glaffes  and  frames 
of  the  windows,  and  did  confidera- 
ble  damage.  After  this  riot,  the 
Governor  immediately  fummoned  a 
council,  and  laid  before  them  the  ne- 
cefiiry  of  fome  meafures  being  taken, 
but  the  council  declined  advifing  or 
directing  any  meafures  for  landing 
the  tea,  fuggefting  that  they  then 
would,  of  courfe,  advife  to  a  mea- 
fure  for  procuring  the  payment  of  the 
duty,  and  therefore  be  advifing  to  a 
meafure  inconfillent  with  the  declared 
fentiment  of  both  Houfes,  in  the  lad 
winter  fefiion  of  the  general  court, 
which  they  apprehend  to  be  alto- 
gether inexpedient  and  improper. 

After  the  arrival  of  a  Ihip  loaded 
with  tea,  a  meeting  of  the  people  of 
Bofton,  and  the  neighbouring  towns, 
was  held  on  the  zgdi  of  November, 
and  continued,  by  adjournment,  till 
next  day,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  agreed  to,  nem.  con.  that  the  tea 
fiiould  not  only  be  fent  back,  but  that 
no  duty  Ihould  be  paid  thereon. 

It  was  alfo  voted,  Jietn,  con.  that 
Mr.  Rotch,  owner  of  the  veffel,  and 
Captain  Hall,  the  mailer  of  the  lliip, 
at  their  peri!,  fhouid  not  fuffer  any 
of  the  tea  to  be  landed.  It  was  alfo 
voted.  That  Governor  Hutchinfon's 
conduct,  in  requelling  the  Jullices  of 
peace  to  meet  to  fupprefs  all  riots 
and  unlawful  affemblics,  carried  a  de- 
figned  reflection  upon  the  people  there 
met,  and  was  folely  calculated  to  ferve 
the  views  of  adminillration.  They 
afterwards  voted,  that  the  tea  brought 
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by  Captain  Hall  fliould  be  returned 
by  Mr.  ilotch  to  England,  in  the 
fame  bottom  in  which  it  came.  It 
was  alio  voted,  nem.  con.  That  fixper- 
fons  lliould  be  appointed  to  give  due 
notice  to  the  towns  in  the  country; 
when  they  flioald  be  required  lb  to  do 
upon  any  important  occaiion. 

They  alfo  refolved'.  That  if  any 
perfon  or  psrfons  fhould,  hereafter, 
import  any  tea  from  Great  Britain, 
or  if  any  mafter  or  mailers  of  any 
vefiels  in  Great  Britain  fnould  -take 
the  fame  on  board,  to  be  imported 
to  that  place,  until  the  faid  unrighte- 
ous aa  liiould  be  repealed,  he  or  they 
fhoiiid  be  deemed,  by  that  body,  an 
enemy  to  his  country  ;  and  that  they 
would  prevent  the  landing  and  fale 
of  the  fame,  and  the  payment  of  any 
duty  thereon;  and  that  they  would 
efTed  the  return  thereof  to  the  place 
from  whence  it  came. 

They  aifj  refolved.  That  thefe 
their  votes  be  printed  and  fent  to 
England,  and  all  the  fea  ports  in  the 
province.  Before  they  feparated,  they 
voted,  that  their  brethren  in  the 
country  fliould  be  defired  to  give  their 
afijftance,  upon  the  iirft  notice  that 
fhould  be  given. 

After  the  diflblution  of  this  aflem- 
bly  of  tlie  people,  what  is  called  the 
tommitteeof  correfpondence  called  in 
committees  of  other  towns,  or  other 
perfons  to  join  with  them  ;  kept  up 
a  military  watch  and  guard  every 
ni"-ht,  to  prevent  the  landing  any 
teas ;  and  appeared  to  be  tiie  execu- 
tioners of  the  refolves,  and  orders, 
pafTed  at  the  aforefaid  afiembly. 

The  Conlignees  having  retired  to 
the  caftlf,  the  owner  of  the  firil  fliip 
that  arrived  was  the  principal  perron 
applied  to;  and  he  was  fent  for  re- 
peatedly by  thefe  committees,  and 
was  frequently  required  to  fend  back 
the  (hip  with- the  teas.  Me  pleaded, 
that  he  could  not  obtain  a  clearance 
at  tiie  cuilom  houfe,   nor  a  pafs  for 
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the  caftle ;  and  that  if  he  fhould  bff 
able  to  get  the  fhip  out  of  the  har- 
bour, both  fhip  and  cargo  would  be 
forfeited  in  every  part  of  the  King's 
dominions.  This  was  not  thought 
fuisfadory,  and  the  next  mornmg, 
another  alTemb'y  of  the  people  met, 
and  chofe  a  moderator.  At  this 
meeting  it  was  determined  that  Mr. 
Rotch,  the  owner  of  the  fhip,  fliould 
demand,  at  the  cuilom-houfe,  a  clear- 
ance of  the  teas  for  England,  which 
was  done  the  15  th,  when  the  col- 
ledtor  and  comptroller  refuied  to 
grant  it. 

He  then  was  obliged  to  demand  a 
permit  from  the  naval  ofnce  to  pafs 
the  caflle ;  afterwards  he  was  fent  to 
the  governor  to  apply  to  him  for  the 
permit,  who  focn  fatisfied  him  that 
no  permit  could  be  granted,  until  the 
yelTel  was  regularly  cleared :  he  re- 
turned to  town  that  evening,  and  re- 
ported this  anfwer  to  the  meeting.  Im- 
mediately whereupon,  numbers  of  the 
people  cried  out,  a  mob  !  a  mob  !  left 
the  houfe,  repaired  to  the  wharfs, 
where  three  of  the  veffels  lay  a-ground, 
having  on  board  %^o  cherts  of  tea, 
and  in  tvvo  hours  tim.e  it  was  totally 
deiiroyed  ;  a  fufficient  nuiTiber  of  peo- 
ple for  doing  the  work  were  difguifedj 
and  thefe  were  furrounded  by  num- 
bers, as  well  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bof- 
ton  as  of  other  towns. 

The  committee  obferves  that  many 
perfons  of  confuieration  in  the  town 
of  Bollon  took  the  lead  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting,  for  whofe 
names  they  beg  leave  to  ref.T  your 
jLordfliips  to  the  papers  themle'.ves. 

On  the  4th  cf  March  1774,  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  acquainted  t\\Q 
Houfe,  that  his  Majcrty  had  given 
diredions.  That  the  feveral  papers 
received  from  America  relating  to 
the  dillurbances  there,  with  regard 
to  the  importr.tion  of  tea,  fliould  be 
laid  before  the  Houle,  and  that  the 
fame  would  be  delivered  on  Monday 
next.  l'h< 
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The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  That  he  iiad  a  mefiage 
from  his  Majefly,  under  his  royal 
fign  manual,  which  his  Majeiiy  had 
commanded  him  to  deliver  to  this 
Houfe ;  and  the  fame  was  read  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

GEORGE  R. 
**  His  Majeily,   upon  information 
of  the  unwarrantable  pradice.s  which 
had  been  lately  concerted  and  carried 
on  in  North  America,  and  particular- 
ly of  the  violent  and  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings at  the  town  and  port  of  Bof- 
ton,   in  the    province   of   Mafiachu- 
fetts-Bay,   with  a  view  to  obliruding 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and 
upon  grounds  and   pretences  imme- 
diately fabverfive  of  the  conftitution 
thereof,  hath  thought  fit  to  lay  th^ 
whole  matter  before  his  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament^  fully  confiding  as  well 
in  their  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  Majefcy's  authority,   as  in   their 
attachment  to  the  common    intereft 
and  welfare  of  all  his  dominions,  that 
they  will  not  only   enable  his   Ma- 
jefty  efFeclually  to  take  fuch  meafjres 
as  may  be  moll  likely  to  pat  an  im- 
mediate flop  to  the  prel'ent  diforders, 
but  will  alfo  take  into  their  moft  fe- 
rious  confideration  what  farther  re- 
gulations and  permanent   provifions 
may  be   neceffary  to  be  ellabliilied, 
for  better  fecuring  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence  of 
the  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain." 

C.  R. 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  alfo  (by 
his  Majeily's  command)  laid  before 
the  Houfe  copies  of  all  letters,  &c. 
received  from  North  America,  relat- 
ing to  the  diilurbances  there,  with  re- 
gard to  the  importation  of  tea,  to- 
gether with  a  lift  thereof. 

It  was  ordered.  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  return  his  Majeily  the  thanks  of 
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this  Houfe,  for  his  Majefiy's  gracious 
meffage,  and  for  the  communication 
his  Majeily  hath  been  gracionOy  pleaf- 
ed  to  make  to  this  Houfe,  of  feveral 
papers  relative  to  the  prefent  Hate  of 
fome  of  his  Majefry's  colonies  in  North 
America. 

To  afTure  his  Majeily  that  this 
Houfe,  truly  fenfible  that  the  peace 
and  good  government  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  preventing  any  obftruftions 
there  to  the  commerce  of  this  king- 
dom, are  objects  of  their  moll  feri- 
ous  attention,  will  enter  upon  the 
confideration  of  thefe  papers  with  an 
earnell  defire  to  make  fuch  provifions 
as,  upon  mature  deliberation,  fhall 
appear  necefiary  and  expedient  for 
fecuring  the  jull  dependence  of  the 
faid  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  and  for  en- 
forcing a  due  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  this  kingdom  throughout  all  his 
Majeily's  dominions:  and  the  faid 
papers,  and  his  Majefty's  moil  gra- 
cious fpeech,  were  likevvife  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Thurf- 
day  fevennight ;  and  the  Lords  fum- 
moned. 

On  the  nth  of  March,  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  (by  his  Majeily's  com- 
mand) laid  before  the  Houfe  more 
papers  from  America,  relating  to  the 
diilurbances  there,  with  regard  to  the 
importation  of  tea,  together  with  a 
liil  thereof;  and  the  fame  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  taken  into  confideration  oii 
Thurfday  next. 

On  the  26th  of  March,  a  meflage 
was  brought  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, with  a  bill,  entituled,  '*  Aa 
aft  to  difcontinue,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  for  fuch  time,  as  are  therein  men- 
tioned, the  landing  and  difcharging, 
lading,  or  fhipping,  of  goods,  warel^ 
and  merchandife,  at  the  town,  and 
widiin  the  harbour  of  Boilon,  in  the 
province  of  Maffachuietts  Bay,  in 
North  America. 
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On  the  28th  of  March,  a  petition 
of  Mr.  Sayer  and  others,  natives  of 
America,  was  prefented  and  read, 
praying,  that  the  faid  bill  may  not 
pafs  into  a  law,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  Then  the  Houfe 
took  into  confideration  the  feveral 
papers,  and  his  Majefty's  moil  gra- 
cious mefiage ;  and  the  faid  bill  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  a  petition 
©f  William  Bolland,  Efq ;  agent  for 
the  council  of  the  province  of  MaiTa- 
chufetts-Bay,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read;  he  was  called  in, 
and  heard  at  the  Bar  ;  and  being  with- 
drawn, the  faid  bill  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  paffed  mm.  dijf.  and  re- 
ceived the  Royal  affent  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that, 
on   the    25th    of   January,    a   great 
number  of  rioters   in   the   town   of 
Bollon,  committed  a  moft  inhuman 
aa  of  violence  upon   the  perfon  of 
John    Malcom,    a   preventive  officer 
for  the  port  of  Falmouth  in  Cafco- 
bay,  who  had  lately  feized  a  veffel  in 
that  pert  for  want  of  a  regiller :  no 
complaint  of  irregularity  was  made 
againft  him  ;  but  it  was  thought  pro- 
per, by  the  above  rioters,  to  punilh 
him  by  tarring  and  feathering  him, 
(but  without  ftripping  him)  and  car- 
rying him  about  in  derifion.     This 
unfortunate  man   having  afterwards 
been    frequently    hooted    at   in    the 
ftreets  was  provoked,  on    the    25th, 
by  a  tradefman,  who,  he  alledged, 
had    feveral    times    before   affronted 
him,  to  ftrike   him   with   his   cane, 
in    confequence   of   which    a     war- 
rant was  iifued  again  ft  him  ;   but   the 
conftable  not  being  able  to  find  liini, 
a  mob  gathered  about  his  houfe  i;i 
the  evening,  and  having   broke  his 
windows,  he  puilied  thro'  the  broken 
windows  with  his  iword,  and  gave  a 
flight  fcratch  to  one  of  the  afiailants; 
fooo  after  which  tht  niob  entered  his 


houfe,  lowered  him  by  a  rope  from 
an  upper  chamber  into  a  cart,  tore 
his  cloaths  off,  tarred  his  head  and 
body,  feathered  him,    and   dragged 
him    through    the   main    ftreet    into 
King  ftreet,  from   thence  to  Liberty 
Tree,  and  from  thence,  to  the  Neck, 
as    far   as  the  gallows,    where   they 
whipped  him,  beat  him  with  llicks, 
and  threatened  to  hang  him.     Hav- 
ing kept  him  under  the  gallows  a- 
bove  an  hour,  they  carried  him  back 
in  the  fame  nqianner  to  the  extremity 
of  the  north  end  of  the  town,  and 
returned  him  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
fo  benumbed    by   the   cold,    having 
been  naked  near  four  hours,  and  fo 
bruifed,    that  his  life   was  defpaired 
of.      It  appears   that  none   but    the 
ioweft  clafs  of  the  people  were  fuf- 
pedted  of  having  been  concerned  in 
it,  and  that  Mr.  Malcom  having  for 
fome  time  before  been  threatened  by 
the  populace  with  revenge  for  his  free 
and  open  declarations  againll:  the  late 
proceedings,  had  occafionally,  indif- 
Creetly,  given  them  provocation. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
Maflachufetts-Bay,  on  the  hrft  of 
February,  required  the  Chief  Juftice 
Oliver,  and  the  four  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court,  to  declare,  whether 
they  would  receive  the  grants  of  af- 
fembly  for  their  falaries,  or  accept 
their  fuppport  from  the  crown,  and 
were  anlwered  by  the  foiir  judges 
(they  being  fearful  oi'  making  them- 
felves  objerts  of  popular  refentment, 
one  of  their  number  having  been 
prcvioufly  brought  over  to  th  it  con- 
fent),  that  they  would  receive  their 
falaries  from  the  province;  but  by 
the  Chief  Juftice,  that  he  would 
continue  to  accept  his  fupport  from 
the  crown  :  on  the  i  ith  of  February, 
they  remonftrated  to  the  Governor^ 
that  the  faid  Chief  juftice  Peter  Oli- 
ver, having  received  his  falary  an4 
reward  out  of  the  levenue  unjuftly 
and  unconiiitutionally  levied  and  ex- 
torted 
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torted  from  the  American  colonies, 
and  being  determined  to  continue  to 
receive  it  contrary  to  the  known  lenfc 
of  the  body  of  peopk  of  the  province, 
had  thereby  proved  himfelf  an  ene- 
my to  its  conllitution,  placed  himfelf 
under  an  undue  bias,  and  rendered 
himfelf  difqualified  to  hold  his  office 
any  longer.  And  not  having  pro- 
cured his  removal  from  the  governor, 
in  confequence  of  their  remonllrance, 
they  paiTed  a  vote  to  adjourn  the  fu- 
perior  court,  whicli  by  law,  is  to  be 
held  on  the  15th  of  February,  to  the 
226.  of  that  month,  to  which  the  go- 
vernor refufed  his  affent;  and  com- 
plains, that  he  now  confiders  himfelf 
as  adling  altogether  on  the  defenfive, 
avoiding  his  confent  where  he  cannot 
juftify  it,  deilitute  of  any  aid  from 
any  part  of  the  legiflature,  or  execu- 
tive powers  of  government,  in  main- 
taining order  when  the  breach  of  it  is 
caufed,  or  pretended  to  be  caufed,  by 
fuch  ads  of  parliament,  or  fuch  exer- 
cife  of  his  Majefty's  authority,  as  the 
people  are  taught  by  their  leaders  to 
call  grievances. 


j4  true  Jiate  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Parlia?nent   of   Great- Britain^    atid 
in  the  pro'vince  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  relati^ueto  the  gvviyig  and  grant- 
ing the  money  of  the  people  cf  that 
pro--vince,   and  of  all  America,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  in  nvhich  they  are 
not  reprefented.     Draix^n  up   by  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin. 
On   the   1 2th  of  November    1761, 
Governor  Bernard  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  AiTembly, 
in  the  province  of  Maifachufetts-Bay : 
*'  At  the  opening  of  this  general 
court  I  had  the  pleafure  to  obferve 
upon  the  happy  and   propitious   cir- 
cumllances  that  had  attended  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  reign,  and 
particularly  the  extindion  of  parties, 
and  the  general  coalition  of  all  par- 
ties in  fapport  of  his  Majefly's  govern- 
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ment;  and  I  could  not  but  exprefs  my 
earnefi:  defire  that  the  fame  patriotic 
fpirit  which  influenced  Great  Britain, 
might  prevail  throughout  his  Majef- 
ty's American  provinces,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  this  moil  ancient  and  molt 
loyal  of  them. 

**  I  was  well  perfuaded,  that  vvhile 
I  was  fpeaking  to  you  on  this  fubjed, 
your  fentiments  and  mine  were  tiie 
fame.  I  have  been  fully  confirmed  in 
this,  as  well  by  your  own  declarations, 
as  by  your  condufl  confequent  there- 
to ;  and  I  have  now  all  the  affurance 
that  I  Ihall  be  affifted  and  fupported 
by  you. 

F.  Bernard." 

On  the  34th  of  April  1762,  his  Ex- 
cellency made  the  following  fpeech  to 
the  two  Houfes : 

**  The  unanimity  and  difpatch  with 
which  you  have  complied  with  the 
requifitions  of  his  Majefty  require  my 
particular  acknowledgment,  and  it 
gives  me  additional  pleafure  to  ob- 
ferve, that  you  have  therein  afted  un- 
der no  other  influence  than  a  due  fenfe 
of  your  duty,  both  as  members  of  a 
general  empire,  and  as  the  body  of  a 
particular  province. 

"  It  will  always  be  my  deiire  that 
freedom  and  independence  fliould  pre- 
vail in  yoar  councils,  and  that  the 
whole  credit  of  your  proceedings 
therein  ihould  be  placed  to  your  own 
account.  It  will  be  a  fafficient  honour 
for  me  to  preflde  over  a  people  whole 
motives  to  loyalty  and  public  fpirit 
arife  from  their  own  brealls. 

FrA.    BERNARDi" 

His  Excellency  again  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows to  the  two  Houfes  of  Affembly 
on  the  27th  of  May  1762  : 

*'  Whatever  fliali  be  the  event  of 
the  war,  it  mufl  be  no  fmall  fatisfac- 
tion  to  us,  that  this  province  hath 
contributed  its  full  fhare  to  the  fup- 
port  of  it.  Every  thing  that  has 
been  required  of  it  hath  been  moft 
readily  complied  with ;  and  th^  exe- 

'cution 
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Gution  of  the  powers  committed  to 
me,  for  raifing  the  provincial  troops, 
hath  been  as  fall  and  complete  as  the 
grant  of  tliem  was.  Never  before 
were  regiments  foeafily  levied,  fo  well 
compoied,  and  fo  early  in  the  field, 
as  they  have  been  this  year  ;  the  com- 
mon people  feemed  to  be  animated 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  general  court, 
and  to  vie  with  them  in  their  readinefs 
to  ferve  the  King. 

*'  The  ample  provifion  which  has 
been  already  made,  leaves  me  nothing 
to  afk  for  the  immediate  fervice  of  the 
King. 

Fra.  Bernard." 
The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
meffage  which  his  Majefty  fent  down 
to  the^Houfe  of  Commons  every  year, 
from  1759>  till  the  ccnclufion  of  the 
war: 

GEORGE  Rex. 

26°  Bie  Jpril's  1759°. 
"  Kis  Majefty  being  fenfible  of 
the  zeal  and  vigour  with  which  his 
faithful  fubjeds  in  North  America 
have  exerted  themfelves  in  defence  of 
hisMajefty'sjuft  rights  and  polleffions, 
recommends  it  to  this  Houfe  to  take 
the  fame  into  confideration,  and  to 
enable  his  Majelly  to  give  them  a  pro- 
per compeniation  for  the  expences  in- 
curred by  the  refpedive  provinces,  in 
the  levying,  clothing,  and  pay  of  the 
troops  railed  by  the  fame,  according 
as  the  a6live  vigour  and  ilrenuous  ef- 
forts of  the  refpedlive  provinces  iliall 
appear  to  merit. 

G.  r:' 

Upon  which  the  Houfe  reiblved, 
April  30,  "  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  account, 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  give  a  proper 
compenfarif.n  to  the  refpeftive  pro- 
vinces in  North  America,  for  the  ex- 
pences incurred  by  them  in  the  levy- 
ing, clotliing,  and  pay  of  the  troops 
raifed  by  the  fame,  according  as  the 
adive. vigour   and   ftrenuous    cftorts 
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of  the  refpeftive  provinces  fliall   be 
thought  by  his  Majefty  to  merit." 

Similar  refolutions  followed  yearlj 
every  melfage.  And  though  this 
c'ompenfation  did  not  exceed  one  fourth 
^art  of  what  they  expended,  they  were 
Satisfied  with  thefe  moft  honourable  of 
all  teftimonies,  that  they  had  not  been 
backward  in  contributing  their  ftiare 
towards  the  general  defence  of  the 
empire. 

His  Majefty's  Surveyor-General  of 
the  Northern  diftrid  in  America^ 
tranfmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury  in  1764,  a  charge  of  corruption 
in  his  office  and  colluiion  with  fmug- 
glers,  fupported  by  the  oaths  of  cre- 
dible witneftes,  againft  Governor  Ber- 
nard ;  for  which  the  furveyor  gene- 
ral received  the  thanks  of  the  trea-- 
fury-board,  and  Governor  Bernard 
was  fuffered  ftill  to  hold  that  office  he 
had  abufed,  and  has  been  admitted 
as  the  principal  accufer  and  witnefs 
againft  the  people  of  the  Maftachu- 
fetts-Bay. 

On  the  lOth  of  March  1764,  the 
Houfeof  Commons  refolved,  "That 
it  may  be  proper  to  charge  certain 
ftamp  duties  in  the  colonies  and  plan- 
tations:" but  did  not  at  that  time 
form  any  bill  for  the  purpofe. 

On  the  5th  of  April  1764,  an  ad 
pafted  for  impofmg  duties  in  America 
by  the  Britifti  parliament,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  raiftng  a  revenue. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings, the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Mafiachufetts-Bay  came  to  refo- 
lutions, **  That  the  ible  right  of  giv- 
ing and  granting  the  money  of  the 
people  of  tliat  province,  was  vefted  in 
them  as  their  legal  reprefentatives; 
and  that  the  impciition  of  duties  and 
taxes,  by  the  Parliament  cf  Great- 
Britain,  upon  a  people  who  are  not 
rcprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, is  ab.blutely  irreconcilable  with 
their  rights.  That  no  man  can  juftly 
take  the  property  of  another  without 

hi$ 
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his  confent,  upon  which  original 
principle  the  right  of  reprefentation 
in  the  fame  body  which  exercifes  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  levying 
taxtSi  one  of  the  main  pillars  of 
the  Britifh  Conllitution,  is  evidently 
founded:  that  the  exterfion  of  the 
powers  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
within  this  province,  is  a  moll  vio- 
lent infraction  of  the  right  of  trial  by 
jnry, — a  right  which  this  houfe,  upon 
the  principles  of  their  S  ritifh  A  nccftors, 
hold  moll  dear  and  facred>  it  being 
the  only  fecurity  of  the  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  property  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjeds.  That  this  houfe  owe  the 
ftrideft  allegiance  to  his  molt  Sacred 
Majeily  King  George  the  Third, — 
and  that  they  have  the  greateft  vene- 
ration for  the  Parliament.' 

In  February  1765,  a  Bill  for  raifmg 
a  revenue  in  America  by  duties  on 
flamps,  &c.  received  the  royal  afient. 
Petitions  from  the  feveral  affemblies 
of  America  againil  the  palling  of  this 
aft,  were  rejected  by  the  Parliament, 
or  not  received,  on  the  pretence  of  a 
rule,  that  petitions  Ihould  not  be  re- 
ceived againll  a  mon^y  bill,  and  this 
was  a  monty  bill. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  this  ad  in  A- 
merica,  every  alTenibly  on  the  conti- 
nent came  to  lefolutions  againft  the 
right  of  impofing  taxes  upon  them 
unreprefented  and  without  their  con- 
fent. The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Maflachufetts-Buyj  obferving 
the  little  attention  paid  to  feparate 
petitions,  refolved,  *  That  it  was 
highly  expedient  there  iiKuild  be  a 
meeting  as  foon  as  might  be,  of  com- 
mittees from  the  Koures  of  Repre- 
fentatives  in  the  leveral  colonies  en 
the  American  continent  to  confult 
on  the  prefenc  circumllances,  and  the 
difficulties  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced by  the  operation  of  the  late 
afts  of  Parliament  for  levying  du- 
ties on  the  colonies,  and  to  con- 
fider    of   a    general   addrefs    to  his 
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Majefiy  and  the  Parliament,  to  im- 
plore relief.'  Letters  were  tranfmit- 
ted  accordingly  to  the  Speakers  of 
the  other  Affemblies,  and  three  per- 
fons  eleded  to  attend  a  congrefs  on 
the  part  of  this  province. 

In  the  mean  time  fome  difturbances 
arofe  in  the  town  of  Bofton.  The 
reprefentation  of  thefe  difturbances 
was  inflamed  with  the  ftrongeft  co- 
louring in  various  letters  from  Go- 
vernor Bernard  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
though  he  knew  the  inhabitants  had 
publicly  condemned  thefe  proceed- 
ings, as  appears  from  the  following 
vote  of  the  town  : 
'  Jt  a  legal  Meeting  of  the  Freeholder! 

and  other  Inhahitants  of  the  Toivn 

of  Bojion,  at  Fanucil  Hall,  Augufi 

2Jthy    1765. 

The  town  having  an  utter  detefta- 
ticn  of  the  extraordinary  and  violent 
proceedings  of  a  number  of  perfons 
unknown,  againft  fome  of  the  inhahi- 
tants of  the  fame,  the  lail  night, 

vote  unanimoufly,  that  the  feledl 
men  and  magiftrates  of  the  town  be 
defired  to  ufe  their  ucmoft  endea- 
vours, agreeeble  to  law,  to  fupprefs 
the  like  diforders  for  the  future,  and 
that  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants will  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  affift  them  therein. 

Voted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  will  be  ready  on  all  occafions  to 
alii  ft  the  feleft  men  and  magil^rates 
in  the  fupprefiion  of  all  ciforders  of  a. 
like  nature  that  may  happen,  when 
called  upon  for  that  purpofe. 

Jtt.  William  Cooper y  To^vn  Clerk,* 

In  truth,  the  whole  proved  to  be 
nothing  more  than  fome  injury  offer- 
ed to  private  property,  for  which  the 
afTembly  afterwards  voted  a  compen- 
fation. 

On  the  25th  of  Oaober  1765, 
there  being  no  ftamp  papers,  tne 
council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tivcs,  to  avoid  the  mifchievous  con- 
fequences  of  a  total  Hop  to  all  public 
^  i  bufinefs. 
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bufinefs,  refolved,    that  it  might   be 
lawful  to  do  bufinefs  without  ftamps. 

The  congrefs  confiding  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Reprefeiuativei  from  feve- 
ral  provinces,  met  at  New  York  the 
hril  of  Oftober  1765.  The  motives 
and  views  with  which  the  congrefs 
was  called,  are  thus  ftated  by  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay  :  *  Had  the  colonies  been 
fully  heard  by  the  Parliament,  it  is 
poifible  their  decifions  with  refped  to 
the  late  acts  for  levying  duties  and 
taxes  on  the  colonies,  might  have 
been  different.  However,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  think  it  their  duty 
not  to  ceafe  petitioning,  and  have  ac- 
cordingly, this  prefentfeiTionSjWrote  to 
the  Speakers  of  the  feveral  Houfes  of 
Reprefentatives  of  the  feveral  colonies 
on  the  continent,  propofing  a  meet- 
ing at  New  York  on  the  firft  Tuefday 
of  Oaober  next,  of  committees  of 
the  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives^  of  the 
feveral  colonies,  to  confult  together 
on  their  prefent  circumftances,  and 
the  dirEcultles  to  v.'hich  they  are  and 
muil  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
the  late  afts  of  parliament,  and  to 
prepare  a  united,  dutiful,  humble, 
and  ioval  reprefentation  of  their  con- 
dition'to  his  iVlajtily  and  his  Parlia- 
ment, imploring  relief.  And  it  is 
humbly  hoped,  that  decent  and  du- 
tiful applications  for  the  preventing 
or  even  altering  fu(  h  ads  of  Parlia- 
ment as  they  apprehend  can  be  made 
to  appear  to  be  grievous,  will  not 
be  thought  fuSicient  grounds  to  chnrgc 
us  with  the  v/ant  of  the  mcfl:  pro- 
found refpea  for  that  augull  body. 
In  confidence  of  having  free  accefs 
to  that  fountain  of  national  juirice, 
the  Houfe  rell  aifured  that  all  necef- 
farv  relief  will  be  afforded,  and  that 
the  liberties  and  privileges  their  con- 
ftituents  at  prefent  enjoy,  will  remain 

fecure. 

Signed,  Sam.  White,  Speaker.' 

The  congrefs  fummoned  upon  thefe 


principles,  met  and  aded  upon  them. 
They  refolved,  *  I  hat  the  only  repre- 
fentatives of  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies are  perfons  chofen  therein  by 
themfelves,  and  that  no  taxes  ever 
have  been,  or  can  be,  conftitution- 
aliy  impoled  upon  them  but  by  their 
refpedive  legiilatures.  That  all  fup- 
plies  to  the  crown  being  free  giffs  of 
the  people,  it  is  unreafonable  and  in- 
coniiflent  with  the  principles  and  fpi- 
rit  of  the  Britifh  conllitution,  for  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  to 
his  iVIajefty  the  property  of  the  colo- 
nics. That  it  is  the  indifpenfable 
duty  of  thefe  colonies  to  the  bell  of 
fovereigns,  to  the  mother  country^ 
and  themfelves,  to  endeavour,  by  a 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  lir.mble  applications  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  to  pro- 
cure the  repeal  of  the  ad  for  grant- 
ing and  applying  certain  ilamp  du- 
ties, of  all  ciaufes  of  any  other  aft  of 
Parli^ament  whereby  the  jurifdiclion 
of  the  Admiralty  is  extended,  and  of 
the  other  late  ads  for  the  rellriaion 
of  American  commerce.' 

They  alfb  drew  up  a  petition  to 
the  King,  in  which  they  fay,  *  Our 
fubordinate  legiflatures  are  in  effed 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  late  ads  of 
Parliament  inipofmg  duties  and  taxes 
on  thefe  colonies,  and  extending  the 
jurifiidion  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
beyond  its  antient  limit :  liatutes  by 
which  your  Majefty's  commons  in 
Great  Britain  undertake  abfolutely  to 
difpofe  of  the  property  of  their  fellow 
fubjeds  in  America  without  their 
confent,  and  for  the  inforcing  where- 
of they  are  fubjeded  to  the  determi- 
nation of  a  fmgle  judge,  in  a  cOurt 
unreilrained  by  the  wife  rules  of  the 
common  law,  the  birthright  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  and  the  fafeguard  of  their 
perfons  and  properties. 

*  The  invaluable  rights  of  taxing 
ourfelves,  and  trial  by  our  peers,  of 
whith  we  implore  your  Majeily's  pro- 

tedion. 
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te£lIon,  are  not,  we 
conceive,  unconftitutional,  but  con- 
firmed by  the  great  charter  of  Englifh 
Liberty.  On  the  iirft  of  thefe  rights, 
the  Honourable  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
mons found  their  practice  of  origina- 
ting money  bills — a  right  enjoyed  by 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  by  the 
Clergy  of  England,  till  relinquifhed 

by    themfelves a   right,   in    fine, 

which  all  other  your  Majefty's  Eng- 
lifh fubjecls,  both  within  and  without 
the  realm,  have  hitherto  enjoyed.' 

So  far  were  they  from  any  thought 
or  defire  to  draw  into  queflion,  or  to 
deny  the  fovercignty  of  his  Majefty  in 
his  Parliament,  or  to  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  fole  right  of  making 
laws,  that,  in  their  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  they  declare  the 
reverfe  in  thefe  words  : 

*  We  moil  fmcerely  renognize  our 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  acknow- 
ledge all  due  fubordination  to  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
{hall  always  retain  the  moll  grateful 
leafe  of  their  affiftance  and  protec- 
tion. We  eiteem  our  dependence 
on,  and  connexion  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  one  of  our  greateft  bleffings, 
and  apprehend  the  former  will  ap- 
pear to  be  fufhciently  fecure,  when  it 
is  confidered,  that  the  inhabitants  in 
the  colonies  have  the  moft  unbounded 
aiFedion  for  his  Majefly's  peri'on, 
family,  and  government,  as  well  as 
for  the  mother  country,  and  that 
their  fubordination  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, is  univerfally  acknowledged.' 

Thefe  petitions  however  were  not 
received,  on  pretence  of  their  being 
from  a  body  not  legally  allembled, 
and  unknown  to  the  conftitution. 

In  January  1766,  the  Houfe  of 
Reprelentatives  were  obliged  to  com- 
plain of  Governor  Bernard's  having, 
together  with  his  council,  aiTumed  a 
koiflative  power,  in  ordering  an  ad 
of  Parliament,  or  as  he  ftiles  it  an 
ordinance^    to   bs   regiftered   among 
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mpft  humbly  the  laws  of  the  province ;  which  was 
never  done  before,  but  by  aft  of 
Affembly  * .  This  juft  complaint 
againft  the.  ufurpation  of  the  Gover- 
nor, has  been  individioufly  repre- 
fented  as  an  attack  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament  f  ,  whereas  in  truth 
it  had  no  relation  to  that  authority. 

In  January  1766,  petitions  were 
prefented  from  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, Brirtol,  and  Glafgow,  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  reprefenting 
the  great  injury  that  would  accrue  tq 
their  property,  and  to  the  commerce^ 
of  this  Kingdom,  from  the  operation 
^the  Stamp  A6t,  and  praying  for  its 
repeal. 

The  repeal  of  it  took  place  ac- 
cordingly  on   the    J  9th   March   fol- 


lowing. 

Tiie  Affembly  of  MafTachufetts- 
Bay,  upon  the  repeal  being  known^, 
formed  and  tranfmitted  an  humble 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majelly,  and 
letters  of  the  moft  grateful  acknow- 
ledgement to  their  illnftrious  patrons 
and  friends  in  either  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment. Soon  after  this  palled  a  bill 
for  granting  compenfation  to  the  fuf- 
ferers  during  the  diforders  occafioned 
by  the  Stamp  A(fl;  agreeably  to  his 
Majefty's  recommendation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  his"  Majefty's  pleafure 
being  fignified  to  them  by  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Conway, 

The  Affembly  alfo  conformed  them- 
felves to  the  mutiny  a6t,  though  it 
touched  the  jr-vilege  of  granting 
freely  their  own  money,  for  which 
they  had  fo  ftrenuoufiy  contended. 
But  they  complyed,  as  well  from  an 

*  But  them  ftinterefting  objedlion,  which 
is  not  avow.d,  and  therefore  cannot  receive  a 
formal  anfwer,  is,  that  an  American  repre- 
fentaion  will  take  aw.iy  all  pretences  for  dif- 
puting  the  ordinances  of  Par  lament.'  Gover- 
nor Bernard's  letter  1764,  p.  59.  And  again, 
p.   72,  and  54. 

f  See  extradl  of  Gnernor  Bernard's  letter 
in  the  Lords  rep.  rt,  p.   7, 

L  1  %  abhoj- 
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abhorrence  of  renewing  the  late  dif- 
pute  which  had  given  them  fo  much 
pain,  as  from  a  confidence  in  his  Ma- 
jelly's  then  fervants,  whom  they  re- 
garded as  friendly  to  their  liberties 
and  rights. 

Their  fatisfadlion  in,  and  gratitude 
for  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  ad,  pro- 
duced a  conduct  fo  ftudioufly  void  of 
offisnce,  that  Governor  Bernard  could 
iiot  avoid  giving  his  teftimony  of  it 
in  his  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne.  Secretary  of  State,  as  follows  : 

*  The  Houfe  from  the  time  of 
opening  the  feflion  to  this  day,  has 
ihewn  a  difpofition  to  avoid  all  dif- 
pute  with  me ;  every  thing  having  paf- 
ied  with  as  much  good-humour  as  I 
could  defire,  except  only  their  conti- 
nuing to  adt  in  addrefling  the  King, 
remonftrating  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  employing  a  feparate 
Agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this 
innovation,  without  any  willfulnefs 
of  my  own,  which  induces  me  to 
make  this  remonftrance,  at  a  time 
when  I  have  a  fair  profped  of  having, 
in  all  other  bufmefs,  nothing  but 
good  to  fay  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Houfe. 

'  They  hav«  aded  in  all  things, 
even  in  their  remonftrance,  with  tem- 
per and  moderation  ;  they  have  avoid  • 
cd  fome  fubjeds  of  difpute,  and  have 
laid  a  foundation  for  removing  fpme 
caufes  of  former  altercation. 

*  I  fhall  make  fuch  a  prudent  and 
proper  ufe  of  this  letter,  as  I  hope 
will  perfedlly  reilore  the  peace  and 
tranquility  of  this  province,  for  which 
purpofe  confiderable  Heps  have  alrea- 
dy been  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives. ' 

Such  was  the  temper  and  modera- 
tion with  which  the  people  were  dif- 
pofcd  to  feek  relief  from  the  grie'an- 
ces  they  felt.  We  fhall  prelcntly 
fee  what  Heps  were  artfully  taken  to 
move  them  froni  that  moderation, 
and  compel  the  mob  into  riots  and 
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tumults,  which  were  to  be  vifited 
upon  the  town,  and  made  the  pre^ 
text  for  introducing  a  military  force. 

The  new  revenue  ad  paffed  on  the 
29th  of  June  1767;  a  little  more 
than  a  year  after  the  repeal  of  the 
{lamp  ad. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in 
their  petition  to  the  King,  touchiag 
this  ad,  exprelsly  acknowledge  the 
fupreme  power  of  Parliament.  *  With 
great  fmcerity,  permit  us,  (fay  they,) 
toaffureyour  Majeily,  that  your  fub- 
jeds  of  this  province  ever  have,  and 
Hill  continue  to  acknowledge  your 
Majeily's  High  Court  of  Parliament 
the  fupreme  legillative  power  of  the 
whole  empire.' 

In  their  letters  to  the  miniHry, 
they  fay,  *  The  fubjeds  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  undoubtedly  in  all  the  co- 
lonies, however  they  may  have  been 
othervvife  reprefcnted  to  his  Majeily's 
miniilers,  are  loyal ;  they  are  firmly 
attached  to  the  mother  Hate ;  they 
always  confider  her  intereil  and  their 
ov/n  as  inleperably  interwoven,  and 
it  is  their  fervent  wifn  that  it  ma)j 
ever  fo  remain.  All  they  defire  is, 
to  be  reilored  to  the  Handing  upon 
which  they  were  originally  put,  to 
have  the  honour  and  privilege  of  vo- 
luntarily contributing  to  the  aid  of 
their  foverelgn  when  required.  They 
are  free  fubjeds ;  and  ic  is  hoped  the 
nation  will  never  confiier  them  as  in 
a  tributary  Hate.'  And  again,  *  All 
they  defire  is  to  be  placed  on  the.r 
original  Handing,  that  they  may  Hill 
be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
invaluable  privileges,  and  the  nation 
may  Hill  reap  the  advantage  of  their 
growth  and  prolperity.' 

That  their  prayers  might  be  more 
likely  to  obtain  fuccefs  from  being 
united  with  the  fiipplications  of  all 
the  colonies,  they  tranfmitted  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  other  afiemblies, 
informing  them — '  That  the  Houfe 
had  humbly  reprcfented  to  the  mi- 

niHry 
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niHry  their  own  fentiments  ;  that  his 
Majefty's  high  Court  of  Parliament  is 
the  fupreme  legiflative  power  over 
the  whole  empire;  that  in  all  free 
lUtes  the  conftitution  is  fixed ;  and 
ais  the  fupreme  legiflative  derives  its 
power  and  authority  from  the  confti- 
tution, it  cannot  overleap  the  bounds 
of  it,  without  deilroying  its  own 
foundation.  That  the  conftitution 
afcertains  and  limits  both  fovereignty 
and  allegiance,  and,  therefore,  his 
Majefty's  American  fubjeds,  who  ac- 
knowledge themfelves  bound  by  the 
ties  of  allegiance,  have  an  equitable 
claim  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
fundamental  rules  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution. That  it  is  an  afTential, 
unalterable  right  in  nature,  ingrafted 
into  the  Britilh  conftitution  as  a  fun- 
dament3.1  law,  and  ever  held  facred 
and  irrevocable  by  the  fubje6ls  within 
the  realm,  that  what  a  man  has  ho- 
neftly  acquired  is  abfolutely  his  own, 
which  he  may  freely  give,  but  which 
cannot  be  taken  from  him  without 
his  confent.  That  the  i\merican  fub- 
je6ts  may,  therefore,  exclufive  of  any 
confideration  of  charter  rights,  with 
a  decent  firmnefs  adapted  to  the 
character  of  freemen  and  fubjeds, 
aiTert  this  natural  conftitutional  right.' 
They  add — *  That  as  they  have  too 
much  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  ene- 
mies of  the  colonies  have  reprefen ted 
them  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  and 
the  parliament,  as  factious,  diiloyal, 
find  ihewing  a  difpofition  to  make 
themfelves  independent  of  the  mocher 
country,  they  have  taken  occafion,  in 
the  moft  humble  terms,  to  aftiire  his 
Majefty  and  his  minifters,  that,  with 
regard  to  the  people  of  this  province, 
and,  as  they  doubt  not,  of  all  the  co- 
lonies, that  charge  is  unjuft.' 

In  confequence  of  this.  Governor 
Bernard  laid  before  the  houfe,  on  the 
2iftof  June,  1768,  the  following  re- 
quifition  : 

*  It  gives  great  concern  to  his  Ma- 
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jefty  to  find,  that  the  fame  modera* 
tion  which  appeared  by  your  letter 
to  have  been  adopted  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  felnon,  in  a  full  aftembly, 
had  not  continued ;  and  that  inftead 
of  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpe6l 
to  the  conftitution,  which  feemed  at 
that  time  to  influence  the  condud  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  members,  a 
thin  houle  at  the  end  of  the  feflion 
fliould  have  prefumed  to  revert  to, 
and  refolve  upon  a  meaiure  of  fo  in- 
flammatory a  nature  as  that  of  writing 
to  the  other  colonies,  on  the  fubjedt 
of  their  intended  reprefentation  a- 
gainft  fome  late  a6ls  of  Parliament. 
His  Majefty  confiders  this  ftep  as  evi- 
dently tending  to  create  unwarranta- 
ble combinations,  to  excite  an  unjuf- 
tifiable  oppofition  to  the  conftitutional 
authority  of  Parliament,  and  to  re- 
vive thofe  unhappy  divifions  and  dif- 
tradions,  which  have  operated  fo 
prejudicially  to  the  true  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies.  It 
is  the  King's  pleafure,  that  fo  foon 
as  the  general  court  is  again  aflem- 
bled,  at  the  time  pr«fcribed  by  the 
charter,  you  Ihould  require  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprelentatives,  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's name,  to  refcind  the  refolu- 
tion  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular 
letter  from  the  Speaker,  and  to  de- 
clare their  difapprobation  of,  and  dif- 
fent  to  that  rafh  -and  hafty  proceed- 
ing.  His  Majefty  has  the  fulleft  re- 
liance upon  the  affection  of  his  good 
fubjedls  in  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
and  has  obferved  with  fatisfaftion, 
that  fpirit  of  decency,  and  love  of  or- 
der, which  has  difcovered  itfelf  in  the 
conduft  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  its 
inhabitants.  — If  the  new  aflembly 
Ihould  refufe  to  comply  with  his  Ma- 
jefty's reaibnable  expectation,  it  it 
the  King's  pleafure  that  you  fliould 
immediately  diflblve  them. 


Whitehall,  April 
22,  176.3. 


Hillsborough.' 
This  letter  produced  univerfal  ap- 
prehen- 
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prehenfion  and  difcontent  not  only  in 
the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  but  in  all 
America.  A  demand,  attended  with 
a  penalty  of  diffolution,  fecmed  a 
command,  not  a  requifition,  leaving 
iro  deliberative  or  dilcretionary  power 
in  the  afTembly ;  and  the  ground  of 
it  being  a  petition  to  the  King, 
guarded  with  a  mod  explicit  declara- 
tion of  the  fupreme  legiflative  power 
cf  Parliament,  it  wore  the  fevere  and 
dreadful  appearance  of  a  penal  prohi- 
bition againll  petitioning.  It  was  in 
fffeft  faying,  you  fhall  not  even  pre- 
fome  to  complain ;  and  reducing 
them  below  the  common  ftate  of  fla- 
very,  in  which,  if  men  complain, 
vith  decency,  they  are  heard,  unlefs 
«heir  mailers  happen  to  be  monfters. 
It  warmed  moderation  into  zeal,  and 
inflamed  zeal  into  rage.  Yet  Hill 
there  appeared  a  difpofition  to  ex- 
prefs  their  grievances  in  humble  peti- 
tions. All  the  aflemblies  on  the  con- 
ti-nent,  in  anfwer  to  a  requifition  of 
Imilar  import  to  that  already  men- 
tioned, afierted  the  right  of  the  fub- 
jie£l  to  petition  for  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances.- They  joined  in  petitions, 
ftating  the  impofitlon  of  taxes  upon 
them  without  their  confent,  and  the 
abolition  of  juries  in  revenue  caufes, 
a?  intolerable  grievances,  from  which 
ihey  prayed  relief. 
,-  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
^  Mafrachufetts-Bay  drev/  up  a  letter 
Cc^  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  S^cre- 
tZTfy  of  State,  in  which  they  vindi- 
cate their  conduft  from  the  afpeifions 
thrown  upon  it  in  the  Governor's 
letters;  and  add,  *  It  is  an  inexprcf- 
fible  grief  to  the  people  of  this  pro- 
Tcince,  to  find  repeated  cenfures  fil- 
fing  upon  them,  not  from  Miniflcrs 
of  State  alone,  but  from  Majefty  itfe'f, 
!^roundcd  on  letters  and  accufations 
from  the  Governor,  a  fight  of  which, 
though  repeatedly  requefted  of  his 
Excellency,  is  nftifed.  There  is  no 
«.vii  of  this  life,  which  they  fo  fcnf:- 
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bly  feel,  as  the  difpleafure  of  their 
fovereign.  It  is  a  punifhment  which 
they  are  fure  his  Majefty  will  never 
inflia,  but  upon  a  reprefentation  of 
the  jullice  of  it,  from  his  fervants,  in 
whom  he  confides.  Your  Lordfhip 
will  allow  the  houfe  to  appeal  to  your 
own  candour,  upon  the  hardfhip  of 
their  being  made  to  fufFer  fo  fevere  a 
misfortune,  without  their  ever  being 
called  to  anfwer  for  themfelves,  or 
even  made  acquainted  with  the  mat- 
ters of  charge  alledged  againll  them  ; 
a  right,  to  which,  by  the  common 
rules  of  fociety,  founded  in  the  eter- 
nal laws  of  reafon  and  equity,  they 
are  juilly  entitled.  The  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  of  this  province  have 
more  than  once,  during  the  adminif- 
tration  of  Governor  Bernard,  been 
under  the  neceflity  of  entreating  his 
Majeily's  miniHers  to  fufpend  their 
further  judgment  upon  fuch  repre- 
fentations  of  the  temper  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  and  the  conduft  of  the  afTemblyj^ 
as  they  were  able  to  make  appear  to 
be  injurious.  The  fame  indulgence 
this  houfe  now  beg  of  your  Lordfhip; 
and  befeech  your  Lordihip  to  patro- 
nize them  fo  far  as  to  make  a  favour- 
able reprefentation  oi  their  condud 
to  the  King  our  Sovereign  :  it  being 
the  higheil  ambition  of  this  houfe, 
and  of  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
fent,  to  fland  before  his  Majefty  in 
their  juft  charafter,  of  affeftionate 
and  loyal  fubje(5ls.' 

On  the  loth  of  June  a  feizure  was 
made  of  a  floop  fallencd  to  the 
wharf,  with  an  armed  force,  and  the 
feizure  carried  by  violence  to  the 
Man  of  War.  That  this  feizure  was 
made  with  every  circumftance  of  vio- 
lence and  infult  which  cou'd  irritate 
a  mob,  is  proved  by  the  oaths  of  13 
cve-witnefTes,  whcfe  credibility  has 
never  been  impeached.  Unhappily 
the  irritation  fuccecded  but  too  welll 
The  collector  and  comptroller  who 
made    the    feizure    in    that    manner, 

were 
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were  treated  with  great  indignity  and 
perfonal  injury  by  the  mob  *  . 

About  the  fame  time  the  Captain 
of  the  men  of  war  lying  in  the  har- 
bour at  Bollon,  preffed  fome  feamen 
belonging  to  the  town,  in  violation 
of  an  adTof  Parliam.ent  for  the  en- 
couragement of  trade  to  America, 
which  lays,  6  Anne,  chap.  27.  §  9. 
**  No  mariner,  or  other  perfon, 
ion,  who  ihall  ferve  on  board,  or  be 
retained  to  ferve  on  board,  any  pri- 
vateer, or  trading  Ihip  or  venel,  that 
ihall  be  employed  in  any  part  of 
America,  nor  any  mariner,  or  per- 
fon, being  on  jhore  in  any  part 
thereof,  fhall  be  liable  to  be  impref- 
fed  or  taken  away,  by  any  officer  or 
officers  of  or  belonging  to  her  Ma- 
jefty's  fhips  of  war." 

The  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  to  pre- 
vent the  tumults  which  might  be  ap- 
prehended from  fp  d:.ngerous  an  in- 
fradtion  of  law,  were  afiembled,  and 
drew  up  a  petition  to  the  Governor, 
praying  his  interpofition  to  prevent 
fuch  alarming  outrages.  The  Gover- 
nor, however,  refuled  upon  various 
pretexts,  to  interfere. 

The  following  words  of  their  peti- 
tion will  Ihew  to  what  ftate  of  alarm, 
anxiety,  and  delrair,  thefe  proceed- 
ings had  reduced  them.  '  Dutiful 
petitions,  fay  they,  have  been  pre- 
fered  to  our  molt  gracious  Sovereign, 
to  which  (tho'  to  the  great  confrerna- 
tion  of  the  people,  we  now  learn 
they  have  been  cruelly  and  infida- 
oufly  prevented  from  reaching  the 
royal  prefence)   we  have  waiied    to 

*  That  the  feizure  was  unjuft  is  plain 
from  this,  that  they  were  obliged  to  reltore 
the  veffel,  after  detaining  her  a  1  "ng  time, 
not  being  able  to  find  any  evidence  to  fupport 
a  profecution.  The  fuiis  too  for  enormous 
lums  againft  a  number  of  perfons,  brought 
in  the  court  of  admiralty,  being  found  in- 
fupportable,  were,  after  long  continuance,  to 
the  great  cxpence  and  trouble  of  their  perfons, 
dropt,  by  a  declaration  of  the  King's  advo- 
tnte  that  his  Majefty  would  profecute  no  far- 
ther }  -^but  the  profecuted  could  ob.ain  no 

cofls  or  damages,  for  I'o  is  the  law, 
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receive  a  gracious  anAver,  with  the 
greateft  attention  to  the  public  peace, 
until  we  find  ourftlves  invaded  witk 
an  armed  force,  feizing,  impreffing, 
and  imprifoning  the  perfons  of  our 
fellow  fubjeds,  contrary  to  exprefs 
afts  of  Parliament.  Menaces  have 
been  thrown  out  fit  on'y  for  barba- 
rians, which  already  airecl  us  in  the 
moil  fenlible  manner,  and  threaten 
us  with  famine  and  deiblanon,  as  all 
navigation  is  obibacted,  upon  which 
alone  our  whole  fupport  depends, 
and  the  town  is  at  this  criiis  in  a  fitua- 
tion  nearly  fuch  as  if  war  were  for- 
mally declared  againfl  it. 

*  To  contend  again il  our  Parent 
State  is,  in  our  idea,  the  mod  fhock- 
mg  and  dreadful  extremity  ;  but 
tamely  to  relinquiili  the  only  fecurity 
we  and  our  pofterity  recain  of  the  en- 
joyment of  our  lives  and  properties, 
without  one  ftruggle,  is  fo  humilia- 
ting and  bafe,  that  vv^e  cannot  fup- 
port the  refieclion.  We  apprehend. 
Sir,  that  it  is  in  your  option,  in  your 
power,  and  we  would  hope  in  your 
inclination,  to  prevent  this  diilreffed 
and  juilly  incenfed  people  from  ef- 
fefting  too  much,  or  from  the  ihame 
and  reproach  of  attempting  too 
little.' 

The  riot  upon  the  feizure  of  the 
Hoop  was  exaggerated  into  treafoii 
and  rebellion.  The  commiiTioners 
fled  from  the  town  in  pretended  fear 
cf  their  lives ;  affidavits  were  taken 
in  fecret  and  ex  pa7'tey  and  the  comp- 
troller Mr.  Haliowell  was  difpatched 
home,  to  give  adminiilration  the 
moil  horrible  idea  of  the  people. 
Governor  Bernard's  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  contained  a  diredt 
charge  of  treafon  againil  forty  per- 
fons, not  one  of  whom  v/as  piofe- 
cuted,  becaufe  the  whole  was  a  for- 
gery, calculated  to  me:^t  the  change 
of  fyfterti  which  Governor  Bernard 
has  fmce  informed  us,  they  then 
knew  had  taken  place  at  London, 

and 
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and  encourage  the  rigorous  meafures 
which  the  new  fyftem  was  to  purlue. 

Unhappily  it  fucceeded  too  well. 
Troops  were  fent  to  Bofton,  where 
they  landed  the  ift  of  Odober  1768. 
But  a  difficulty  how  arofe,  about 
quartering  the  troops  in  the  town 
contrary  to  an  ad  of  Parlianieiit. 
The  Governor,  however,  foon  de- 
termined to  cut  the  knot  he  could 
not  untie.  He  therefore  iiTued  a 
commiiTion,  to  difpenfe  with  the  Jaw 
and  eftablifh  quarters  for  the  troops 
in  the  town.  I  fpeak  from  his  own 
letter. 

Thus  the  people  faw  two  ads  of 
Parliament,  made  for  their  protec- 
tion, wantonly  and  with  impunity 
violated ;  v;hile  thofe  which  were  to 
their  feelings  highly  unjuft  and  op- 
preflive,  v/ere  to  be  rigoroufly  execu- 
ted with  a  military  force.  Nothing 
could  be  devifed  more  irritating,  ex- 
cept the  manner  in  which  the  quar- 
tering the  foldiers  was  executed.  They 
filled  the  general  afTembly  room, 
the  court  houfe,  and  Fanueil  hall, 
where  the  town  meetings  were  affem- 
bled.  When  the  general  aflembly 
met,  the  main  guard  was  planted 
with  a  number  of  held  pieces  at,  and 
pointed  into  the  very  door  of  the  af- 
fembly  houfe.  Every  fpecies  of  in- 
iult  and  outrage  was,  as  if  purpofely, 
pradifed  to  drive  the  people  into 
ibme  violent  ad,  which  fhould  jullii'y 
the  letting  loofe  the  military  upon 
them. 

In  confequence  of  the  various  vio- 
lations of  thofe  laws  which  fhould 
have  proteded  them,  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  in  the  mod  dange- 
rous ftate  of  alarm  and  agitation. 
To  prevent  the  deftrudive  commo- 
tions which  might  be  apprehended 
from  fuch  a  difpofition,  the  moderate 
and  well  difpoled  inhabitants  of  Bof- 
ton petitioned  the  Governor  to  call 
an  afembly,  that  the  popular  turbu- 
lence might  be  quieted  by  their  con- 
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fidence  In  and  refped  for  their  own 
legiflature.  The  Governor,  how- 
ever, thought  proper  to  refufe  them 
this  relief;  they  therefore  fummoned 
a  convention  of  deputies  from  the 
different  towniliips,  i:s  the  only  means 
of  compofing  the  agitation  of  men's 
minds,  (from  which  they  otherwife 
expeded  the  worft  confequences,)  by 
their  confidence  in  perfuris  deputed 
by  themlelves,  to  enter  into  a  wife 
and  cool  confideration  of  their  grie- 
vances, and  the  conflitutional  means 
of  obtaining  redrels.  The  feled 
men  of  Bofton  have  expreffed  thefe 
motives  in  the  follovsing  paffage  of 
their  circular  letter:—'  Deprived  of 
the  counfels  of  a  general  afTembly  in 
this  dark  and  difficult  feafon,  the 
loyal  people  of  this  province  will,  we 
are  perluaded,  immediately  perceive 
the  propriety  and  utility  of  the  pro- 
pofed  committee  of  convention,  and 
the  found  and  wholefome  advice  that 
may  be  expeded  from  a  number  of 
gentlemen  chofen  by  themfelves,  and 
in  whom  they  may  repofe  the  greatell 
confidence,  mull  tend  to  the  real  fer- 
vice  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
and  the  welfare  of  his  fubj»ds  in  tnis  * 
province,  and  may  happily  prevent 
any  fuclden  and  unconneded  mea- 
fures, which,  in  their  prefent  anxiety, 
and  even  agony  of  mind,  they  may 
be  in  danger  of  falling  into.' 

The  convention  met  on  the  2 2d  of 
September  1768,  and  drew  up  an 
humble  petition  to  his  Majefly,  im- 
ploring relief.  *  With  great  Jince- 
rity,  lay  they,  permit  us  to  aflure 
your  Majefly,  that  your  fubjeds  of 
this  province,  of  which  we  are  a 
part,  ever  have  arknowli-dged  and 
Itill  continue  to  acknowlecige  your 
Mnjelty's  high  Court  of  Parliament 
the  fupreme  legiflative  power  of  the 
whole  empire.  The  fuperintending 
authority  of  which  is  clearly  admit- 
ted in  all  cafes  that  can  confifl  with 
the   fundamental  rights    of    nature. 

and 
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and  the  confritution  to  which  your 
Majelty's  happy  fubjefts  in  all  parts 
of  your  empire  conceive  they  have  a 
juft  and  equitable  claim. 

*  It  is  therefore  with  the  deepeil: 
concern  tliat  your  humble  iuppliants 
would  reprefent  to  your  Alajeily,  that 
your  Parliameut,  the  reditude  of 
whofe  intentions  is  never  to  be  quef- 
tioncd,  has  thought  proper  to  pafs 
divers  afts,  impollng  taxes  on  your 
Majefty's  fubjecls  in  America,  with 
the  fole  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  railing 
a  revenue.  If  your  Majefty's  fiibjects 
here  lliall  be  deprived  of  tlie  honour 
and  privilege  of  voluntarily  contri- 
buting their  aid  to  your  Majeiiy  in 
Supporting  your  government  and  au- 
thority in  the  province,  and  defend- 
ing and  fecuring  your  rights  and  ter- 
ritories in  America,  v/hich  they  have 
always  hitherto  done  with  the  utmoil: 
chearfulnefs :  if  thefe  ads  of  Parlia- 
ment Ihall  remain  in  force  ;  and  your 
Majefty's  Commons  in  Great  Britain 
Ihall  continue  to  exercife  the  power 
of  granting  the  property  of  their  fel- 
low fubjeds  in  this  province,  your 
people  muft  then  regret  their  unhap- 
py fate,  in  having  only  tlie  name  left 
of  free  fubjeds,' 

The  troops  which  had  landed  at 
Bofton  without  the  leaft  oppofition, 
determined,  as  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
ped,  to  make  the  difturbance  they 
were  difappointed  in  not  finding. 
7""he}'  offered  a  variety  of  infults  to 
the  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  one 
of  their  officers  was  deteded  in  at- 
tempting to  excite  the  Negroes  to 
rebel ;  till  at  laft  a  party  of  foldicrs 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  fired  upon  the  people  on  the  5  th 
of  March  1769,  killing  fix,  and 
vvoanding  many  more.  So  intolera- 
ble an  outrage  aftenibled  the  people, 
who  were  fo  much  incenfed,  that  it 
was  thought  prudent  for  the  troops  to 
evacuate  the  town. 

The  removal  of  the  troops  reftored 
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the  tranquillity  of  the  town  and  the 
good-humour  of  the  people,  the  prin- 
cipal of  whom  exerted  themfelves  to 
palliate  the  condud  of  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  and  obtain  for  him  a  favourable 
trial.  To  this  end,  he  was  tried  fe- 
paratcly  from  the  foldiers,  and  he 
was  acquitted,  becaufe  no  evidence 
could  dcpofe  that  they  heard  him  give 
orders  to  fire — Indeed,  the  noife  of 
the  tumult  was  fo  great,  that  if  he 
had  given  fuch  orders,  which  he 
denied,  none  could  have  heard  him 
but  the  foldiers  among  whom  he 
ftood. — When  the  foldiers  came  to 
be  tried,  they  pleaded  the  orders  of 
their  Captain,  wnich  they  durft  not 
difobey.  And  on  the  belief  of  this 
as  a  truth,  the  humane  jury  acquitted 
them  alfo.  An  inftance  of  great 
temper  and  equity  in  a  people  fo  ex- 
afperated. 

It  was  not  however  intended  that 
the  quiet  of  the  town  and  province 
fnould  continue  long.  New  modes 
of  irritation  were  applied,  to  drive 
the  people  into  violence  and  defpair, 

Mr.  Robinfon,  one  of  the  com- 
milTioncrs  who  had  attempted  to  af- 
faffmate  Mr.  Otis,  was  difpatched  to 
England  im.mediately  after  the  affair 
of  the  5  th  of  March,  with  a  cafe  faid 
to  be  that  of  Captain  Prefton,  though 
diredly  repugnant  to  what  he  had 
publiihed  under  his  own  hand.  This 
cafe  had  been  lecretly  drawn  up,  and 
was  as  fecretly  tranfmitted.  The  pur- 
pofe of  it  was  to  throw  the  charge  of 
being  the  aggreilbrs  upon  the  people, 
and  that  the  foldiers  fired  upon  thenx 
in  their  own  defence,  and  to  fave  the 
cuftom-houfe  from  being  plundered. 
This  ftatement  was  accompanied  by 
minutes  of  council  framed  by  the  Se- 
cretary himfelf,  and  fecretly  fworn  to, 
in  which  one  of  his  Majefty's  council 
was  reprefented,  as  declaring  that 
there  had  been  a  premeditated  defign 
and  plan  of  a  general  infurredicn 
formed  by  the  people,  of  which  this 
M  m  attack 


266 


PRIOR      DOCUMENTS. 


attack  upon  the  guard  was  the  firft 
Hep.      Abfurd  as  it  was  to  fuppofe 
that  the  people  had  planned  and  be- 
gan to  execute  an  infuireftion,   and 
yet  not  a  man  appear  in  arms,  for  no 
fuch   thing  was  pretended.    Hill   the 
example  of  the  fuccefs  and  impunity 
with  which  Governor   Bernard  had 
accufed  them  fpecifically  of  treafon, 
without  being  able  to  prove  a  tittle  of 
it,  was  enough  to  encourage  Gover- 
nor Hutchinfon,   and  his  Brother-iji- 
law  the  Secretary,  to  repeat  a  fimilar 
charge  on  this  occafion,  which  they 
knew    would   operate   for    the    time, 
and  beirig  made  fecretly,  they  trailed 
it  would  not  be  known,  fo  as  to  meet 
a  refutation.    Mr.  Com  million  er  Ro- 
binibn  arrived  in   London,  and  his 
State,  &c.  was  circulated  through  the 
miniftry  and  members  of  parliament, 
and,  fupportcd  by  his  pcrfonal  appli- 
cations,   inflamed   them    againft   the 
province.      In   the  mean    time,   the 
town  proceeded  to  draw  up  their  nar- 
rative of  the  affair  founded  upon  affi- 
davits taken  openly,  with  notice  given 
to  all  peribris  concerned  to  attend  and 
crofs -examine  the  witnelles.     Upon 
this  open  and  fair  enquiry,  it  appear- 
ed by  the  teltimony  of  near  an  hun- 
dred perfons,   that  the  foldiers  were 
the  aggreflbrs,  having  fired  upon  the 
people  without  fufficient  provocation, 
and  without   the  intervention  of,  or 
even  application  to  the   civil  magi- 
ftrate. 

It  was  not  until  Oclober  1770, 
that  the  rcprefentation  and  affidavit 
of  their  fecretarvj  Mr.  Oliver,  reach- 
ed his  Majefty's  council  at  Bollon, 
in  a  pamphlet  which  had  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  London,  to  julUfy  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  military  on  the  5th 
of  March  1769,  and  accufe  the  peo- 
ple. The  member  to  whom  he  had 
imputed  the  words,  which  were  cal- 
culated to  convey  the  idea  of  an  in- 
furredion  having  been  planned  by  the 
people;,  publicly  made  oath,  that  the 


Secretary  had  mifreprefented  his 
words,  and  that  he  never  knew,  or 
heard,  or  even  thought  of  any  fuch 
Plan.  The  other  members  ot  coun- 
cil who  were  prefent  alfo  made  oath, 
that  Mr.  Oliver's  account  was  a  mif- 
reprefentation  ;  and  the  council  came 
unanimoufly  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions :  *'  That  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq. 
fecretary  of  this  province,  by  fecretly 
taking  minutes  at  council,  of  what 
was  faid  by  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, in  their  debates,  alfo  by  figning 
a  paper  containing  thofe  minutes, 
and  further  by  giving  his  depofition 
to  the  truth  of  it,  has,  in  each  and 
all  thofe  inftances,  adled  inconfiil- 
ent  with  the  duty  of  his  office,  and 
thereby  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
trull. 

Mr.  Oliver,  thus  ftigmatized,  was 
foon  after  appointed  lieutenant-go- 
vernor of  the  province.  Unhappily 
this  wore  the  appearance  of  reward- 
ing for  his  treachery  to  the  council 
and  his  enmity  to  the  people,  which 
fended  neceflarily  to  diminifh  the  con- 
fidence and  refpedl  due  to  govern- 
ment, and  to  fpreaddifcontent  through 
the  province. 

On  the  1 3th  of  May  1770,  Gover- 
nor Hutchinfon  held  the  affembly  at 
Cambridge,  obliging  them  to  quit 
Bollon,  where  all  the  public  records 
and  conveniences  for  carrying  on  bu- 
finels,  were  lodged*  The  two  Houfes 
remonflrated  againft  this,  not  only 
as  highly  inconvenient  and  diftreffing 
to  them,  and  an  embarralTment  to 
public  bufinefs,-but  an  infringement 
of  their  chartered  rights.  Notwith- 
ftandlng  this,  the  affembly  was  con- 
tinued there  for  two  fcilions  without 
any  reafon  being  given  but  mere  will 
and  plcafurc  (fignilied  in  inllrudions 
from  the  miniller)  and  then  it  was 
adjourned  to  Bollon,  not  as  an  art 
of  gracioufncls,  but  of  caprice.  It 
was  impoffible  but  that  luch  pro- 
ceedings mull   have   irritated   men's 

minds; 
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minds,  and  raifed  among  all  ranks 
of  people  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  and 
diftrull.* 

The  proceedings  in  England  were 
not  more  conciliating. 

Governor  Bernard  had,  by  various 
falfe  and  inflammatory  reprefenta- 
tions  concentered  upon  the  province 
the  whole  force  of  royal  and  parlia- 
mentary indignation.  He  had  ex- 
prefsly  accufed  certain  perfons  of  a 
treafonable  defign,  their  names,  as  he 
pretended,  being  enrolled  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  to  feize  the  callle  and  turn  it 
againll  the  King's  troops. 

This  intelligence  produced  the  fol- 
lowing addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  to  the  King,  on  the  15th  cf 
December  1768,  concurred  in  by  the 
Commons  on  the  9th  of  February, 
1769. 

**  As  we  conceive,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  immediately  neceffary, 
either  for  the  maintenance  of  hisMa- 
jefly's  authority  in  the  fiid  province, 
or  from  guarding  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jedls  therein  from  being  further  der 
laded  by  the  arts  of  wicked  and  de- 
figning  men,  than  to  proceed  in  the 
moil  fpeedy  and  effeflual  manner  for 
bringing  to  condign  puniihment  the 
chief  authors  and  inftigators  of  the 
late  diiorders,  to  befeech  his  Majef- 
ty,  that  he  will  be  gracioully  pleafed 
to  dire£l  his  Majeily's  Governor  of 
Mafiachufetts-Bay  to  take  the  mod 
effectual  methods  for  procuring  the 
fulleft  information  that  can   be  cb- 

*  The  Afiembly  of  South  Carolina  was 
^boiir  the  fame  time  removtd  from  Charltf- 
t'>v.n  to  Port  Royal,  a  remote  place  unfit  to 
accomm.odite  them.  This  method  of  harraf- 
finganemblies  into  ths  m.^afuresof  aminiftry, 
feems  b'^rroucd  from  the  favourite  mimi^er  of 
J-Ienry  III.  who,  "  to  work  his  ends  ("as  Gaf- 
coi?,'i  tells  uf)  caufed  the  Parliament  to  fit 
in  'villlbus  ct  ren-.oth  partlbin  regni,  where  few 
■ozc^Xty  p!  otter  defi-Bum  iofp'itn  et  -viSiurJ'r.im, 
could  attend,  and  by  fhuting  that  aliembly 
from  place  to  place  to  enforce  (in  the  au  hor's 
worJs)  Hlos  paucos  qui  remanebunt  de  coirmuni- 
tatc  regriy  concedere  regi  quam-vh  pejfima^'' 


taified  touchinjj-  all  treafons,  or  mif- 
prifions  of  treafon,  committal  within 
his  government  fince  the  30th  day  of 
December  laft,  and  to  tranfmit  the 
fame,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
perfons  who  were  the  moll  adive  in 
the  commilTion  of  fuch  offences,  to 
one  of  his  Majdty's  principal  fecre- 
tarles  of  ftate,  in  order  that  his  Ma- 
jelly  may  iffue  a  fpecial  commiffioa 
for  enquiring  of,  hearing  and  deter- 
mining the  fiid  offences  within  this 
realm,  purfuant  to  the  provifions  cf 
the  ilatute  of  the  35th  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
if  his  Majelly  fhall,  upon  receiving 
the  faid  information,  fee  fufficient 
ground  for  fuch  a  proceeding.'* 
His  Majejiy's  a?tjkver  -xuas  : 

"  I  (hall  not  fail  to  give  thofe  or- 
ders which  you  recommend,  as  the 
moll  effectual  method  of  bringing  the 
authors  of  the  late  unhappy  diforders 
in  that  province  to  condign  puniih- 
ment." 

But  Governor  Bernard  thus  armed 
with  all  the  powers  of  government, 
was  unable  to  fubflantiate  his  accu- 
fation  againft  a  fmgle  perfon.  The 
purpofes  for  which  the  accufation  was 
devifed  were  fully  anfwered.  An 
odium  had  been  fixed  upon  the  peo- 
ple, a  military  force  had  been  lent, 
which  promifed  to  create  the  very  re- 
belHon  he  had  falfely  declared  to'  ex- 
ift,  for  the  purpoie  of  procuring  that 
force. 

The  manner  in  which  he  proceed- 
ed in  his  endeavours  to  Itir  up  re- 
fiftance  and  create  diforders,  is  thus 
defcribed  in  the  narrative  of  the  town, 
and  which  he  has  never,  been  able  to 
cpntradid. 

'  Governor  Bernard,  without  con  - 
fuhing  the  council,  having  given  up 
the  llite  houfe  to  the  troops  at  their 
landing,  they  took  poffeihon  of  the 
chambers  where  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  province  and  the  court  of  law 
held  their  meetings;  and  (except  the 
M  m  2  ^  council 
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Council  chamber)  of  all  other  parts  of 
that  houTe  ;  in  which  they  continued 
a  confiderable  time,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  thofe  courts  v.'hile  they 
fat,  and  of  the  merchants  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  town,  who  had  always 
made  the  lower  floor  of  it  their  ex- 
change. They  had  a  right  fj  to  do, 
as  the  property  of  it  was  in  the  town  ; 
but  they  were  deprived  of  that  right 
by  mere  power. — The  faid  Governor 
foon  after,  by  every  ftratagem  and 
method,  but  a  forcible  entry,  endea- 
voured to  get  poiTefTion  of  the  manu- 
fadory  houfe,  to  make  a  barrack  of 
it  for  the  troops;  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  caufed  it  to  be  befieged  by  the 
troops,  and  the  people  in  it  to  be 
ufed  very  cruelly ;  which  extraor- 
dinary proceedings  created  univerfal 
uneaiinefs,  arifmg  from  the  appre- 
lienflon  that  the  troops,  under  the 
influence  of  fuch  a  man,  would  be 
employed  to  efted  the  moll  dange- 
rous purpofes  :  but  laiiirig  of  that, 
other  houfes  were  procured,  in  which, 
contrary  to  act  of  Parliament,  he 
caufed  the  troops  to  be  quartered. 
After  their  quarters  were  thus  fettled, 
the  main  guard  was  polled  at  one  of 
the  faid  houfes,  direftly  oppofite  to, 
and  not  twelve  yards  from  the  ftate- 
houfe,  (where  the  general  court  and 
all  the  law  courts  for  the  county 
were  held)  with  two  field  pieces 
pointed  to  the  flate-houfe.  This 
fituation  of  the  main  guard  and  field 
pieces  feemed  to  indicate  an  attack 
upon  the  conflitation,  and  a  defiance 
of  law  ;  and  to  be  intended  to  affront 
the  legifiative  and  executive  autho- 
rity of  the  province.' 

The  general  court,  at  the  firfl  f:{- 
fion  alter  the  arrival  of  the  troops, 
viewed  it  in  this  light,  and  applied 
to  Governor  Bernard  to  remove  fuch 
^n  ofi"t'nce,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Dif- 
gufted  at  fuch  an  indignity,  and  at 
the  appearance  of  being  under  du- 
feffe,  they  rtfufed  to  do  bufinefs  in 
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fach  a  fituation,  and  were  removed 
to  another  place,  to  the  great  in- 
convenience of  the  members. 

Befides  this,  the  challenging  the 
inhabitants  by  centinels  ported  in  all 
parts  of  the  town,  occafioned  many 
quarrels  and  great  uneafinefs.  It 
was  fully  proved  againft  Captain 
Wilfon  of  the  59th  Regiment,  that 
he  was  exciting  the  Negroes  of  the 
town  to  take  away  their  m after' s  lives 
and  property,  and  repair  to  the  army 
for  prote<!tion.  To  thcfe  were  ad- 
ded various  outrages,  fuch  as  the  fol- 
diers  attacking  and  infulting  the 
magiftrates  of  the  town,  refcuing 
their  fellows  from  the  peace  officers, 
firing  loaded  mufkets  in  the  ilreets  to 
the  great  alarm  and  danger  of  the 
peaceable  inhabitants,  and  wounding 
perfons  frequently  and  wantonly  with 
their  bnyonets  and  cutbffts. 

Thcfe  infults  and  outrages  did  not, 
however,  produce  the  infurrection 
that  was  wifhed  ;  but  an  humble  pe- 
tition from  the  rcpreibntatives  of  the 
people  to  hi:  Majeily  againfl  the  au- 
thor of  ail  thoie  evils  Governor  Ber- 
nard. 

This  petition  was  voted  the  27th 
of  June  1769.  The  Governor  pro-, 
rogued  the  aiiembly  to  January  loth* 
1770,  and  came  over  to  England. 
On  the  zrth  of  OtStober,  he  prefent- 
ed  a  petition  to  bring  the.  charges 
againft  him  to  a  hearing.  In  the 
mean  time  orders  were  fent  to  the 
iieutennnt-governcr,  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon,  to  pro  ogue  tlie  afiembly  to  the 
14th  of  March,  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly. Notwithftanding  the  agent 
r.-prefented  the  impofnbility  of  the 
afiembly  even  knowing  that  their  pe- 
tition was  to  be  heard,  nruch  lefs 
tranfinilting  evidence  in  fupport  of 
the  allegations  it  contained,  that  this 
impofiibility  was  created  by  the  very 
perfon  accufcd,  and  who,  in  the  face 
of  that,  called  upon  them  to  fupport 
their  charge,  to  which  the  r.gent  ad- 
ded 
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ded  an  humble  prayer,  that  the  hear- 
ing might  be  deferred  till  convenipnt 
time  was  given  for  the  meeting  of  the 
affembly  and  tranfmiffion  of  evidence : 
yet  the  petition  was  ordered  peremp- 
torily to  a  hearing  on  the  zSth  of  Fe- 
bruary, when,  in  default  of  evidence, 
the  feveral  charges  in  it  v/ere  declared 
groundlefs,  vexatious  and  fcandalous, 
and  that  the  petitioning  could  only 
be  with  a  view  of  keeping  up  a  fpirit 
of  clamour  and  difcontent  in  the  faid 
province. 

Thus  the  people  had  the  grief  and 
mortification  to  find,  that  whether 
they  were  the  accufers  or  the  accufed, 
they  were  fure  of  being  ceafured  and 
condemned.  This  man  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  bringing  upon  them  the 
odium  of  difijIFedion  and  rebellion  ; 
he  had  fhut  the  ear  of  the  King  and 
parliament  againil  their  applications 
for  redrefs  of  grievances  i  he  had  con- 
tributed to  the  having  a  military  force 
Tent  to  dragoon  them ;  he  had,  in 
violation  of  an  exprefs  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, quartered  thofe  troops  in  their 
town,  with  every  circumftance  of  in- 
folence  and  outrage  ;  he  had  fubjefied 
them  to  the  intolerable  oppreihon  of 
being  dragged  three  thoufand  miles, 
upon  mere  fufpicion,  to  ftruggle  for 
their  lives  and  property,  witliout 
friends  and  v/ithout  witneiTes,  againil 
all  the  force  of  minillerial  profecution. 
Yet  it  was  conceived  that  to  petition 
againil:  fuch  a  man  could  only  flew 
from  factious  motives,  and  becaufe 
his  own  agency  in  proroguing  the 
affembly  rendered  it  impollible  they 
fhoulJ  even  know  it  was  required  of 
them  to  fupport  their  charges  againil 
him,  thofe  charges  were  pronounced 
groundlefs  and  malicious.  With  the 
feelings  of  men  they  could  not  but  b^ 
fenfibly  aife6led  by  thefe  proceedings, 
which,  to  fpeak  in  the^'language  of 
the  poet,  preaching  to  fiones  would 
make  them  capable. 

To  heighten  the  colouring  of  thcfe 
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tranfaftions,  orders  were  fent  in  177 1 
to  the  Governor,  to  refufe  his  aflent 
to  any  tax  bill  which  fliould  include 
the  commiffioners  of  cufloms.  Thefe 
gentlemen,  whofe  oHicious  and  incen- 
diary zeal  againil  tliat  country  had 
ralfed  them  to  oilice,  were  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  more  than  the  firll  men  in 
this  country,  by  an  exemption  from 
Iharing  in  the  common  burdens  of  the 
community. 

In  J 772,  the  Judges  falaries  were 
ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  extorted 
revenue,  and  not  by  grants  from  the 
reprefentatives  of  tlic  people,  as  had 
been  the  conftant  ufage.  Nothing 
could  alarm  the  people  more  than 
this  cilabliihment,  as  it  llruck  at  once 
at  the  very  root  of  the  impartial  ad- 
minirtration  of  juilice.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Boflon  fay  in  their  addrefs  to 
the  Governor,  that  '*  as  the  judges 
hold  their  places  during  pleafure,  this 
ertabliihiment  was  big  with  the  moll 
fatal  evils." 

Both  Governor  Bernard  and  Go- 
vernor Hutchinfon  had  repeatedly  re- 
prefented  the  difcontent  and  oppofi- 
tion,  as  arifing  from  a  fadious  few 
in  Boiton  ;  and  that  the  province  in 
general  were  averfe  to  their  meafures, 
and  fadsfied  with  their  fituation.  To 
afcertain  the  general  fentimenfs  of 
the  people,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed at  Bollon,  to  rcprefent  their  fenfe 
of  grievances  to  the  reil  of  the  town- 
fliips,  and  take  their  opinion  upon 
them.  Tliis  was  accordingly  done, 
the  2d  of  November  1772.  l^e 
reft  of  the  towns  concurred  moft  una- 
nimoufly  in  the  fame  fenfe  of  grie- 
vances, and  defire  of  having  them  re- 
drcffed. 

On  the  6th  of  January  1773,  Go- 
vernor Hutchinfon,  in  his  fpeech  to 
the  two  Houfes  of  Affembly,  chal- 
lenges them  to  a  controverfy  upon  the 
fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  par- 
liament. The  aifembly,  in  their  an- 
fvver,  take  up  the  queftion  as  a  point 

of 
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ofarguinent  and  fpeculation,  refuting    quemon  praaically.     For  in   MarcH 
his  arguments,  and  controverting  his     foIIowing,_  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta 


oonclufions.  It  was  a  queilion,  which, 
of  themfelves,  they  had  never  ven- 
tured to  agitate,  and  they  entered 
into  it  now,  when  publicly  provoked 
to  it,  with  avowed  reluftance. — *'  We 


tives  tranfmitted  a  letter  to  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  (the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth) in  which  they  thus  ftate  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  which  was 
quellionable  as  to  the  right  and  grie- 


Bave  the  higheft  refpea,"    fay   they,     vpus  in  its  operation. 

"  for  that  auguft  body  the  Parlia-         '^  Your  Lordihip  is  well  acquaint- 

ment,  and  do  not  preiume  to   pre-    ed  with  the  fevcral  ads,  by  which  the 


fcribe  theexadl;  limits  of  its  authority. 
Yet,  with  the  deference  that  is  due 
to  it,  we  arc  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
as  all  human  authority,  in  the_  na- 
ture of  it,  is  and  ought  to  be  limited, 
k  cannot  conllitutionally  extend,  for 
the  reafons  we  have  above  fuggefted, 
to  the  levying  of  taxes  in  any  form 
on  his  Majeily's  fubjefts  of  this  pro- 
vince. Thefe  are  great  and  profound 
queftlons.  It  is  the  grief  of  this 
Houfe,  that  by  the  ill  policy  of  a  late 
injudicious  ndminiilration,  America 
h^  been  driven  into  the  contem- 
plation of  them.  And  we  cannot 
but  e,vprefs  our  concern,  that  your 
Excellency  by  your  fpeech  has  re- 
tiuced  us  to  the  unhappy  alternative, 
either  of  appearing  by  our  filence  to 
aequ-iefce  in  your  Excellency's  fcnti- 
ments,  or  of  thus  freely  difcuffing  this 
point." 

The  mod  charitable  conftruftion  of 
this  conduct  in  the  Governor  is,  that 
it  was  prompted  by  indiicrect  zeal ; 
rjve  moil  probable  conjefture  is,  that 
it  was  a  fnare  laid  for  the  two  Houfes 
to  draw  them  into  fuch  a  denial  of 
the  fupreme  legiflative  authvority  of 
this  country,  as  might  cxpofs  them 
to  its  utmoft  indignation.  Whether 
it  arofe  from  malice  or  indifcrction, 
moll  certainly  it  was  courting  the 
difc.ufllon  of  a  queilion  which  com- 
mon fenfe  and  common  honefty  would 
have  wifhed  to  cover  with  a  facred 
and  impenetrable  veil.     But  the  two 


Britifh  Parliament  have  thought  pro- 
per, within  a  few  years  pall,  to  raife 
a  revenue  in  America,  without  our 
cpnfent.  The  many  and  weighty 
reafons  againft,  and  objeftions  to 
thofe  adls,  are  fo  well  known  and  un- 
derftood  by  your  Lordfhip,  that  we 
fhall  not  take  o£F  your  attention  to 
the  great  affairs  ot  the  nation,  by 
particularly  mentioning  them  at  this 
time  :  we  only  beg  leave  to  fay  that 
we  apprehend  they  tend  to  injure  our 
commerce  and  fubvert  our  liberties, 
and  therefore  are  unjuft,  impolitic, 
and  deftrudive  of  the  real  intereft  of 
the  whole  emp're.^* 

The  lame  temper  and  moderation 
appears  in  the  letter  addreifed  by  both 
Houfes  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Province  of  the  Majachufetts-Bay , 
June  29th,  1773. 
My  Lord,'' 
*'  I'he  re-eftabli{hment  of  the  union 
and  harmony  that  formerly  fubfilled 
between  Great-Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies is  earneitly  to  be  wifhed  by  the 
friends  of  both.  As  your  Lordihip 
is  one  of  them,  the  two  Houfes  of  the 
Affembly  of  this  province  beg  leave 
to  addrel's  you.  The  original  caufes 
of  the  interruption  of  that  union  and 
harmony  may  probably  be  found  in 
the  letters  lent  from  hence  to  admi- 
niilration,  and  to  other  gentlemen  of 
influence  in  parliament,  fince  the  ap- 
pointment of  Sir  Francis  Bernard  to 
the  government  of  this  province  ;  and 


HoAifes,  though  compelled  into  the  there  is  great  reafon  to  apprehend, 
dirculhon  of  the  right  as  a  fpeculative  that  he  and  his  coadjutors  originally 
point,  had  no  idea  of  drawing  it  into  re- 

*The  Right  Hun.  the  E;'.rl  of  Dartmouth, 
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commended  and  laid  the  plans  for  the 
eftablifhing  the  American  revenue, 
out  of  which  they  expelled  large  ili- 
pends  and  appointments  for  them- 
felves,  and  which,  through  their  in- 
ilrumentality,  has  been  the  occafion 
of  all  the  evils  that  have  fmce  taken 
place. 

*'  When  we  had  humbly  addrefTed 
his  Majelly,  and  petitioned  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  reprefenting 
our  grievances,  and  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  revenue  arts,  the  like 
inllruments,  and  probably  the  fame, 
exerted  themfelves  to  prevent  thofe 
petitions  being  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jelly  and  the  Parliament,  or  to  fruf- 
trate  the  prayer  of  them.  Of  this 
we  have  jull  had  fomc  new  and  unex- 
pefted  evidence  from  original  letters 
of  Governor  Hutchinfon  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Oliver;  in  which 
the  former  particularly  and  exprefsly, 
by  his  letter  of  the  loth  of  Decem- 
ber 1768,  endeavoured,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  Governor  Bernard,  to  fruf- 
trate  a  petition  of  a  number  of  the 
council  for  the  repealing  thofe  adls, 
and  to  procure  his  Majelly's  cenfure 
on  the  petitioners  -,  and  the  letters 
of  the  latter,  by  the  difadvantageous 
idea  conveyed  by  them  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Aifembiy,  manifeflly  tend- 
ed to  create  a  prejudice  againil  any 
petitions  coming  from  a  body  of  fuch 
a  character;  and  his  letter  of  the 
nth  of  May  176S  in  particular, 
mentions  the  petition  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  to  his  Majelty, 
and  their  letters  to  divers  noble 
Lords,  with  fuch  circumllances  as 
had  a  tendency  to  defeat  the  petition, 
and  render  the  letters  of  no  effect. 

'*  It  is  now  manifeft,  my  Lord, 
what  pradices  and  arts  have  been 
ufed  to  miflead  adminiilration,  both 
in  the  iirft  propofal  of  American  re- 
venue adls,  and  in  the  continuance 
of  them  :    but   when   they   had   loft 
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their  force,  and  there  appeared,  un- 
der the  influence  of  your  Lordihip,  a 
difpofition  in  Parliament  to  repeal 
thofe  afts,  his  Excellency  Governor 
Hutchinfon,  in  his  fpeech  at  the 
opening  of  the  lalt  feiTion  of  the  ge- 
neral court,  was  pleafed  to  throw  out 
new  matter  for  contention  and  de- 
bate, and  to  call  on  the  two  Houfes, 
in  fach  a  prefling  manner  as  amount- 
ed to  little  Ihort  of  a  challenge  to 
anfwer  him.  Into  fuch  a  dilemma 
were  they  brought  by  the  fpeech, 
that  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
giving  fuch  anfwers  to  it  as  they  did, 
or  having  their  condudl  conltrued 
into  an  acquiefcence  with  the  doc- 
trines contained  in  it,  which  would 
have  been  an  implicit  acknowledg- 
ment that  the  province  was  in  a  liate 
of  fubjertion  differing  very  little  from 
llavery.  The  anfwers  were  the  effeA 
of  neceffity,  and  this  neceliity  occa- 
fioned  great  grief  to  the  two  Houfes. 
The  people  of  this  province,  my 
Lord,  are  true  and  faithful  fubjedls 
of  his  Majefty,  and  think  themfelves 
happy  in  their  connedion  with  Great 
Britain. 

''  They  would  rejoice  at  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  harmony  and  good  will 
that  once  fabfiUed  between  the  pa-  ' 
rent  Hate  and  tliem  :  but  it  is  in  vain 
to  expert:  this  happinefs  during  the 
continuance  of  their  grievances,  and 
while  the  charter  rights,  one  after 
another,  are  wrefied  from  them.  A- 
mong  thefc  rights  is  the  fupporting 
of  the  officers  of  the  crown  by  arantt 
from  the  affembly ;  and  in  an  efpe- 
cial  manner,  tlie  fupporting  of  the 
judges  in  the  fame  way,  on  whofe 
judgment  the  province  is  dependent 
in  the  moit  important  cafes,  of  Vuq, 
liberties,  and  property.  If  warrants 
have  not  yet  been,  or  if  they  already 
have  been  iffued,  we  earneitlv  be'cj- 
the  favour  of  your  Lordlkip's  inter^ 
pofuion   to  fupprefs  cr   rccal  them. 
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If  your  Lordjhip  Jkould  condefcend  to  ajk 
wJhat  are  the  means  ofrejiorbig  the  har- 
mony fo  much  dejiredy  ive  Jhould  anfkver 
in  a  "word,  that  'we  are  hu?nbly  of 
ppiniofiy  if  things  nvere  brought  to  the 
general  fate  in  nvhich  they  food  at  the 
conclujion  of  the  late  nvary  it  'vjould  re- 
Jlore  the  happy  hartnony  n^hich  at  that 
time  fuhjijicd, 

**  Your  Lordfliip's  appointment  to 
be  principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  American  department  has  given 
the  colonies  the  higheil  fatisfadion. 
They  think  it  a  happy  omen,  and 
that  it  will  be  produtlive  of  Ameri- 
can tranquility,  confiftent  with  their 
rights  as  Britiih  Subjeds.  The  two 
Houfes  humbly  hope  for  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  influence  to  bring  about  fo 
happy  an  event,  and  in  the  mean 
time  they  can  with  full  confidence  re- 
ly on  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  machi- 
nations of  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  and 
other  known  enemies  of  the  peace  of 
Great-Britain  and  her  colonies,  will 
not  be  AifFered  to  prevent  or  delay  it. 

**  This  letter  which  has  been  a- 
greed  on  by  both  Houfes,  is  in  their 
name,  and  by  their  order,  figned  and 
tranfmitted  to  your  Lordilnp,  h^] ,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordfliip's  mofi  obedient, 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

Tho.  Flucker,  Secretary." 
(COPY.) 

Inthemean  time  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  have  omitted  no  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  their  griefs  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  with  the  moll:  humble 
iupplications  for  relief. 

Their  petition  to  the  King  in  1772 
fpeaks  thus : — **  The  inhabitants  of 
this  province  had  long  (hared  in  the 
bleffings  of  good  government  under 
the  mild  adrniniilration  of  your  iVia- 
jelty  and  your  royal  predecelTors,  until 
your  Britifli  Parliament  iaw  tit  to 
pafs  divers  acls  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue  in  America, 
V, ithout  the  confeut  of  your   fubjc0i5 
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inhabiting  therein.  It  was  this  that 
filled  the  m.inds  of  your  fubjedls  of 
this  province  with  difcontent ;  being 
grieved  that  your  Majefty's  council 
fhould  ddvife  to  a  mcafure,  which  in 
a  great  degree  deprives  them  of  the 
right,  and  liberties  of  free  and  natu- 
ral fabjedls  granted  to  them  by  the 
charter.  The  Houfe  of  Repreienta- 
tives  did,  in- the  year  1768,  dcmon- 
Ilrate  to  your  Majefty  this  grievous 
infraction  of  their  deareit  rights  of 
Englifhmen.  Our  hearts  are  too 
deeply  impreffed  with  loyalty  and 
afFedion  to  your  Majefly's  pcrfon  and 
family  to  imagine,  tliat  a  failure  of 
the  redrefs  then  prayed  for,  can  be 
imputed  to  any  want  of  paternal  re- 
gard in  your  royal  mind  for  all  your 
fubjeds.  It  becomes  us  rather  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  petition  and  complaint, 
unfortunately  for  us,  did  not  reach 
the  throne.'* 

They  repeat  the  fame  fubjeft  of 
complaint  in  their  petition  of  1773, 
in  thefe  words  :  '*  The  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain,  in  which  your  fub- 
jecls  here  are  not  aad  cannot  be  rz- 
prefented,  hath  exercifcd  a  power  of 
raifing  a  revenue  within  the  province, 
to  the  great  grief  and  diilrefs  of 
your  Majelly's  people,  and,  we  con- 
ceie\'e,  in  repugnance  to  the  royal 
charter.  Your  petitioners  did,  at 
the  lail  feflion  of  this  aflembly, 
make  their  humble  fupplication  to 
your  Majeily,  praying  the  interpo- 
fition  of  your  royal  clemency  for 
the  redrefs  of  their  grievances  ;  but 
v^e  know  not  whether  our  petition 
was  ever  laid  before  your  Majef- 
ty." 

Bcfides  the  caufes  of  uneafinefs  and 
irritation  already  mentioned,  fundry 
inltrudions  have  been  fent  to  the  go- 
vernor of  this  province,  fince  the 
year  1770,  which  tended  to  ke^p  the 
people  in  continual  alarm  anddilcon- 
tv'ju.     The  nature  of  thefe  inltruc- 
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tions  is  full  explained  in  the  fbllow- 
ing  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth. 

"  We  cannot  refrain  from  exprefT- 
ing  our  ilrongell  apprehenfions,   that 
the  inrtruftions  which  have  of  late  been 
given   to  the  governor  by  the  mini- 
il:ry,  if  perfilled  in,  will  entirely  de- 
ftroy  our  liberties,  and  fubvert  our 
happy  conftiiution.     In  pariuance  of 
inilruclions,  the  garrifon  of  our  prin- 
cipal   fortrefs,    Caille- William,    has 
been   withdrawn,    and  a  garrifon   of 
his    Majeliy's   regular    troops,    over 
whom  the  governor  has  declared  he 
has  no  controul,  placed  in  their  Head. 
By  this  means  the  governor  has  no 
longer    that    command    of  this    for- 
trefs, which  he  is  vefied  v/ith   by  the 
royal  charter.      Upon   this  occalion 
we  would  refer  it  to  your  Lordfliip's 
confideration,  vv'hether  the  ertablifh- 
ment   of  the  office,   and  power  of  a 
military    commander    in    chief,    not 
fubordinate  to,  but  independent  of, 
r.ncontrouled   by,    and   in    fome   i'n- 
ftances   fuperfeding   the    power   and 
authorities    already    granted    to    the 
governors  and  captains-general  of  the 
provinces,  with  a  jurifdiclion  extend- 
ing   over    the    whole    continent    of 
America,  is   not  repugnant  to    lavv^ 
'and    to    the    principles    of  prudence 
and   found  policy;  and  muft   not  be 
very  alarming  to  all  thofe  who  have 
any  regcsd   for  the  liberties  of  the 
conllitution   either  of  Great-Britain, 
or  of  the  colonies. 

*'  By  virtue  of  inftru£tions,  the 
honourable  his  Majelly's  council  are 
forbid  to  meet  and  tranfacl  matters 
of  a  public  concern,  as  a  council 
of  advice  to  the  governor,  unlefs 
called  by  the  governor;  and  if  they 
Ihould  fo  meet  at  any  time,  the  go- 
vernor is  ordered  to  negative  them  at 
the  next  eledion. 

"  Notwith  (landing  the  charter  fA- 
ly  authorifes  and  empowers  the  gene- 
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ral  court  to  impofe  and  levy  propor- 
tionable   and    reafonable    rates    and 
taxes  upon  the  eftates  and  perfons  of 
all  and  every  the  proprietors  and  in- 
habitants of  the  province,    yet   the 
Governor  has  been  inftrucled  not  to 
give  his  confent  to  any  law  or  laws, 
by  which  the  commiffioners,  or  any 
perfon  employed  in  the  King's   fer- 
vice,  whole  offices  have  no  peculiar 
relation   to   this   province,    Ihall   be 
taxed.     This  we  conceive  is  repug- 
nant to  the  privilege  granted  by  char- 
ter, which  makes   the  general  court 
the  only  proper  judges,  who  are  to 
be    exempted   from    taxes. — By    in- 
ftruftion  alio,  the  Governor  is  forbid 
to  give  his  confent,  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  to  any  vote  or  order 
for  the  payment  of  any  falary  or  al- 
lowance to  any  perfon  or  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  the  affairs  of  the 
province    in    Great    Britain,    other 
than  fuch  as   ihall  be  thereunto  ap- 
pointed by  an  adl  of  the  whole  legif- 
lature,  or  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  to  which  the  Gover- 
nor   and    council    refpedively    have 
given  their   concurrence.     Of  what 
fervice  can   fuch  an   agent  be  to  the 
province,    efpeciaily    while    matters 
which  fo  nearly  affedl  the  very  funda- 
mentals  cf  the    conltitution    are   in 
difpute.     For  if  he  muft  receive  his 
inftruflions  from  all  the  branches  of 
the    legiflature,    as    may,    and    un- 
doubtedly v.ill  be  iniified  on,  can  it 
be  expelled  they  will  agree  in  a  fee 
of  inftruftions  in  our  prefent  critical 
fituation  ?  If  it  ihould   be   faid   that 
either  branch  would  have  a  right  ta 
inilrudl  the  agent  feparately,  yet  it 
may  happen,  efpeciaily  if  the  agent 
be  equally  obliged  to  purfue  his  in- 
I'lfuclions  from  each  branch,  that  in 
the  moll  important  matters  the  in- 
ilruclions  will  be  v^irious  and  contra- 
diflory,    which    m.uir  totally  deprive 
us  of  any  beneiit  from  his  agency,  in 
all    fuch  cafes.     In   ihort,   it  is  de- 
N  n  feating 
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feating  us  of  every  valuble  purpofe, 
as  we  conceive,  that  might  accrue  to 
the  province  by  an  agent  at  the  court 
of  Great  Britain.  Moreover,  with 
fuch  an  agent,  under  the  direction  of 
the  three  branches,  will  it  not  be 
utterly  impradicable  for  the  aifembly 
ever  to  lay  before  their  Sovereign 
their  complaints  againft  the  corrupt 
and  arbitrary  adminiilration  of  a 
Governor  ?  Self-defence,  my  Lord, 
whether  it  regard  individuals  or  bo- 
dies of  men,  is  the  firfl  law  of  na- 
ture. The  right  of  defence  includes 
all  means  requifite  and  proper  for 
that  defence,  and  confequently  a 
right  to  appoint  and  fupport  their 
own  defenderx  It  muO:  therefore  ap- 
pear, that  the  houie  has,  more  efpe- 
cially  when  their  deareft  rights  are  at 
ftake,  a  clear  and  juft  right  to  ap- 
point an  agent  for  themfelves,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  Gover- 
nor. 

*'  It  muH:  be  apparent  to  your 
Lordiliip,  that  while  our  judges  hold 
their  commiflions  during  pleafure 
only,  if  they  are  to  receive  their  fup- 
port from  the  crown,  independent 
of  the  free  grants  of  tlie  people,  they 
will  be  dependent  on  the  crown  both 
for  their  places  and  fupport ;  and  we 
fhould  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip*s 
confideration,  whether  this  be  not  a 
fituation  in  which  no  man  could  wilh 
to  be,  who  is  properly  imprclled 
with  a  fenfe  of  human  d-:pravicy,  or 
who  has  a  due  regard  for  juidce.  In 
fuch  a  cafe,  what  decifion>  mufc  the 
people  cxpedt,  when  the  oifpute  lies 
between  prerogative  and  privilege? 

*'  We  beg  your  Lord(hip's  candid 
attention  to  the  unhaj'py  circim- 
ftancts  of  the  province:  and  hope  the 
rcprefenti.t'o  1  we  have  made  uf  cur 
grievances  will  nec;t  with  a  favoura- 
ble recep-'-ti.  The  colonies  are  far 
from  beiiig  infenficle  of  tntir  h;-.ppi- 
nefs,  in  he.\K\y  connedled  with  the 
mother  country,  and  of  the  mutual 


benefits  derived  from  it ;  and  ftiall  at 
all  times  efteem  it  our  glory  to  culti- 
vate, as  far  as  our  influence  may 
extend,  the  warmeft  fentiments  of 
loyalty  and  aftedtion  to  his  Majelty, 
and  to  promote  a  happy  union  and 
harmony  between  the  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  thofe  of  the  colo- 
nies. We  are  greatly  aggrieved. 
We  think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty 
to  point  out  to  your  Lordfhip  our  grie- 
vances ;  we  have  frequently  done  it 
heretofore  to  adminiilration.  We 
have  failed  of  fuccefs.  Inftead  of 
being  relieved,  our  grievances  have 
been  increafed*  Our  conllituents 
are  jullly  and  univerfally  alarmed, 
and  filled  with  anxious  concern  at  the 
prefcnt  pofitue  of  affairs." 

It  is  proper  to  fay  a  fmgle  word 
about  agency,  Mr.  De  Berdt  was 
appointed  by  the  Houfe  only,  7th 
November  1765  ;  he  was  admitted, 
without  the  leall  queilion,  as  agent, 
at  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  dif- 
ferent adminifirations,  and  Gover- 
nor Bernard  gave  his  afTent  to  a 
Bill  for  paying  his  falary  fo  late 
as  the  year  1768.  It  happened  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  agent  foon 
after  to  convey  the  complaints  of 
his  conftituents  to  the  throne,  both 
againft  the  minifter  and  the  go- 
vernor. In  this  bufincfs  a  faithful 
honeft  agent  was  found  exceedingly 
troublefome.  Such  reprcfentations 
were  therefore  made  by  the  gover- 
nor, and  fuch  inftruclions  fcnt  by 
the  minifter,  as  incapacitated  the 
Honfe  from  paying  tlieir  agent,  un- 
lefs  thev  would  have  cnf  approved 
of  by  the  very  ptrfons  againll  whom 
it  might  be  his  du  y  to  ad.  This 
me.^fure  needs  no  comment.  It  is 
not  in  human  depravity  to  devife 
an  a6l  of  more  grofs  injalH'..e,  than 
that  of  debarring  men  of  the  means 
of  defending  themfelves  when 
cufed,  or  of  complaining  when 
jured. 

With 
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With  all  thefe  repeated  difap- 
pointments  and  accumulated  grie- 
vances rankling  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives  received,  through  the  hands 
of  their  agent,  fome  original  let- 
ters written  by  their  Governor  and 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  perfons  of 
influence  in  England.  Thefe  let- 
ters contained  a  moll  unfavourable 
repre.entation  of  the  principles  and 
proceedings  of  the  people,  and  of 
their  reprefentatives.  They  called 
for  punifhment  upon  individuals, 
and  rellraints  upon  the  whole  by 
an  abridgement  of  their  liberties. 
The  means  of  altering  the  char- 
ter, and  of  new  modelling  the  con- 
iljtution  of  the  colony,  fo  ns  to  ren- 
der the  crown  abfolute,  were  point- 
ed out  with  a  malignant  ability. 
Strong  injundions  were  added  of 
the  neceflity  of  finding  out  fome 
way,  *'to  TAKE  OFF  the  original 
incendiaries,"  left  they  fhould  *'  con- 
tinue to  inftil  their  poifon  into  the 
minds  of  the  people." 

Thefe  letters  were  read  with  grief, 
aftonifhment,  and  indignation.  The 
people  viewed  the  writers  of  them 
in  the  moil:  criminal  light.  They 
confidered  them  as  the  intentional 
anthors  of  all  their  paft  calamities, 
and  the  enemies  of  their  future 
peace  and  happinefs.  What  aggra-  , 
vated  the  crime  was,  that  thefe  men 
were  their  countrymen,  had  always 
profelTed  the  warmeft  wifhes  for  the 
welfare  of  the  province  and  of  the 
people  ;  and  in  confequence  of  thofe 
profefiions,  had  obtained  their  high- 
eft  confidence  and  refpeft.  This 
charafter  was  peculiarly  competent 
vv,  one  of  the  letter  writers.  He 
was  the  ^traffcrd  of  his  time.  The 
fecret  manner  in  which  the  letters 
had  been  conveyed,  made  the  trea- 
chery tenfold  more  terrible  and  offen= 
»ve. 

Xlie    Houfe    of    Reprefentatives 
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voted  an  humble  petition  to  the 
King  for  the  removal  of  thefe  go- 
vernors, "  who  had  rendered  them- 
felvesjuf^ly  obnoxious  to  the  people, 
and  entirely  loft  their  confidence." — 
His  Majefty's  council  in  the  pro- 
vince refolved,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  would  be  for  his  iVIajefty's  fervdce, 
and  the  yeace  of  the  province  to  re- 
move them. 

This  petition  was  heard  before 
a  Committfe  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Privy  Council,  where  an  illiberal 
lawyer  was  hired  and  permitted  to 
abule  the  petitioners  and  their  agent, 
in  the  grofleft  terms  fcurrility  could 
invent  ;  and  the  Lords  reported, 
*'  That  the  petition  was  ground- 
lefs,  vexatious  and  fcandalous,  and 
calculated  only  for  the  feditious  pur- 
pofes  of  keeping  up  a  fpitit  of  cla- 
mour and  difcontent  in  the  pro- 
vince. That  nothing  had  been  laid 
before  them  which  did  or  could,  \\\ 
their  opinion,  in  any  manner,  or  in 
any  degree  impeach  the  honour,  in- 
tegrity or  condu£l  of  the  governor  or 
lieutenant  governor." 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  that  Mr. 
Hutchinfon,  in  his  hiftory,  has  de- 
fcribed  his  own  fituation  in  that  of 
Governor  Dudley,  in  the  year  1705. 
'■^-  The  people  (fays  he)  in  general, 
looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy,  nevii 
to  the  privileges  of  the  new  char- 
ter. Sir  Henry  ,  ijl?iirji  procured  an 
original  letter,  wrote  by  the  gover- 
nor's fon  Paidy  who  was  then  Attor- 
ney general,  to  Mr.  Floyd,  and  fent 
it  to  Ne^v  England,  in  which  were 
thefe  expreffions,  the  go~jernment  and 
col  ledge  are  difpofed  of  here  in  chhnney 
corners,  and  pri^uats  meetings y  as  con- 
jidently  as  can' he — I'his  country  <vjill 
ne-uer  he  nvorth  Uvi:2g  in,  for  gen- 
tlemen and  la-uoyerSy  till  the  charter 
is  taken  a^vay.  Copies  were  dif- 
perfed  about  the  province,  and  the 
letter  was  foon  after  printed." 
N  n  z  .Sir 
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Sir  Henry  Afhurft  was  agent  for 
the  province,  and  a  man  of  high 
charafter,  credit,  and  honour.  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  pafTes  no  cenfure  on  this 
ndion,  neither  does  it  appear  to  have 
been  cenlured  at  the  time.  Not  that 
Wedderburn3  were  wanting,  but  that 
the  times  did  not  countenance  their 
Icurrility.  ^ 

In  December  1773,  a  large  quan- 
tity of  tea,  fhipped  by  the  Eaft 
India  company,  with  the  duty  im- 
pofed  by  Parliament  to  be  paid  in 
America,  arrived  at  Bofton.  All 
the  colonics  to  v/hich  the  tea  under 
the  fame  circumftances  was  deiiined, 
had  publicly  refolved  that  it  fhould 
not  be  admitted.  The  diredors  of 
the  Eaft  Indi^  company  had  been 
forewarned  of  its  fate,  and  an  offer 
made  before  it  was  fhipped  to  pay 
the  duty  here.  But  the  tea  was 
defined  to  produce  the  commotions 
it  occafioncd,  and  the  offer  was  re- 
jeaed.  The  people  met  in  Boilbn, 
and  infilled  on  the  tea  being  fent 
back.  The  governor  refufed  to  per- 
mit the  fhip  to  return,  upon  which 
ibme  perfons  in  difguife  deftroyed 
it  in  the  night.  It  is  manil^fl  that 
the  governor  intended  to  urge  them 
to  this  extremity,  or  elfe  he  would 
have  afted,  as  General  Haldimand 
wntes  he  cxpcfled  Governor  Trycn 
would  do,  **  to  prevent  dangerous 
extremities,  rather  chufe  to  permit 
the  teas  ihould  be  fent  back  to  Eng- 
land." The  fame  was  permitted 
at  Philadelphia,  and  the  tea  adu- 
ally  fent  back  on  the  27th  of  De- 
cember. Gerreral  Kaldimand  declares 
this  was  the  determination  of  every 
colony.  '*  The  fevcral  governors 
(fivs  he)  of  other  p'rovinces,  will 
undoubtedly  make  your  Lordfliip 
acquaifited  with  the  oppofition  in- 
tended, and  made  in  their  refpec- 
tive  governments  agninll  the  land- 
ing the  tea;   the  whole'  proceeding 
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from  an  almoft  unanimous  refolution 
not  to  pay  any  new  duties  or  taxes 
laid  by  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain." 

Governor  Hutchinfon's  fon  and 
his  near  relation  were  the  coniignees 
of  the  tea,  and  the  perfons  moil  in- 
terelled  in  the  fale  of  it.  As  the 
coniignees  had  refufed  to  refign  the 
tea,  their  v.'indov/s  were  broke  by 
the  mob.  Upon  this  they  applied  to 
his  Majeily's  council  for  proteiHon, 
who  came  to  the  following  report 
upon  the  application. 

"  In  council  Nov.  27,  1773,  ^^^^ 
petition  of  Richard  Clark,  Efq ; 
and  others  (to  whom  the  Eail  India 
company  have  conligned  a  quantity 
of  their  tea)  being  referred  to  this 
day,  the  fame  was  taken  up ;  and 
after  long  debates,  Mr.  Danforth, 
Mr.  Bowdoin,  Mr.  Dexter,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee tliereon,  who  reported,  and 
the  report  after  debate  was  referred 
for  further  confideration  to  Monday 
next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

"  Monday,  Nov,  29,  1773.  The 
faid  report  v/as  again  conlldered,  and 
after  fome  amendment  unanirnouily 
agreed  to.     It  is  as  follows : 

"■  Previous  to  the  confideration 
'  of  the  petition  before  the  Board, 
they  would  make  a  few  obfervations 
occafioned  by  the  fubjedl  of  it.  The 
fituatio'n  of  things  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colotiies  has  been 
for  fome  years  pail  very  unhappy. 
Parliament  on  the  one  hand  has 
been  taxing  the  colonies,  and  they 
on  the  other  have  been  petition- 
ing and  remonilrating  againll  it ; 
apprehending  they  have  conftitution- 
ally  an'  exdulive  right  of  taxing 
thcmfelves,  and  that  without  fuch 
a  right  their  condition  would  be 
b'lr  little  better  than  ilavery.  Pol- 
ioiied  of  theic  lentiments,  every  new 
me.vi'ure  of  Parliament,    tending   to 
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cftabliih  and  confirm  a  tax  on  them, 
renews  and  increafes  their  diftrefs ; 
and  it  is  particularly  increafed  by  the 
a6l  lately  made,  empowering  the 
Eaft  India  company  to  ihip  their  tea 
to  America. 

*'  This  ad  in  a  commercial  view 
they  think  introdudlve  of  m.ono- 
polies_,  and  tending  to  bring  on 
them  the  extenfive  evils  thence  arif- 
ing  :  but  their  great  objedlion  to 
it  is  from  its  being  manifeftly  in- 
tended (though  that  intention  is  not 
expreffed  therein)  more  effe<5lual!y 
to  fecure  the  payment  of  the  duty 
on  tea,  laid  by  an  a6l  pa/Ted  in  the 
7  th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  in- 
titied,  '  An  acl  for  granting  certain 
duties  in  the  Britifli  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  America;'  which  aft 
in  its  operation  deprives  the  colo- 
nills  of  the  right  above-mentioned 
{the  exclufive  right  of  taxing  them- 
felves)  which  they  hold  to  be  fo 
eiTential  an  one,  that  it  cannot  be 
taken  away,  or  given  up,  without 
their  being  degraded,  or  degrading 
themfelves  below  the  charatler  of 
men.  It  not  only  deprives  them 
of  that  right,  but  en  ads  that  the 
monies  arifing  from  the  duties  grant- 
ed by  it  may  be  applied  *'  as  his 
Majcily  or  his  fucceiTors  fhall  think 
proper  or  neceifary,  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  the  fuppcrt  of  the 
civil  government,  within  all  or  any 
of  the  faid  colonies  and  planta- 
tions." 

"  This  claufe  of  the  aft  has  al- 
ready operated  in  fome  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  in  this  colony  in  particular, 
vvith  regard  to  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  and  thereby  has  ope- 
rated in  diminution  of  its  charter 
rights,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  good 
people  of  it,  v/ho  have  been,  and 
iUli  are,  greatly  alarmed  by  repeated 
reports,  that  it  is  to  have  a  further 


C   U   M   E   N  T   S.  277 

operation  with  refpeft  to  the  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice,  which  would  not  only 
be  a  further  diminution  of  thole 
rights,  but  tend  in  all  conftitutional 
queflions,  and  in  many  other  cafes 
of  importance,  to  bias  the  judges 
againft  the  fubjcft.  ,  They  humbly 
rely  on  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of 
his  Majefty  for  the  reltitution  and 
prefervation  of  thofe  rights. 

'*  This  Ihort  ftate  of  fads  the 
Board  thought  neceiTary  to  be  given, 
to  fhcw  the  caufe  q^I  the  prefent  great 
uneaftnefs,  which  Is  not  confined  to 
this  neighbourhood,  but  is  general 
and  extenfive.  The  people  think 
their  exclufive  right  of  taxing  them- 
felves by  their  reprefentatives  in- 
fringed and  violated  by  the  a6l  above- 
mentioned  ;  tiiat  the  new  a-fl,  em- 
powering the  Eaft  India  company 
to  import  their  tea  into  America, 
confirms  that  violation,  and  is  a 
new  effort,  not  only  more  effedlu- 
ally  to  fecure  the  payment  of  the 
tea  duty,  but  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  enhancing  it ;  and  in  a  like 
way,  if  this  lliould  fucceed,  to  lay 
other  taxes  on  America;  that  it  is 
in  its  attendants  and  confequences 
ruinous  to  the  liberties  and  proper- 
ties of  themfelves,  and  their  porte- 
rity ;  that  as  their  nunierous  peti- 
tions for  relief  have  been  rejected, 
the  faid  new  acl  demonftrates  an 
unwillingnefs  in  miniftry  that  par- 
liament Ihould  grant  them  relief; 
that  this  is  the  fource  of  their  dif- 
tfefs  that  borders  on  defpair;  and 
that  they  knovs^  not  where  to  apply 
for  relief. 

"  Thefe  being  the  fentiments  of 
the  people,  it  is  become  the  indif- 
penfable  duty  of  the  Board  to  men- 
tion them,  that  the  occafion  of  the 
late  demands  on  Mr.  Clark  and 
others  (the  agents  for  the  Eaft  India 
company)  and  of  the  confequent  dif- 
turbances. 
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turban  CCS,  might  appear:  and  we 
mention  them,  not  to  julHfy  thofe 
difturbances,  the  authors  of  which 
we  have  adviled  fhould  be  profecuted, 
but  to  give  a  jiift  idea  of  the  rife  of 
then?. 

"  On  this  pccafion,  jullice  impels 
us  to  declare,  that  the  people  of  this 
town  and  province,  though  they  have 
a  high  fenfe  of  liberty,  derived  from 
the  manners,  the  example  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  mother  country,  have, 
till  the  late  parliamentary  taxations 
of  the  dblonies,  been  as  free  from 
difturbances  as  any  people  v/hat- 
cver. 

"This  i-eprefentation  the  board 
thought  necefTary  to  be  made  prior  to 
their  taking  notice  of  the  petition  of 
the  agents  above-mentioned ;  to  the 
confideration  qF  whieh  they  now  pro- 
ceed. 

'*  The  petitioners  'beg  leave  to 
refign  themfelves,  and  the  property 
p^mmitted  to  their  care,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency and  the  board,  as  guardians 
and  proteflors  of  the  people,  pray- 
ing that  nieafures  may  be  direfted  to 
for  the  landing  and  fecuring  the  tea, 
&c.*  With  regard  to  the  perfonal 
proteftion  of  the  petitioners,  the 
board  have  not  been  informed,  that 
they  have  applied  f^r  it  to  any  of 
the  juftices  of  the  peace ;  within  whofe 
department  it  is  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners,  and  of 
all  other  breaches  of  the  peace ;  they 
being  veiled  by  law  with  all  the  au- 
thority neceflary  for  the  protcftion  of 
bis  Majefty's  fubjeds.  In  the  prin- 
cipal inilance  of  abufe,*  of  which 
tliey  complain,  the  board  have  ahea- 
dy  advifed,  that  the  authors  fliould 
be  profecuted  according  to  law;  and 
they  do  advife  the  fame  in  the 
Other  inftances  mentioned  in  their  pe- 
tition. 

"  With  regard  to  the  tea  commit- 
ted to  the  care  of  the  petitioners,  the 

•  Seme  of  their  windows  were  broken. 
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board  have  no  authority  to  take  either 
that  or  any  other  merchandize  out  of 
their  ca^-e  ;  and  fhould  they  do  it, 
or  give  any  order  or  advice  concern- 
ing it,  and  a  lofs  enfae,  they  appre- 
hend they  fhould  make  themfelves  re- 
fponfiblc  for  it.  With  refped  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  "  that  mea- 
fures  may  be  directed  to  for  landing 
and  fecuring  the  tea,"  the  board 
would  obferve  on  it,  that  the  duty  on 
the  tea  becomes  payable,  and  muft  be 
paid,  or  fecured  to  be  paid,  on  its 
being  landed.  And  fhould  they  di- 
re6l  or  advife  to  any  msafure  for 
landing  it,  they  would  of  courfe  ad- 
vife to  a  meafure  for  procuring  the 
payment  of  the  duty,  and  therefore 
be  advifmg  to  a  meafure  inconfiftent 
with  the  declared  fentiment  of  both 
Houfes  in  the  laft  winter  feiTion  of 
the  general  court,  whici*  they  appre- 
hend to  be  altogether  inexpedient  and 
improper, 

"  The  board,  however,  on  this  oc- 
caiion  afTure  your  Excellency,  that  as 
they  have  feen,  with  regret,  fome 
late  difturbnnceF,  and  have  advifed  to 
the  profctuting  th,e  authors  of  them, 
fo  they  will,  in  all  legal  method?, 
endeavour,  to  the  utmoic  of  their  pow- 
er, to  prevent  them  in  future. 

*'  Whereupon  advifed.  That  his 
Excellency  renew  his  orders  to  his 
Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace,  fherifFs, 
and  other  peace  officers,  to  exert 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  the 
prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order, 
and  for  preventing  all  offences  againft 
the  law." 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  1774, 
the  whole  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
waited  on  tlie  governor  with  a  fecond 
petition,  for  the  removal  of  the  chief 
juftice,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  in- 
capable, by  accepting  a  falary  from, 
the  crown,  at  whofe  will  he  alfo  held 
his  place.  They  fay,  "  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  pleafe  to  confider  that 
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this  Houfe  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  general  fenfe  of  their  conllituents 
in  this  matter;  and  we  can  now  af- 
fure  you,  that  the  continuance  of 
the  chief  juf!:ice  in  his  place,  will 
increafe  the  uneafmefs  of  the  people 
without  doors,  and  endanger  the  pub- 
lic tranquility.  We  therefore  ear- 
neftly  intreat  your  Excellency,  that 
while  we  are  in  this  inllance  em- 
ploying the  powers  with  which  we 
are  entrufted  in  promoting  the  tran- 
quillity and  good  order  of  govern- 
ment, '  we  may,'  agreeably  lo  your 
declaration  in  your  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes,  '  lind  ti.at  you  are  ready  to 
give  your  con  fen  t  to  a  requell  of 
the  Houfe  intended  for  that  and  other 
great  and  important  purpofes :'  and 
that  your  Excellency  will  immedi- 
ately take  every  ftep  for  the  removal 
of  the  chief  juftice  from  the  fuperior 
court." 

The  governor  returned  them  a  po 
fitive  denial,  accompanied  with  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  equivocation.  The 
Houfe  had  prayed  that  he  would  take 
the  advice  of  his  Majefty's  council 
upon  their  petition,  conformable  to 
the  charter. — To  which  he  anfwers. 
That  though  he  was  by  charter  to 
a6l  with  the  advice  and  afiiilance  of 
his  council,  yet  the  fummoning  of 
the  council  was  in  his  difcretion.  Thus 
was  the  protedive  provifion  of  the 
charter  effeftually  evaded. 

This  is  a  full  and  fair  ftate  of  the 
proceedings  in  and  refpefting  the 
province  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
from  the  year  1762  to  1774. 

The  candid  reader  will  judge  what 
caufes  of  difcontent  have  been  given 
them,  and  whether  they  have  opera- 
ted beyond  their  natural  bounds.  If 
they  have  been  particularly  unquiet, 
they  have  alfo  been  particularly  irii- 
tated  and  injured.  Imagining  our- 
felves  in  ■  their  fituation,  will,  1  be- 
lieve, prevent  us  from  feverely  cen- 
furing  their  condud. 
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It  is  manifell  that  they  have  con- 
flantly  exprelTed  their  complaints  ia 
petitions  conceived  in  the  moll:  mea- 
fured  language  of  fubordination  and 
refpeft.  That  they  have  repeatedly 
acknowledged  tlie  fupreme  legiflative 
authority  of  parliament.  That  the 
only  inftance  in  which  they  feem  to 
have  queftioned  it,  was  in  a  mere  fpe- 
culative  difpute,  purpofely  provoked 
by  the  governor.  That  the  conftant 
fubjeft  of  their  complaints  has  been 
the  having  their  money  taken  from 
them  without  their  confent ;  the  fub- 
ftituting  a  dependent  judge,  bribed 
by  being  paid  out  of  the  forfeitures, 
to  determine  in  all  caufes  of  revenue, 
by  the  rules  of  the  civil  law,  and 
without  a  jury  ;  and  the  violation  of 
their  fecurity  in  the  due  adminillra- 
tion  of  government  and  of  juftice,  by 
rendering  the  governor  and  judges 
totally  dependent  on  the  crown.  That 
their  wiih  has  bsen  to  return  to  the 
ftate  in  which  they  were  before  the 
paffing  thefe  laws  and  fending  thefe 
inftruftions,  and  not  to  become  inde* 
pendent  of  Great-Britain.  This  ap- 
pears not  only  from  their  repeated 
and  authentic  declarations,  but  from 
Governor  Hutrhinfon's  letters.  *  The 
enemies  of  government  (fo  is  he 
pleafed  to  ftile  the  Council,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  and  the  people) 
gave  out,  that  their  friends  in  parlia- 
ment were  increafing,  and  all  things 
would  be  foon  on.  the  old  footing  ;  in 
other  words,  that  all  adls  impofing 
duties  would  be  repealed,  the  com- 
miffioners  board  diftblved,  thecuftoms 
put  on  their  old  footing,  and  illicit 
trade  be  carried  on  with  little  or  no 
hazard.'  The  malignity  of  this  re- 
flection upon  the  people,  v/ill  plainly 
appear  from  the  following  declara- 
tion of  Governor  Bernard,  v.hofe  tel- 
timony  in  their  favour  will  hardly  be 
queftioned.  '  i  do  not  pretend,  fays 
he,  that  this  province  is  entirely  free 
from   the   breach  of  thofe  laws   (of 
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^rade,)  but  only  that  fuch  breach,  if 
difcovered,  is  furely  punijhed. '  What 
more  can  be  laid  of  the  bell  country 
upon  earth?  Yet  Governor  Kutchin- 
fon  does  not  fcraple  to  charge  them 
With  having  been  all  fmaggiers,  and 
to  throw  an  odium  upon  their  ftrug- 
gUng  for  their  rights  by  the  impu- 
tation of  their  fole  objeft  being  to 
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iilty, 


that  Illicit  trauC  v/ 


ith 


It  muft  alfo  appear  from  their  pro- 
ceedings, that  their  great  crime  has 
been  their  condancy  in  petitioning 
for  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  which  has 
been  attem.pted  to  be  reprefTed,  even 
by  the  moil  unjuiiifiable  means  of 
refufmg  them  an  agent  to  vindicate 
them  when  mifreprefented,  and  fup- 
port  therr  complaints.  Wiiile  this 
common  right  of  jullice  is  denied 
them,  perfcns  are  notorioafly^  hired 
here  to  load  them  in  the  public  pa- 
pers with  every  fpecies  of  opprobri- 
um, falfbood,  and  abufe.  There  are 
two  things  which  deferve  the  mod 
particular  attention  :  ift,  Thatwhen- 
ever  afhdavits  were  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  they  were  taken  in 
public,  with  fummonfes  to  all  perfons 
concerned  to  attend,  and  crofs  ex- 
amine the  witneflei :  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  which  were  obtained  by  the  go- 
vernor and  commiiTioners,  accufing 
the  people,  were  mnde  in  fecrct,  the 
perfons  accufed  unapprized  ,and  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  proceeding,  they 
were  tranfmitted  in  ftcret,  and  the 
injured  perfons  by  mere  accidents, 
and  after  they  had  operated  to  their 
hurt,  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
and  refuting  them.  The  inllanccs 
on  both  fides  will  be  found  in  the 
affidavits  taken  on  the  feizure  of  the 
iloop  Liberty,  and  the  riot,  and  in 
Mr.  Oliver's  aflidavit,  and  the  nar- 
rative of  the  town,  refpeaing  the 
mr.ffacre  en  the  5th  of  March.  2d. 
That  the  chief  and  almoll  only  con- 
tinual  wiliiclfes  againll  the  people. 
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are,  the  Governors  Bernard.,  and 
Hutchinfon  :  the  former  of  whom 
has  long  laboured  under  an  accufa- 
tion  upon  oath  of  grofs  corruption 
in  h:s  office ;  the  latter  has  been  de- 
tedled  in  the  bafeft  plot  againft  their 
liberties;  and  both  are  at  open  en- 
tnity  v^^ith  the  people,  having  been 
petitioned  againft  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  as  univerfally  odious.  Kov/ 
far  the  reprefentadves  of  men  fo 
cfrcumllanced  can  be  prefumed  fair 
and  impartial,  or  deferve  credit, 
muft  be  left  to  the  candid  to  deter- 
mine. 

We  have  feen  their  petitions  either 
intercepted,  or  treated  with  a  con- 
temptuous filence,  or  anfwercd  with 
the  feverell  cenfures.  Seven  years 
fupplication  has  brought  no  relief. 
And  now,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
their  misfortunes,  their  port  is  ftopt 
up,  their  charter  is  to  be  fubverted, 
and  a  lawlefs  army  let  loofe  upon 
them.  They  have  been  tried,  con- 
demned and  punifhed,  unheard  and 
unapprized  of  the  whole  proceeding. 
They  are  left  to  weep  over  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  realized  in  the  utter  fub- 
verfion  of  their  liberties.  This  ac- 
cumulation of  calamities  is  heaped 
upon  them,  becaufe  high  and  ftrong 
rcfentments,  as  they  naturally  muft, 
have  followed  fevere  and  reiterated 
injuries  :  becaufe  difcontent  has  arifen 
from  difappointea  and  defpifed  com- 
plaints ;  and  violence  from  infulted 
difcontent. 

Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of 
reading,  in  the  hillory  of  this  moft 
meritorious  and  unhappy  people,  the 
unparalelled  hardihips  with  which 
they  purchafed  thofe  liberties  we  have 
now  torn  from  them  ;  and  view  the  de- 
plorable, the  defpcrate  fituation,  to 
which  they  are  now  reduced— how- 
ever obdurate,  however  prejudiced  he 
may  be,  he  mull  think,  at  kail, 
one  human  tear  /.v^j  dropy    and  be  for- 
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